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PREFACE. 


^PHIS handbook is a digest of the information on Indian 

Ferns contained in Sir W. Hooker’s “ Species Filicum," 
the “ Synopsis Filicum,” Mr. J. Smith’s “ Historia Filicum,” 
also of Mr. Clarke’s “ Ferns of Northern India,” and of the 
author’s works, “The Ferns of Southern India” and “The 
Ferns of British India.” 

The author’s former works were compiled in India, 
without access to libraries or to any herbarium with 
typical specimens. He has now had the advantage of going 
thoroughly through the Wallichian ferns at the Linnaean, 
the large collections at Kew and in the British Museum, 
and of comparing his own collections with typical forms ; 
he is, besides, indebted for much assistance to Messrs. 
Baker and Clarke, especially in the determination of all 
critical forms, so that he has been able, he believes, to 
clear up many doubts and to correct many errors. 



The generic nomenclature is, with few exceptions, that 
of the “Synopsis Filicum,” but the sub-genera have been 
raised to the rank of genera ; this avoids the inconvenience 
of double generic names, and may be admitted on this score 
even by those who do not consider the wide difference infc 
habit of such genera as Phegopteris, Polypodium, Pleopeltis, 
and Drynaria of any value generically, and who base their 
genera on the sori alone, without reference to habit, vena- 
tion, or vernation. 

The geographical limits of the work comprise the whole 
of British India, Ceylon and the Malay Peninsula. 

West Hill, Putney, 

May , 1833. 
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ORDER FILICES. 

SUB-ORDER I.-GLEICHENIACE^. 

Genus. Page. 

Capsules opening vertically, surrounded by a broad 
transverse complete ring i Gleichenia , 2 

SUB-ORDER II. — POLYPODIACEA&. 

Capsules surrounded by a jointed, vertical and elastic 
ring. 

A. Involucrat^e. Sori with an indusium , except 
in Alsophila. 

TRIBE I.— CYATHEjE. 

Sori globose, capsules sessile or stalked, often on 
a raised receptacle. Indusium (wanting in Alsophila) 
inferior, including the sorus, lateral and resembling 
a scale, or cup-shaped, often when young enveloping 
the sorus, eventually opening at the summit, or 
breaking down with a more or less regular margin, 
caudex generally arborescent. 

Receptacle elevated, indusium globose, inferior, quite 


covering the sorus when young .... 

2 CyathEa . 

5 

Indusium a cup-like s&le below the sorus, but never 
quite covering it, veins free ♦ 

3 Amphicosmia • 

8 

Indusium none 

4 Alsophila 

ii 

Receptacles not elevated, indusium inferior globose . 

5 Diacalpe . 

18 

Indusium umbrella-shaped, six-lobed . 

6 M ATOM A . 

19 
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TRIBE II. — DICKSONIEAL 
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Sori globose, indusium inferior, subglobose, free, 
sometimes covering the whole sorus, closed, at length 
Bursting irregularly, more frequently cup-shaped 
entire or with two lips. 

Fertile fronds contracted with revolute margins, 
indusium hemispherical, very fugacious or wanting, 


veins free 

7 Struthiopteris 

20 

Indusium thin, subglobose, open at the top and 
laciniaie 

8 Woods 1 a . 

20 

Indusium medial on a vein, thick globose pedicellate, 
bursting into two lips ...... 

9 Peranema. 

22 

Indusium apical on a vein, two-valved 

IO ClBOTIUM . 

24 

Indusium apical on a vein, cup- shaped 

1 1 DENNSTiEDTIA . 

24 


TRIBE III. — HYMENOPHYLLE/E. 

Filmy ferns, indusium inferior, apical on a vein, 
two -lipped or tubular. 

Indusium more or less two-lipped . . .12 Hymenophyllum 28 

Indusium tubular, the mouth truncate or slightly two- 
lipped 13 Trichomanes , 36 

TRIBE IV. — DAVALLIEAi. 

Indusium squamiform, suborbicular or tubular, 
open at the apex, fastened broadly at the base, and 
sometimes at the sides. 


Indusium apical on a vein, suborbicular coriaceous, 


attached by a broad base, the sides free , 

14 Hcjmata . 

. 46 

Indusium as in Ilumata, but thin and smaller and 
narrower 

15 Leucostegia 

. 48 

Indusium a subcylindric cyst formed of the substance 
of the frond, apical on the veins .... 

16 Prosaptia . 

• S6 

Indusium apical, tubular, attached by the base and 
sides 

17 Davallia . 

• 58 

Indusium apical, half cup-shaped, attached by the 
base and sides 

18 Microlepia 

. 
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Genus. Page. 

Indusium apical, compound, suborbicular, only open at 
the top 19 Stenoloma . 68 

Indusium medial on a vein membranaceous, hood- 
lke 20 CysTOPTERis . 70 


TRIBE V.— LINDSAYEiE. 

^ndnsium apical on the veins, in a continuous or 
interrupted line, the outer valve being the margin of 
the frond, the inner membranaceous. 

Veins free .... ... 21 Lindsaya . . 72 

Veins anastomosing 22 Schizoloma . 77 

TRIBE VI.— PTERIDE/E. 

Indusium oblong or linear, formed of the more or 
less changed and reflexed margin of the frond, open- 
ing inwardly, 

Indusium globose to linear usually many and distinct, 
sometimes confluent and continuous, bearing the 

capsules on its under side, veins free . . , 23 Adiaktum . 82 

Indusium roundish and distinct, or more or less con- 
fluent but not continuous, capsules on the frond . 24 Chrilanthes . 88 

Indusium as in Pteris, the ultimate segments of fronds 
small and very narrow 25 Onycitium . 95 

As in Pellaea, but fronds dimorphic . . . .26 Cryptogramme 98 

Indusium quite continuous, sori at first dot -like, but 
soon running into a line 27 Pellaea. . . 98 

Indusium quite continuous, sori linear continuous, 
occupying a slender filiform receptacle in the axis 

of the indusium, veins free ^S^teris 7 . . 104 

As in Pteris, but lowest veins meeting and forming 
an arch \^9 Campteri^ . 1 16 

As in Pteris, but veins all anastomosing without free 
included veinlets ....... 30 Doryoptbris . 120 

As in Pteris, but veins all anas’omosing with some 

free included veinlets . . .31 LiTOBROCHIA . 120 
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Anomalous 32 Ceratopteris . 123 


Indusium contiguous, sori linear, continuous, covering 
all or nearly all the space between the midrib and 

margin, fronds dimorphous, capsule ring vertical . 33 Lomaria . *125 

As in Lomaria, but capsule ring oblique . . . 34 Plagiogyria . 127 

TRIBE VII. — BLECHNEAi. 

Indusium linear or oblong parallel with the midrib 
and opening towards it, not hear the margin. 

Indusium membranaceous, distinct from the margin of 
the frond, parallel with and usually contiguous to 

the midrib, veins free ...... 35 Blechnum . 130 

As in Blechnum, only veins anastomosing . . 36 Blechnidium . 133 

Indusium linear-oblong, thick, in single rows parallel 
with and near the midrib, sori sunk in cavities . 37 WOODWARDIA. . 135 

Indusium lunate, thin, in one or more rows, parallel 
with and near the midrib, sori not sunk . . 38 Doodia . . 135 

TRIBE VIII. — ASPLENIEAL 

Indusium linear or oblong or horseshoe -shaped, 
opening towards the midrib, sometimes double, sori 
attached to the veins. 

Indusium linear, single, veins free, their apices com- 
bined by a transverse marginal vein . . *39 THAMNOPTERIS . 137 

Indusium linear or oblong single, veins free . . ^e^AsPLENlUM , 141 

As in Asplenium, but indusium more or less curved ^’Athyrium . 161 

As in Asplenium, but indusium double . . . '42 Diplazium . 174 

As in Diplazium, but veins anastomosing . . , * 43 Anisogonium . 191 

As in Asplenium, but veins anastomosing obliquely 
only towards margin of frond . . . .44 Hbmidictyum , 194 

Indusium sausage-shaped, veins anastomosing and 
forming elongated areoles 45 Allantodia . 195 

Indusium linear elongated, submarginal, fronds fan- 
Il,cc . 46 Actiniopteris . 197 
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TRIBE IX.— ASPIDIE.E. 

Indusium superior, elliptical, subglobose or reni- 
form fixed either by the centre or a sinus. 

Indusium elliptical, emarginate at the base, attached 
longitudinally to the linear receptacle, veins free . 47 Didymochl^ena 199 

Indusium of Didymochlsena habit and venation of 
Nephrodium . . . , . . . .48 Mesochimena . 199 

Indusium orbicular, veins free 49 Polystichum . 201 

Indusium orbicular, veins generally anastomosing 
acutely with free veinlets from their junction . . 50 Cyrtomium . 21 1 

Indusium peltate orbicular, or reniform, veins co- 
piously anastomosing with free included veinlets . 51 Aspidium . . 212 

Indusium reniform, veins only slightly anastomosing . 52 Pleocnemia . 223 

Indusium reniform, veins free 53 Lastrea . . 228 

Indusium reniform, one or more of the lower veinlets 
anastomosing with the corresponding one of the 

next group 54 Nephrodium . 267 

As in Lastrea, but always simply pinnate, the pinnae 
articulated and furnished with white dots above . 55 Nephrolepis . 282 

As in Lastrea, but wide creeping and scandent with 
jointed stems and entire fronds . . . .56 Oleandra . 285 

B. ExinvolucraTjE . — Sort without an indusium. 

TRIBE X. — POLYPODIEAL 

Sori on the back of the lobes, round or rarely 
somewhat oblong. 

Stipes continuous with the caudex, habit of Lastrea, 
veins free 57 Phegopteris . 288 

Stipes continuous with caudex, venation and habit of 
Nephrodium 58 Goniopteris . 296 

Stipes continuous with caudex, venation and habit of 
Aspidium 59 Dictyopteris . 298 

Stipes articulated with caudex, veins free . . .60 POLYPODIUM . 302 

Veins forming regular areoles, the lower one or more 

with a free included soriferous veinlet . .61 GoNIOPHLEBIUM 316 
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Genus. Page. 

Areoles copious, each with tw r o or more sori, fronds 

always simple and woolly beneath . . . .62 Niphobolus . 324 

Fronds flabellate in two halves, veins copiously anas- 
tomosing 63 Dipteris . . 334 

Fronds either with the base oak-leaf-like, or with 
separate sterile oak-leaf-like small fronds . . 64 Drynaria . . 338 

Fronds various, veins copiously anastomosing with 
free included veinlets 65 ^Pleopelti^J . 314 

TRIBE XI. — GRAMMITIDE/E. 

Sori on the back of the lobes more than twice as 
long as broad, usually linear. 

As in Cffeilanthes, but without an indusium, sori 
though oblong or roundish at first, soon confluent 

into a continuous line 66 Nothol^ena . 373 

Sori linear, close to midrib on both sides, fronds 
grass-like 67 Monogramme . 375 

Sori linear ot linear-oblong, otherwise as in Phegop- 
teris 68 Leptogrxmme . 377 

As in Nephrodium, but sori linear . *69 Stegnogramme. 380 

Habit of Cheiianthes, sori linear, veins free . 70 Gymnogramme . 380 

Habit of Polypodium, sori linear, veins generally 

united by transverse veinlets near margin . . 7 1 Syngramme . 384 

4 

As in Pleopeltis, with copiously anastomosing veins, 
sori linear, stipes articulate with caudex . . 7 2 Selliguea . 389 

As in Selliguea, but stipes not articulate and fronds 
leathery 73 Loxogramme . 392 

Anomalous, veins arcuately anastomosing at the base, 
forming costal areoles 74 Brainea . -.395 

As in Goniopteris, but sori elongated or confluent . 75 Meniscium . 397 

Sori carried along the veins imperfectly articulated, 
fronds simple 76 Antrophyum , 401 

Grass-like ferns, sori in continuous marginal lines, 
veins free 


77 ViTTARIA . . 404 
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Genus. Page. 

Sori in a continuous linear, or interrupted central or 
submarginal line, veins reticulated, fronds pinnate . 78 T^enitiS . . 410 

As in Taenitis, but fronds simple and dimorphous . 79 Drymoglossum . 410 

Veins copiously reticulated and completely soriferous. 80 Hemionitis .413 

TRIBE XII. — ACROSTSPfE^E. 

Sori not confined to the veins, but spread entirely 
over the frond beneath. 

Fronds simple, veins free 81 Elaphoglossum. 416 

Fronds pinnate, Lomaria-like, veins all simple or 
sometimes arcuate at the base ; scandent ferns . 82 Stenochlasna . 421 

Fronds pinnate, t not Lomaria like, veins all simple; 
not scandent 83 Polybotrya . 424 

Similar to Elaphoglossum, but wiih a connecting 

vein running round the margin . . . .84 Aconiopteris . 427 

Veins copiously anastomosing with free included 

veinlets 85 Gymnopteris . 479 

Veins copiously -anastomosing without free included 
veinlets. Sea-coast fern ..... 86 Acrostichum . 440 

Drynaria-like fronds, pinnre articulated, but stipe 
adherent to ,caudex 87 Photinopteris . 442 

Fronds with stag’s-horn-like divisions, vernation 
articulate, sori in large patches only on the fertile 

fronds ‘88 Platycerium . 444 

SUB-ORDER III.— OSMUNDACE^. 

Capsules two-valved, opening across the apex, 
furnished with a short horizontal ring . .89 Osmunda . . 447 


SUB-ORDER IV.— SCHIZ^ACE^E. 

Capsule two-valved, opening down the side, 
crowned hy a complete operculiform ring. 

Capsules sessile in 2-4 rows on one side of close 
spikes 


90 SchiZk/ea . . 452 
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Genus. 

Page 

Capsules smooth^ very abundant in a branched 
panicle * 

91 Anemia 

453 

Capsules solitary in the axils of large imbricated 
olasping involucres ; scandent .... 

92 Lygodium . 

453 

SUB-ORDER V. — MARATTIACEA2. 



Capsule opening by a slit down one side or a pore 
at the apex, without a ring. 



Capsules sessile, very close together, but not concrete 

93 Angiopteris 

. 458 

Capsules concrete, in boat-shaped spore-cases . 

94 Marattia 

. 460 

Capsules concrete in raised circular masses which are 
hollow in the centre 

95 Kaulfussia 

. 462 

SUB-ORDER VI.-OPHIOGLOSSACEiE. 



Capsules deeply two-valved, opening down the side 
nearly to the base, without a ring. 



Capsules sessile in two rows on a narrow close spike . 

96 Ophioglossum 

. 462 

Capsules in small crested clusters forming a loose ) 
spike ) 

97 Helmintho- 

STACHYS 

• 467 

Capsules in two rows on the face of spikes which form 
a compound panicle 

98 Botrychium 

■ 469 
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ORDER FILICES. 

C apsules (sporangia) one-celled, usually membranaceous and 
dorsal (on the back of the frond), or marginal, encircled by a 
complete or incomplete, jointed, elastic ring, collected in clusters 
(sori) of a definite but varied form, with or without a covering (indu- 
sium) or panicled or spicate, rarely laxly scattered ; or the capsules 
have the ring obsolete, or none, or the ring is confined to the apex of 
the capsule, where it forms a longitudinally striated crown, bursting 
vertically; or the capsules are sunk in a many-celled, fleshy or corky 
receptacle of varied forms, opening by pores or clefts on the upper 
surface ; spores minute, various in form ; vernation generally circi- 
nate, rarely erect. 

SUB-ORDER I.— GLEICHENIACEiE. 

Sori dorsal; of few (2-10) capsules; capsules opening vertically 
surrounded by a broad, transverse, complete ring ; indusium none ; 
caudex generally creeping ; stipes often dichotomous ; fronds rigid, 
generally large, and dichotomously branched, frequently bearing 
axillary buds ; vernation circinate. 


2 
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GENUS I. — GLEICHENIA. (Smith.) 

(In honour of Gleichen, a German botanist). 

Sori of few sessile capsules, situated on a lower exterior veinlet ; 
caudex generally creeping ; frond rarely unbranched, generally 
dichotomously divided, often proliferous from the axils of the forks ; 
pinnae deeply pinnatifid, with the segments small and concave, sub- 
orbicular, or pectinate with elongated lobes. 

§ Sori solitary at the 'apex of a veinlet. 

t. Gleichenia circinata. (Sw.) Fronds dichotomous, divari- 
cated, lobes of the pinnules bead-like, ovate, or subrotund, the 
margins slightly recurved ; capsules 3-4 ; branches and rachis 
glabrous, or more or less scaly. Bedd. F B. I. t. 177, as semivestita 
Labill. Hook. Sp. Fil. p. n. 

Malacca. 

(Also in Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand, and New Caledonia.) 

§ Sori near the middle, or at the forking, of the veinlets. 

2. Gleichenia glauca. (Hook.) A large straggling fern many 
feet long ; stipes stout forked ; primary pinnae opposite, secondary 
pinnae alternate, close, 6-8 inches long by 1-2 broad) lanceolate, 
acuminate, pinnatifid nearly to the rachis, the segments or pinnules 
oblong-lanceolate, but obtuse, more or less glaucous beneath, 
glabrous or tomentose, and paleaceous on the stipes and rachis; 
capsules 3-5, often mixed with hairs. Bedd. F 3 . I. t. 30, as 
gigantea Wallich. G. longissima, Bl. Hook. Sp . Fil. p . 12. G. 
gigantea, Wall. Cat. Polypodium glaucum, Thunk. FI. Jap . 338, 
which is the oldest specific name. 

Bhotan and Sikkim, alt. 4,500-7,500 feet. Very common about 
Darjeeling, Khasya, 3,500-5,000. Common in Nepal, Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in China, Japan, the Malay Islands, Sandwich Islands, 
Tropical Australia, Polynesia, West Indies, and Tropical America.,) 

3. Gleichenia Norrisii. (Mett) Branches of the frond one- 
jugate, oblong-lanceolate, 2-3 feet long, piraue lanceolate, the lower 
distinctly stalked, spreading, 6-9 inches long, cut down to a narrow 
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wing into close entire ligulate blunt segments, upper gradually 
smaller, reflexed ; texture subcoriaceous, both surfaces glabrous, the 
lower green or glaucous; veinlets once forked ; sori medial, 12-20 
to, a segment. Bedd. F. B. /. t. 346. Hook. Sp. FiL p. 449. 

Malacca. 

4. Gleichenia linearis (Burm. under Polypodium). Stipes zigzag, 
repeatedly di- or trichotomous, the ultimate branches bearing a pair 
of forked pinnae ; a distinct pair of pinnae also arises from the base 
of the forked branches, pinnules usually glaucous beneath, usually 
entire with recurved margins, texture hard, veinlets usually three- 
branched from the base, the centre one being often forked or 
pinnate. Bedd. F S. I. t. 74, as dichotoma. Gl. dichotoma, Willd. 
Hi ok. Sp. Fil. p. 15. Polypodium lineare, Burm. FiL Ind. 235, /. 67, 
fig. 2, oldest specific name. This fern has long been known under 
the name of dichotoma, which, however, must be dropped, as there 
is an older specific name. 

Mountains of southern India and Ceylon, up to 6,000 feet, 
Sikkim, Bhotan, Nepal, Kumaon, Khasya, &c., up to 5,000 feet. 
Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Japan, Tropical Australia, .America, Polynesia ) 

SUB-ORDER II. — POLYPODIACE2E. 

Sori dorsal or marginal, subglobose, of many capsules, with or 
without an indusium, usually pedicellate, more or less completely 
sui rounded with a jointed vertical and elastic ring, and bursting 
transversely (except in Hymenophyllese). 

A. — Involucrat^e. — Sori furnished with an indusium (except 
in Alsophila), Tiibes Cyatheas to Aspidiese. 

TRIBE I . — C Y ATH Ei*E. 

Sori dorsal, globose, often at or near the forking of a vein ; 
capsules numerous, often very compact sessile or stalked, generally 
on an elevated receptacle, often mixed with hairs, obovate usually 
with a broad, vertical, or sub-oblique elastic ring ; indusium (none in 
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Alsophila) inferior, including the sorus, lateral and resembling a scale 
on the under side of the sorus, or cup-shaped, often when young en- 
veloping the sorus, eventually opening at the summit, or breaking down 
with a more or less regular margin ; caudex very often arborescent 

GENUS II.-— CYATHEA. (Smith.) 

(. Kyathos , a cup — the form of indusium.) 

Soii on a vein, or in the axil of the forking of a vein, receptacle 
elevated, globose, or elongated ; 
indusium globose inferior, cov- 
ering the whole sorus, after- 
wards breaking at the summit, 
and forming a more or less 
persistent cup, even or irregu- 
lar, at the margin ; generally 
arborescent; stipes often acu- 
leated ; fronds simple, pinnate, 
or decompoundly pinnate. 

* Fronds undivided, 

1. Cyathea sinuata. (Hook, 
and Grtv.) Caudex erect, 2-4 
ft. long, about 1 inch in diame- 
ter ; frond simple, 2-3 ft. long, 
i2,| inches wide, elongate-lan- 
ceolate, sinuate, acuminate, ta- 
pering at the base ; veins pin- 
nate; veinlets soriferous near 
middle. Bedd. F. S. 1 /. 259 ; 

Hook. Sp. Fil. p. 16. 

Ceylon, in the Singhe-Rajah Forest. 

** Fronds pinnate . 

2. Cyathea Brunonis. ( Wall. ) Stipes 12 feet long; fronds 
2-3 ft long, pinnate glossy; pinnae 6-14 inches long, alternate, 
between membranous and coriaceous, oblong-lanceolate, acuminate 
with a long narrow point obliquely truncated at the base and shortly 
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petiolate, sinuate-crenate ; veins three-branched or pinnate, the 
veinlets occasionally anastomosing amongst themselves, or with the 
next group ; sori medial on the veinlets ; indusiura very persistent. 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 87 ; Hook . Sp. FiL p. 16. 

Penang and Malacca. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

3. Cvathea Hookeri. {Thw.) Small, but with a trunk-like 
caudex 1^ inch thick; stipes short black, muricated at the base and 
sub-paleaceous ; fronds coria^eo-membranaceous, 2-3 feet long, 4-5 
inches wide, elongate-lanceolate, acuminate, pinnate pinnatifid at the 
apex ; pinnae from a broad base, which is more or less auricled, 
lanceolate acuminate, sessile or sub-sessile, coarsely dentate-pinnatifid, 
more or less entire towards the apex and base, and the lower ones 
gradually diminishing in size and obtuse at their apex ; veins pinnate ; 
sori medial on the veinlets ; indusium soon breaking up and becoming 
cup-like. Bedd. F B. I. t. 260. Thw. En. FI. Zy. p. 396. Hook. 
Sp . FiL p. 16. 

Ceylon, in the Singhe-Rajah Forest. 

*** p ron d s decompouiidly pinnate. 

4. Cyathea spinulosa. ( l Vail.) A tall tree fern ; stipes and 
main rachis beneath, strongly aculeate, dark purple ; fronds glabrous, 
tripinnatifid ; main rachis and rachis of pinnules ferruginous above ; 
rachis of pinnules and main vein of segments scaly below, but the 
latter glabrous above ; segments falcate-oblong acute, serrulate, the 
margin more or less recurved ; veinlets once-forked, or more rarely 
three-branched ; sori copious near the costules or main veins ; in- 
dusium completely covering the sorus when young, soon breaking 
irregularly. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 57. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 23. 

The Wynad at 3,000 feet elevation, North and South Canara 
Coorg, Jeypore Hills (Vizag), Nepal, Jaintea Hills. The Wynad 
specimens are in every way identical with those from Northern 
India collected by Wallich, and Mr. Clarke is in error in stating 
that the South Indian plant is a Hemitelea, as on comparing with 
him the specimens he had examined at Kew I found that they were 
“ Alsophila latebrosa,” and that this Cyathea was not represented 
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from S« India in the Cyathea bundles at Kew, although there was 
a specimen of it from Dalzell elsewhere, labelled “ Lastrea also- 
philoides, ,> and a specimen from Canara, mixed with Hemitelea. 
I find no 3-branched veinlets in my specimens ; but I have no 
barren pinnae in which only they occur. Except in being much 
more aculeate, over-ripe examples are with difficulty distinguished 
from Alsophila latebrosa ; it is however perfectly glabrous on the 
segments beneath, whereas in the Alsophila there is generally some 
pubescence on the costules, and minute hairs on the veinlets. I 
have never found this ferm much above 3,000 feet elevation, but 
the Alsophila is common at the highest altitudes on the Nilgiris, 
Pulneys and Anamallays. 

GENUS III.— AMPHICOSMIA. (Fie.) 

(Amphi, around; kosmos, world; in allusion to its wide distribution.) 

Sori globose, dorsal, on a veinlet ; receptacle elevated ; indusium 
a cup-like scale below the sorus, but never completely covering 
the capsules as in Cyathea. Arborescent ferns like Cyathea, and a 
connecting link between that genus and Alsophila, very difficult to 
determine except with unripe sori; veins all free; fronds ample 
decompound. (Hemitelea only differs in having the costal veins 
anastomosing. None are found in India.) 

1. Amphicosmia Walker-®. {Hook) Stipes unarmed or slightly 
muricate; fronds ample bi-tripinnate, thick, firm, very coriaceous; 
primary pinnae foot long, secondary pinnae rather remote, 3-4 
inches long, deeply, nearly to the costa pinnatifid, or again pinnate, 
oblong, narrow-acuminate ; the costa, as is the rachis, hairy above and 
scaly below ; pinnules or lobes oblong, very obtuse, entire or crenate ; 
veinlets once-forked, three-branched or even pinnate ; sori close to 
the costules; indusium cup shaped under the sorus. Hook . Sp . Fil. 
p. 30. Bedd. F. S. /. tab. 261. 

Ceylon, centre of the island at the higher elevations. Var. ft tri- 
ptnnata has the ultimate pinnules lobed, but there are intermediate 
forms. 
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2. Amphicosmia decipiens. (J. Scott , under Hemitelea.) A 
lofty tree fern, very prickly on the main and secondary rachises, 
tertiary rachis (that of the pinnules) bullate-scaty, not pubescent ; 
pinnules glabrous, or nearly so, segments sometimes much narrowed 
where fertile ; veinlets forked, or often three-branched and even four- 
branched in the sterile portions ; sori in two rows close along the 
main veins or costa of the segment ; involucre a hemispheric cup. 
J \ Scotty in Lin . Tram. xxx. 33, t. 14. Bcdd. F. B. /. t. 311. Shows f 
the veins and bullate scales correctly, but not the involucre. 

Sikkim and Bhotan, 1,000-4,000 feet. Khasya below Nung- 
klow. Differs from the next in being much more prickly and in 
the segments being generally longer and narrower. J do not feel 
certain it is distinct from Cyathea spinulosa, as I have not seen the 
involucre in very young state. 

3. Amhiicosmia Brunoniana. ( Wall, under Alsophila.) A 
large tree fern ; main rachis somewhat prickly, secondary rachis 
slightly muricated or smooth ; rachis of the pinnules crisped-pubes- 
cent ; segments minutely hairy on the veinlets (under the lens), not 
contracted in fruit ; veinlets forked, or three-branched veinlets very 
rare ; sori and involucre as in the last. Clarke , p. 430. Alsophila 
Brunoniana, Wall. Alsophila latebrosa, var. hemitelioides, J. Scott, 
1. c. 34. 

Sikkim and Bhotan, 4,000-7,500 feet; Fast Nepal; Khasya 
3,000-5,000 feet, very common. 

The specimen for which Mr. Clarke gives the locality “ Deccan ” 
is a specimen of Cyathea spinulosa, collected at Mendeb in Canara 
by Dr. Richie. 

Mr. Clarke’s variety ft Scottii , “ segments of the fertile pinnules 
unusually large, deeply crenated, with many three-branched veinlets,” 
is founded on a single pinna in the Kew Herbarium, collected by 
Scott in Sikkim and labelled by him latebrosa, var. / 3 ; it is perhaps 
a new species. 

4. Amphicosmia alterans. ( Hook , under Alsophila.) Rachis 
glabrous, smooth, turning brown ; fronds subcoriaceous, glabrous, sub- 
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tripinnate ; primary pinnae short, petiolate very remote, io-i finches 
long, 2-3 inches wide, oblong acuminate, deeply pinnatifid, pinnate 
near the base ; segments i-ij inch long, oblong acute subfalcate 
entire or serrate, all horizontal, the extremity suddenly pinnated with 
oblong undivided sessile pinnules serrated at the margin; veins once 
forked (rarely twice-forked) ; sori in the axil of the fork, or in 
the lower veins, considerably above it ; involucre a hemispherical 
cup completely surrounding the base of the sorus. Bedd. F. B. 1 . 
t. 236, under Alsophila. Hook. Syn. FiL p. 41. 

Penang. My specimens distinctly show the indusium. 

GENUS IV. — ALSOPHILA. {Brown) 

{A Isos, grove; phileo , to love.) 

Sori globose, dorsal, on a vein or at the forking of a vein ; recep- 
tacle generally elevated, often villous ; involucre none, but the bullate 
scales along the costa of the segments may often be mistaken for 
such. Arborescent ferns ; fronds decompoundly pinnate ; veins never 
anastomosing, simple forked or pinnate. 

1. Alsophila latebrosa. (Hook.) A lofty tree fern; stipes 
aculeate at the base, muricated upwards, dark mahogany-brown; 
primary pinnae oblong acuminate, 12-24 inches long, 6-8 inches 
wide ; pinnules lanceolate-acuminate, 3-4 inches long, cut down 
nearly to the rachis into linear-oblong, blunt slightly-toothed 
segments on each side ; rachis of pinnules beneath glabrous or 
pubescent ; veins generally minutely hairy (under the lens) ; veinlets 
forked ; numerous bullate scales along the costa of the segments 
beneath and also along the rachis of the pinnules; sori occupying the 
lower two-thirds of the segment. Bedd . F S. I. t. 58. Hook. Syn. 
Fil.p. 43 - 

Nilgiris and all the western mountains in the Madras Presidency 
and the Shevaroys, up to 7,000 feet ; but often found as low as 
3,000 ; Sikkim, Bhotan and Khasya, 3,500-5,000 feet ; also through- 
out the Malay Peninsula and Penang. I cannot distinguish the 
two varieties given by Mr. Clarke. The South Indian specimens 
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vary fit>m quite or nearly quite glabrous to as pubescent as those 
from Sikkim, and the Penang specimens seem quite identical. 

2. Alsophila c-lauca. (J Sm.) A lofty tree fern ; more or 
less prickly; fronds subcoriaceous, glabrous, glaucous beneath ; pinnae 
2-3 feet long, pinnules 4-5 inches long, \ to 1 inch broad, deeply, nearly 
to the costa pinnatifid; segments linear-oblong subfalcate, when 
fertile often contracted, entire or distantly crenulate ; veins forked, 
and often three-branched ; receptacle naked or hairy. J '. Sm . in 
Hook. Jour . Bot. iii. 419. Bedd. F. B. 1 . t. 86 (as A. Brunoniana). 
Alsophila contaminans, Hook. Syn. Fil . p. 41. Chnoophora glauca, 
Bl. En. Fil. Jav . 443. 

Sikkim, Bhotan, Assam, Khasya, Cachar, Sylhet, Chittagong, 
Burmah and Malay Peninsula, up to 4,000 feet. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

3. Alsophila ornata. (J. Scott.) A lofty tree fern; stipes 
paleaceous at the base, slightly muricated, and, as well as the main 
rachises, glossy purplish-brown ; fronds herbaceous-membranaceous; 
primary pinnae oblong- lanceolate, rather abruptly contracted into a 
short, deeply pinnatifid apex ; pinnules nearly all petiolate lanceolate, 
oblong acuminate, deeply, nearly to the costa pinnatifid ; segments 
ovate in the sterile, narrow oblong in the fertile, slightly falcate, 
serrated; costa of the pinnules somewhat hairy above and scaly 
below ; veinlets forked or a few three- branched. J \ Scott , in Trans. 
Lin. Soc ., xxx. 36, t. 16 a. Bedd, F. B. I. t. 342 

Sikkim, on the banks of the Rungbee, below the Government 
Cinchona plantation, at 2,500 feet elevation, called Dang pashin by 
the Lepchas. 

4. Alsophila Andersoni. (J. Scott.) A tall tree fern; stipes 
muricated and rough, clothed more or less with lanceolate subulate 
deciduous scales ; rachises tawny villous below, somewhat scabrous 
above ; fronds ovate-lanceolate, herbaceous-membranaceous, pilose ; 
primary pinnae oblong-lanceolate acuminate ; pinnules pinnatifid 
nearly to the rachis with an attenuated serrated apex ; segments 
broad-oblong, slightly falcate, sharply serrated ; veinlets simple or 
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once forked, 10-12 pair to each segment, all except the upper two or 
thiee with a single sorus a little below the middle ; the costules, 
veins, and veinlets beneath all furnished with long weak white 
hairs, which aie also present in a less degree on the upper surface. 
J. Scott , in Trans. Lin . Soc. xxx. t. 17. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 310. 

Sikkim, in the tropical valleys below the Government Cinchona 
plantation, alt. 1,000-2,500 feet. Khasya. Called Pulai-nock by 
the Lepchas. 

5. Alsophila Oldhami. 

(Bedd.) A tree fern, 6-10 
feet, unarmed ; principal 
rachises half an inch thick, 
deep purple, asperous ; 
fronds herbaceous - mem- 
branaceous ; primary pinnae 
about 2 feet long by 8-9 
inches broad, oblong ac- 
uminate ; secondary 4-5 
inches long by about 1 
inch broad, lanceolate acu- 
minate; cut down nearly 
to the rachis into numerous 
linear oblong blunt-toothed 
segments on each side ; 
costa hairy above, scaly 
below ; veins simple, or 
once-forked ; sori in two 
parallel rows below the middle of the veinlets. Bedd. F. B. /. /. 
343, Alsophila comosa, Scott, L c. t . 16 B., not Wall. 

Khasya hills ; Sikkim, in the forest between Darjeeling and 
Surail, 5,000-6,000 feet ; Moulmein. 

6. Alsophila comosa. (Hook.) A tree fern, unarmed ; stipes 
paleaceous, with long linear-subulate scales, pale brown, as well as 
the rachises, which are tawny-villous on the upper side; fronds 
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herbaceous, glabrous, and scaleless; primary pinnae 14-16 inches 
long, 6-8 inches wide ; pinnules oblong-acuminate from a rather 
broad and truncated sessile or shortly petioled base, serrated two- 
thirds of the way to the costule, pinnatifid with very narrow sinuses ; 
lobe§ close-placed, oblong, serrated ; veins, simple or rarely forked ; 
sori about half-way between the margin and the costule ; receptacle 
small, very slightly elevated. Hook . Syn, FiL p. 41. Bedd. F. B. /. 
/. 84. 

Singapore. 

(Also in the Malay Islands,) 

7. Alsophila commutata. (Mett.) A tree fern; stipes 
paleaceous, at the base tuberculate-asperous ; fronds bi-pinnate, 
partial rachis slightly squamose ; pinnules all petiolate, sterile ones 
oblong-lanceolate, fertile portions often contracted, coriaceous, 
glossy as if varnished, ending in an acuminated serrulated point, 
pinnatifid scarcely half-way down to the rachis ; segments ovate- 
obtuse, serrate, the margins thickened, or very slightly recurved; veins 
simple or often forked; sori frequently confined to the lower part of 
the pinnules, and a little distant from the costa of the segments. 
Hook. Sy 7 i. FiL p. 43. Bedd. F. B. 1 . 1 . 235 (as squamulata.) 

Malacca, on Mount Ophir. 

8. Alsophila glabra. [Hook.) A tree fern ; stipes asperous, 
paleaceous at the base, the rachises purple-ebeneous, polished, 
glabrous, or with a few scales, or with adpressed pubescence ; 
fronds subcoriaceous-membranaceous ; primary pinnae 1-3—2^ feet 
long, deeply pinnatifid at the apex; pinnules, upper ones sessile, 
lower ones petiolate from a truncated base, oblong acuminate, 3-6 
inches long, 5-9 inches wide, pinnatifid {- to l way to the costule, 
sometimes more in Himalayan examples ; segments triangular or 
rounded, rarely ovate, serrated ; veinlets all simple ; sori arranged in 
the shape of a V inverted, not extending to the apex of the lobe. 
Hook. Syji. Fil.p. 43. Bedd. F S. 1 . 1 . 60. 

All the western hills of the Madras Presidency up to 4,000 feet ; 
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North Arcot and Cuddapa Hills, Jeypore, &c., and probably general 
through the northern Circars in moist shady places on the hills; 
Himalayas, very common in Sikkim, Nepal, &c. ; Burmah and 
Ceylon. 

(Also in the Malay Islands and S. China.) 

The hairs of the rachis are exaggerated in my figure quoted above. 

9. Alsophila crinita. {Hook) A lofty tree fern ; stipes 
and main rachis stramineous, brown, hispid-paleaceous, and 
strongly muricate ; spines short, tipped with a black gland ; fronds 
subcoriaceous ; rachises above pilose, beneath and on the costae 
densely paleaceous-crinite ; scales sometimes short and minute, 
generally elongate and adpressed ; primary pinnae 2 feet long, 10 inches 
wide ; pinnules oblong acuminate, sessile piunatifid nearly to the 
costules; lobes narrow-oblong, sub-obtuse, falcate, the margins 
recurved, serrated ; costa and veins often pilose; veinlets forked; sori 
covering the whole under side of the lobes mixed with ciliate 
scales. Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 42. Bedd. F S. 1 . t. 59. 

Nilgiris, Pulneys, and Anamallays, 5,000-7,000 ft. elevation. 
Ceylon central provinces. By far the most beautiful of all the tree 
ferns. 

10. Alsophila albo-setacea. {Bedd.) Main rachis purplish, 
muricated, and (in age) only slightly scaly; pinnae long petioled; 
rachis of pinnae very scaly ; pinnules with the one-two lowest 
segments free, the rest cut down nearly to the rachis, oblong sub- 
falcate, slightly crenate ; veinlets all forked from near the base, one 
branch often (or both rarely) again forked ; costae sparingly clothed 
beneath with long white setaceous hairs, which are also present in 
a less degree on the costa and costules above; costules beneath 
furnished with deciduous bullate scales, which often have a hyaline 
setaceous point at the apex ; sori copious. Bedd. Svpplmt. io Ferns , 
p • 2 (not figured). 

Nicobar Islands (Kurz). 
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GENUS V.— DIACALPE. (BL) 

( Dia and kalpe , a vessel, in allusion to the cup-shaped indusium.) 

Sori globose, the receptacles small, scarcely elevated ; indusium 
inferior (/.<?., below the sorus), globose, hard-membranaceous, entire, 
a length bursting very irregularly at the summit ; capsules numerous, 
nearly sessile, ring broad, veinlets simple, free. 

1. Diacalpe aspidioides. (BL) A large compound fern ; stipe 
scaly, particula. ly near the base"; fronds tripinnate, submembranaceous, 
rachis of pinnae pubescent with adpressed scales ; pinnae alternate 
or sub opposite, segments of pinnules oblong- cuneate, lobed, and 
decurrent, glabrous, or furnished with long weak scales ; veinlets 
not reaching the margin ; sori medial on the anterior lower vein- 
lets, involucre bursting irregularly, or sometimes into two regular 
lips. BL En. PL Jav . FiL 241. Hook. Syn. EiL p. 45. Bedd. 
E. S. 1. t. 257. 

Nepal to Bhotan, Khasya, 4,000-6,000 feet. Ceylon, higher 
parts of central provinces. Tenasserim on Mooleyit 5,000-6,000 
feet. Tavoy. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

2. Diacalpe f<eniculacea. (Nook, under Eolystichum.) 
Rhizome creeping; stipes tufted, 6-12 inches long, densely 
clothed below with lanceolate reddish-brown scales ; fronds 1-2 
feet long, 9-12 inches broad, deltoid-lanceolate, 4-5-pinnatifid, 
lower pinnule 6-8 inches long, 3-4 inches broad, pinnules sub- 
deltoid, 2-3 inches long, secondary pinnules cut down to the rachis, 
their lower divisions often again pinnatifid ; segments linear, very 
aoutp, subconaceous and very glossy, with a few scattered long 
scale-like hairs beneath ; indusium leathery, dark purple, spherical, 
attached by the point under its centre, not stalked, splitting irregu- 
larly from above. Clarke, p. 434. Hook. Syn. FiL p. 256. Bedd. 
E B . I. tab. 36, under Lastrea (indusium incorrect as to shape). 

Sikkim, 7,000-10,000 feet elevation, abundant at Buckeem ; 
Upper Ratong, 8,000-9,000 feet. 
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GENUS VI. — MATONIA. ( Br .) 

(After Dr. Maton, a London physician.) 

Receptacle of the sori expanded into a firm membranaceous, 
umbrella-shaped obscurely six-lobed stipitate involucre, which covers 
and encloses six large sessile capsules ; veins forked free, except those 
rbund the sori, which are closely reticulated. 

1. Matonia pectin ata. (Br.) 

Rhizome creeping ; stipe slender, 

6-8 feet high; fronds fan-like, 
conjugate- subpedately- flabellate, 
the pinnae produced on the an- 
terior or upper side' of the diver- 
gent branches, rigid-coriaceous, 
linear, pinnatifid nearly to the 
costa, glabrous, often glaucous 
beneath, 1-2 feet long ; sori 
situate at the posterior base of 
the segments. Br. in Wall. PL 
As. Bar. 1, t. 16. Hook. Syn. 

Fil p. 45. Bedd. F. B. 1 . 1 . 1 86. 

Malacca, on Mount Ophir ; 
ore of the rarest and handsomest 
of ferns. 

(A 1 & in Borneo.) 

TRIBE II. — DICKSONIE/E. 

Sori globose, on the back or apex of a vein ; indusium inferior, 
subglobose, free, sometimes covering the whole sorus, closed, or at 
length bursting irregularly ; more frequently cup-shaped, entire, or 
with two lips; caudex arborescent in Cibotium; veins free, or 
anastomosing. 
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GENUS VII.— STRUTHIOPTERIS. ( Willd.) 

(, Struthws ostrich, the fronds like feathers of the bird.) 

' Sori dorsal on the veins of the changed and contracted pinnae 
of the fertile frond, and quite concealed by the revolute margins ; 
indusium very thin hemispherical, very fugacious, or wanting ; caudex 
erect or creeping ; fronds stipitate, dimorphous, fertile ones pinnate ; 
pinnae torulose or flattish ; veins all free pinnate. (Differs from 
Onoclea in having free veins.) 

i. Struthiopteris orientalis. {Hook.) Fronds ovate-oblong, 
not attenuated at the base ; fertile ones oblong, contracted ; pinnae 
linear-oblong, flattened, two-edged, the broad refracted margins 
covering the whole back, dark brown, glossy, at length spreading, 
and torn at the margin. Hook . Syn. Fil, p. 46. Bedd . F B. /. 
/. 171. 

Sikkim, elevation 900-1,200 feet, Khasya, Assam. 

(Also in Japan and Western China.) 

GENUS VIII.— WOODSIA. {Br.) 

(In honour of Joseph Wood, a British botanist.) 

Son globose 3 indusium inferior, soft, membranaceous, calyciform, 
or more or less globose, and sometimes enclosing the sorus, at length 
opening at the top, the margin laciniate or fringed ; veins free, simple, 
or forked. Small herbaceous ferns, the stipes tufted, often jointed. 

1. Woodsia hyperborea. {Br.) Glabrous, or with tjae stipes, 
rachis and costa beneath slightly hairy and scaly ; fronds 5 inches 
long by ^ inch broad, linear-lanceolate, pinnate; pinnae cordate- 
ovate, pinnatifid, with few broadly obovate entire lobes, the lower 
ones distinct ; indusium smaller than the sorus, but fringed with long 
hairs which extend beyond it. Hook . Syn . Fil. p. 46. Clarke , 
A 434- 

Kashmir, Sind Valley, elevation 8,000 feet ; collected only oy 
Mr. Levinge. 

(Also in Alpine and Arctic Europe and North Asia.) 
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2. Woodsia lanosa, ( Hook .) Like hyperborea, but the frond 
densely ferruginous, with soft long hairs and scales, stipe also villous 
or lanate, but becoming glabrous in age. Perhaps a very tomentose 
variety of No. i. Hook. Syn . Fil. p. 47. Bedd . F B. I. t. 341. 

Only in Northern India — mountains of Kumaon; Pindari, 12,000 
feet; above Namik, 11,600 feet; Sikkim Lachen, 14,000 to 16,000 
feet; Mount Donkia, 18,000 feet. 

3. Woodsia elongata. ( Hook ) Glandulosely pilose ; fronds 
up to 12 inches long by i-*i£ inch broad, narrow oblong pinnate, 
pinnae rather distant alternate sessile from a broadish base, oblong 
obtuse, pinnatifid not more than half down, lobes short, rounded, 
dentate ; sori globose, much elevated ; indusium larger than the 
sorus, very membranaceous, globose, soon bursting with a lacerated 
apex, not ciliated. Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 47. Bedd. F B. /. t. 14. 

Himalayas, from Dhurmsala to Sikkim, 8,000 to 12,000 feet; 
common. 


GENUS IX.— PERANEMA. (Don) 

( Peri , around ; nema> a thread ; the sorus on a thread-like stalk.) 

Sori globose, on the back of a vein or veinlet ; indusium in- 
ferior, globose, coriaceous, pedicellate, at first enclosing the whole 
sorus, at length bursting vertically into two spreading lips ; veins 
free, forked, clavate; fronds large, decompound. Sphaeropteris, 
Wallich. 

1. Peranema cyatheoides. (Don) Fronds up to 4-6 feet 
high, stipate, deltoid decompound, ultimate pinnules sessile, linear- 
oblong, obtuse, half an inch long, pinnatifid, repand, or crenate ; 
main rachis scaly or pubescent. Don . Fr. FI. Hep. p. 12. Bedd. 
F S . I. t. 73. Sphaeropteris barbata, Wall. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 49. 

Nepal and Bhotan, 6,000-10,000 feet; Khasya, 4,500-6,000 
feet ; Anamallays, 6,000 feet. 
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GENUS X.-CIBOTIUM. (Kaulf.) 

{ Kibotos , a casket — form of the indushim.) 

Son at the apex of a vein, intra-marginal ; indusium distinctly 
two-vaived, the outer valve coriaceous, distinct from the substance 
of the frond ; veins free, simple, forked, or pinnate ; arborescent, 
with large decompound coriaceous fronds. Only differs from Dick- 
sonia in the outer valve of the, indusium being distinct from the sub- 
stance of the frond. 

i. Cibotium Barometz. (Link.) Arborescent; fronds tri- 
pinnate, lower pinnae ovate- lanceolate, 1-2 feet long, 6-12 inches 
broad ; pinnules linear-acuminate, cut down within a short dis- 
tance of the rachis above, and sometimes quite down to it at the 
base, segments linear-oblong, acute, subfalcate, upper surface naked, 
shining, lower glaucous, sometimes furfuraceous ; sori 2-12 to a lobe ; 
the valves nearly equal, transversely oblong. Link , Fil . Sp . p. 166. 
Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 49. C. glaucum, Bedd. F. B. I. t. 83. 

Mishmee, Assam, Tavoy. 

(Also in the Malay Islands and South China.) 


GENUS XI. — DEN N ST 7 EDTI A. (Bernh) 

(In honour of Dennstadt, a German writer.) 

Sori at the apex of a vein ; indusium cup-shaped, not at all, or 
very indistinctly, two-valved ; veins free, simple, forked, or pinnate ; 
not arborescent; fronds herbaceous or membranaceous. Patania 
Presl. a name of later date. Dicksonia Sec. Patania. Hook. 

1. Dennstaedtia scabra. (Wall, under Dicksonia.) Rhizome 
wide-creeping, villous ; main rachis scabrous, often wavy ; fronds very 
variable in size, up to 2L-3 feet long, and 2 feet broad ; deltoid 
or ovate, bipinnate, surface beneath with scattered glistening hairs, 
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IqwA* pinnae 4-8 inches long, lanceolate, pinnules quite distinct, 
1-1^ inches long, the lower ones cut down nearly 
to the rachis into numerous pinnatifid oblong del- 
toid segments ; sori 2-6 to the lower segments ; 
indusium cup-shaped, subglobose. Wall. Cat 
Dicksonia, Hook. Syn . Fit p. 54. Dennstaedtia 
deltoidea, Bedd. F. S. /. /. 258. 

Ceylon, central provinces ; Himalayas, Kumaoa 
to Bhotan, 4,000-8,000 feet ; Khasya, 4,000-6,000 
feet ; Birma and the Malay Peninsula generally, very 
common. 

2. Dennsivedtia Elwesii. (Baker, under Pa- 
tania.) Fronds lanceolate, tripin natifid, i-ii foot 
long ; rachis stramineous glabrous ; pinnae lanceolate, 
nearly sessile, 3-4 inches long, inch broad, the 
rachis flattened ; pinnules 20-30-jugate, lanceolate, 
sessile cuneate at the base, 1^-2 lines broad, deeply 
pinnatifid ; segments ligulate, erecto-patent, many 
entire parallel, lowest on the upper side often bifid, both sides 
glabrous ; veins solitary in the centre of each segment ; sorus 
covering the entire apex of the segment. Hook . Syn . Fil. p. 54. 
Bedd \ SuppL to Ferns , /. 347. 

Sikkim, near Lachen, 8,500 feet; Choongtam, 9,000 feet. 

3. DennstvEDTIa appendiculata. (Wall, under Dicksonia.) 
Fronds oblong or lanceolate, bipinnate, 12-18 inches long, 6 inches 
broad; rachis hairy ; pinnae close together,, their rachises parallel, 
lower ones linear-lanceolate, 3-4 inches long, cut down to the rachis ; 
pinnules linear-oblong, £ inch long, 2 lines broad, pinnatifid into 
linear segments, under surface glandulosely pilose; sori 2-6 to 
a pinnule placed at the base of the sinuses ; indusium cup- 
shaped, globose. Wall. Cat. 65. Dicksonia (Patania) appendiculata. 
Hook. Syn . Fit p. 54. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 82. 

Senchal above Darjeeling, 8,500 feet ; Lachen Valley, in Sikkim, 
Nepal ; Kumaon Gori Valley, 5,500 feet ; Banks of the Vishnugunga, 
above Panchkisar, 8,000-9,000 feet. 



n? 12 

DRNNST\*DTIA 
SCABUA. (Wall: \ 




CIBOTIUM BAROMETZ. {Ltnk.) 



*38 


Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 


TRIBE III.— HYMENOPHYLLE./E. 

Sori terminal or marginal from the apex of a vein ; receptacle 
elongated, often filiform an d long, and exserted more or less, clothed 
especially below with sessile orbicular imbricated subpeltate com- 
pressed capsules, surrounded by a complete transverse ring, opening 
vertically ; indusium inferior, various in shape, generally of the 
same texture as the frond. Small, often epiphytal ferns, herbaceo-* 
membranaceous, more or less laxly cellular, variously costate and 
veined. Caudex frequently long, creeping, and filiform. 

GENUS XII. — HYMENOPHYLLUM. (Z.) 

(. Hyjnen , membrane ; phyllon , leaf.) 

Sori marginal, more or less sunk in the frond or exserted, ter- 
minating a costa or vein; indusium inferior, more or less deeply 
two-lipped or two-valved, toothed, fringed, or entire ; receptacle 
elongated, columnar, exserted, or included ; capsule mostly orbicu- 
lar, depressed, attached by the centre, furnished with a broad trans- 
verse ring, opening irregularly at the apex. Small, often minute 
ferns, growing on trunks of trees and damp rocks in moist places, 
generally on the mountains ; fronds delicately membranaceous, 
simple or compound, costate, or with simple or branched, never 
anastomosing, veins. 

* Margin of the frond entire. 

/ J ] i. Hymenophyllum parvifolium. ( Baker .) 

v//j A very tiny species, rhizome slender, creeping, 
\f j tomentose ; stipes about i line long ; frond 

uj very minute, 2-3 lines long, 1 line broad, 

V linear-oblong, margin entire ; simple or 2-3- 

cleft at the apex, sometimes half-way down, 
furnished only with a central costa and a 
N?l4 few faint, irregular, free spurious venules, the 

hymenophyllum margin not thickened ; sori solitary, terminal^ 
parvifolium. [ Baker .) the cuneate base sunk in the frond divided 
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aboftt half way down ; valves rounded entire. Baker , Syn. FiL 
f. 56. Bedd. F B. I, t. 225. 

Moulmein. 

x 2. Hymenophyllum tenellum. (K* An.) Rhizome wide-creep- 
ing hairy or with fine hair-like scales; stipes i-ij inch long; 
slender, somewhat hairy, fronds 1-2 inches long, |-i inch broad, 
oblong to deltoid, tripinnatifid, margin entire, main rachis winged^ 
more* or less furnished beneath with ferruginous hair-like scales; 
pinnae 4-6 jugate, deltoid, cuneate-truncate at the base on the lower 
side, lower pinnules 1-2, cleft at tip with ligulate blunt lobes, % line 
broad, partial rachises and veins more or less hairy beneath, glabrous 
above; sori 2-6 to a pinna, terminal in the lobes; involucre with 
hemispherical lobes, and a cuneate entire immersed base. Baker , 
Syn. FiL p. 57. H. polyanthos, Bedd. F S. /. t. 267. H. emer- 
sum, Baker , Syn. FiL 1st ed. p. 457. 

Ceylon. (C. P. 3,560.) Differs from any form of polyanthos 
in having the raclrses and veins hairy beneath. 

3. Hymenophyllum exsertum. (Wall) Stipe 1-2 J inches 
long, slender; fronds 2-6 inches long, 1-2 inches broad, lanceolate- 
oblong, ovate or short triangular bipinnatifid ; main rachis winged 
above or throughout, more or less densely clothed w T ith deciduous 
ferruginous hairs ; lower pinnae rhomboidal, lanceolate-acuminate, 
divided more than half way down to the rachis into simple or forked 
linear pinnules, slightly hairy on the principal veins ; sori 2-8 to a 
pinna, terminal or axillary in the segments on both sides, involucre 
divided down nearly to the base ; valves oblong, bluntly denticulate 
at the apex. Hook. Syn. FiL p. 58. Bedd . F S . L t. 9. 

Himalayas and Khasya Hills, 2,000 to 9,000 feet ; Birma ; all 
the Western Ghats of the Madras Presidency ; Ceylon, central pro- 
vinces. Very common. 

4. Hymenophyllum polyanthos. (Siv.) Stipes 2-3$ inches 
long, wingless or narrowly winged towards the apex; fronds glabrous, 
or nearly so, 2-8 inches long by 1-3 inches broad, not crisped, ovate- 
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oblong tripinnatifid ; main rachis with a narrow wing ; lower pinnae 
triangular rhomboidal, divided down to a narrow centre into several 
pinnules on each side, the lowest of which are cuneate or rhomboidal, 
deeply pinnatifid, ultimate segments linear, i-i| line long, less than 
$ 2l line broad; sori 2-12 to a pinna, terminal or axillary on the 
segments on both sides ; involucre small, divided down nearly to the 
base ; valves ovate or rounded entire or slightly denticulate. Swartz , 
Syn. Fit. t. 149. Hook. Syn. Fit. p. 60. H. microglossum, V.D.&. 
Hook. Syn. Fit. p. 59. H. polyanthos ft. minor. Bedd. F. B. /. 
L 306. H. Blumeanum, Spretig . Bedd. F S. I. t . 266. 

Himalayas and Khasya mountains, 1,000-12,000 feet elevation. 
Western Ghats of the Madras Presidency ; Ceylon; Birma. * 

(Also widely distributed in all tropical and subtropical regions 
throughout the world.) 

The typical form is only from Northern India, and is a very 
large fern. 

Var. ft microglossum is from the western ghats of South 
India. Bedd. F B. I. t . 306. A small form with the stipe more or 
less winged ; but Mr. Clarke sends me a fern under this name from 
Bhotan, which is intermediate between this and the type with some of 
the fronds running very close to Blumeanum. 

Var. y Blumeanum. Fronds very narrow and elongate, and 
pinnae sometimes simply pinnatifid only. Bedd. F S. I. t . 266. 

Ceylon; Tinnevelly and Travancore mountains. This has 
generally been considered a quite distinct species by botanists in 
Ceylon and South India, but Mr. Clarke says it runs into the type in 
Northern India, and cannot be separated. With only Ceylon and 
South Indian specimens in view, it is difficult to consider them all 
forms of one species, but after seeing the Himalayan forms, I quite 
agree with Mr. Clarke that they cannot be separated as species. 

5. Hymenophyllum javanicum. (Spretig.) Glabrous or nearly 
so; stipe 2-4 inches long, erect, margined above with a broad, 
crisped wing ; fronds 4-8 inches long, 3-4 inches broad, triangular, 
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iripinnatifid ; main rachis with a broad crisped wing ; lower pinnae 
i|-2 inches long, triangular-rhomboidal, erect-patent, divided 
down to a narrow crisped centre into several plane or slightly crisped 
pinnules on both sides, the lower of which are several times deeply 
pinnatifid ; sori 6-20 to a pinna, terminal and axillary on the seg- 
ments on both sides ; involucre about as broad as the segments, 
divided down nearly to the base ; valves orbicular, entire, or denticu- 
late. Spreng. Syst . iv. 132. Hook. Syn. FiL p. 60. H. crispatum 
(Wall.), Bedd. F S. 1 . t. 207. 

Himalayas, Nepal, and Bhotan, 5,000-8,000 feet; Khasya, 
3,500-5,500 feet; Western Ghats of the Madras Presidency; 
Ceylon, central provinces ; Birma and Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Australia, New Zealand, Mauritius, Bourbon, and the 
Philippines.) 

Var. p badium. (Hook, and Grev.) Frond hardly or not 
at all crisped. H. badium, Hook. Syn. FiL p . 60. Bedd. F. B . I. 
t. 282. 

Sikkim, Malay Peninsula, Tenasserim on the Mooleyit Moun- 
tain. 

6. Hymenophyllum ciliatum. (Sw.) Stipe 1-2 inches long, 
furnished with tufts of stellate hairs, decurrently winged above ; wing 
ciliate ; frond oblong, acuminate, tripinnatifid, 2-6 inches long, 1-2 
inches broad at the centre ; main rachis broadly winged throughout 
ciliated and hairy like the stipe ; lower pinnae oblong or rhom- 
boidal, with a broad central undivided portion, and numerous erect- 
patent simple or forked ciliated linear segments 2-3 lines long ; sori 
2-12 on a pinna, placed at the end of the lateral segments on both 
sides, involucre immersed suborbicular ; valves divided about half- 
way down, and conspicuously ciliated. Hook. Syn. Fit. p. 63. Bedd. 
F. B. I. t. 305. 

Sikkim. 

(Also in tropical America from Cuba and Mexico to Chili and 
South Brazil ; Tropical Africa, Mauritius, Madagascar, Bourbon. 
Seychelles and Johanna Island ; New Zealand.) 

4 
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f Mr. Clarke seems to doubt the Sikkim locality, but my speci- 
mens received from Dr. Jerdon quite agree with the type. 

** Margin of the frond serrulate. 

7. Hymenophyllum Simonsianum. (Hook) Stipe slender, 
wiry or winged, naked or with a few ferruginous hairs, 1-2 inches 
long ; fronds linear-oblong, 2-6 inches long, up to i«J inch broad, 
pinnatifid to the winged rachis ; the primary segments fan-shaped, 
1-6 lobate, ultimate segments broadly oblong, serrulate; sori 1-4 
terminal on the divisions of the upper pinnae, involucre broadly oblong, 
divided nearly to the base ; valves serrulate. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 68. 
Bedd. F. B. I. /. 281. 

Sikkim, 4,000-10,000 ; common. Khasya Hills. 

8. Hymenophyllum Smithii. (Hook.) Stipe 1-2 inches long, 
wiry naked or slightly tomentose ; fronds oblong-acuminate, 3-8 
inches long, 2-3 inches broad, bipinnatifid ; rachis winged above, 
ciliated below ; pinnae oblong- triangular, with a winged rachis and 
simple or 1-4 times forked linear-serrulate segments ; sori 1-4 ter- 
minal on the segments of the pinnae on both sides ; involucre oblong, 
small, divided half down ; valves entire. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 69. 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 277. 

Malacca and Penang. 

(Also in Philippines and Java.) 

9. Hymenophyllum denticulatum. (Sw) Stipe 1-2 
inches long, erect, ferruginously hairy or naked, often winged towards 
the apex ; rachis winged throughout ; fronds 2-3 inches long by 1 or 
more broad at the base, ovate to narrowly oblong, glabrous, or with 
scattered hairs, slightly crisped, pinnatifid to the rachis; primary 
segments pinnatifid, secondary ones oblong, sometimes again divided, 
serrulate on the margin, involucre ovate, glabrous or scabrous, or 
rarely slightly hairy; valves serrulate, or pectinate. Swartz , Syn. 
Fd. t. 14% and 375. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 70. Bedd. F. B. I. f. 278. 
Clarke, Ferns of North India , p 438. 
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Khasya hills, about Cherra Poonjee, 4,000-5,000 feet; Bhotan, 
Birma, Moulmein mountains, 7,000 feet. 

(Also in Java.) 

Var. ji flaccidum. Main rachis often with much ferru- 
ginous hair beneath ; fronds flaccid, hardly at all crisped, ultimate 
segments slightly serrulate in their upper portion only, the main 
tachis quite entire, valves of the involucre slightly serrulate at the 
summit. H. Khasianum, Hook , Syn. Fil. p . 464. Bedd \ F B . /. 
/. 276. Clarke, l. c., p. 438. 

Khasya Hills, growing with the type. Mr. Clarke, who has seen 
it growing, considers it only a variety of denticulatum. 

10. Hymenophyllum 
Neesii. (Hook.) Stipe 
2-1 inches long, naked, 
or slightly winged, with 
a crispate margin on both 
sides; frond ovate, about 
2 inches long, f-i inch 
broad, tripinnatifid ; ra- 
chis winged throughout, 
the wing and pinnae 
much crisped ; pinnae 
with distant, narrow, sim- 
ple or 1-3 times deeply 
forked, deeply toothed 
segments ; sori small, 
usually single, supra- hymenophyllum neesii. 

axillary on the upper {Hock.) 

pinnae ; involucre subcylindrical below, divided more than half-way 
down, with two acute spinulose-dentate valves. Hook . Syn. FU. 
p % 71. Bedd. F. S /. / 279. Hymenophyllum Tunbridgense, 
Bedd. F S. I t 265. 
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Ceylon, central provinces ; Tinnevelly on the Chokampatty hills, 
5,000 feet ; Penang. 

(Also in Java, Borneo, Fiji, and Philippines.) 

ii. Hymenophyllum Levingii. ( Clarke .) Very delicate in 
texture ; stipe i inch, with moniliform hairs ; frond 1-2 inches long, 
more or less covered with moniliform hairs, narrowly oblong, not 
crisped, pinnatifid to the winged rachis ; primary segments 1^4 
lobate, ultimate segments oblong, remotely serrate, their midrib with 
many hairs and lanceolate Scales of the same texture as the frond ; 
involucres usually 1-2 at the end of the segment, small glabrous 
subquadrate ; valves separating nearly to the base entire or slightly 
toothed at the apex. Clarke , F of North India , p. 439. t. xxix. 
fig- 3- 

Sikkim ; Yoksun and Neebay, 7,000 feet elevation. 


GENUS XIII. — TR1CH0MANES. {Smith.) 

( Thrix , a hair; memos , soft.) 

Sori marginal, always terminating a vein, more or less sunk in 
the frond, involucre monophyllous, tubular, closely corresponding 
with the frond in texture, the mouth truncated or winged, or slightly 
two-lipped ; receptacle filiform, elongated, often considerably exserted 
beyond the mouth of the involucre, capsuliferous principally at the 
base ; capsule sessile, depressed, surrounded by an entire broad 
nearly transverse ring, bursting vertically. Like the last genus in 
habit of growth and delicacy of texture. 

1. Trichomanes Motleyi. ( V. D. B.) Rhizome creeping, 
more or less tomentose; fronds very small, sessile, or shortly 
stalked, about \ inch broad, cordate-orbicular, sometimes some- 
what lobed, sterile ones nearly entire, fertile ones with a deep apical 
sinus ; veins in the sterile fronds radiating from the base without any 
distinct central costa, but a distinct costa is present in the fertile 
fronds ; spurious veins indistinct, a distinct marginal band ; involucre 
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stalked, proceeding from the base of the sinus, the mouth spreading 
and much dilated. Hook. Syn. FiL p. 73. T. Henzaiense, Bedd. 
F. 3 . L t. 1 83. 

Tenasserim, Andamans, Ceylon. 

(Also in Borneo and New Caledonia.) 

2. Trjchomanes exiguum. {Bedd. under Hymenophyllutn.) 
Rhizome wide-creeping ; stipe very short ; frond \ to \ inch linear- 
oblong, narrowed at the base, blunt repand, rarely somewhat 
pinnatifid ; veins pinnate from a central costa, simple or forked, 
spurious venules few but nearly as prominent as the veins, not 
reaching the costa, and often not touching the margin ; involucre 
solitary, terminal, the base sunk in the frond ; valves entire, large 
and spreading; receptacle exserted or included. Bedd . F 3 . /. 
t. 275. Hook- Syn. FiL p. 464. 

Wynaad and Coorg, 3,000-4,000 feet ; Ceylon. 

3. Trichomanes neilgherrense. {Bedd.) Rhizome creeping 
more or less tomentose ; stipe 3-6 lines long, glabrous or tomentose, 
fronds glabrous, very small up to 1 inch long, ovate to elliptic lan- 
ceolate or linear, entire or somewhat lobed ; veins from a more or 
less distinct central costa, spurious venules numerous, a marginal 
band generally present ; involucres terminal, 1-2 sunk in the frond, 
the mouth exserted, more or less two-lipped ; receptacles exserted. 
Bedd. F S. I. t. 6. Hook. Syn . FiL p. 74. 

Nilgiris, abundant about Walaghat, 3,000-4,000 feet ; Anamal- 
lay hills, Tinnevclly and Travancore hills ; Ceylon, central provinces. 

4. Trichomanes Henzaianum. {Parish.) Rhizome creeping, 
tomentose ; stipe from obsolete up to inch long ; frond 
inch each way, very thin, orbicular to obovate-cuneate, more or less 
lobed, central costa present or often obsolete, except towards the 
base, above which it benches off into veins ; veins prominent and 
distinct, spurious venules copious, marginal band absent or incon- 
spicuous; involucres 1-6 sunk in 'the frond ; the mouth two-lipped. 
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Parish in Hook. 2 Cent. Ferns , t. 1. Hook. Syn. Fil. p 75. Bedd. 
F. B. 1 . 1 . 303. 

Moutmein and Pegue, on trees. 

5. Trichomanes muscoides. (£«>.) Frond stalked, 1-3 inches 
long, by | inch broad, linear-oblong to suborbicular, entire or 

j p. 75. Bedd. F. 

Cferl! \ // B.I.t. 304. 

( { ' Northern In- 

r /J'py/Pi dia ( received 

W\ / y/LyZsJ from D > as > ; 

j /’/ Khasya. 

' pical America 

anc ^ Africa, Poly- 

^ „o,q. Mr." Clarke 

trichomanes parvuutm. states that the 

{Pair.) typical form is 

not found in Northern India, but only the variety sublimba- 
tum, distinguished by having no trace of a marginal band, but in 
Griffith’s specimen collected on the Khasya hills, this marginal band 
is more or less present in some fronds, and I do not think it can 
be separated as a variety. This species, as I understand it, is not 
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present in Ceylon or S. India, the Ceylon plant being identical with 
the Nilgiri T. neilgherrense. 

6. Trichomanes parvulum. (Point.) Rhizome wide-creep- 
ing, interlaced ; stipe i inch long, wiry, slender, tomentose below; 
frond i to % inch each way, orbicular in general outline, cuneate or 
truncate at the base, flabellately cut about half-way down from 
th$ outer edge in the direction of the base into narrow irregular seg- 
ments ; veins close, prominent, so that the frond, when dry, appears 
channelled ; dichotomous at a very small angle ; spurious venules 
numerous ; sori 4-6, terminal on the central segments, the tube 
quite sunk in the frond, the mouth dilated at the sides. Hook. 
Syn. Fil. p. 75. Bedd. F S. I. t. 179. 

Nilgiris. 

(Also in Japan, China, Java, Polynesian Islands, Madagascar, 
Johanna Island, and the Moluccas.) 

7. Trichomanes prolif.rum. (Blume.) Rhizome wide-creep- 

ing, interlaced ; stipe 1-2 inches 
long, slender, bearing 1-3 deeply 
divided fronds about 1 inch broad 
each way, ovate - lanceolate to 
roundish ; segments narrow dicho- 
tomously branched, divided down 
nearly to the central rachis ; veins 
numerous, irregular; sori 4-12, 
terminal, the tube quite sunk, the trichomanes digitatum. 
mouth obscurely two-lipped; re- (Sw.) 

ceptacles exserted. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 76. Bedd. F. S. L t. 262. 

Nilgiris, west slopes, 3,000 feet ; Travancore Hills, Ceylon. 

(Also in Java and the Philippine Islands.) 

8. Trichomanes digitatum. (Swartz.) Stipe very slender, 
naked, | inch long ; frond 1-2 inches long, 4-i inch broad, irregular 
in general outline, divided down nearly to the base, or a broadly- 
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winged rachis into long broadly-linear dichotomous segments, some- 
times ciliate, with only a central costa in each ; sori 2-6, terminal on 
the segments ; involucre cup-shaped, quite sunk, the mouth broadly 
dilated, slightly two-lipped. Hook. Syn . Fil. p. 76. T. corticola, 
Bedd. F. S. I. t. 264. 

Ceylon, Ambagamwa district ; also collected by Griffith either 
in North India or the Malay peninsula. 

(Also in Mauritius, Bourbon, Java, and the Polynesian Islands.) 

9. Trichomanes KtjUzii. (Bedd.) Rhizome slender, wide 
creeping; stipe very short ; frond not 1 inch long, cuneate below, 

deeply pinnati- 
fid, primary seg- 
ments 1-3 lo- 
bate, ultimate 
segments linear, 
texture thick, 
surface some- 
what undulated, 
margin bound- 
ed by a thickened line, a central vein only in each segment ; sori 
1-2 to a frond, subterminal, the involucre turbinate, sunk in the 
frond, the mouth dilated but without lips. Bedd. F B. I. t. 286. 
Trich. nanum, Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 77. Crepidomanes nanum, V. 
JD. B. Hymen. Suppl. p. 122. Clarke , F. A r . I.p. 440. 

Assam, Andaman Islands ; Malabar, at Poodoopady, foot of the 
Tambacherry Ghat 

10. Trichomanes viridans. (Melt.) Rhizome creeping, to- 
mentose ; fronds with a broadly winged stipe £-1 inch long, very 
irregular in outline, more or less deeply pinnatifid nearly down to the 
midrib ; segments again more or less deeply divided, obtuse and 
rounded at the apex of the lobes ; veins erect-patent from a 
central costa one to each lobe of the segments ; spurious venules 
lineolate, numerous, very short and detached ; sori numerous, terminal 
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at the apex of the lobes, tube almost entirely exserted, only the Base 
being sunk in the margin of the frond, the mouth dilated. Kuhn , 
Lin . 35, p . 389. T.. pusillum, Bedd. F 3 . I. t. 302. (Not of 

Swartz .) 

Moulmein. 

11. Trichomanes intramarginale. (Hook and Grev.) Rhi- 
zpme slender, creeping, tomentose ; stipe short ; frond 1-2 inches 
long, inch broad, tapering below, erect pinnatifid, central portion 
1 line broad, segments few, erect, simple, forked or pinnate, sub- 
coriaceous, opaque, the apices retuse, a central costa only in each 
segment, but the margin thickened ; involucres 1-4 to a frond, sub- 
cylindric, tapering at the base, sunk entirely in the apex of the 
segments ; receptacles protruding. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 79. Bedd. F. 
S. /. /. 208. 

Sivagiri Hills (Tinnevelly district) ; Malabar plains, foot of the 
Bhagamandal Ghat, which descends from Coorg ; Ceylon, in the 
Ambagamwa district. 

12. Trichomanes pallidum. (Blume.) Rhizome creeping, 
slender, tomentose ; stipe 1-3 inches long, wiry, slender ; fronds 2-6 
inches long by i-ii inch broad, ovate to lanceolate bipinnatifid, 
divided down to a narrowly winged rachis, glauco-fuscous when dry, 
primary divisions broad-lanceolate, the segments all acute-linear, 
simple or forked ; veins broad and few ; sori 1-4 to a pinna, super- 
axillary on short segments partially sunk, short cylindrical, attenuated 
at the base, the mouth broad-spreading, but scarcely two-lipped. 
Blume Hook. Syn . Fil. p. 80. T. glauco-fuscum, Hook. Sp. Fil. 1, 
p. 128. Bedd. F S. /. /. 263. 

Ceylon, Ambagamwa district ; Penang. 

(Also in the Pacific Islands, and the Philippines.) 

13. Trichomanes bipunctatum. (Poir.) Rhizome wide- 
creeping, tomentose, rather slender, stipes 1-2 inches long, naked 
slightly winged above; frond 1-4 inches long, i%~2 inches broad, 
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ovate, tripinnatifid, main rachis with a very narrow wing or free 
below; pinnae ovate-rhomboidal, pinnatifid down to a narrowly- 
winged rachis ; the lower pinnule again deeply pinnatifid ; ultimate 
segment linear ; texture firm, membranaceous ; a central costa in 
e&ch segment, spurious venules none or indistinct ; sori 1-4 to a 
pinna, axillary or terminal on the segments; tube sunk or some 
what exserted ; the mouth very distinctly two lipped, the lips sub- 
triangular with a rounded apex. Poiret in Encyc. Meth. Boh 
viii. 69. Trich. Filicula, Bory . Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 81. Bedd. 
F. B. /. /. 283. 

Himalayas and Khasya hills, up to 6,000 feet ; all the western 
furests of the Madras and Bombay Presidencies, up to 8,000 feet ; 
Ceylon; Birma. 

(A*so throughout the tropics of the whole world.) 

Var. /3 insigne. ( V. D. B.) A narrower more slender form. 
Bedd. F B. /. f. 284. 

N. W. Himalaya. 

Var. y plicatum. ( V D. B.) Ultimate segments of the 
pinnules very narrow and acute ; wing of the rachis somewhat 
crisped. Bedd. F B. I. t. 285. 

Birma. 

14. Trichomanes pyxidiferum. (Z.) Rhizome wide-creep- 
ing, tomentose, rather slender ; stipe 1-2 inches long, naked, 
winged above; frond 1-6 inches long, i-i£ inch broad, ovato- 
oblong, tripinnatifid, main rachis with a very narrow wing ; pinnse 
ovate-rhomboidal, pinnatifid down to a narrowly-winged rachis, with 
the lower pinnule again deeply pinnatifid ; ultimate segment linear, 
often emarginate at the apex ; texture membranaceous ; a central 
costa in each segment ; spurious venules none or indistinct ; sori 
1-4 to a pinna, axillary, tube more or less winged, mouth broadly 
dilated but scarcely two- lipped ; receptacle filiform, exserted. 
Hook. Syn. Fil. p. Si. Bedd. F. S. J . t. 7. F. B. 1 . /. 301. A 
small variety. 

Scarcely distinguishable from No. 13, except by the involucre. 
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South Indian forests, Ceylon, Birma, Eastern Bengal. 

(Also in the tropics throughout the world.) 

Var. /3 limbatum. Fronds up to 8-10 inches long, by 1^-2 
inches broad, flaccid, and larger and less cut than the type. Bedd. 
F. B. I. t. 348. 

Khasya Hdls, 6,000 feet. 

15. TrichOxManes birmanicum. (. Bedd .) Rhizome thick, wiry, 
wide-creeping, tomentose; stipe 1-3 inches long, winged throughout; 
frond 2-7 inches long up to 2 \ inches broad, ovate, rachis winged ; 
pinnae very compound, very minutely furfuraceous (under the lens), 
the ultimate segments very narrow, \ line broad, a single costa to 
each ultimate segment ; sori copious, supra-axillary, much exserted, 
the mouth truncated. Bedd . F B. I. Suppl. t. 349. 

Birma, common on the Mooleyit mountain, 5,000-6,000 

feet. 


16. Trichomanes radicans. {Sw.) Rhizome wiry, wide- 
creeping, tomentose; stipe strong, up to 6 inches long, naked or 
nearly so ; fronds up to 12 inches long and 6 inches bread, 3-4-pin- 
natifid, main rachis naked or winged sometimes to the base of the 
stipe, lower pinnae 1-4 inches long, ovate- rhomboidal, ultimate 
segments oblong, one-nerved, texrnre firm, membranaceous ; sori 
lateral, 1-4 to a pinnule, the tube small, subcoriaceous, more or 
less exserted, the mouth slightly lipped or altogether truncated, 
receptacle slender, elongated. Sivartz , FI. Ind. Or. 1736. Hook . 
Syn, Fil. p. 81. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 181. T. umbrosum, Wattich . 

Himalayas from Nepal to Bhotan, 2,000-7,000 feet ; common 
in Khasya, 2,000-5,500 feet; Mergui. 

(Also scattered throughout warm, temperate regions of both 
hemispheres, and known as the Irish fern.) 

Mr. Clarke says it often climbs to the height of 10 feet, and is 
i~2 pinnate with finely divided fronds, in which state it is very 
distinct ; but it also varies so as to be with difficulty distinguished 
from pyxidiferum on one hand and auriculatum on the other. 
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r Var. ft anceps. (Wall.) Frond smaller; stipe often winged 
to the base, primary segments pinnatifid or somewhat 2-pinnatifid ; 
lips of the involucre slightly broader than the tube. Clarke , F. IV. 
Lp. 441. 

v Sikkim and Khasya, frequent 

17. Trichomanes auriculatum. (Flume.) Rhizome strong, 
wide-creeping, tomentose ; frond nearly sessile, 1-2-scarcely 3-pin- 
natifid, 6-12 inches long, 1-2 inches broad, rachis more or less 
winged, pinnae shortly stalked, ovate-rhomboidal, obliquely cuneate 
at the base, irregularly pinnatifid half down or more, ultimate seg- 
ments ovate entire with flabellate nerves, or narrowly oblong one- 
nerved, texture subcoriaceous ; sori 2-12 to a pinna, the tube nearly 
or quite exserted, the mouth truncate. Flume , FI. Jav. Fil. p. 225. 
Hook. Syn . Fil. p. 82. Fedd. F F. I. t. 182. 

Sikkim, Bhotan, 2,000-7,000 feet, frequent; Khasya, 3,000- 
5,500 feet, common ; Cachar. 

(Also in Japan, Formosa, Philippines, Java, and Guiana.) 

18. Trichomanes javanicum. (Flume) Caudex tufted with 
strong wiry roots; stipe 1-4 inches long, wiry, erect, naked, or 
villous ; fronds 2-8 inches long, 1-2 inches broad, ovate-lanceolate, 
acuminate, simply pinnate, pinnae oblong serrate, or linear fimbriate, 
texture subcoriaceous ; veins numerous, close, central costa not 
clearly marked or continuous to the apex ; sori 1-4, placed in the 
axils of the linear segments on the upper side of the pinnae ; tube 
free, the mouth broadly dilated, but not two-lipped, receptacle much 
exserted. FI. En. PI. Jav . Fil. 224. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 83. Fedd. 
F. F. I. t. 180. 

Chittagong, up to 1,000 feet; Cachar; Malay peninsula. 

(Also in Borneo, Java, Polynesian Islands, and Madagascar.) 

19. Trichomanes rigidum. (Swartz.) Stipe tufted, erect, 
wiry, 2-8 inches long, naked or very slightly winged above ; fronds 
2-8 inches long, 2-6 inches broad, deltoid or ovate, acuminate, 
3~4 pinnatifid, the main rachis usually only slightly winged towards 
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the tdj? ; lower pinnae 2-3 inches long, erect-patent, ovate or lan- 
:eolate-rhomboidal cut down the rachis ; pinnules deeply pinnatifid 
with deeply toothed dr pinnatifid linear lobes, texture subcoriaceous, 
colour dar^: green, nearly black when dry, nearly naked, often slightly 
crisped ; sori 2-16 to a pinnule, small axillary, the tube more or less 
exserted, the mouth slightly dilated. Hook . Syn. Fil. /. 86. Bedd. 
F. S. L t, 8. 

Common in the moist forests on the western mountains of the 
Madras Presidency, 2,000-4,000 feet elevation, and in Ceylon and 
the Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in tropical America and the West Indies, Polynesian 
Islands, New Zealand, Japan, South China, South Africa, Angola, 
Fernando Po, and the Mascareen Islands.) 

TRIBE IV.— DAVALLIEiE. 

Sori marginal or submarginal, roundish, covered by a reniform 
or suborbicular, squamiform indusium, which is open at the apex, 
fastened broadly at the base, open or free at the sides. 

GENUS XIV.— HUMATA. (Cav.) 

( Humatos , humid, in opposition to Adian/um.) 

Sori intra- or sub- marginal, globose, indusium coriaceous subor- 
bicular or reniform, attached by a broad base, the apex and sides 
free ; fronds articulated upon the rhizome, coriaceous, small usually 
deltoid, more or less dimorphous, the barren ones less cut ; veins 
always free, rhizome creeping, growing on trees or rocks. 

1. Humata heterophylla. (Smith.) Rhizome wide-creeping, 
scaly ; frond shortly stalked, 3-6 inches long, 1 inch • broad, 
glabrous ; the sterile ones ovate-lanceolate entire or slightly lobed at 
the base, the fertile ones narrower, deeply sinuate-pinnatifid ; sori 
2 -ic to a lobe. Hook. Syn . Fil. 88. Bedd. F B. /. t. 100. 

Singapore, Penang, and the Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Polynesian Islands.) 
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2. Humata angustata. {Wall) Rhizome wide -creeping, 
scaly; fronds subsessile or shortly stalked, 3-8 inches long, i-f 
inch broad, linear, slightly and irregularly crenate at the margin, 
rarely once forked ; both surfaces naked ; veins parallel, simple or 
forked thickened ; sori in a row along the edges, indusium small, 
transversely oval. Hook. Syn. FiL p. 88. Bedd. F 3 . I t 237. 

The Malay Peninsula,. Malacca, &c. 

' (Also in the Malay Islands.) 


3. Humata par allela. ( Wall .) 
fronds, 4-8 inches long, 

1^-2 inches broad, 
stipitate, coriaceous, 
ovate-lanceolate, acu- 
minate, deeply pinnati- 
fid nearly to the rachis ; 
segments close, paral- 
lel, horizontally patent, 
linear or linear-oblong 
subfalcate entire, the 
lowermost pair some- 
times with a solitary 
obtuse lobe at the base 
beneath, rarely more; 
involucres semiorbicu- 
lar copious marginal, 
but all pointing towards 
the apex of the seg- 
ments in two close 
parallel lines (not point- 
ing towards the mar- 
gins); veins thickened sunk. 

* 99* 

Birma and the Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Polynesian Islands.) 


Caudex creeping, paleaceous ; 
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HUMATA PARALLELA. 

Hook. Syn . FiL 89. 


( Wall.) 

Bedd, F 3 . I. 


48 


Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 


4. Humata pedata. {Smith.) Rhizome creeping, scaly ; stipe 

2- 4 inches long, fronds 2-8 long, by i|— 4 inches broad, deltoid 
in outline, cut down nearly or quite to the rachis, the lower pair of 
segments or pinnules larger than the others, and more compound, 
deeply pinnatifid, with the segments crenated, or more or less pin- 
natifid ; sori in rows on the teeth on both sides of the lobes. Smith , 
Tentam Gen. Fit. 15. Hook. Syn. Fit. p. 89. Bedd. F S. I. t. 12. 
H. alpina, Blume , is a smaller, more finely cut variety, which i^ 
found in the Himalayas as well as Mergui. H. vestita (BL), Bedd. 
F ! S. /. /. 253, has a longer stipe, Is more lanceolate in shape, and 
more finely cut, but is said to run into typical “ pedata.” 

The typical form is found on the western slopes of the Nilgiris, 
and on the Travancore Ghats, at 3,000-4,000 feet elevation ; Sikkim, 
Bhotan, Khasya, Jaintea, 4,000 feet ; Ceylon ; and the Malay 
Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands, North Australia, South China, in 
Japan, and the Mascareen Islands.) 

The variety alpina has been received from the north west 
Himalayas (Dyas), and Mergui, and also inhabits Java, Azores, and 
the Polynesian Islands. 

The variety vestita is from Ceylon, and also occurs in Java. 

GENUS XV, — LEU COSTEGI A. (Brest.) 

(From leu coS) white : s legos, a cover.) 

Sori intra- or sub-marginal, indusium as in Humata, but smaller, 
narrower and thinner ; fronds articulated upon the rhizome (except 
in nodosa), generally membranaceous and flaccid, generally 3-4- 
pinnatifid or pinnate, rarely only bipinnatifid ; veins forked, venules 
free ; rhizome long, creeping, growing generally on trees and rocks. 

1. Leucostegia hymenofhylla ( Parish MS.) Caudex 

creeping, furnished with numerous long wiry roots, stipe slender, 

3- 4 inches long ; fronds subglabrous, membranaceous, very flaccid 
and transparent, ovate, or deltoid- ovate pinnate ; lower pinnae deeply 
pinnatifid with the lower basal segments much the largest, and again 
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pinnatifid with the segments entire or crenated, the remaining pinnae 
pinnatifid with the segments crenated; son at the apex of the 
superior veinlets of each segment, indusium as in the genus, veins 
terminating within the margin. Hook . Syn. FiL p. 90. Bedd. F B. I. 
/. 96. 

This very delicate species was discovered near Moulmein, on 
limestone rocks, by the Rev. C. S. Parish. 

Moulmein. 

2. Leucostegia membranulosa. ( Wall) Caudex hispid, with 
very long, slender, subulate, rigid, membranaceous scales; fronds 
9-15 inches long, thin and membranaceous ovate-lanceolate and as 
well as the slender stipe and rachis pubescent-hirsute, bipinnatifid ; 
pinnae lanceolate, their rachis winged ; pinnules lanceolate pinnatifid, 
the segments ovate-lanceolate subfalcate, very acute entire or rarely 
toothed ; involucres small, ovate-subrotund acute, very thin and 
membranaceous fixed by the broad base, the rest free. Hook . Syn. 
FiL p. 91. Bedd. F B. I. t. 98. 

Very like multidentata, but differs in the scales of the rhizome, 
and in the fronds being much less compound; in this they are 
pinnate, with the pinnae deeply pinnatifid, in multidentata bipinnate, 
with the pinnae deeply pinnatifid. 

Nepal, Kumaon, Moharguri Pass, 6,500 feet. 

(Also in Yunan.) 

3. Leucostegia multidentata. {Wall, under Aspidtum.) 
Rhizome stout-creeping ; scales ovate-acute ; fronds with the stipe up 
to 2 feet long and 1 foot broad, deltoid, bipinnate, with the pinnules 
deeply pinnatifid, down to a winged rachis, texture herbaceous; 
rachises pubescent above, often furnished with a few distant large 
ovate scales, rachises and segments beneath, generally glandularly 
pubescent ; sori 2-12 to a segment, placed at the base of its teeth, 
on the upper side of the central vein. Wall. Cat. 346. Microlepia 
pteropus. Bedd. F. B. /. /. 313. Hook. Syn . FiL p. 91. 

Himalayas, Nepal and Bhotan, 5,000-8,000 feet; Khasya, 
4 iOoo-5 9 ooo feet, common. 
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4. Leucostegia assamica. ( Bedd. under Aerophones.) Rhizome 
creeping, covered with numerous imbricated chaffy golden, ovate- 
acute scales ; fronds glabrous, shining, 8-14 inches long (including 
the stipe, which is 2-3 inches), 2-3 inches broad, subcoriaceous 
lanceolate, pinnate with the primary pinnae alternate or opposite, 
pinnatifid almost to the rachis, lower ones petiolate, upper ones 
decurrent so as to form a regular wing to the rachis, pinnules 
pinnatifid, segments toothed, 
terminating within the margin; 
involucres as in the genus, as 
broad as deep. Bedd . F B. 

/. /. 94. Hook. Sp. Fil. p. 467. 

Bhotan, Mishmee, and by 
the Dihong. 

5. Leucostegia immersa. 

( Wall.) Rhizome creeping stout, 
fibrillose ; stipe 4-8 inches long, 
strong, erect; fronds 12-18 
inches long, 6-9 inches broad, 
deltoid, tripinnate, glabrous ; 
lowest pinnule lanceolate and 
deltoid, 2-3 inches long, 1 inch 
broad, with broad segments, 
which are obliquely truncate 
at the base below, and roundly 
lobed with the ldbes again crenate above ; texture herbaceous ; 
sori large, impressed, clearly visible from the upper side, 1-6 to a 
segment, oblique ; involucre broader than long. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 91. 
Bedd. F S. /. t. n. 

Madras Presidency on the Western mountains ; very abundant in 
Coorg, growing on trees. Himalayas, from Mussorrie to Bhotan, 
3,000-6,000 feet Sikkim, Khasya, Parasnath, and the Malay 
Peninsula. 

(Also in Java.) 


each bearing one sorus, veins 
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6. Leucostegia Hookeri. {Moore, under Acrop/iorus.) Rhizome 
stout ; scales dense, lanceolate, golden ; stipe up to 6 inches long 
slender often scaly at the base ; fronds deltoid up to io inches long, 
3-4 pinnatifid ; lower pinnae opposite or alternate, lanceolate or 
deltoid, 1-2 inches broad ; pinnules deltoid, ultimate segments 
Iigulate, acute, i-veined, |-i line broad texture; membranaceous; sori 
at the base of the ultimate lobes; involucre persistent, membranaceous, 
broader than long. Davallia Clarkii, Baker . Syn. Ftl. p. 91. 

Himalayas, Lachen, and Sirmur, 8,000-12,000 feet elevation. 
Sundukphoo, near Darjeeling, ir,ooo feet. 

Very like Polypodium dareaeforme, Hook., but with acute seg- 
ments, and differing somewhat in the scales of the rhizome. Indian 
botanists, not having seen this plant, have quoted Hookeri of Moore 
(Clarkii of Baker) as a synonym of dareaeforme, and united the 
two under the name of Leucostegia dareaeformis. Mr. Levinge 
has lately gathered this species at Sundukphoo, but the Kevv 
specimens from Lachen and Sirmur were gathered by Thomson in 
1849. I have examined a great many specimens of dareaeforme in 
the Kew Herbarium, and can find no trace of an indusium, so I retain 
it in Polypodium ; but it is very likely that there is a fugacious 
indusium, and that it is a Leucostegia nearly allied to this species. 

7. Leucostegia pulchra. (Bon. under Davallia .) Rhizome 
wide-creeping, clothed with broad-obtuse, often peltately attached 
scales; stipe 4-6 inches long, naked; fronds 9-15 inches long, 4-8 
inches broad, lanceolate- deltoid, 3-4 pinnatifid, lowest pinnule 1-2 
inches long, 1 inch broad, cut down to a narrowly-winged rachis into 
deeply pinnatifid segments, ultimate lobes narrow lanceolate, not 
distant, not very acute ; texture thin, rather flaccid ; sori copious, 
usually as broad as the segment at the base of the teeth of which it 
is placed ; involucre prominent. Den. Prod. Fi Nep. 1 1. Bedd. 
F. S. I. t. 10 (under Acrophorus). 

Madras Presidency, Western mountains, very common on rocks 
and trees ; Ceylon, central provinces, 3,000-5,000 feet ; Himalayas, 
Nepal, and Bhotan, 2,000-9,000 feet ; Khasya ; Moulmein. 
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8. Leucostegia pseudo-cystopteris . {Kunze.) Very simi- 
lar to pulchra, but the ultimate segments very acute, and the scales 
of the rhizome more spreading. Kunze in Bot. Zeit 1850,/. 68. 
Bedd. P. B. /. /. 92. 

Himalayas, Dalhousie to Nepal, 4,000-8,000 feet. 

Mr. Clarke considers it is a variety only of pulchra. 

9. Leucostegia hymenophylloides. ( Blunie , under DavallicF) 
Caudex creeping, thick, clothed with long narrow subulate scales ; 
fronds ample, tall, 12-24 inches long, ovate-lanceolate, membrana- 
ceous, 3-4 pinnate or supra-decompound ; primary pinnae petiolate, 
ovate-lanceolate acuminate, secondary petiolate oblong-ovate; pin- 
nules ovate, deeply pinnatifid ; the segments ovate acute, subfalcate, 
entire or generally (the fertile ones) with a tooth on the inner margin; 
involucres small hemispherical or subreniform, placed near the centre 
of a segment below the sinus of the tooth; veins slender, black. 
Davallia affinis. Hook. Syn. FiL p. 92. Bedd \ F. S. I t. 252. 

Travancore Mountains, Ceylon, 3,000-4,000 feet. 

(Also in Java and Polynesia.) 

10. Leucostegia parvula. ( Wallich .) Caudex long, creeping, 
clothed with lax subulate scales; frond very small deltoid-tripin- 
natifid, glabrous, rigid (from the stout costa), segments linear through- 
out, slightly grooved above when dry, unequally forked and acute at 
the apices ; sori at the sinus of the forks ; involucres suborbicular, 
dilated above, and broader than the segments. Davallia parvula, 
Hook . Syn. FiL p. 92. Bedd. F B. /. t. 97 (under Acrophorus). 

Placed by Mettenius in Humata. 

Singapore. 

(Also in Borneo and Java.) 

11. Leucostegia nodosa ( Presl. under Acrophorus .) Fronds 
tripinnate, membranaceous furfuraceous on both sides of the veins ; 
pinnules sessile (chaffy beneath at their insertions), oblong-lanceolate, 
secondary ones sessile, oblong obtuse, pinnatifid ; segments Cuneiform 
obtuse, lowest ones inciso-serrate or at the ba^e again subauriculate 
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sdK solitary submarginal ; rachis nodose above at the insertion of the 
pinnae and ferrugineo-tomentose ; stipe not articulate, slightly rough 
or glabrous, paleaceous below ; rhizome short -creeping. Presl. Tent 
Bter. t 3. Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 92. Bedd. F B. /. t 93. 

Himalayas, from Nepal to Bhotan, 3,000-7,000 feet, abundant 
in Sikkim ; Khasya, 3,000-6,000 feet ; Malacca. 

(Also in Java.) 

This differs from the other Leucostegias in habit, and in the 
stipe not being articulate, and should be kept distinct as a genus 
under its original name of Acrophorus ; it is very like Diacalpe aspi- 
dioides except in the indusium. 

GENUS XVI.— PROSAPTIA. (FnsL) 

(Sori immersed in the margin of the frond.) 

Fronds contiguous, linear-lanceolate, pectinate-pinnatifid ; veins 

simple, free ; involucre a marginal 
cyst formed of the substance of 
the frond subcylindric. 

1. Prosaptia Emersoni. 
{Brest) Fronds tufted, sessile, 
6-12 inches long, 1 inch broad, 
linear-lanceolate, cut more than 
half-way down to the rachis into 
many linear-oblong, or at the lower 
part triangular lobes ; texture coria- 
ceous ; sori 1-6 round the edge of 
the lobes. Hook . Syn, Fit p. 94. 
Bedd. F S. I t. 20. 

.Anamallay Mountains, South 
India, 3,000-4,000 feet ; Ceylon ; 
Penang. 

(Also in Java, Borneo, and the 
Philippine Islands.) 

2. Prosaptia contigua. {Swartz.) Fronds tufted, sessile, or 
nearly so, 12-18 inches long, i-i| inch broad, linear-lanceolate, cut 
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down nearly or quite to the rachis into numerous linear-acuminate 
or bluntish slightly-toothed lobes ; texture coriaceous ; sori 2-8 to a 
lobe, placed in the teeth on their upper part. Sw. Syn. FiL p. 130. 
Hook, Syn . FiL p. 94. Bedd. F. S. /. t 19. 

Anamallay Mountains and Travancore Hills, on the west side of 
the Madras Presidency, not common; Ceylon, central provinces, 
5,000 feet 

(Also in Java and the Philippines.) 

GENUS XVII. — DAVALLIA. {Smith.) 

(In honour of Davall, a Swiss botanist) 

Fronds pinnate, bipinnate, or deltoid-multifid, firm and glossy ; 
veins forked, venules free ; sori intra- or submarginal ; involucres ter- 
minal on the veins, attached by the 
base and sides, and forming an 
urceolate tabular cyst impressed in 
the substance of the frond ; rhizome 
creeping or suberect ; stipe articulated 
upon the rhizome. 

1. Davallia triphylla. (Hook.) 
Caudex stout, creeping, covered with 
chaffy scales ; fronds coriaceous small 
temate, pinnae oblong-lanceolate, ob- 
tuse cuneate at the base, in fertile 
plants more elongated, all of them 
entire, intermediate ones petiolate, 
lateral ones shorter, sessile, oblique 
at the base, veins horizontally patent, 
copious, crowded, parallel, forked, 
thickened, flat (not prominent) ; invo- 
lucres semicylindrical, compressed, 
crowded so as to form an uninterrupted marginal line the whole 
length of the pinnae. Hook . Sp. FiL L 162, and Syn. FiL p. 94. 
Bedd. F. B . 1. 1. 105. 

Singapore* 



DAVALLIA TRirHYLLA. ( Hook .) 



Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 


59 


2. Davallia solida. {Swartz) Tall, caudex stout, creepihg, 
clothed with densely imbricated scales, fronds coriaceous trisub- 
quadripinnate, pinnae acuminate; pinnules trapeziform acuminate, 
pinnatifid, many-veined, terminal ones crenate-serrate coadunate 
into an acuminated point ; involucres linear-oblong, sunk in a tooth 
or segment having a narrow wing on each side or entire. Hook, Sp , 
Fil. i. 163. Sw. Syn, FiL pp. 132 and 345. Hook. Syn , Fit, p, 95. 
ddeddi F B, I, t, 104. The width of the pinnules and the amount 
of cutting differ considerably. 

Davallia omata {Wall) is a 
variety with the pinnules very 
wide. 

Birina; Penang ; and 
Singapore. 

(Also in Java and the 
Polynesian Islands.) 

3. Davallia elegans. 

{Sw) Rhizome stout, creep- 
ing, clothed with woolly fibres ; 
stipe firm, erect, 4-8 inches 
long; fronds 1-2 feet long, 

9-15 inches broad, deltoid- 
tripinnatifid ; main rachis 
slightly winged towards the 
apex ; pinnules of the lower 
pinnae 2-3 inches long, 1 inch 
wide, deltoid-lanceolate, cut down quite to the rachis in the lower 
part, with oblong-deltoid segments, which are slightly toothed 
and obliquely truncate at the base on the lower side; texture 
coriaceous; venation dose, prominent, irregular, many spurious 
venules between the veins proper ; sori several to a segment, mar- 
ginal, but the sharp teeth projecting beyond them at the edges; 
involucre half cup-shaped. Hook. Syn, Fil, p, 95. Btdd, F S, 1 1 , 18. 

Western mountains of Madras ; Ceylon, 2,000-3,000 feet 
elevation ; Malay Peninsula. 



N°30. 

DAVALLIA SOLIDA. (Sw.) 



6o 


Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 


(Also in China, Java, Borneo, Tropical Australia, Polynesian 
Islands, Madagascar, Ango'a, Fernando Po, and Johanna Island.) 

4. Davallia epiphylla. (. Blume .) Rhizome thick, fibrillose ; 
stipe 4-6 inches long, erect, firm; fronds 12-15 inches long, 6-9 
inches broad, deltoid-lanceolate, tripinnatifid ; main rachis hardly at 
all winged ; pinnules of the lowest pinnae lanceolate, 1 \ inch long, 
i inch broad ; segments narrow, mucronate, sharply toothed ; texturh 
coriaceous ; veins not immersed , one or two carried into each tooth ; 
sori small, submarginal, half cup shaped, with the sharp mucro of 
the tooth extending beyond them. Hook . Syn. Fil, p. 96. Bedd. 
Suppl. to Ferns , t. 350. 

Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Java.) 

5. Davallia divaricata. {Blume.) Rhizome creeping, clothed 
with long lanceolate-caudate chestnut scales ; stipe firm, erect, 
6-1 2 inches long ; fronds 2-3 feet long, tripinnatifid ; lower pinnae 
often 12 inches long by 6 inches broad; segments deltoid, cut down 
to the rachis in the lower part, with linear-oblong, sharply-toothed 
lobes ; texture coriaceous ; veins uniform, not conspicuous ; sori half 
cup-shaped, placed obliquely as 'regards the central veins in the teeth 
at some distance from the edge ; involucres as long as broad. Hook. 
Syn. Fil. p. 96. D. polyantha (Hook), Bedd. F. B. I. t. 107. 

Sikkim, Mishmee, Khasya; Ma^y Peninsula. 

(Also in South China and Java.) 

6. Davallia Griffithi an a. (Hook.) Rhizome creeping, stout, 
clothed with long lanceolate-caudate white or yellowish scales ; stipe 
erect, wiry, 4-6 inches long ; fronds 9-12 inches long, 4-8 inches broad, 
deltoid 3-4-pinnatifid ; pinnules of the lower pinnae lanceolate-deltoid, 
2-3 inches long, 1 inch or more broad ; lower segments toothed on 
the barren fronds, cut down nearly to the rachis in the fertile ; texture 
coriaceous ; sori large, submarginal or marginal ; involucres cup- 
shaped, very shortly attached on the sides. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 96. 
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Bedd. F B. I t. io 6. The texture and habit of Davallia, but the 
indusium is nearer that of Leucostegia. 

Bhotan and Mishmee, Khasya and Jaintea, 3,000-5,000 feet. 
(Also in South China.) 

7. Davallia Lorrainei. {Hance.) Rhizome thick as a quill; 
scales linear- subulate, nearly black, densely grey ciliated ; stipe 

3- 4 inches long, naked brownish; fronds £-1 foot long, deltoid, 

4- pinnatifid ; pinnae stalked deltoid, lowest largest produced on 
the lower side, their rachises winged to base ; pinnules and segments 
subsessile, crowded deltoid much reduced on lower side ; final lobes 
ligulate, lines broad, with soius at base of inner side ; texture 
subcoriaceous ; surfaces naked ; barren lobes i-veined ; involucre 
subqlindrical, \ line long. Hance. Ann . Sc. Nat. Ser. V. voL v. 
p. 254. Hook. Syn. Fit. p. 469. Bedd. F. B. I. Suppt. p. 4. t. 351. 

Malay Peninsula. 

8. Davallia bullata. {Wall.) Rhizome creeping, stout, 
densely clothed with hair-pointed chestnut scales ; stipe strong, 
erect, 3-4 inches long; fronds 8-12 inches long, 4-8 inches broad, 
deltoid, 4-pinnatifid ; pinnules of the lower pinnae lanceolate, 2-3 
inches long, 1 inch broad, with deeply inciso-pinnatifid oblong 
rhomboidal segments ; texture coriaceous ; sori deeply half cup- 
shaped, occupying the greater part of the tooth in which they are 
placed, marginal, with usually a horn on the outside. Hook. Syn. 
Fit \ 97. Bedd. F S. I. t. 17. 

All the Western Ghats of Madras and Bombay Presidencies ; 
Himalayas, Nepal to Bhotan, 2,000-6,000 feet ; Khasya ; Ceylon ; 
Birma, and Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Japan, South China, and the Malay Islands.) 

9. Davallia speciosa. {Mett.) Rhizome wide-creeping, 2 lines 
thick, scales ferruginous dense linear-subulate; stipe 3-5 inches, 
naked, brown, stramineous; frond deltoid, 4-pinnatifid, i-ii foot 
long ; rachis winged in upper half, pinnae lanceolate-deltoid, long- 
stalked, lowest largest 3-4 inches broad; pinnules and segments 
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fleltoid, with rachises winged to base, cuneate-truncate on lower 
side, final lobes lanceolate-falcate under i line broad, with sorus on 
upper side at base ; texture subcoriaceous ; surfaces naked ; involucre 
cup-shaped, broader than deep, £ line broad, oblique, close to final 
sinuses. Hook . Syn. Fil. 469. Bedd. F. B. I Suppt \ f. 352. 

Moulmein. 

GENUS XVIII.— MICROLEPIA. (. Presl ) 

( Micros , small ; lepis y a scale, the small indusium.) 

Fronds pinnate or variously compound ; texture various ; veins 
simple or pinnately forked ; venules free ; sori intra- or sub-marginal ; 

involucre membranaceous, half 
cup-shaped, attached at the sides 
as well as the base ; rhizome 
creeping ; stipe continuous with 
the caudex. 

1. Microlepia Hookeriana. 
( Wall) Stipe a foot and 
more long, pubescent, at length 
glabrous ; rachis hirsute-pubes- 
cent ; fronds lanceolate pinnate ; 
pinnae subpetiolate lanceolate from 
a broad hastate base, gradually 
acuminated submembranaceous, 
duplicate-crenated, sparingly hairy 
on the costa and veins beneath ; 
veins parallel, dichotomous; sori 
microlepia hookeriana. ( Wall.) approximate, forming a continued 

line at the base of the crenatures 
of the margin; involucres half cup-shaped; stipes and rachis 
pubescent-hirsute. Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 97. Bedd. F B. I. t. 101. 

Sylhet, Upper Assam, Khasya and Mikir Hills. 

(Also in Hong Kong.) 
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2. Microlepia pinnata. ( Cav .) Rhizome creeping, fur- 
nished with fibriilose scales; stipe strong, eiect, 6-12 inches long, 
glossy ; fronds 9-15 inches long, 4-8 inches broad, lanceolate- 
pinnate, glabrous ; pinnae slightly toothed, 6 inches long, \ inch broad, 
coriaceous, linear-lanceolate, gradually acuminate, obliquely acuminate 
at the base ; sori one to each tooth, small, submarginal ; veins sunk, 
inconspicuous, generally forked ; involucres small, half-cup-shaped. 
Hook . Syn. FiL p. 98. Bedd. F S. /. t 14. 

Anamallay Mountains ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Java and Polynesian Islands.) 

3. Microlepia marginalis. (Thunk, under Folypodium.) Fronds 
broadly ovate-lanceolate, firm, membranaceous ; pinnae elongate, 
lanceolate, subfalcate, acuminate, pinnatifid-lobate, the acuminated 
apices serrated, pubescent- villous beneath, most so on the costa and 
prominent veins, unequally cuneate at the base, and subpetiolate ; 
lobes acute crenate-dentate ; veins pinnated ; sori solitary in the axils 
of the smaller and upper lobes or serratures, and distant from the 
margin, marginal on the small teeth of the larger lobes ; involucres 
broad half-cup-shaped, densely villous ; rachis and stipe downy, the 
latter at length glabrous ; rhizome creeping, villous ; stipe 1-2 feet 
long, erect, strong; fronds 18-24 inches long, 9-15 inches broad, 
once pinnate. Polyp, marginale, Thunb. FI. Japan , p. 337. Micro- 
lepia scabra, Don . Bedd. F. B. /. /. 102. 

Nepal and Kumaon, Khasya, Mikir Hills. 

(Also in Japan and Formosa.) 

Var. /3 calvescens. (Hook.) Pinnae narrower and more deeply 
pinnatifid, nearly glabrous beneath, except the strigose midrib. 
Davallia calvescens. Hook . Sp. FiL I. p. 172, t. 48 B. D. urophylla 
(Wallich), Bedd. F B. I. t. 103. 

Kumaon. 

4. Microlepia urophylla. (Hook.) Rhizome creeping; stipe 
strong, erect, 2-3 feet long ; fronds bipinnate, tripinnatifid, coriaceous, 
shining above and beneath, but pubescent on the rachises below; 
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secondary pinnae lanceolate-linear, very finely caudate, cut down 
nearly to the rachis into ovate acuminate, unequal sided toothed 
lobes; sori submarginal, one to each of the lower sinuses of the 
lobes. Hook. Syn. Fit . p. 99, not of Wallich or Bedd. Clarke , F. N 
I . t . 50. 

Bhotan (allied to M. platyphylla). 

5. Microlepia platyphylla. {Don.) Rhizome creeping, stout, 
scaly; stipes 2-3 feet long, firm erect; frond 3-4 feet long, tfi- 
pinnatifid; lower pinnae 12-15 inches long, 6-9 inches broad, 
lanceolate with distant linear-lanceolate pinnules, which are cut 
nearly to the wavy rachis below, into broad, bluntish toothed, oblong- 
deltoid lobes ; texture coriaceous when adult, glabrous and shining 
on both surfaces, but when young more or less membranaceous and 
hairy; sori 2-12 to a segment, placed one in each tooth, a short 
distance from the edge, about a line across. Don . FL Prod. Nep . 
10. Hook. Syn. Fil.p. 99. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 13. 

Madras Presidency, throughout the Western mountains, up to 
nearly 6,000 feet; Ceylon; Himalayas, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhotan 
3,000-5,500 feet elevation ; Khasya. 

6. Microlepia Kurzii. {Clarke.) Fronds large tripinnatifid ; 
pinnae as in platyphylla, with linear-lanceolate pinnules, which are cut 
down to its rachis (which is not wavy, or only slightly so towards the 
apex) below into triangular subobtuse or lanceolate-caudate lobes, 
which are bluntly serrate; texture not so coriaceous as in platy- 
phylla, uniformly pubescent beneath, even when adult ; venation 
much less prominent than in phtyphylla ; involucres finely ciliated 
round the margin. Clarke F. N. /. p. 446. 

Birma. 

This is very like platyphylla, and may turn out to be only a 
variety of it. I have only seen one specimen. 

7. Microlepia majuscula. {Lowe.) Rhizome creeping, tomen- 
tose ; stipe 6-12 inches long, erect naked ; fronds up to 3 feet long 
lanceolate-deltoid, tripinnatifid ; lower pinnae 9-12 inches long, 3-4 
inches broad, lanceolate; pinnules lanceolate acuminate, cut down 
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nearly or quite to the rachis into blunt slightly crenated oblong lobes, 
rachis and both surfaces slightly hairy, the upper bright green, shining ; 
texture subcoriaceous ; sori small submarginal, 2-12 to a segment 
Hook . Syn. FiL p 99. Microlepia proxima (Thw .),Bedd. F S. /. t. 254. 

Ceylon, Rangbodde, 3,500 feet elevation. 

8. Microlepia strigosa. ( Swartz .) Fronds tall, lanceolate, bi- 
pinnate ; stipes elongated ; rachis and veins pubescent- hispid, primary 
pifinae petiolate, lanceolate acuminate, secondary (or pinnules) mostly 
petiolate, subdimidiate-ovate, obtuse pinnatifid, chiefly on the upper 
edge, lower lobes obovate deep, the rest short, all of them angulate- 
dentate, veins pinnated, furnished with a few long scattered hairs both 
above and beneath (the remaining surface of the frond beneath being 
sometimes furnished with numerous small hairs, or sometimes gla- 
brous as is the upper surface) ; involucres hairy, small, half cup-shaped. 
Hook, Syn. FiL p. 98. Bedd. F S. I. t. 255, 

Tinnevelly and Travancore Mountains, South India; Ceylon; 
Himalayas ; and Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Japan, South China, Sandwich and Fiji Islands.) 

Mr. Clarke considers this a variety, or rather only a young state 
of speluncae, as he states it develops into this more compound 
form ; as far as the South Indian and Ceylon forms are concerned, 
this is never more than bipin nate, whereas speluncce is 3-4 pin- 
nate ; it has been for years in cultivation in ferneries, at Ootaca- 
mund, and is quite constant. 

9. Microlepia spelunoe. ( Linn .) Rhizome creeping ; stipes 
strong, i-ib foot long; fronds up to 6 feet long, rarely more, and 
2 feet broad, ovate to deltoid, 3-4-pinnatifid, more or less 
hairy, strigose or villous, or with few or many long glistening scale- 
like flaccid hairs, rarely sub-glabrous ; texture membranaceous, or 
flaccid, pinnules from oblong or ovate to linear-lanceolate, ultimate 
segments entire or subentire and rhomboid, or irregularly inciso- 
obate or pinnatifid ; sori large 1-5 to the entire segments, more 
copious on the lobed segments ; involucre half cup-shaped, hispid or 
rarely glabrous ; veins more or less prominent beneath. Polypodium 
spel incae, Lin . SpPi. 1555. 
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The Himalayas from Kumaon eastwards ; Khasya ; Chittagong ; 
Madras, Western mountains ; Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in China, Japan, Malay Islands, Polynesia, and Tropical 
America.) 

Tipe. Ultimate segments rhomboidal, subentire, or slightly 
crenated. Davallia rhomboidea, Wall. Cat. 257. 

Var. ft hirta. Ultimate segments more or less deeply cu+. c 

Rhomboidea (Microlepia .polypodioides, Bedd. F. S. I. t. 35) 
can easily be picked out in the herbarium : it is very uniform in char- 
acter, and does not run into hirta in cultivation ; it is very common 
throughout India and in Ceylon. 

The variety hirta (Bedd. F. S. I. 256) is a much more variable 
plant, and I refer to this Wall. Cat. 262 puberula; 263 pilosula ; 264 
virens; 2,218 Roxburghii, and 261 pyramidata. These are all so 
closely allied that it is impossible to keep them up as separate 
varieties, and they besides run one into the other. There are two 
varieties in Southern India and Ceylon : one very hairy and the other 
nearly quite glabrous, but differing in no way beyond the pubescence. 
The supposed species, flaccida (Bedd. F. Sup. t. 353) I now consider 
only a form of hirta, as I cannot distinguish it in the herbarium, it 
is said to be very flaccid, and to have fronds ten and twelve feet long. 
I have seen no forms anything like so large in Southern India or 
Ceylon, yet some Ceylon and South Indian specimens are referred to 
it. Wallich’s pyramidata has the pinnules closer together and more 
elongated than any of the other forms, but otherwise it is quite like 
hirta. 

GENUS XIX. — STENOLOMA. (F<fe.) 

(, Stenos , narrow ; lema, border.) 

Fronds bi-tripinnatifid, ultimate segments cuneiform, growing 
gradually wider from the base to the apex; veins dichotomously 
forked, venules free ; indusium terminal on the segments, forming a 
compressed suborbicular, or cup-shaped pouch, only open at the top ; 
rhizome creeping ; stipes tufted, not articulated upon the rhizome. 
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i. Stenoloma chinensis. (Swartz.) Rhizome stout, densely 
fibrillose; stipes strong, erect, polished, naked, dark brown, 6-12 
inches long; fronds 12-18 inches long, 6-9 inches broad, ovate, 
4-pipnatifid; lower pinnae ovate- lanceolate, 4-6 inches long, 2-3 
inches broad ; pinnules lanceolate, their segments cut down to the 
rachis below, with toothed cuneate lobes, i-i£ lines across at the 
apex ; texture subcoriaceous, both surfaces naked, the upper 
shining ; sori terminal, usually solitary, often rather broader than 
deep. Swartz Syn . Fit. 133 (under Davallia) Davallia tenuifolia, 
Hook . Syn . Fit. p. 102. Bedd . F S. I. t. 16. 

Madras Presidency,, Western mountains, 3,000-6,000 feet: 
Himalayas, Kumaon to Bhotan, up to 1,000-4,000 feet; Khasya; 
Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in China, Japan, Polynesia, and the East African Islands.) 

GENUS XX.— CYSTOPTERIS. (Bernh) 

(Cystos, a cyst, in allusion to the inflated indusium.) 

Fronds more or less compound, membranaceous; sori globose, 
placed on the back of the veins ; indusium membranaceous, subor- 
bicular inserted by its broad base, under the sorus, which, at the 
beginning it covers or partially covers like a hood ; veins free. 

1. Cystopteris fragihs. (Bernh) Stipes 2-12 inches long; 
fronds glabrous, weak, up to 1 foot, ovate-lanceolate, tripinnatifid ; 
main rachis slightly winged above; pinnae lanceolate- deltoid ; pin- 
nules oblong-rhomboidal, cut down to a broad central space into 
bluntly or sharply-toothed segments ; sori 2-12 to a pinnule. Hook , 
Syn. Fit . 103. Bedd. F B. /. t. 91. 

North West Himalayas, from Kashmir to Kumaon, 10,000- 
15,000 feet elevation; Sikkim. 

(Also in most parts of the world, in cold regions.) 

2. Cystopteris setosa. (Bedd.) Caudex erect; stipes 1 foot long, 
sparsely covered with small flaccid subulate light-brown scales ; fronds 
tufted 3-3 \ feet long, tripinnate, pinnae 8-10 inches long, lowest 
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jfair nearly as long as the central ones, gradually decreasing in size 
towards the apex, pinnules pinnatifid to nearly the rachis, but always 
more or less connected by a decurrent wing, very membranaceous 
and flaccid, and furnished on both sides sparsely (as is the rachis and 
costa) with long weak pellucid jointed setae; segments of the pinnules 
generally as broad at the apex as at the base, more or less pinnatifid, 
with the lobes obtusely rounded or variously toothed ; veins forked 
and simple reaching the margin ; sori one to each segment, medial«on 
the lower vein ; involucre very membranaceous, small scale-like, ovate, 
roundish ovate, or oblong, from a broad base fornicate, not nearly 
covering the sorus, fimbriate or entire, fugacious. Bedd . F B . I t. 
312 ; also t. 262, under Lastrea. 

Moulmein Mountains ; Sikkim 5,000-8000 feet. 

TRIBE V. — LINDSAYE^. 

Sori placed in a line, at or very near the edge of the frond, 
covered with an involucre, the inner valve of which is membra- 
naceous, the outer formed of the margin of the frond. 

GENUS XXI.— LINDSAYA. (. Dryand .) 

(In honour of Dr. Lindsay, a writer on Ferns.) 

Sori marginal or submarginal, placed to the apex of,' and uniting 
two or more veins ; involucre double, opening outwardly, the inner 
valve membranaceous, the outer formed of the more or less changed 
margin of the frond ; veins free ; pinnae unilateral or equilateral 
§ Pinna unilateral. 

1. Lindsaya cultrata. {Swartz.) Rhizome wiry, creeping, 
furnished with linear scales, stipes wiry flexuous, 3-6 inches long ; 
fronds 6-12 inches long, about 1 inch broad, simply pinnate, pinnae 
unequal-sided, loweivedgenearly straight near the main nerve ; upper 
edge slightly lobed or nearly entire; lower pinnae stalked; texture 
rather coriaceous. 1 Swartz, Syn. Fit. 119. Hook. Syn . Fil. 105. 
Bedd. F. S. I. t. #23. Lindsaya Lobbiana (Hook.), Bedd. F. B. I. 
t. 28. A variety with rounded pinnae, and a 4-winged rachis. 
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Very common on the western side of the Madras Presidency, up 
to 6,000 feet, called the hay-scented fern, from its scent wfyen drying. 
Ceylon, higher altitudes in the central provinces. Himalayas, Nepal, 
to Mi^shmee and Chittagong, up to 4,000 feet ; Birma and the Malay 
Peninsula. 

(Also in North Australia, Formosa, Japan, Malay Islands, and 
East African Islands.) 

2. Lindsaya repens. ( Thw .) Caudex creeping, scaly; stipes 
short; fronds rigid, membianaceous linear-lanceolate, 10-18 inches 
long, £ inch broad, pinnate attenuated at the base; pinrae very 
numerous, 40 or more pair, half deltoid-ovate obtuse or sub-acute, 

base nearly parallel with the rachis, and with the 
lower margin quite entire, upper margin lobulate- 
crenate, costa parallel with and close to the 
margin ; veins simple or forked, free ; sori short, 
oblong, one near the margin of each lobule. 
lhw. En. EL 388. Bedd. F S. I. /. 209. 
Odontoloma, Hock . Syn. Fit. p . 93. Lindsaya 
pectinata (Blume), Hook. Syn. FiL p. 106. 

Ceylon, Singhe-Rajah Forest; Mishmee, 
Khasya, Sikkim-Terai, Dulkajhar 1,000 feet; 
Malay Peninsula. 

Also in the Malay Islands, Polynesia and Mauritius.) 

Var. /3 minor. A smaller form, more membranaceous, and more 
deeply pinnatifid ; sori much shorter, lhw. 1 . c. Bedd. F. S. I. /. 214. 

3. Lindsaya scandens. (Hook.) Rhizome stout, wide-creeping, 
scandent, paleaceous; frond 9-12 inches long, ii-if inch broad, 
simply pinnate; pinnae -J inch long, \ inch broad, the lower line 
slightly decurved, the upper rounded, entire, the point broadly 
(rounded, placed in a long row close together, but not imbricated ; 
texture pellucid-herbaceous ; costa marginal ; sori in a continuous 
marginal line. Hook . Sp. FiL i. p. 205, t. 63 B. ; Syn. Fil. p. 106. 
Bedd , F. B. I. t. 298. 

The MaLy Peninsula. 

(Also in the Philippine Islands.) 



LINDSAYA SCANDENS. 
(Hook.) 
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4. Lindsaya orbiculata. (Lam. under Adiantum.) Rhizon^e 
creeping ; stipes tufted, generally elongated, fronds linear-lanceolate 
and pinnate or deltoid and bipinnate ; pinnules approximate shortly 
petiolate, rather rigid flabellate, and approaching to lunate or sub- 
rhomboid, with the sides unequal, the base obliquely cuneate, some- 
times the upper ones are confluent, the superior margin crenulate or 
soriferous ; no distinct midrib ; sori continuous or interrupted ; in- 
volucres toothed. Hook . Syn. FiL i. 211. L. flabellulata, Hook. 
Syn. Fil. p. 107. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 216. 

Davallia trichomanoides, Bedd. F. B. I. t. 178 (not Blume) an 
abnormally cut variety. D. sch’zophylla, Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 468. 

Var. /3 tenera. Pinnules of thinner texture, and obtusely 
rounded in outline. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 24. This is the only form 
found in the Madras Presidency. 

Western Forests of Madras ; Ceylon ; Khasya, Assam, Jaintea ; 
Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in South China and Australia.) 

5. Lindsaya Lancea. (L. under Adiantum.) Rhizome creep- 
ing ; stipes strong, up to 12 inches long ; frond up to 15 inches long, 
bipinnate ; pinnae, several pairs erect-patent ; pinnules about 1 inch 
long, by i-i inch deep, the lower line nearly straight, the upptr 
rounded entire ; texture pellucid-herbaceous ; sori in a continuous 
line round the upper margin. Ad’antum Lanceum. L. Lindsaea tra- 
peziformis (Dry.), Hook. Syn. Fil. 107. L. caudata (Hook.), Bedd. F. 
S. /. 1 . 217. Mr. Wall sends from Ceylon a form with numerous 
pinnae, which taper away into a long caudate apex, the lower pinnules 
being obovate from a longish stalk, and much smaller than in the type \ 
the upper pinnules very small and tongue-shaped. 

Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Tropical America, the West Indies, and the Malay 
Islands.) 

6. Lindsaya rigida. (J. Sm.) Rhizome wide-creeping, stipes 
4-6 inches long, rigid, erect, prickly towards the base ; fronds with 
a long unbranched central point, and 1-4 pair of flexuose lateral 
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tranches, 4-3 inches long ; pinnules 3-4 lines broad, 2 lines deep, 
the lower edge often falcate, the upper 3-4 times bluntly, not deeply 
lobed, close together, but not imbricate ; texture very thick, 
coriaceous ; veins prominent ; sori in a marginal line on the lobes. 
Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 108. Bedd. F. 3 . /. /. 1 66. 

Malacca, on Mount Ophir. 

§ § Pinna equilateral, 

7. Lindsaya Walkers. (Hook.) Rhizome creeping, thicker 
than a crow’s quill, ferruginous with scale-like hairs. Stipes very 
long, often 1 foot, and as well as the rachis dark purple, glossy ; 

fronds lanceolate, pinnate, 6 inches to 1 
long, pinnae 6-9 pairs, with a terminal one, 
which is sometimes confluent with one or 
both of the upper pair, coriaceous, sub- 
opposite, remote, lanceolate or linear- 
lanceolate, equal, costa central, veins 
copious, almost parallel with the costa ; 
sorus marginal, continuous on both sides. 
Hook. Sp. Fil. i. 209. Syn. Fil. 109. Bedd. 
F S. /. t. 215. 

Ceylon, Hinidoon Corle in swamps. 
(Also the island of Banca, east of 
Sumatra.) 

8. Lindsaya divergens. (Wall.) Rhi- 
zome creeping; stipes and rachis ebony- 
black, glossy; fronds lanceolate-pinnate; 
pinnse approximate, crowded, horizontal- 
lanceolate, obtuse, subsemihastate at the base, glaucous beneath, the 
sides equal ; costa central ; veins oblique, once forked, distant, in- 
ternal, obscure ; sorus marginal and continuous on both edges and 
at the apex. Hook. Sp. Fil. i. 210; Hook . et Grev. Ic. Fil. f 
226. Bedd. F B. I. t. 250. Vittaria divergens, Herb. Roxb. Wall. 
Cat n. 2191. 

Malacca. 

(Also in Borneo.) 



N°38. 


lindsaya divergens. 
(Walt.) 
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9. Lindsaya lanuginosa (Wall.) Rhizome creeping, stout, 
clothed with fibrillose scales ; stipes stout, erect, 4-6 inches long ; 
fronds 1 2-24 inches long, 3-4 inches broad, simply pinnate ; pinnae 
i\-2 inches long, £-£ inch broad, linear entire or very slightly 
toothed towards the point, which is acute in the fertile, bluntly 
rounded in the barren frond ; texture coriaceous ; rachis pubescent ; 
sori in a continuous line along both edges. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. no. 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 140. 

Birma and the Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Tropical Australia, Mauritius, and Tropical Africa.) 

10. Lindsaya heterophylla. (Bedd.) Glabrous, fronds, 10-20 
inches high; deltoid-bipinnate, in the lower portion, sometimes tripin- 
nate, simply pinnate at the apex; lower pinnae 4-6 inches long, upper 
ones gradually smaller and less compound, pinnules numerous, as 
many as 20, very variable in form, subrotund, rhomboidal or lan- 
ceolate, margin entire ; veins simple or forked, all free ; sori con- 
tinuous round the whole margin except at the base, the larger pinnules 
have a distinct midrib. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 206. 

This is more compound than any of the Indian forms of Schizo- 
loma heterophylla ; but there is a form of that plant from Hong- 
kong in the Kew Herbarium very like this in outline, but with the 
veins anastomosing. I have examined many fronds of this plant, 
and the veins never anastomose, and if it be lumped with Schizoloma 
heterophylla, it at once does away with that genus or subgenus. I am, 
however, inclined to consider it a distinct species more allied to 
L. orbiculata var. tenera than to Schizoloma heterophylla. 

Shevarqv Hills (on the Green hills), Tinnevelly Mountains. 

GENUS XXII. — SCHIZOLOMA. (Gaud.) 

(Schizo, I cut ; loma 9 margin.) 

As in Lindsaya, but veins more or less anastomosing. 

1. Schizoloma lobata. (Potr.) Rhizome short-creeping; 
stipes 6-9 inches long, firm, erect ; fronds pinnate ; pinnae 1-6 pairs, 
erect-patent, 3-6 inches long ; pinnules about £ inch long,/£ inch 
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broad, recurved, rounded, the upper margin with broad, shallow lobes, 
texture thin pellucid-herbaceous ; veins anastomosing in the upper 
portion of the pinnules ; sori marginal in the lobes, the inner valve 
of the involucre narrow and membranous, the edge of the frond 
produced beyond it, and scarcely altered. Hook . Syn . Fil. p. in. 
S. recurvata (Wall.), Bedd. F. S. I. t. 27. L. nitens, Bltime. 
Malabar and Travancore Mountains, Ceylon. 

(Also in Queensland and the Polynesian Islands.) 

Var. ft malabarica. (Bedd.) Fronds always simply pinnate ; 
rachis tetragonous ; pinnules erect, not recurved, upper margin more 
deeply lobed ; veins less anastomosing. Bedd. F. B. /. t. 268. 
Perhaps a distinct species. 

Malabar and South Canara. 

2. SCHIZOLOMA DAVALLIOIDES. (Bl.) 

Rhizome short-creeping; stipes 6-12 inches 
long, firm, erect ; fronds pinnate, pinnae 

2- 3 pairs, erect-patent, 4-8 inches long, 

pinnules 4-6 lines long, 2-3 lines broad, 
the lower margin straight or slightly curved, 
the upper with 4-6 regular rounded but not 
deep lobes, .texture pellucid-herbaceous; 
veins anastomosing at the base of the 
lobes; sori marginal in the lobes. Hook. SCH i 20 loma cordata. 
Syn. Fil. p. ill. Bedd. F. B. /. t. 141. (Gaud.) 

(Closely allied to lobata.) 

Malacca. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

3. SCHIZOLOMA CORDATA. { Gaud) Rhizome short-creeping ; stipe 

3- 6 inches long, slender, erect, wiry ; barren frond 2-3 inches long, 
i-i£ inch broad, cordate-oblong, quite entire, fertile one 3-6 inches 
long, linear entire or forked ; texture coriaceous ; sori in a continuous 
marginal line; veins anastomosing. Hook . Sp. i. p . 219, t 66 A . ; 
Syn. Fil. p. 111. Bedd. F B. L t. 299. 

Malay Peninsula. 
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r 4- Schizoloma gueriniana. (Gaud.) Rhizome creeping, palea- 
ceous ; stipes 4-6 inches long, articulate with the rachis ; fronds 6-9 
inches long, oblong-lanceolate, simply pinnate, pinnre | inch long, 
ovate or oblong, nearly entire, horizontal or falcate, slightly auricled 
at the base on the upper edge; texture subcoriaceous ; sori in a con- 
tinuous line along both margins. Syn. Fil p. 1 1 1 ; Hook. Sp . Fil. i. 
p. 221. Bedd. F B. L t. 340. 

Malacca. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

5. Schizoloma ensifolia. ( Swartz .) Rhizome creeping, stout, 
paleaceous ; stipes 6-9 inches long, wiry, flexuosc ; fronds 6-1 2 
inches long, 3-4 inches broad, with a linear-lanceolate simple or 
pinnatifid apex, simply pinnate below, pinnae herbaceous, usually in 
many pairs, rarely reduced to one, all stalked, 1 j— 6 inches long, i-i 
inch broad, varying from linear-acuminate to lanceolate, sterile ones 
only a little toothed; veins copiously anastomosing ; sori in a con- 
tinuous marginal line. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 1 1 2. Bedd. F. S. I t. 2 4. 
(Griffithiana (Hook.), Bedd. F. B. I. t. 29 is a simple form.) 

Western mountains of Madras ; Ceylon ; Himalayas, Sikkim to 
Muneypore and Chittagong up to 4,000 feet; Birma. 

(Also in North Australia, Tropical Africa and its eastern islands, 
Polynesia.) 

6. Schizoloma heterophylla. (Dry.) Rhizome creeping; 
stipes 4-8 inches long, firm, naked, erect; frond 6-12 inches long, 
3-6 inches broad, lanceolate or oblong, deltoid, varying from simply- 
pinnate with large linear-lanceolate entire pinnae, to bipinnate with 
erect-patent branches 3-4 inches long, with oblong-lanceolate blunt 
pinnules -|-i inch long £ inch broad, texture herbaceous ; sori in 
continuous marginal lines. Hook . Syn . Fil. p. 112. Bedd. F S. I. 
t. 25. 

Malabar Mountains, Travancore ; Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Mauritius, Hong-kong, and Malay Islands.) 
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TRIBE VI.— PTERIDE^E. 

Sori marginal, oblong, or linear ; indusium of the same shape 
as the sorus, formed of a more or less changed and reflexed portion 
of the frond, opening inwardly. 


GENUS XXIII.— ADIANTUM. 

( Adiantos , dry; water will not lie on the fronds.) 

Sori marginal, varying in shape from globose to linear, usually 
numerous and distinct, sometimes confluent and continuous ; indu- 
sium of the same shape as the sorus, formed of the reflexed margin 
of the fronds, bearing the capsules on its under side ; veins free. 


i. Adiantum Parishii. (Hook.) Small, csespitose ; no distinct 

caudex; roots few, 
fibrous, tomentose ; 
fronds about i inch 
each way, orbicular, 
flabellate, membra- 
neous, pellucid, ste- 
lile ones *crenate- 
dentate, fertile ones 
few (3-^5) lobate; 
sinuses deepsorifer- 
ous ; veins origi- 
nating from the 
base, flabellately- di- 
vergent, repeatedly dichotomous ; stipes slender, filiform, ebeneous, 
black, shining, articulated at the summit. Hook. Sp. Fil. ii. 237, and 
Fil. Exot. i. pi. 51 ; Syn. Fil. p. 114. Bedd. F B. I. 1 . 16. 
Moulmein, on limestone rocks. 
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ADIANTUM PARISHII. 


{Hook.) 


2. Adiantum lunulatum. (Burm.) Stipes 4-6 inches long, 
tufted, wiry, naked, polished dark chestnut-brown; fronds 6-12 



Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 


»3 


inches long and 3 inches broad, simply pinnate, often elongated and 
rooting at the apex ; pinnae subdimidiate, the lower edge nearly in a 
line or oblique with the petiole, the upper edge rounded and like the 
bluntly-rounded sides usually more or less lobed; petioles of the 
lower ones spreading i-i inch long, texture herbaceous ; the rachis 
and both surfaces naked : sori in continuous lines along the ed§r 
Bunn. FI. Ind. p. 235. Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 114. Bedd. F. S. 1 . 1. 1. 

# Throughout Northern India in moist places ; South India, very 
general on the western side in the plains and lower slopes of the 
hills; Ceylon; Birma. 

(Also in the tropics of nearly the whole world.) 

Var. ft Mettenii. {Kuhn.) 

Stipes and rachis winged, not 
polished, petioles winged, very short, 
otherwise as ih lunulatum (type). 

Kuhn , Fil. Af. p. 65. Bcdd. Ferns 
Suppl. t. 354. A. pteropus, K. Br . 

Travancore Mountains, in dense 
evergreen forests between Cour- 
tallum and Quilon, 1,000-2,000 feet. 

Perhaps a distinct species. 

(Also in Tropical Africa.) 

3. Adiantum caudatum. (Z.) 

Stipes 2-4 inches long, tufted, wiry, 
spreading, dark chestnut-brown, 
tomentose ; fronds 6—12 inches long, adiantum lunulatum. 
simply pinnate, often elongated and VAR - mettenii. (Kuhn.) 
rooting at the extremity, pinnae inch long, i inch deep, di- 
midiate, nearly sessile, the lower line straight and horizontal, the 
upper rounded, more or less cut, often deeply and repeatedly, the 
point usually blunt, the lower ones slightly stalked ; texture cori- 
aceous ; the veins prominent ; the rachis and both surfaces of the 
frond villose ; sori roundish or transversely oblong on the -edge of 
the lobes. Hook. Syn Fil. p. 115. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 2. 
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Throughout India, Ceylon, and the Malay Peninsula, in the 
plains and on lower slopes of the hills. 

(Also in South China, Tropical Africa, the Malay Islands, Java, 
Mauritius, and Cape Verde Islands.) 

Var. / 3 Edgeworthii. Pinnae and rachis glabrous; pinnae 
less cut on the upper margin. Adiantum Edgeworthii. Hook . Sp. 
Fil. ii. 14. Bedd. F B. I. t. 17. 

Nepal, Mooltan, Gurwhal. Perhaps a distinct species. 

Clarke refers this to rhizophorum Wall. Cat. 82, but that plant has 
the rachis scabrous above, and is one of the forms of typical caudatum. 

Var. y sop.oliferum. Stipes petioles and rachis winged. 
Hook. Sp. Fil. ii. 13. Bedd. F B. I t. 19 

Birma. 

4. Adiantum capillus veneris., 7 (Z.) Stipes suberect, rather 
slender, 4-9 inches long, polished, blackish, naked ; fronds bipinnate, 
with a short terminal pinna and numerous erect-patent lateral ones 
on each side, the lowest slightly branched again ; segments £-1 inch 
broad, the base cuneate, the outer edge rounded, deeply lobed from 
the circumference in the direction of the centre, and the lobes again 
bluntly crenated, lowest petioles J inch long, texture pellucid-her- 
baceous, thin ; rachis and both surfaces naked ; sori roundish or 
obreniform, placed in the roundish sinuses of the crenations. 
Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 123. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 4. 

Madras Presidency, west side, common on banks of rivers in the 
plains, and up to 5,000 feet on the mountains; Ceylon; North India, 
in many localities. 

(Also in Europe, Africa, America, and Australia.) 

5. Adiantum jethiopicum (Z.) Stipe 6-9 inches long, rather 
slender, erect, dark chestnut brown, polished, naked ; fronds up to 
18 inches long, 6-9 inches broad, deltoid in outline, 3-4-pinnate; 
lower pinnules 3-4 inches long, 2-3 inches broad, deltoid ; ultimate 
segments i-$ inch across, suborbicular, straight or subcuneate or 
rounded at the base, the upper part broadly not deeply lobed ; tex- 
ture thinly pellucid-herbaceous ; rachis and surfaces naked ; sori in 
several roundish or transversely oblong patches in rounded hollows 
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T>f the outer edge. Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 123. Bedd. F S. I. /. 5. 

Ad. emarginatum, Bedd. F B. I. t. 18. 

Nilgiri and Pulney Mountains at the higher elevations. Ceylon. 

(Also in Australia, New Zealand, America, Africa .and the East 
African Islands.) 

6. Adiantum venustum. {Don.) Fronds 3-4-pinnalie ; pinnules 
firm, membranaceous-chartaceous, glabrous, and slightly glaucous 
beneath, shortly petiolulate obovate-cuneate, rarely subrhombeid- 
acuminate, striated, the superior margin rounded, scarcely ever or but 
slightly 2 or 3 lobed, finely den tdte- serrate, fertile lobes with 2, rarely 
3 notches, each notch bearing a rather large sorus at the bottom ; 
involucres reniform -cord ate, submembranaceous ; stipes and slender 
rachis everywhere ebeneous-glossy, glabrous. Hook. Sp. Fil. ii. 40. 
A. venustum, Don Prodr. FI. Nep. 16. Bedd. F B. I. t. 20. 

N. E. Himalayas, very common, 3,000-10,000 feet elevation.. 

(Also in Cabul.) 

7. Adiantum pedatum. (Z.) Stipes 6-12 inches long, polished, 
dark chestnut-brown, glabrous ; fronds dichotomous, with the main 

f divisions flabellately branched; central pinnae 6-9 inches long, 1-1^ 
inch broad ; pinnules inch long, £ inch deep, dimidiate, 
broadest on the side nearest the stem, the upper and outer margin 
lobed, sometimes one-third down, the lowest on short slender stalks ; 
texture pellucid-herbaceous; rachises and surface? naked; sori 
roundish or transversely oblong, 1-2 lines broad. Linn . Sp. Pl. 1557. 
Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 125. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 167. 

N. W. Himalayas, from Gurwhal to Sikkim, 6,000-9,000 feet 
elevation. 

(Also in Japan and North America.) 

8. Adiantum hispidulum. {Swartz.) Stipes up to 15 inches 
long ; stropg, erect, polished, dark chestnut-brown, scabrous ; fronds 
dichotomous, with the main divisions flabellately branched ; central 
pinnae 6-9 inches long, l~i inch broad, dimidiate, sub-rhomboidal, 
rather broader on the side nearest the stem, hispid on both sides, the 
outer edge bluntly rounded or oblique, upper and outer margin 
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finely toothed, lower ones slightly stalked ; texture subcoriaceous ; 
sori roundish, numerous, contiguous round the upper and outer edge. 
Hook, Syn . Fil. p. 126. Bedd, F S. I. t. 3. 

Common in the Western Hills of the Madras Presidency, 3,000- 
5,000 feet ; Ceylon up to 4,000 feet. 

(Also in Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, Africa and its Eastern 
Islands.) 

9. Adiantum flabellulatum. (Z.) Scales on the rhizome 
long, linear, lax, chestnut coloured ; fronds flabellate, bipartite- 
pedately divided, tripinnate ; secondary pinnae lanceolate-acuminated ; 
pinnules glabrous, subcoriaceous-chartaceous, obliquely cuneate or 
semi-orbicular-cuneate, superior base truncate, superior margin 2-4 
lobed and serrate-dentate in the sterile one ; lobes soriferous ; involu- 
cres large, the breadth of the lobe, oblong, straight, rarely a little 
curved, hard coriaceous ; stipes elongated ebeneous-scabrous below ; 
the rest, as well as the slender rachis, glossy and glabrous. Hook. Sp. 
Fil. ii. 30. Linn. Sp. Fil. p. 1558. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 126. Bcdd. 
FS.Lt.21S. 

Nepal, Assam, Khasya, Sylhet ; Ceylon, in the Ouvah district ; 
he Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the M day Islands, South China and Japan. ) 

GENUS XXIV. — CHEILANTHES. (ter/s.) 

( Cheilos , lip or margin; ant/ws , flower; the fructification on the margin). 

Sori terminal, or nearly so, on the veins, at first small subglobose, 
afterwards more or less confluent ; indusium formed of the changed 
reflexed margin, roundish and distinct, or more or less confluent, but 
not quite continuous ; fronds subcoriaceous in texture, mostly under 
12 inches, often under 6 inches long, 3-4-pinnatifid ; veins free. 

1. Cheilanthes fragrans. (Swartz.) Stipes caespitose, wiry, 
1-3 inches long, densely clothed with reddish-brown linear scales ; 
fronds 2-3 inches long, about 1 in^h broad, ovate-acuminate, bi- or 
tripinnatifid ; pinnae opposite, inch long, i-| inch broad, deltoid, 
cut down to the rachis below into several sinuate-pinnatifid linear- 
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oblong lobes; texture subcoriaceous ; rachis polished but slightly^ 
scaly, both surfaces green and naked ; sori small, copious ; involucre 
light brown, membranaceous, toothed. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 134; Sp . 
Fil. ii. Si. Polypodium fragrans (Linn.), Bedd. F B. I. t. 338. 

Murree, 4,000—5,000 feet ; Mountains of Kashmir ; Kishtwar, 
3, 500-5, ooo feet. 

(Also in Cabul, and all round the Mediterranean, Canaries, 
Madeira.) 

2. Cheilanthes Szovitzii. (Fisch and Meyer.) Stipes densely 
tufted, erect, wiry, polished, brown, thinly coated, as is the rachis, 
with spreading woolly hairs and linear scales ; fronds 3-6 inches long, 
i-xi inch broad, ovate -lanceolate, bipinnate to tripinnate; pinnae in 
opposite pairs, the lower ones deltoid ; pinnules linear-oblong, con- 
tiguous, cut down to the rachis below into small round bead-like 
segments, £ inch in diameter, subcoriaceous, above green slightly 
tomentose, below covered with white woolly hairs, which arise from 
the sori, the margins much incurved ; sori copious, marginal. Fisch 
and Meyer in Bull. Soc. Mosc. 1838,/. 241. Hook . Syn. Flip . 139. 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 145. 

Kashmir and Baltistone, 5,000-7,000 feet, common ; Kulu. 

(A ] so in Cabul, Asia Minor, Persia, and South Europe.) 

3. Cheilanthes mysorensis. ( Wallich.) Roots densely 
caespitose, the fibres very woolly, stipes slightly scaly below, short, 
1-2 inches, and as well as the main rachises, deep glossy-ebeneous, 
rigid ; fronds a span or more long, in outline narrow oblong, acute, 
tapering below by the diminishing of the pinnae, glabrous, membrana- 
ceous but firm, bipinnate ; lower pinnae very small, all of them oblong- 
ovate, sessile, frequently opposite pinnate below, the upper half pin- 
natifid ; pinnules or segments linear-oblong, plane (much incurved if 
dried without pressure), toothed or lobite-pinnatifid, each tooth or 
lobe bearing one or two subconfl lent, small, whitish, suborbicular sori. 
Hook. Sp. Fil. ii. p. 94 ; Syn. Fil. p. 135* Bedd ' R S ' 1 t I 9 °- 

South India, common in dry, rocky places in the plains and 
lower slopes of the hills ; Ceylon, at low elevations. 

(Also in China and Japan.) 



Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 


91 


4. Cheilanthes fragilis. {Hook) Caudex none except tbs 
copious tufted wiry fibres, from which the stipes arise in tufts ; main 
rachis and slightly scaly stipes (3-5 inches long) clothed with a 
greyish glandulose tomentum ; fronds of an opaque brownish- green 
colour, submembranaceous, 8-15 inches long, erect, rather stiff but 
fragile, oblong-lanceolate, pinnate with the pinnae pinnatifid ; pinnae 
alternate distant, horizontal up to 2 inches long, pinnatifid nearly to 
th£ rachis (which is furnished with subulate scales) ; 'segments 
crenated ; lobes obtuse and partially 
ciliated at the margin ; veins pinnated, 
simple or forked ; sori approximate 
roundish ; involucres ciliated, formed 
of the slightly changed lobes of the 
margin. Hook. FiL Exot. t. 96 ; 

Syn. FiL p. 135. Bedd . F B. I. 
t. 223. 

Perhaps only a form of No. 3. 

Moulmein, on limestone rocks. 

5. Cheilanthes varians. ( Wall 
under Pteris .) Root tufted ; stipes 4-6 
inches long, slender, ebeneous-glossy, 
plane and margined on the upper 
side, obsoletely setose - paleaceous ; 
fronds Sub - membranaceous, glab- 
rous, about a span long, long-lanceo- 
late, the pinnatifid apex acuminated, 
pinnated above, bipinnate below ; primary pinnae distant, spreading 
or a little curved upwards, sessile, superior ones lanceolate, 
acuminate sinuate -pinnatifid at their base, and somewhat auricled 
at the upper base, lower ones deltoid acuminate pinnate at their 
base, pinnatifid acuminated (caudate) in the upper. half; pinnules 
lanceolate acuminate or acute pinnatifid below, the lowest 
inferior pinnae the longest. Hook. Sp . FiL ii. p. 89; Syn. FiL 
p . 136. Bedd. F S. I L 189. 
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- East Bengal plains from Assam to Chittagong ; Khasya Hills, 
2,000 feet ; South India (Anamallay Hills) ; Birma. 

(Also in South China and Luzon.) 

6. ' Cheilanthes laxa. (Moore.) Stipes densely tufted, chest- 
nut coloured, shining up to 8 inches long, sparsely clothed towards 
the base with lanceolate scales ; fronds narrow-lanceolate up to 20 
inches long by 3 inches broad, bipinnate or tripinnatifid ; rachis naked, 
or nearly so ; pinnae distant, subsessile, deltoid, lower ones reduced ; 
pinnules blunt, upper adnate entire, lower free lanceolate, bluntly 
lobed, texture very thin ; surfaces naked ; dull green, slightly farinose 
beneath on the young fronds ; involucre narrow. Moore Ind. Fil. 
p . 245. Cheilanthes Thwaitesii, Mett. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 457. 

Ceylon, Kurunagalla and Kallupahane. 

7. Cheilanthes tenuifolia. (Sw.) Annual, caudex short- 
creeping, scaly ; stipes elongated, rarely scaly ; frond submembrana- 
ceous, glabrous, 3-4 inches to a span and more long, ovate acuminate, 
or more or less deltoid, subtripinnate, ultimate lobes of the primary 
and secondary divisions the largest, more or less pinnatifid ; pinnules 
elliptic, oblong or oblong-lanceolate subpinnatifid or crenate, with 
broad blunt teeth ; involucres mostly elongated, more or less con- 
fluent, more or less crenated or denticulate, sometimes transversely 
wrinkled ; stipes and rachis purple-black* main rachis winged above, 
secondary and terti^ry^rachises all with a narrow wing. Hook . Sp. 
Fil. ii . p. 82, t. 87c. Syn. Fil. p. 138. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 188. 

Madras Presidency, common in the plains and on low hills up 
to 4,000 feet : Bengal, plains in Assam, Chittagong, Dacca, Chota 
Nagpore ; Khasya, up to 3,500 feet ; Sikkim ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in China, Australia, New Zealand, Polynesia, Uruguay, 
and the Malay Islands.) 

8. Cheilanthes farinosa. (Kaulf.) Roots tufted; stipes 
more or less elongated, ebeneous-glossy, deciduousiy scaly ; fronds 
subcoriaceous, from a span to a foot long, deltoidly lanceolate, or 
lanceolate glabrous, white and powdery beneath, p : nnate, the apex 
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pinnatifid, acuminate, pinnae mostly lanceolate pinnatifid, the one dl 
two lowermost pair more or less half deltoid bipinnatifid below; 
involucres brown, scariose, rounded, sometimes confluent, and then 
waved or lobed, the margin entire or toothed and jagged. Hook . Sp . 
Fil. u.p . 77; Syn . FiL p. 142. Bedd. F S. I. t. 191 and 192 (bullosa). 

Throughout North India, in the hills up to 5,000 feet; Madras 
Presidency, in the plains and up to 8,000 feet on the hills ; Ceylon ; 
Birma. 

(Also in Tropical America, Java, Philippines, East Africa and its 
Islands, and Arabia.) 

Var. ft Dalhousiae. (Hook.) Pinnae (even when young) 
without hairs, scales or powder underneath ; involucres deeply crenu- 
late toothed or lacerate on the margin. Clarke , F. N. L p. 459, ana 
f. 51. P. Dalhousiae, Hook. Sp. Fil. ii . p. 10 ; Syn . Fil. p. 137. 

West Himalaya, from Kashmir to Kumaon, 6,000-9,000 feet, 
Sikkim, Lachen, 10,000 feet. 

Var. y flaccida. Ultimate pinnules very flaccid, and generally 
broader than in * the type, the white powder sparse on young fronds, 
altogether absent on mature ones ; stipes and rachis weak and often 
wavy. Cheilanthes Dalhousiae, Bedd. F. S. I. t. 192. 

Nilgiris, ifi woods near Makoorty Peak, 7,000 feet, Anamallays, 
open grassy places on Ponachy Hill, 6,000 feet. 

Var. d chrysophylla. Powder beneath of a bright golden 
colour ; fronds with quite the outline of typical farinosa, but smaller. 
Hook. Fil. Exot , t. 95, fig. 1. Cheil. argentea var. chrysophylla, 
Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 142. 

Khasya, 5,000 feet; Cheilanthes argentea var. sulphurea, Clarke , 
F N I. p. 458, is only the young undeveloped frond of this. 

9. Cheilanthes subvillosa. (Hook.) Stipes densely tufted, 
2-4 inches long, polished, naked, bright chestnut coloured, rather 
brittle, clothed with lanceolate acuminate scales below, main rachis 
glabrous beneath, the partial rachises with crisped woolly salmon- 
coloured hairs beneath ; fronds 6-12 inches long, 2-3 inches broad, 
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elongate-lanceolate tripinnatifid ; pinnae 8-10 pairs, the lower ones 
distant, i£ inch long, more than i inch broad, deltoid; pinnules on 
the lower side the largest, sometimes i inch long oblong-lanceolate, 
cut down to the rachis below into oblong lobes ; texture herbaceous, 
upper surface naked, lower villose, especially on the costa ; involucre, 
continuous, slightly crenulate, not fimbriate on the margin. Hook. 
Syn. Fil. p. 137 ; Sp. FiL ii. p. 87, /. 98 B. Bedd. F B. I t. 142. 
Clarke , F. H. I. p. 456. 

Mr. Clarke says that the involucre is that of Pelloea, to which 
genus this might be referred. 

N. W. Himalayas, Palur Valley, and Kitghur, near Simla. 

10. Cheilanthes albo-marginata. ( Clarke .) Rhizome with 
tufts of hair-pointed scales, stipes up to 10 inches, shorter or 
longer than the frond ; glabrous, reddish-brown, shining, furnished, 
particularly below and when young, with lanceolate white-mar- 
gined scales ; fronds deltoid to deltoid-lanceolate, when very young 
completely covered beneath with lanceolate brown scales, and with 
yellowish or whitish powder, in age glabrous except the partial 
rachises and costa, which are scaly ; lowest pair of pinnae half deltoid, 
and with their lower pinnules much more developed than in the 
others (as in farinosa) ; involucres lacerate on the margins. Clarke , 
F. N. I p. 456, i. 52. Perhaps only a form of farinosa. 

N. W. Himalayas, Kashmir, Basaoli, 5,000 feet; Dalhousie, 
6,000 feet ; Simla, 7,000 feet ; Gurwhal, 2,000-9,000 feet. 

11. Cheilanthes rufa. (Don.) Stipes tufted, up to 6 inches 
long, densely clothed with rusty brown, woolly tomentum; fronds 6-10 
inches long, bipinnatifid, from deltoid with the lower pinnae much 
developed (like farinosa) to lanceolate with the lower pinnae dwindling 
down ; whole frond woolly beneath, with crisped hairs ; texture herba- 
ceous, white powder present below on the young fronds ; involucre 
ciliated. Don. Prod. FI. Nep. 16. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 141. Bedd. 
F. B. I. t. 144. 

Very near the last species, only tomentose. I have some speci- 
mens from Gurwhal, I hardly know which to refer to, the tomentum 
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being present, but very sparse ; the difference between the two Is 
only a question of the tomentum, and both may well be varieties of 
farinosa. 

Khasya, 4,000 feet, plentiful on limestone ; Sikkim, 5,000 feet ; 
Gurwhal, 2,000-4,000 feet ; Dalhousie. 

12. Cheilanthes argentea. (Kunze.) Stipes densely tufted, 
£-6 inches long, thick, dark brown, 
polished, clothed at the very base with 
linear scales ; fronds 3-4 inches long 
by 2 inches broad, triangular or deltoid, 
tripinnatifid, lowest pinnae much the 
largest but not cut down to the rachis, 
tripinnatifid ; rachis and costa polished 
like the stipe, upper surface naked, 
green, lower covered with white powder; 
involucres crenate or fimbriate. Kunze. 

Linncea , 1850,/. 242. Hook. Syn. Ftl. 
p. 142. Bedd. F. B . I. t. 143. (The 
lowest pair ' of pinnae is rarely almosc 
quite free, the decurrent wing on the 
rachis from the next pair being very 
narrow; the pinnae are generally broadly 
decurrent, so that the frond is not cut 
down nearly to the rachis.) 

Birma ; Khasya, 3,000-5,000 feet. 

(Also in Siberia, Japan, and China.) 

GENUS XXV.— ONYCHIUM. (Kaulf.) 

( Onychion , a little nail ; resemblance to the fertile segments of 
the frond.) 

Sori placed upon a continuous linear receptacle, which connects 
the apices of several veins ; indusium parallel with the margin of the 
segments, linear, opposite, pressed down over the sori, the edge 
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cearly or quite reaching the midrib. Closely allied to Pteris and 
referred to that genus by Mettenius. 

1, Onychium aukatum. ( Kaulf ) Stipes 6-12 inches long, 
stout, erect, naked, straw-coloured or pale brown; fronds 12-18 
inches long, about 6 inches broad, ovate, 4-pinnatifid ; lower pinnae 
subdeltoid, erect-patent ; pinnules and segments numerous, usually 
deltoid; ultimate divisions of the sterile frond often obovate-cuneate, 
trifid at the apex, about 1 line long, line broad when entire, 
coriaceous in texture, fertile segments pod-like, \-i inch long, J inch 
broad ; rachis and both surfaces naked, the membranous involucres 
and copious sort a rich golden yellow. Kaulf. En. Fil. p. 144. 
Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 143. Bedd. F S. I. t. 30. 

Plains of East Bengal, from Nepal to Assam, up to 4,000 feet ; 
Birma; (once received from the Paulghaut Hills in Southern India, 
but as it has not been detected since, it was probably from a cultivated 
specimen). 

(Also in New Guinea and the Malay Islands.) 

2. Onychium japonicum. ( Kunze. ) Stipes tufted, 6-12 inches 
long, stout, erect, straw-coloured or pale brown, scaly at the base ; 
fronds subcoriaceous when mature, shining on both surfaces, 12-18 
inches long, ovate, 4-pinnate, lower pinnae lanceolate-deltoid ; pinnules 
and segments numerous, usually deltoid, the copious linear-mucro- 
nate ultimate divisions i\-2 lines long, nearly uniform in the barren 
and fertile segments ; rachis and both surfaces naked *, indusium pale, 
membranaceous, ripe capsules deep brown. Kunze in Sck. Fil. 
Suppl. p. 11. Hook. Syn . Fil. p. 143. Bedd. F B. I t. 21. 

Himalayas, Gurwhal to Mishmee and Khasya, 3,000-6,000 feet ; 
Birma. 

(Also in Japan and China.) 

Mr. Clarke makes two varieties besides the type : 1st. multi- 
secta , fertile frond, very finely cut, herbaceous, hardly shining, often 
5-pinnate, ripe capsules straw-coloured, not numerous; involucre 
remaining closed over the ripe capsules. 2nd, intermedia ; fronds lax, 
more coarsely cut; involucres often £ inch; to this 2nd variety he 
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defers, Bedd. F. B. I. t. 21, but it was taken from multisecta ; the two 
varieties, however, differ very slightly, if at all. 


GENUS XXVI. — CRYPTOGRAMME. (R. Br. ) 

( Kryptos , hidden ; gramme , a line.) 

Sterile and fertile fronds usually different from the same roQt ; 
sori terminal on the veins, at first separate, subglobose, afterwards 
confluent, the continuous indusiufn formed of the changed margin 
of the frond, rolled over them till full maturity. (Differs from Pellaea 
rather in the dimorphic fronds than in anything else.) 

1. Cryptogramme crispa. {R. Br.) Glabrous, tufted, scales 
at base of stipe, lanceolate, acute, pale-brown ; fronds 2-4 inches 
long, 1 q— 2 inches broad, oblong, 3-4-pinnatifid ; ultimate segments of 
the barren frond obovate-cuneate, deeply pinnatifid, those of the 
fertile frond pod-shaped, inch long ; texture thickly herbaceous, 
both surfaces naked. R. Br. in Richardson' s Appen . to Franklin's 
1 st Journal , p. 54. Hook. Syn. Fil . p. 144. C. Brunoniana (Wall.), 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 164. Allosorus crispus, Bernh . 

Himalayas, Kumaon to Kashmir, 10,000-15,000 feet; Sikkim, 
10,000-14,000 feet, head of Lachen Valley. 

(Also in Arctic and Alpine Europe, Asia, and North America.) 


GENUS XXVI I. — PELLAEA. {Link.) 

( Pellos , dark coloured, the colour of the fronds.) 

Sori intramarginal, terminal on the veins, at first dot-like or 
decurrent on the veins, but soon running into a line ; involucre or 
indusium formed of the more or less changed edge of the frond, 
quite continuous, sometimes very narrow; veins free. (Differs from 
Cheilanthes in the continuous indusium.) 

§ Veins clearly visible ; indusium broad. 
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i. IPellasa Stelleri. (Gmelin under Pteris.) Rhizome wiry, 



creeping ; stipes scattered, slender, 2-3 
inches long, naked, straw-coloured or pale- 
brown, polished, furnished about the base 
with few linear pale brown scales ; fronds 
2-4 inches long, 1-2 inches broad, ovate 
bi-tripinnatifid, often with the lowest pinnae 
barren, the upper fertile ; pinnae lanceolate- 
deltoid, 1-2 inches long, cut down to the 
rachis ; Tower pinnule again sometimes 
slightly divided ; texture thinly herbaceous 
or flaccid ; rachis and both surfaces naked ; 
veins visible ; young sori subterminal on the 
veins, clustered, not forming a marginal line 
till old ; indusium broad, continuous, mem- 


PELIVEA STELLERI. 

(GmeL) 


branous. Pell sea gracilis, Hook. Syn . Fit. 
p. 145. Clarke, F N I.p. 460. Allosorus 


gracilis (Rup ), Bedd. F B. /. t. 73. 



N?52. 

f ELL a: A CONCOLOR. {Langs and Fisch.) 


Himalayas, Baltic, 9,000 
feet, Kumaon, Champua, 10,000 
feet, Kashmir, Pir Punjul, 
11,000 feet; Karakorum, 
1 1 ,000- 1 3,000 feet. 

(Also in Canada and North 
United States.) 

2. P ELLAS A CONCOLOR. 
(Langs and Fisch . under Pteris .) 
Stipes 6-9 inches long, naked, 
erect, wiry, brownish black, po- 
lished, slightly scaly towards the 
base ; fronds 2-4 inches eaeh, way, 
deltoid, cut down nearly to the 
rachis into 3-4-pinnae on each 
side, of which the lowest pair is 
much tlje largest, with the 
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pinnules on the lower side much larger than the others, and 
deeply lobed with linear- oblong segments; rachis and costa dark 
coloured and polished like the stipe ; texture herbaceous, lateral 
veins once forked; sori in broad marginal lines. Langs and Fisch . 
Ic.t. 21. Pteris geraniifolia, Bedd , F. S . /. t 37. Pellaea geranii- 
folia, Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 146. 

Western forests of the Madras Presidency, and in Ceylon up to 
4,006 feet, very common. 

(Also in Tropical America, Polynesian Islands, North China, 
Cape Colony, and the Mascareen Islands.) 

3. Peluea Tamburii. (Hook.) Stipes 6-9 inches long, erect, 
naiked, chestnut-brown, polished ; fronds about 6 inches each way, 
subcoriaceous, whitened beneath, deltoid, with three principal lobes, 
the terminal one cut down nearly to the rachis into several broad 
opposite lanceolate segments, of which the upper ones are entire and 
the lower ones larger and sinuated ; lateral lobes with the segments 
on the upper side nearly entire, but those on the lower side prolonged 
and again deeply lobed, the largest entire divisions about 1 inch deep, 
\ inch broad at the base ; rachis polished ; indusium brownish, con- 
tinuous, but regularly crenated along the outer edge. Hook. Syn . 
Fil. p. 146 ; Sp. Fil. ii. t. 129A. 

Tambur Valley, East Nepal. 

§ § Veins not perceptible ; indusium broad , conspicuous. 

4. Peluea nitidula. ( Wall, under Pteris .) Caudex short- 
creeping, stout ; stipes, 2-5 inches long, very numerous and crowded, 
hispid, with subulate deciduous chaffy dark brown scales, and as well 
as the rachis (which is downy on one side) ebeneous ; fronds 3-4 or 
rarely 5 inches long, subdeltoid-oblong acuminate (sterile ones 
broader), coriaceous, shining beneath, glabrous, pinnate-pinnatifid, 
below subbipinnate ; pinnae approximate, nearly opposite, broad- 
lanceolate dimidiate (the inferior half broadest), deeply pinnatifid 
nearly to the rachis, lowest pair again subpinnate and the secondary 
pinnae pinnatifid ; lobes all oblong entire or sinuate, gradually coming 
to a sharp point, the lower base decurrent, the lowest inferior lobes 
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the longest; involucres subintramarginal, continuous or here and 
there interrupted, broad, flat, membranaceous, brown, close-pressed, 
frequently lobed and crenated and transversely wrinkled. Wall. 
Cat. p. 89. Cheilanthes nitidula, Hook. Sp. Fil. ii. p. 1 1 2 ; Syn. Fil. 
/. 149. Bedd. F B. I. t. 222 . (The involucres are sometimes con- 
tinuous as in Pteris, sometimes interrupted and quite like Cheil- 
anthes.) 

Kashmir, 3,000-6,000 feet, frequent and plentiful to Chunlba, 
scarce eastwards to Kumaon. 

5. Pell/ea boivini. (Hook.) Stipes 4-8 inches long, erect, 
naked, black, polished, very brittle; fronds 6-9 inches long, *4-6 
inches broad, deltoid to lanceolate, pinnate to tripinnate; pinnae 
erect-patent or spreading gradually smaller upwards ; ultimate pin- 
nules broadly ovate in the more simple forms and linear-lanceolate 
in the more compound, cordate or rounded at the base, very coria- 
ceous, pale and dull beneath; both surfaces naked; veins sunk in the 
frond ; sori in a continuous line round the segments ; involucre 
membranous, \ a line broad. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 149. Bedd. F S. 
I. i. 36 (under Pteris). 

Nilgiris, Sispara and on the ghat, 4,000-5,600 feet ; Anamallays, 
4,000 feet, dry rocky places ; Travancore and Tinnevelly Mountains ; 
Ceylon. The Nilgiri and Anamallay plant is the more simple 
form (pinnate or bipinnate), as represented in the figure; the 
Travancore plant is much larger and more compound, being tri- 
pinnate. 

(Also in Madagascar and the Mauritius.) 

§ § § Veins usually hidden ; indusium so narrow as to be soon hidden by 

the sori. 

6. Pella;a falcata. (Fie.) Rhizome wide creeping ; stipes 
3-6 inches long, strong, erect, more or less pubescent and scaly ; 
fronds 6-18 inches long, 1-2 inches broad, linear-oblong, simply 
pinnate; pinnae 10-20 on each side, nearly sessile, i-i inch long, 

* nc h broad, lanceolate or lanceolate-oblong, usually mucronate, 
often slightly falcate, cuneate, or dilated and cordate a! the base; 
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texture coriaceous ; raqhis densely scaly and tomentose, with surfaces 
nearly naked; veins not visible; sori in broad marginal lines, soon 
hiding the narrow involucre. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 151. Bedd. F. S. 
I t. 22 (under Platyloma). 

Nilgiris, Anamallays, and elsewhere on the Western mountains 
of the Madras Presidency, 2,000-4,000 feet elevation, Malay Penin- 
sula ; Ceylon, Telgamma. 

(Also in Australia and New Zealand.) 

7. PelLjEA calomelanos. (Link.) Glabrous, caudex short, 
thick, very scaly ; fronds ccespitose, subcoriaceous, oblong-triangular, 
bipinnate, pinnules all petiolulate, cordate- 
(rarely subhastate-) triangular, very obtuse, 
entire, sometimes subtrilobate or sinuate 
at the margin ; the sinus deep and narrow; 
veins dichotomously radiated ; sori con- 
tinuous ; involucres membranaceous; stipes 
short, scaly at the base, and as well as the 
slender rachises and petioles black-ebe- 
neous, very glossy. Hook. Sp. Fil. ii. p. 
140. Link . Fil. Hort. Berol p. 61. Hook. 
Syn. Fil. p. 152. Pteris calomelanos, 
Bedd. F B. I. t. 22. 

N. W. Himalayas, below Almora, 4,000 feet, Tikri in Sirmow, 
5,000-6,000 feet. 

(Also in Africa, from Abyssinia to Cape of Good Hope.) 

GENUS XXVIII.— PTERIS. (Linn.) 

(From pteryx , a wing ; the supposed likeness to wings in the branches 
of the common Pteris aquilina or Bracken.) 

Sori marginal, linear, continuous, occupying a slender filiform 
receptacle in the axis of the indusium ; indusium the same shape as 
the sorus, usually membranous, at first quite covering it, at length, 
more or less spreading. 



PELLA2A FALCATA. (Fi f C.) 
Base of frond. 
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1. »PTERts longifolia. (Z.) Stipe 6-12 inches long, stout, 
erect, pale, clothed more or less below with pale brown linear scales ; 
fronds 1-2 feet long, 4-9 inches broad, oblong-lanceolate, attenuated 
below ; pinnae sessile, 20-30 on each side, 3-6 inches long, £-§ inch 
broad, linear, entire, truncate or cordate or slightly auricled at the 
base ; texture subcoriaceous ; rachis naked or slightly scaly below or 
throughout ; both surfaces naked ; veins close and fine, usually once- 
branched ; indusium membranous, yellowish-brown. Linn . Sp. PL 
1531. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 153. Bedd. F S. I. t. 33. 

Madras Presidency, in many, localities ; throughout Bengal in 
the plains and up to 5,000 feet ; Ceylon ; Birma. 

(Also widely distributed all round the world.) 

2. Pteris cretica. (L.) Stipes 6-12 inches long, erect, wiry, 
naked, straw-coloured, polished ; fronds 6-12 inches long, 4-8 inches 
broad ; lateral pinnae usually in 2-6 opposite sessile pairs, of which 
the upper one is sometimes a little decurrent, 3-6 inches long £-£ 
inch broad, the sterile ones generally the broadest, spinulose- serrated, 
the lowest or even 1-4 other pairs often cleft down nearly to the 
base into 2-3 linear pinnules ; margins, where barren, spinulose- 
serrate ; rachis and both surfaces naked ; texture coriaceous ; veins 
fine, close, parallel or wide apart in the narrow-segmented forms, 
simple or once-forked ; involucre membranous. Linn. Mant. p. 130. 
Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 154. Bedd. F S. I. t. 39. 

Madras Presidency, very common from sea-level up to 8,000 feet; 
Bengal Presidency, very general up to 9,000 feet ; Ceylon ; Birma. 

(Also widely distributed in Africa, Tropical America, South 
Europe, and elsewhere.) 

Var. /3 heteromorpha. Pinnae abnormally pinnatifid. Pteris 
heteromorpha, Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 156. Bedd. F. B. L t. 89. This 
is, I think, only a variety of cretica, not a distinct species. 

Birma. 

(Also in the Philippine Islands.) 

3. Pteris pellucida. ( Presl .) Stipes 1 foot or more long, 
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erect, naked ; fronds 12-18 inches long, ovate-lanceolate, pinnate? 
pinnae acute, sometimes many, sometimes 7, 5, 3, or 1, all simple, 
or the lowest pair 2-fid, often 1 inch broad or rather more ; margins 
where barren, entire, undulate, crisped or crenulate ; rachis naked ; 
texture coriaceous, surfaces bright green often glossy ; veins fine 
close, simple or forked at right angles from the midrib ; indusium 
membranous. Presl. Pel. Hank. 55. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 154. Clarke , 
F.N.I.p. 462. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 38. 

Plains and hills of Bengal up to 3,000 feet elevation, Western 
forests of Madras Presidency ; Birma. 

(Also in Malay Islands, and Guinea Coast.) 

Var. /3 stenophylla. Pinnae 3-4 or sometimes 2-1 subdigitate, 
fertile pinnae very long and narrow. Hook, and Grev. Ic. Fil . /. 130. 

Gurwhal and Nepal, 3,000-4,000 feet. 

* 

4. Pteris Hookeriana. ( Agardh .) Stipes 6-12 inches long, 
naked, erect, pale ; fronds coriaceous, opaque, pinnate or bipinnate, 
9-12 inches long, 6-9 inches broad, with 2-6 pairs of sessile or 
stalked alternate or opposite entire pinnae, the largest of which is 
about 6 inches long, f-ij inch broad, the 2-4 lower pairs more 
or less pinnatifid ; rachis and both surfaces naked ; veins about 
1 line apart at the base, simple or once-forked, conspicuous above, 
but scarcely visible beneath ; sori slightly intermarginal; indusium 
narrow. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 155. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 40. 

Ceylon, Adam’s Peak, about 2,000 feet elevation, and the Southern 
provinces at low elevations. 

5. Pteris dactylina. {Hook.) Stipes 6-9 inches long, 
slender, wiry, naked ; fronds digitate, coriaceous, consisting of 3—7 
(usually 5) linear glabrous pinnae, 2-6 inches long by i\-2 lines 
broad, the barren margins serrate; veins wide apart, thick and 
conspicuous, simple or forked ; indusium broad. Hook. Syn . Fil. 
p. 155. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 23. 

Khasya, 4,200 feet elevation ; Sikkim. 

6. Pteris ensiformis. (Burm.) Stipes up to 10 inches long, 
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flaked ; fronds subcoriaceous, more or less dimorphous, up to 12 
inches long by 3-6 inches broad, fertile ones with a long terminal 
pinna, and 2-4 pairs of lateral ones which are simple, forked, trifid 
or even more compound, the lateral lobes being pinnatifid, the seg- 
ments Very narrow, i inch or less broad, entire ; sterile fronds gene- 
rally smaller, more compound, the lateral pinnae being pinnate, 
sharply toothed, and much broader than in the fertile ; veins forked 
or simple, diverging at about two-thirds of a right angle from the 
midrib, very close together. Bunn. FI. Ind. p. 230. Hook. Syn. 

Fil. p. 155. Pteris crenata (Sw.), Bedd. 
F S. I. t. 35. 

Malabar, rare; Hills of Vizagapa- 
tam district, common; plains of East 
Bengal, Bhotan to Chittagong; Ceylon ; 
Birma ; and Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Tropical Australia, China, 
and Polynesia.) 

Var. fi Grevilleana. Margin of 
the frond, where barren, with some 
spinulose teeth, lowest pinnae in the 
barren frond often pinnate, the seg- 
ments or pinnules acute. Clarke , F. 
JV. I. p. 464. This was included under 
cretica in the Kew Herbarium, but Mr. 
Clarke has referred it here on account 
of the venation, and much divided 
lower pinnae; it has more the habit of cretica, I think, than of 
ensiformis. 

Sylhet, Mishmee, Khasya, Chittagong Hills. 

7. Pteris Griffithii. (Hook) A foot and more high, 
slender graceful ; caudex none ; roots of tufted fibres ; frond ovate - 
lanceolate, submembranaceous pinnate, upper pinnae simple, 2 or 3 
of the lower pairs again pinnated simple; pinnae and pinnules 
exactly linear, i-ij inch long, obtuse, mostly opposite, everywhere 
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entire sessile, with the base adnate and decurrent, so as to form -a 
narrow wing to the rachis; lowest pinnules of the inferior pinnae 
sometimes again divided, terminal 
pinnule always elongated ; veins 
distant, once-forked, veinlets di- 
varicating; sori continuous, in- 
volucres sub-intramarginal, mem { 

branaceous, not reaching to the ! 

apex ; stipes slender, longer j 

than the fronds, stramineous- 
brown and a little scaly at the | 

base. Hook . Sp. Fil. ii. p. 170, J 
t. 123A. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 24. I 

Mishmee. I 


8. PTERIS SEMIPINNATA. (L.) 

Stipes strong, erect, dark brown, 
polished, hispid at the base, and 
then furnished with linear scales ; 
fronds 12-18 inches long, 6-9 
inches broad, ovate-lanceolate, I 
the upper part cut down nearly to \\ 
the rachis into numerous close u 
entire linear lobes, the largest \ 
of which are 1 3 inches long, 
inch broad, the lower two- 
thirds with 6-8 pairs of opposite. ” 

distantly placed pinnae, with long ’ w? 57 . 

linear entire points and a broad ” EMS GRIFF,THI1 ' (Hook - ) 
entire wing on the upper side of the rachis, the lower side with several 
linear pinnules 1-2 inches long, | inch broad ; texture scarcely coria- 
ceous ; barren segment finely serrated ; rachis and surfaces naked ; 
veins simple or once-forked, i inch apart at the base; involucre 
membranous. Hook Syn. Fil. p. 157. Linn. Sp. FI. 1534. Bedd. 
F. S. 1. 1 34. 
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East Bengal, Assam to Chittagong, up to 1,000 feet ; Travancore 
Hills ; Birma. 

(Also in Malay Islands, China, and Japan.) 

In Indian examples the pinnae are always semipinnate, but 
in Chinese and Japanese forms the upper margin of the pinnae 


9. Pteris Dalhousle. (Bock.) Stipes 
strong, erect, about 1 foot high, polished, 
naked ; fronds 2-3 feet long, 12-18 inches 
broad, 3-4 pinnatifid ; upper pinnae linear, 
unbranched decurrent down to the next pair, 
lower ones sometimes 1 foot long, deltoid ; 
pinnules with simple or branched linear 
segments, the longest undivided ones 6 
inches long, ?-§ inch broad, those of the 
pinnae with usually about 1 inch between 
them; the margins very slightly serrated; 
texture subcoriaceous ; rachis and surfaces 
naked ; veins fine, simple, or once-forked ; 
indusium narrow-membranous. Hook . Syn . 
Fil. p. 157. Bedd. F B. /. f. 191. 

Penang. 

10. Pteris quadriaurita. (Retz.) Stipe glabrous or scabrid; 
fronds very variable in size and texture, lanceolate or ovate-lanceolate, 
with 3-1 1 subopposite pairs of pinnae ; in the typical form all except 
the lowest pair are narrowly oblong •acuminate or caudate, and cut 
down nearly to the rachis into many uniform segments, which are 
obtuse or acute entire or serrated, and the lowest pair bipartite ; but 
in some forms several or nearly all the pinnae are bipartite, and the 
lowest or two lower pairs have several pinnae descending from the 
lower side, and in one form the lowest pair is completely bipinnate 
with five pinnae on each side of the rachis; veins conspicuous, 


is also pinnatifid. 
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usually once-forked ; lowest veins reaching the margin above the sinus" 
when very deeply cut, at the sinus when less deeply cut ; sori gene- 
rally partial on the segments, rarely continued to the apex. Retz* 
Obs . vi. 38. Hook. Syn . Fil. p. 158. Bedd. F S. /. t. 31. 

Throughout India, Ceylon, and the Malay Peninsula, from the 
plains up to 8,000 feet, very common. 

(Also all round the world throughout the tropics and a little 
beyond them.) 

The following varieties are tolerably constant even in cultivation : 

Var. /3 argentea. Like the type, but with broad white 
bands down the centre of the pinnse. 

Nilgiris and Western mountains of the Madras Presidency only 
at high altitudes ; much in cultivation even in England. 

Var. y aspericaulis. Rachis and nerves red ; stipe and 
rachis asperous, generally very rigid, coriaceous, and shining. (Often 
called rubro-nerva.) 

Wynaad, C6org, and elsewhere on the western side of Madras 
Presidency, 3,000-4,000 feet elevation. 

Var. £ sEtigera. Rachises and costules setigerous, very 
membranaceous in texture, nearly all the pinnae bipartite, the lowest 
pair with sometimes several pinnae descending along the lower side. 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 202. 

Coorg and Malabar : Moulmein on limestone rocks. 

Var. e ludens. Pinnules very abnormally cut, sometimes 
only with a waved margin for the greater length, then developing 
normaPsegments, then again narrowing into only the waved margin. 
Bedd. F. S. I. tabs. 41 and 219 (under Otaria.) 

Malabar, Quilon ; Ceylon. 


Mr. Clarke gives the following varieties for Northern India : 
Var. g khasiana. The lowest pinnse with 5 secondary pinnae 
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on each Side of the rachis (*. e. completely bipinnate), those of the 
upper margin little smaller than those of the lower. 

Khasya, 3,000 feet elevation. 

Mr. Clarke says it graduates into the type. 

Var. rj Blumeana. Lateral pinnae with 50-60 segments, which 
are 1 inch long by % inch broad, equally wide throughout or broader 
at apex, not falcate, ofctuse, rounded, entire or crenulate at the barren 
apex. A very large fern. Clarke , F N. I t. 55. 

Chittagong ; Tenasserim ; Singapore. 

Much the habit of longipinnula. 

Var. 0 subindivisa. ( Sp . Clarke.) Small, with only 3 pinnae, 
terminal one 6 inches long, with many segments, lateral pair hardly 
longer than the segments of the terminal pinna, or subobsolete. 

Bhotan, Sikkim bed of the Teesta, 1,000 feet elevation. 

Mr. Clarke has constituted this a species in his work on the 
“ Ferns of Northern India,” but he now agrees that it is only a 
variety of quadriaurita. Clarke , F N. I. t. 56. 

(Mr. Clarke’s variety major has arched veins and is Campteria 
biaurita.) 

11. Pteris Grevilleana. (Wall.) Dimorphic, barren stipe 
shorter, winged towards the apex ; barren frond pedately 5-fid, 
scarcely pinnate, margin spinulose-serrate ; fertile frond with 5 
pinnae, the lower pair bipartite, veins exceedingly obscure. Wall. 
Cat. 2,680. Agardh , Recens . Gen. Pter. 23. Clarke , t. 54. 

Sylhet, Cachar, Shapoor. 

Suspiciously like quadriaurita , except that the fronds are 
dimorphic. Mr. Clarke thinks it is more nearly allied to ensiformis. 

12. Pteris longipinnula. (If all.) Stipes erect, naked, 2-3 
feet ; fronds up to 3 feet long, and 18 inches broad, pinnate ; pinnae 
about 5 pairs, large, rather distant, deeply pinnatifid, segments entire, 
blunt, falcate, not distant, 1J-2 J inches long, i-% inch broad, apex 
usually barren, crenate, or subentire, the lowest pair undivided, or 
rarely bi-partite ; texture subcoriaceous ; rachis and surfaces naked ; 
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Veins once forked ; sori continuous nearly to the apex of the seg- 
ments. Hook Sy?i. Fil.p. 158. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 43. 

Sikkim; Khasya; Cachar; Sylhet up to 3,000 fc-et elevation ; 
Travancore and Tinnevelly Mountains ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

13. Pteris excelsa. (Gaud.) Fronds ample, 5-6 feet long, 
submembranaceous, light green, pinnate ; pinnae large, remote, 6 
inches to a foot long, numerous, ovate-lanceolate caudate sessile, 
lower ones long-petiolate, lowest .pair of pinnae entire, or sometimes 
bipartite, all deeply pinnatifid nearly to the costa; segments (2-4 
inches long) from a broad base, linear-lanceolate obtuse serrated 
subfalcate, lower base decurrent, veins free, forked at or near the 
middle or 3-4 branched ; very rarely a few veinlets anastomose ; in- 
volucres continuous from the base almost to the apex, rather broad ; 
stipes very stout and flexuose ; rachises bright castaneous glossy. 
Hook Sp. FiL ii. 183. Gaud, in Frey c. Voy.Bot.p. 388. Bedd. 
F B. I. t. 218. 

Kumaon, Gurwhal ; Dalhousie, 4,000-8,000 feet elevation ; 
Sikkim, 8,000-9,000 feet ; Nynee Tal. 

(Also in the Sandwich Islands.) 

14. Pteris patens. (Hook) Caudex erect ; stipes numerous, 
stout, scaly at their base, rachis stout, glabrous ; fronds ample, erect, 
strict, membranaceous, pinnate ; lower pinnae bi-tripartite ; pinnae 
8-16 inches long, strict horizontally patent, numerous approximate, 
elongate oblong, acuminate, rarely subcauciate, sessile or lower ones 
shortly petiolate, deeply (almost to the rachis) pinnatifid ; segments 
horizontal, very uniform, linear, scarcely acuminate, serrulate where 
sterile, the base dilated decurrently-confluent on both sides, especially 
at the lower base, sometimes apart; veins all free, simple or once 
or twice forked ; sori continuous nearly to the apex. Hook. Syn. 
Fil. ii. 177. Bedd. F S. I. t. 205. Campteria patens, Baker. 
Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 165. (The supposed narrow costal arches are 
only a wing to the rachis.) 

Madras Presidency, Carcoor ghat, Wynaad and Travancore Hills, 
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2,000-2,500 feet elevation; Ceylon, Dodawilla, Matele and Moo- 
roowa forests, above 2,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Borneo, Philippines and Society Islands.) 

15. Pteris longipes. {Don.) Fronds membranaceous, furnished 
above with a few subulate scales on the rachis of the pinnae, and with 
hairs on the rachis of the segments, temately divided, or subpedately 
divided into 5-7 segments, lateral divisions multipinnate; pinnae short, 
petiolate or subsessile lanceolate acuminate, deeply pinnatifid to 
the apex, or with the apex long caudate, segments oblong obtuse 
subtruncate, serrated at the sterile portions of the apex ; sori lateral 
on the segments, never extending to the apex or base ; veins rather 
remote, all forked, basal ones arising from the axil of the costule, 
and extending to the margin much above the sinus. G. Don . Prod . 
FI. Nep. 15. Pteris pellucens, Agardh , Sp. Gen. Pter. 43. Hook. 
Sp. Fil ii. 191. Bedd. F S. I. t. 32. (South Indian examples 
a re always ternately divided, but those from N. India have often 5, 
rarely 7, pinnae.) 

All the western hills of the Madras Presidency, 2,000-5,000 feet 
elevation; Ceylon; Birma; Sikkim, Bhotan; and Khasya 1,000-5,000 
feet elevation. 

(Also Guinea coast and Guatemala.) 

§ Stipes distant from a long creeping rhizome , indusium double \ 

( Genus Pcesia and Ornithopteris of authors?) 

16. Pteris aquilina. (Z.) Rhizome stout, creeping under- 
ground; stipes about 1 foot long, strong, erect, naked ; fronds 2-6 feet 
long, 1-2 feet broad, subdeltoid in outline, only the uppermost pinnae 
simple, the next lanceolate cut down nearly or quite to .the rachis 
into short triangular or linear pinnules, the lowest long-stalked, 1 foc& 
or more long, with ample lanceolate pinnules which are cut down 1 0 
the rachis into numerous lanceolate segments, which are again fully 
pinnate ; largest entire ultimate segments 1 inch longj, 2 lines broad : 
texture thin or subcoriaceous ; racms and surfaces naked or pubescent 
veins close, conspicuous, often twice forked ; involucre double, or 
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?eins *once forked ; sori continuous nearly to the apex of the seg- 
ments. Hook. Syn. Fil.p. 158. Bedd. F S. f. t. 43. 

Sikkim; Khasya ; Cachar; Sylhet up to 3,000 feet elevation; 
Travancore and Tinnevelly Mountains ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

13. Pteris excelsa. ( Gaud .) Fronds ample, 5-6 feet long, 
submembranaceous, light green, pinnate ; pinnee large, remote, 6 
inches to a foot long, numerous, ovate-lanceolate caudate sessile, 
lower ones long-petiolate, lowest, pair of pinnre entire, or sometimes 
bipartite, all deeply pinnatifid nearly to the costa; segments (2-4 
inches long) from a broad base, linear-lanceolate obtuse serrated 
subfalcate, lower base decurrent, veins free, forked at or near the 
middle or 3-4 branched ; very rarely a few veinlets anastomose ; in- 
volucres continuous from the base almost to the apex, rather broad ; 
stipes very stout and flexuose ; rachises bright castaneous glossy. 
Hook . Sp. Fil. ii. 183. Gaud, in Frey c. Voy.Bot.p . 388. Bedd. 
FB.It.21S. 

Kumaon, Gurwhal ; Dalhousie, 4,000-8,000 feet elevation ; 
Sikkim, 8,000-9,000 feet ; Nynee Tal. 

(Also in the Sandwich Islands.) 

14. Pteris patens. {Hook.) Caudex erect ; stipes numerous, 
stout, scaly at their base, rachis stout, glabrous ; fronds ample, erect, 
strict, membranaceous, pinnate ; lower pinnae bi-tripartite ; pinnae 
8-16 inches long, strict horizontally patent, numerous approximate, 
elongate oblong, acuminate, rarely subcau date, sessile or lower ones 
shortly petiolate, deeply (almost to the rachis) pinnatifid ; segments 
horizontal, very uniform, linear, scarcely acuminate, serrulate where 
sterile, the base dilated decurrently-confluent on both sides, especially 
at the lower base, sometimes apart ; veins all free, simple or once 
or twice forked ; sori continuous nearly to the apex. Hook. Syn. 
Fil. ii. 177. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 205. Campteria patens, Baker. 
Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 165. (The supposed narrow costal arches are 
only a wing to the rachis.) 

Madras Presidency, Carcoor ghat, Wynaad and Travancore Hills, 
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2,000-2,500 feet elevation; Ceylon, Dodawilla, Matele and Moo- 
roowa forests, above 2,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Borneo, Philippines and Society Islands.) 

15. Pteris longipes. (Don.) Fronds membranaceous, furnished 
above with a few subulate scales on the rachis of the pinnae, and with 
hairs on the rachis of the segments, ternately divided, or subpedately 
divided into 5-7 segments, lateral divisions multipinnate; pinnae short, 
petiolate or subsessile lanceolate acuminate, deeply pinnatifid to 
the apex, or with the apex long caudate, segments oblong obtuse 
subtruncate, serrated at the sterile portions of the apex ; sori lateral 
on the segments, never extending to the apex or base ; veins rather 
remote, all forked, basal ones arising from the axil of the costule, 
and extending to the margin much above the sinus. G. Don . Prod . 
FI. Nep. 15. Pteris pellucens, Agardh, $p. Gen . Pier. 43. Hook. 
Sp . Fil. ii. 1 91. Bedd . F. S. I. t. 32. (South Indian examples 
ate always ternately divided, but those from N. India have often 5, 
rarely 7, pinnae.) 

All the western hills of the Madras Presidency, 2,000-5,000 feet 
elevation; Ceylon; Birma; Sikkim, Bhotan; and Khasya 1,000-5,000 
feet elevation. 

(Also Guinea coast and Guatemala.) 

§ Stipes distant from a long creeping rhizome , , indusium double . 

(Genus Pcesia and Ornithopteris of authors .) 

16. Pteris aquilina. (Z.) Rhizome stout, creeping under- 
ground; stipes about 1 foot long, strong, erect, naked ; fronds 2-6 feet 
long, 1-2 feet broad, subdeltoid in outline, only the uppermost pinnae 
simple, the next lanceolate cut down nearly or quite to *the rachis 
into short triangular or linear pinnules, the lowest long-stalked, 1 foot, 
or more long, with ample lanceolate pinnules which are put down tp 
the rachis into numerous lanceolate segments, which are again fully 
pinnate ; largest entire ultimate segments 1 inch long^, % hues broad:; 
texture thin or subcoriaceous ; racrns andsurfaces naked or pubescent 
veins close, conspicuous, often twice forked : involucre double, pr ' 
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inner obsolete. Hook. Syn . Fil. p. 163. Linn. Sp. pi. 1533. Bedd. 
AS. It. 42. 

Throughout India, Ceylon, and the Malay Peninsula on the 
mountains, 2,000-8,000 feet elevation. 

(Also throughout the whole world, except the Arctic zones and 
temperate South America.) 

Var. /3 esculenta. Ultimate segments distant, linear and elon- 
gated. Moulmein and the Malay Peninsula southwards. 


GENUS XXIX.— CAMPTERIA. (Presl.) 

( Kamptos , arched ; the lowest veins meeting and forming an arch.) 

As in Pteris, but the lowest veinlets from the base of the vein 
or costule of each segment united with the veinlet from the next 
costule, and forming long arches along the costa of the pinnae ; upper 
veinlets free. 

1. Campteria biaurita. {Linn, under Pteris.) Quite similar 
to Pteris quadriaurita, except that the costules of the segments are 
connected by a long arching veinlet ; the pinnae are generally less 
deeply divided, and the plant is generally larger and coarser, but 
these two latter differences cannot be relied on. Linn. Sp. PI. 1534, 
under Pteris. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 164. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 44. 

Western parts of Madras Presidency up to 6,000 feet; not 
common. Pretty general throughout Northern India from the plains 
up to 6,000 feet. Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Malay Islands, China, tropical Africa, and Australia.) 

^»mpteria Kleinian a. [Presl.) 4-6 feet high; fronds very 
Vanaceous, pedately ovate, pinnate; pinnae sub-sessile 
-ig acumination ; lowest pair with two large pinnae 
lower margin of the costa; all the pinnae deeply 
a broad margin on each side of the costa); 
xong, sterile ones broadly crenated, and fertile ones 
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crenated at their sterile apices ; basal veins uniting in pairs into an 
arch below the sinus (one generally proceeding from the costa, the 
other from the costule), and bearing 3-4 free veinlets; other veinlets 
forked, terminating in dots within the margin; indusium never reach- 
ing the base or apex of the segments. Klein . Tent Pter . r47. t 5. 
Pteris geminata, Wall. Cat \ 2180. Hook. Syn . Fil. 164. C. 
Anamallayensis, Bedd. F S. I. t. 45. 

Western, mountains of Madras Presidency 2,000-4,500 feet ; 
rather rare. United by Hooker and by Clarke with biaurita but 
really quite distinct ; its thin texture and very wavy appearance 
are very unlike any form of biaurita; its margin is, besides, 
always crenated, and the veins never reach the margin, which they 
always do in biaurita. It is one of the most beautiful ferns in the 
Madras forests, and has been for years in cultivation at Ootacamund. 
Wight’s specimens from Courtallum are named geminata in the Kew 
Herbarium, and there are no specimens- from N. India; there are 
specimens from Johanna Island ; also from the Isle of Mayotta, 
(collected by Lady Barkly), named by Mr. Baker Campteria maxima. 
Sp. Fil. p. 480. 

3. Campteria Wallichiana. (Ag.) Fronds ample, glabrous, sub- 
membranaceous, 3-partite, lateral branches coinpourtdly divided, 
terminal one elongated, pinnated; pinnae numerous, sessile, 4-6 inches 
long, linear-lanceolate acuminate, deeply pinnatifid; segments linear- 
lanceolate obtuse, sterile ones serrulate, all approximate, about £ an 
inch long ; basal veins monarcuate, the rest free and forked, rarely a 
solitary areole at the base of the costule ; stipes very long, 5-6 feet ; 
stout, rich castaneous, and, as well as the paler-coloured rachises, very 
smooth and glossy. Ag. Sp. Gen . Pter. p. 69. Hook. Sp. Fil. ii. 206. 
Syn. Fil. p. 165. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 2 5 and 217. Var. quadripinnata 
( Clarke ) is a very compound form with the pinnae tripinnate ; it is 
probably an abnormal form or monstrosity which would not be constant. 

Himalayas from Chumba to Bhotan 3,000-8,000 feet, abundant ; 
Khasya. 

(Also in the Philippines, Java, and Samoa.) 
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GENUS XXX.— DORYOPTERIS. (J. Smith.) 

(Dory, spear ; pteris , form of the fronds.) 

Fronds small, sub-pedate or sagittate, in texture and colour like 
Pellaea; veins copiously anastomosing, without free included veinlets; 
the rest as in Pteris. 

i. Doryopteris ludens. (Wall) Rhizome creeping, furnished 
with linear adpressed brown scales jvhich have white margins ; stipes 
solitary distant, polished, sometimes with a few scales, and often with 
dusky sub-tomentose pubescence at base and apex ; barren frond on 
a stipe 3-4 inches long, triangular with two slightly deflexed basal 
lobes, to hastate with two basal and two large spreading lateral lobes, 
the margin entire; fertile frond, on a stipe often 12 inches long, 
4-6 inches each way, cut down into five linear-lanceolate or 
lanceolate lobes, one erect, two spreading and two deflexed, of which 
all except the last are sometimes again forked ; texture coriaceous, 
costa polished, veins hidden ; sori continuous all round the margin. 
Wall. Cat. 88. Hook. Syn . Fil. 166. Clarke , F N. I. 470. Lito- 
brochia ludens and pedata, Bedd. F. JV. I. t. 26 and 27. 

Chittagong Hills up to 1,000 feet elevation ; Orissa, on the Balasore 
Hills ; Birma. (A specimen in Wight's herbarium of this or an allied 
species is supposed to be from the Dindigul mountains in the Madras 
Presidency; but it has never been found there of late.) 

(Also in the Philippine islands.) 

GENUS XXXI. — LITOBROCHIA. (Presl) 

(Lithos i a stone ; brocha , spots ; the areoles of the net-like veins 
resembling pavement) 

Veins copiously anastomosing with some free included veinlets ; 
otherwise as in Pteris. 

1. Litobrochia incisa. ( Thunb .) Caudex long creeping, 

subterraneous; stipes and rachis castaneous glossy ; fronds ample, sub- 




UTOBROCHIA INCISA. (Thutlb.) 
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membranaceous, distant ovate, long stipitate, glaucous beneath, 
tripinnate ; pinnae all sessile, subadnate mostly opposite horizontal ; 
pinnules opposite sessile, lanceolate obtuse, more or less deeply lobed 
and pinnatifid ; segments ovate or oblong (sterile ones subsinuate) or 
triangular, lowest one often remote and forming auricles on the 
rachis, superior ones confluent ; veins all anastomosing, areoles next 
the costa and costules the largest and most elongated ; involucres 
continuous or interrupted, membranaceous entire at the edge. 
Thunb . Pr. FL Cap . 171. Book. Syn. Fil. p. 172. Litobrochia aurita, 
Book . Sp. Fil . ii. 231. Bedd. F. €. /. t. 221. 

Ceylon, central and southern provinces, above 3,000 feet. Tra- 
vancore Hills 3,000-4,000 feet. Sispara ghat on the Nilgais, 4,500 
feet. Sikkim, Bhotan, and Khasya, 3,000-6,500 feet. 

(Also widely distributed iii the tropics and sub-tropics oF America, 
Africa, Asia, Australia, dnd Polynesia.) 

2. Litobrochia jJiarginata. ( Bory , under Pteris.) ^Stipes elon- 
gated, stout; and with the rachis sub-castaneous ; fronds ample, 
tripartite, lateral branched pinnate, spreading, long pedolate, sub- 
membranaceous, glabrous'; pinnules 4-6 inches or more' long, linear- 
oblong or; linear-lanceolate sub-sessile, acuminate, -rather deeply 
pinnatifid#; segments approximate, linear-oblong faldate (upwards) 
obtuse qfr acute, entire or scarcely serrated and only at the apex, 
nearly half an inch long ; sinuses obtuse ; basal veins forming a single 
arc parallel with the 1 costa ; veins forming a series of two or more 
areole^ (parallel witbHhe costule),^from which proceed free veinkts 
which do not extend to the margin but terminate with a thickened 
apex Just within, it ; involucres /.Continuous on the lower two-thirds 
of the margin,crf#he pinnules not extending to the, apex. Bory . Voy. 2. 
p . 192. Hook. Synt Fil. p. 172. Pteris tripartita, Hook, Sp. Fil. ii . 
225. litobrochia tripartita/ Bedd. F. S. L t. 220. 

Ceylon, common about: Galle and the central provinces ; Madras 
Presidency, much cultivated, and said to be found wild in the Cdchin 
forests ; Malacca. 
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(Also in West tropical Africa, the East African Islands, Queens- 
land, the Philippines, and Polynesia.) 


GENUS XXXII. — CERATOPTERIS. (Brong.) 

( Keras , keratos , a horn ; fiteris, a fern: the horned fern.) 

Sori placed on two or three distantly anastomosing veins which run 
down the frond longitudinally, and are parallel both with the edge 
and midrib ; veins of the sterile fronds articulated in oblique oblong 
hexagonal areoles. Capsules scattered on the receptacles, sessile, 
subglobose, with a ring which is either complete or more or less 
partial or obsolete. Indusium formed of the reflexed margin of the 
fronds, those of the two sides meeting against the midrib. A very 
anomalous genus, regarded by some as a distinct order ; it is very 
unlike Pterideae, and should be placed in a distinct tribe. 

1. Ceratopteris thalictooides. (Lin.) Stipes tufted, thick 
inflated, filled with large iair-cells ; fronds succulent in texture, the 
barren ones floating or erdct, simple or slightly divided when young, 
bi-tripinnate with narrow linear segments when mature, fertile ones 
bi-tripinnate; ultimate segments podlike. Hook. Syn. Fil /. 174. 
Bcdd. F S. L t. 75. Acrostiehum thalictroides, Z. Sj>. PI. 1527. 

Throughout India, Ceylon, and the Malay Peninsula up to 
3,000 feet elevation; coalman in tanks, ditches, and swampy places, 
or even dry ground during the rains. Mr. J. Smith says it is an 
annual, but I do not think it is so in cultivation, if kept in water 
or very moist, as I had the same plant growing for some years at 
Ootacamund. 

(Also in the tropics bf the whole world.) 
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GENUS XXXIII. — LOMARIA. (Willd) 

( Loma } fringe or border ; relating to the indusium.) 

Sori linear continuous, parallel with the midrib and occupying 
the whole, or nearly the whole, of the space between it and 
the edge ; indusium membranous, formed of the revolute edge of the 
frond. Fronds dimorphous, usually once or twice pinnatifid or 
pinnate, rarely simple or bi-pinnate ; veins free ; ring of capsule 
vertical. 


1. Lomaria Patersoni. {Spreng.) Rhizome short-creeping ; 
stipes 2-3 inches long, wiry, erect, rather scaly below ; sterile frond 
simple, about 1 foot long and 1 inch broad, narrowed at both ends, 
or pinnatifid, 2 feet or more long, cut down nearly to the lachis into 
6-12 segments on each side, which are often 6-9 inches long and 
nearly 1 inch broad, and suddenly decurrent at the base ; texture 
coriaceous ; fertile fronds simple and only inch broad, or pinnatifid 
with numerous segments on each side, 6 inches long by inch broad ; 
or the fronds are sometimes in part sterile, in part fertile ; veins 
prominent in the young sterile fronds, inconspicuous in mature 
fronds, forked, thickened at the apex close to the margin ; sori 
covering the whole space between midrib and margin. Spr. Sys. 
Veg. iv. 62. Hook. Syn. Fit, 174. L. elongata (Blume), Bedd. F S. 
I. t. 28, 28 a . 

Nilgiris and Anamallays 5,000-8,000 feet elevation. Ceylon, 
4,000 feet and upwards. Nilgiris examples have the fertile fronds 
always pinnatifid as far as I have observed, and the sterile ones 
generally so. From Ceylon I have examples with the sterile and 
fertile both quite simple. 

(Also in the Philippines, Fiji, New Zealand, S. Australia, mid 
Tasmania.) 
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GENUS XXXIV. — PLAGIOGYRIA. (Kvnse.) 

( Plagios , oblique; gyros y a circle ; the oblique ring of the capsule.) 

As in Lomaria, except that the capsules have an oblique ring, 
and the base of the stipe is suddenly dilated, fleshy, triquetrous, and 
furnished with large spongy glands. 

1. Plagiogyria adnata. (Illume.) Caudex stout short; stipes 
aespitose, elongated, brown, triquetrous; a span to foot long; 
slender, naked at the base, dilated and subcarnose, furnished with 
orbicular spongy glands ; fronds a foot and more long, ovate-lanceolate, 
chartaceous-membranaceous, sterile ones pinnatifid almost to the 
rachis, below pinnated, but all the pinnae united by a narrow wing; 
segments mostly opposite distant lanceolate, much acuminated, more or 
Jess falcate, the inferior base round, superior base extended upwards, 
the margins entire or obscurely toothed, the apex strongly serrated ; 
fertile frbnds pinnated; pinnae alternate distant linear sessile, rather 
obtuse; son Covering the Whole under side between the costa and the 
brown metnbranaceous very' distinct* involucre. BL En. Fil Jav. p. 
205. Ho&k. Sp. Fil. iii. 1$. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 51. 

Khasya, 4,000-5,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Japan and Java )' Mr. Clarke thinks it possible that this 
is not the same as Blume’s Java plant, as the only example of that is 
a portion of a fertile frond. 

2. Plagiogyria glauca. {BL) Caudex stout erect ; stipes elon- 
gated, subcorapressed tetragonous with two furrows in front, the base 
dilated triquetrous on the anterior face bearing spongy depressed 
glands, fronds ovate-oblong 1-2 feet long, pinnated ; sterile pinnae 
numerous, 3-5 inches long, chartaceous, horizontally spreading, 
sessile, or very nearly so, lanceolate, acuminated at the base, trun- 
cated beneath, having a gland as much attached to the rachis as to 
the very short petiote; the margins finely dentate-serrulate, rather 
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more strongly at the apex, white and almost powdery beneath, green 
above with a tinge of red ; veins copious, compact, simple and forked; 
ultimate short pinnae confluent into a pinnatifid and lobed caudate 
apex,, fertile pinnae narrow-linear obtuse erect-patent on very short 
petioles, which sometimes bear a gland beneath ; sori and involucres 
as in other Plagiogyriae. Bl. En. Fd. /. p. 204. Lomaria (Plagiogyria) 
glauea* Hook. Sp. Fil. iil 22. Bedd . F B. I. t. 90. 

Khasya, 4,000-5,000 feet elevation, ( Probably only a variety of 
pycnophylla .) 

(Also in Java.) 

3. Plagiogyria pycnophylla. ( Kunze .) Caudex stout, erect, 
wry woody, and having many wiry roots; fronds fascicled stipes sub- 
qpadrangular 2-furrowedrn front (as is the rachis), at thebase dilated 
fleshy, triquetrous, bearing spongy glands; fronds 1-2 and more feet, 
long, sterile ones, sub^cfrartaceous opaque, brown when dry, oblong- 
ovate pinnated for its whole length* except that the small terminal 
ones are confluent? into a lobed (or pinnatifid) and finely acuminate 
and serrated apex* pinnae horizontally patent sessile or very nearly 
so, numerous, approximate, narrow oblong-lanceolate very finely 
almost caudately acuminate, the base very obtuse and truncate 
(neither dilated nor contracted), at the base beneath furnished with 
one or h^af prominent glands (sometimes wanting); the margin very 
minutely serrulate, the caudate apex strongly serrated ; veins nume- 
rous, closely placed, simple and forked ; fertile fronds narrower pin- 
nated ; pinnae linear obtuse on very short petioles with a gland on 
the under side ; involucre at first vaulted, conspicuous, membrana- 
ceous, brown, at length forced back by the capsules. Kze . in Bot. 
Zeit . iv. p. 143. Hook . Sp. Fd. iii. 21. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 52. 

Nepal and Bhotan, 6,000-11,000 feet; very common at 7,000- 
8,000 feet. Khasya, 4,000-6,000 feet ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Java.) 

4. Plagiogyria euphlebia. {Kunze.) Caudex stout woody 
elongated ; stipes 1 foot 01 more long, naked erect, triquetrous below, 

10 
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fronds ovate-lanceolate, 1-2 feet long, 6-12 inches broad; pinnae 
1 inch or more apart at the base, all stalked except towards the apex, 
erect-patent, linear, 4-6 inches long, J-f inch broad, narrowed at the 
base on both sides, and at the apex, where it is toothed ; texture sub- 
coriaceous ; veins prominent; fertile fronds similar, but the’ pinnae 
more distant and narrowly linear ; rachis erect naked. Kze. in Bot 
Zeit . 1848, p. 521. Hook. Syn. FiL p. 183. Bedd. F B. L A 165. 

Nepal, Khasya, 4,000-6,000 feet. 

(Also in Japan and N. Australia.) 


TRIBE VII. — BLECHNE/E. 

Sori linear or oblong dorsal, parallel with the midrib and edge 
of the segments, not close to the latter ; indusiumthe same shape a$ 
the sorus, superior, opening towards the midrib. 

GENUS XXXV.— BLECHNUM. (Z.) 

(One of the Greek names for a fern.) 

Sori linear, continuous, or nearly so, parallel with and usually 
contiguous to the midrib ; indusium membranous, distinct from the 
edge of the frond ; fronds uniform or only slightly dimorphous, 
generally pinnate or pinnatifid ; veins free. 

1. Blechnum cartilagineum. (Swartz.) Caudex oblique, 
densely clothed at the crown with blackish fibrillose scales ; stipes 
strong erect scaly and muricated in the lower part; fronds ovate- 
oblong, 1-2 feet long, 6-9 inches broad, pinnatifid and pinnate 
towards the base ; pinnee numerous erect-patent linear, 4-6 inches 
long, inch broad, narrowed gradually upwards, margin ser- 
rulate ; the lowest pinnae linear distant, narrower than those above, 
but not reduced to mere auricles. S?t>. Syn. FiL 114 and 312. 
Clarke , F. N. I. p. 473. Hook. Syn. FiL 184. 

Mishmee. — Mr. Clarke refers Griffith’s solitary specimen to this 
species, which is Australian. Hooker referred it to nitidum, an 
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American plant. The two species appear to me so very closely 
allied al to be distinguished only with difficulty, if at all; the 
rachis is slightly puberulous in both. The figure t . 49, Ferns Brit. 
Ind given to represent the Mishmee plant, is a copy of Hooker’s 
figure of the American species. 

2. Blechnum serrulvtum. (Sick.) Caudex elongated stout 
ascending; stipes 6-12 inches long, strong, erect, smooth, nearly 
naked; fronds oblong acuminate, 1-2 feet long, 6-9 inches broad, 
with 12-24 pairs of quite distinct articulated linear-oblong pinnae 
on each side, the largest of which are 4-5 inches long, inch 
broad, narrowed gradually towards the point and downwards to a 
narrow base ; the margin finely incised ; texture coriaceous ; rachis 
rigid naked ; veins very fine and close, not conspicuous ; feitile 
pinnae narrower; sori in a continuous line close to the midrib. 
Rich, in Act . Soc. Nat . Par. i. 114. Hook Syn. Fit. 186. 

Malacca. 

(Also in tropical America, Australia, Borneo, and New 
Caledonia.) 

3. Blechnum orientals (linn.) Caudex stout erect, 
clothed at the crown with fibrillose dark bf&wffc&cales ; stipes 4-8 
inches long, strong, erect, scaly below ; fronds 1-5 feet long, 6-36 
inches broad, ovate, with very numerous nearly contiguous linear 
pinnae on each side, which are about i inch broad, narrowed to a long 
point, the bases quite distinct, the upper ones decurrent, a few of 
the lowest mere auricles ; texture subcoriaceous ; rachis and both 
surfaces naked; veins fine and close ; sori in a long continuous line 
close to the midrib. Lin.Sp.Pt. 1535. Hook. Syn. Fit. 186. Bedd. 
F. S. /. t. 29. 

Throughout India, Ceylon, and the Malay Peninsula, up to 
6,000 feet in the south, and 4,000 feet on the Himalayas. 

(Also in the Malay Islands, China, Polynesia and Australia.) 

4. Blechnum findlaysonianum. (Wail) Caudex very 
small ; stipes short ; frond ample, 2-4 feet, ovate-lanceolate, sub- 
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coriaceous, pinnated; pinnae erect-patent, rather distant, 6-12-14 
inches long, i-if wide, oblong or elongate-oblong, sessile, obliquely 
cuneate at the base, entire, upper ones much decurrent, but (except 
the two upper ones) not coadunate ; the apex suddenly and ’sharply 
acuminated ; several of the lowest pairs abortive, reduced to small 
hard scales; the surface glossy; veins obscure, compact, parallel ; sori 
close to the costa continuous, narrow-linear ; involucres also very 
narrow and indistinct. Wall . Cat. n. 2172. Hook. Sp. FiL iii. 53, 
and Syn. FiL p. 187. Bedd. F B. I. t. 249. 

Penang and the Malay Peninsula. ( Perhaps only a very broad- 
leaved form of orient ale .) 


GENUS XXXVI.— BLECHNIDIUM. (Moore.) 

(Resemblance to Blechnum.) 

Like Blechnum, but the veins anastomosing and forming large 
arched areoles. 

1. Blechnidium melanopus. (Hook, under Blechnum.) Stipes 
black erect, 6 inches long, naked ; fronds broadly falcate-lanceolate, 
glossy, sub-coriaceous, pinnate ; pinnae very approximate from a rather 
broad adnate base, linear-oblong falcate, somewhat acute, the margin 
entire, narrowly revolute, uppermost ones gradually confluent into a 
lanceolate elongated lobe, the lpwest 3-4 pair suddenly diminished, 
short, very obtuse, sub-auriculate at the superior base ; veins internal 
reticulated, forming large angled areoles next the costa, narrower 
oblique ones often extending to the margin ; ultimate veinlets free 
and clavate at their apex just within the margin ; sori quite close to 
the costa, continuous, not reaching to the apex of the pinnae, lower 
half of the rachis beneath black. Hook. Sp. FiL iii. 64. Syn. FiL 
p. 186. Bedd. F. B. 1 . 1 . 50. 

Khasya Hills. 
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GENUS XXXVIL — WOODWARDIA. (Smith.) 

(In honour of T. J. Woodward, an English Botanist.) 

Sori linear or linear-oblong, sunk in cavities of the frond, placed 
in single rows parallel with and contiguous to the midribs of the 
pinnae and pinnules ; indusium sub-coriaceous, the same shape as 
the sorus, closing over the cavity like a lid ; veins forming a series 6f 
costal arches ; the rest free or anastomosing ; fronds ample and bi- 
pinnatifid. 

1. Woodwardia radicans. (Smith.) Stipes elongate, with 
large lanceolate acuminate paleaceous scales at the base; fronds 
ample, pinnate, subcoriaceous ; pinnae distant, often a foot or more 
long, petiolate, deeply pinnatifid broad-lanceolate acuminate ; 
laciniae ovate-lanceolate, acuminate, subfalcate, spinulose-serrate to- 
wards the apex ; veins reticulate towards the main costa (of the 
pinnae), a single series of areoles outside of the sori thence free to 
the margin ; sori parallel with and near to the costule, short oblong, 
sunk in the cavity of the sorus, which has an elevated margin ; in- 
volucre vaulted coriaceous ; rachis here and there producing large 
scaly germinating gemmae at the base of some of the pinnae. 
Smith , Act. Taur. v. p. 4-12. Hook. Sp. Fit. iii. 66. Syn. Fit. 138. 
Bedd. F B. I. t. 88. 

Himalayas, from Kashmir to Bhotan, 3,000-8,000 feet elevation; 
common in Khasya, 4,000-5,000 feet. 

(Also in Java, S. Europe, Macaronesia, California and Mexico.) 


GENUS XXXVIII. — DOODIA. (R. Br.) 

(In honour of Samuel Doody, a British cryptogamist.) 

Sori oblong or sub-lunulate, in one or more series, arranged 
transversely with the veins forming areoles which are superficial, not 
sunk ; involucres membranaceous, of the same form as the sori, 
opening towards the costa and lying parallel with it ; veins uniform, the 
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lower ones arcuately anastomosing, forming elongated costal areoles 
(one or more series), the margiml venules free ,* fronds pinnate or 
pinnatifid ; segments or pinnae sharply serrated, rhizome sub-globose. 

1. Doodia dives. ( Kunze .) Rhizome obliquely ascending, 
paleaceous, rootlets clothed with black fibre ; stipes angled brown, 
very paleaceous near the base ; fronds coriaceous, glabrous ovate- 
oblong, long caudate at the apex, pinnate at the base, with some of 
the lower pinnae auricled, pinnatifid above ; pinnae and segments 
patently divergent, oblong, margins pungently serrated; pinnae or 
segments of the fertile fronds often distant; sori in one or two series 
on each side of the costa of the pinnae and segment*, and also on 
the wings of the rachis, lunate, often more or less confluent. Kze. in 
ScAk.JFil.Sufipl.il. p. 12. t. 185. Hook. Sp. Fil. iii. 73. Syn. 
Fil. 189. Bedd. F S. I. t. 222. 

Ceylon, Hackgalla and the central provinces above 4,000 feet 
elevation. 

(Also in Java.) 

TRIBE VIII. — ASPLENIE/E. 

Sori attached to the veins oblique with regard to the costa or 
occasionally sub-parallel with it, linear or oblong or horseshoe- 
shaped ; indusium the same shape as the sorus, when Single opening 
towards the midrib, sometimes double. 

GENUS XXXIX.— THAMNOPTERIS. (Presl.) 

( Thamnos , a thicket ; pteris , fern.) 

Sori unilateral linear; indusium linear, straight, single, free 
exteriorly ; veins forked ; venules parallel ; their apices combined by 
a transverse continuous marginal vein ; fronds undivided, simple, 
narrow-lanceolate to broad-lanceolate. 


1. Thamnopteris Nidus. (Linn.) Fronds very variable in 
length and breadth, lanceolate acute or acuminate at the apex, taper- 
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ing gradually into a short stem, the edge entire, the midrib rounded* 
on the back ; texture coriaceous ; veins fine and parallel, half a line 
apart; sori reaching about half-way towards the margin. Lin. Sp. 
PL 1537. Hook. Syn. Fil. 190. Bedd. F B. /. /. 197. 

North India; the Malay Peninsula ; Ceylon. 

(Also pretty general throughout tropical Asia, Mauritius, 
Madagascar, &c.) 

Typical Nidus has the fronds up to 6 feet long and 5-6 inches 
wide, and has not been found in the Madras Presidency. 

Var. fi mus^efolia. (Mett.) Fronds up to 6 feet long and 
1 foot broad ; sori extending nearly to the margin. Mett. Asp. p. 85. 
Hook. Sp. Fil. iii. 78. 

Malacca, Singapore. 

(Also in the Philippines.) 

Var. 7 phyllitidis. (Don.) Fronds up to 2 feet long and 
2, rarely 3 inches broad. Don. Prod. Nep. 7. Hook . Sp. FiL iii. 80. 
Bedd. F. S. I. t. 123. 

Western forests of the Madras Presidency, very common ; 
Himalayas ; Khasya ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Java Luzon, and Samar.) 

The above have been considered three different species by many 
botanists, they are now generally all united under Nidus ; there 
appears to be no real difference except as to size, and it is doubtful 
if this is constant, or that the supposed varieties do not run into 
each other. 

2. Thamnopteris Grevillei. (Wall.) Fronds 12-18 inches 
long by 2-3 broad, lanceolate-spathulate, narrowed to an acute apex 
and suddenly below to a broad wing to the stipe, which grows very 
gradually narrower downwards, the margin entire ; texture coriaceous; 
midrib keeled below ; veins nearly horizontal, those in the body of 
the frond about | line apart ; sori on most of them extending within 
a short distance of the edge. Wall. Cat . 1036. Hook . Sp. Fil. iii. 80. 
Bedd. F B. I. L 66. 
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Birma and Mishmee. 

The spathulate fronds with the winged stipe give this fern a very 
different appearance to any form of Nidus. 

3. Thamnopteris Simonsiana. {Hook) Fronds 12-18 inches 
long, i-i^j inch broad, tapering above into an acuminated point, and 
very gradually below into a short stem, the margin nearly entire ; 
midrib only rounded and prominent below; texture coriaceous; 
veins erect-patent, about ^ line apart ; sori copious, reaching from the 
midrib to within a short distance of the edge. Hook. Syn. Fil. 191. 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 247. 

Khasya and Jaintea hills up to 4,000 feet ; Chittagong; Madras 
Presidency, on the hills west of Vizagapatam, 3,000 feet. 

Mr. Clarke is in error in saying that it is found in Malabar ; he 
unites it 7uith Nidus , but it would hardly be safe to do so unless it be 
proved to vary in cultivation. 

GENUS XL. — ASPLENIUM. {Linn) 

{ A , privative; splen, spleen ; in allusion to its medical properties.) 

Sori dorsal or sub-marginal, linear or oblong ; indusium similar 
in shape, straight, single, plane or tumid, bursting along the outer 
edge ; veins free. 

Fronds quite entire. 

1. Asplenium ensiforme. {Wallich) Siipes tufted 1-3 inches 
long, firm, erefct, scaly below ; fronds 8-20 inches long, jj— £ inch 
broad, much acuminated; margin entire or nearly so, the lower 
part of frond very gradually narrowed ; texture coriaceous ; veins 
immersed, inconspicuous, erect -patent, usually once forked ; sori 
broad, reaching nearly to the midrib and margin. Wall. Cat. 200. 
Hook . Syn. Fil. f. 191. Bedd. F S. I. t. 125. A. stenophyllum, Bedd. 
F B. I. t. 147. 

Himalayas ; Gurwhal to Bhotan, 4,000-9,000 feet elevation ; 
Ceylon ; Birma ; Western forests of Madras Presidency. The South 
Indian, Ceylon, and Birma plant has fronds generally about 8 
inches long and nearly 1 inch wide. Some Himalayan examples 
have very long and very narrow fronds, but they cannot be separated 
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as varieties, as there are intermediate forms from the Himalayas ; the* 
both .st^in the paper they are dried in, a bright pink colour. 

2. Asplenium Griffithianum. (Hook.) Stipes tufted, erec 
short; fronds lanceolate, 4-12 inches long, f— 1 inch broad, the 
point acuminate, narrowing below very gradually; the margir 
undulate, crenate ; texture subcoriaceous ; veins distant, obscure, 
usually once forked; sori reaching from the midrib two-thirds o 
the way to the margin. Hook . Syn . Fit 193. Bedd. F.B. 1. 1. 58. 

Sikkim, below Darjeeling, 4,00c 
feet elevation, scarce ; Mishmee 
Khasya, 4,000-5,000 feet elevation 
Mergui and Tavoy. 

There is also, in the Kew Herbarium 
a fern from Penang , , which quite agree . 
with this , except that it has a slende 
stipe 6-9 inches long. 

* * Fronds lobed or pinnatifid . 

3. Asplenium altfrnans. ( Wall 
Caudex short, descending, copiousl 
rooting, squamose with subulate scale, 
as is the very short (rarely an incl 
long) stipe, and base of the cost; 
beneath ; fronds caespitose, about - 
span long, chartaceous, very opaque 
pale rusty green beneath, glabrous 
lanceolate, scarcely acuminate attenuated below, deeply and regularl 
pinnatifid throughout ; lobes ovate or triangular-oblong with wid' 
sinuses, obtuse, quite entire ; v ? eins subflabellate, all free ; soi 
copious on all the lobes in two rows, linear-oblong erect 
patent, the superior basal one parallel with the costa. Wah 
Cat . 221. Hook . Sp. Fil. iii. 92. Syn. Fit. p. 194. Bed a 

F.B. It 59. 

N. W. Himalayas, very common 3,000-9,000 feet elevatior 
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extending to west frontier of Kashmir, and eastward to Sikkim, 
where it is rare. 

(Also in Abyssinia.) 

* * * Fronds pinnate . 


4. Asplenium viride. 
{Hudson.) Stipes densely 
tufted ; often brown or 
blackish, 2-4 inches long, 
naked ; fronds 4-6 inches 
long, | inch broad with 12- 
20 sub-sessile pinnce on 
each side, which are ovate 
or elliptic, the upper edge 
narrowed suddenly at the 
base, the lower obliquely 
truncate, the outer part 
deeply crenated ; texture 
herbaceous ; rachis naked 
green ; veins sub-flabellate ; 
sori copious linear-oblong 
oblique. Huds . FI. Ang. 
453. Hook. Syn. Fit. 195. 
Bedd. F B. /. 64. 

Kashmir, 1 2,000- 
13,000 feet; Gulmurg, 
Tilail, Kumaon. 

(Also in Europe, Asia, 
and N. America in Arctic 
and Alpine regions.) 



N?72. 

ASPLENIUM ALTERNANS. ( Wall .) 


5. Asplenium Trichomanes. {Linn.) Stipes densely tufted, 
1-4 inches long, naked glossy brown or black ; fronds 6-12 inches 
long, about £ inch broad, with 15-30 opposite pairs of sessile 
horizontal pinnae, which are inch broad, 1^-2 lines deep, the 
edge slightly crenate, the two sides unequal, the upper one the 
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broadest* and narrowed suddenly at the base ; texture sub-coriaceous ; 
veins pinnate, inconspicuous ; rachis polished ; sori linear oblong, 
3-6 on each side of the midrib. L. Sp. Fil. p . 1540#. Hook . Syn . 
Fil 196. Bedd. F S. Z t. 147. 

Kulhatty on the Nilgiris ; Himalayas, Kashmir to Kumaon, 

5.000- 10,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in all four quarters of the world, Australia and Polynesia.) 

6. Asplenium normale. (Don.) Stipes 4-6 inches long, 
tufted, wiry, dark purple, polished; fronds 8-15 inches long, i£ inch 
broad, with very numerous close placed pinnce, the lower ones, which 
are |-i inch long, inch broad, deflexed ; the apex obtuse, the edge 
incised-crenate, the upper side auricled and nai rowed suddenly at 
the base, the lower truncate in a straight line ; texture sub-coriaceous; 
rachis glossy ; veins mostly once forked ; sori in two rows, very various 
in direction, some at right angles with the veins, some parallel with 
them, or in one row, or only 1-2 to each pinna. Don. Prod. FI. 
Nep.p. 7. Ho.k. Syn. Fil. p. 197. Asplenium multi jugum (Wall ), 
Bedd. F S. I. t. 133. 

Madras Presidency, in the forests of the Western mountains, 

3.000- 6,000 feet elevation ; Ceylon, above 4,000 feet elevation 
Himalayas from Nepal to Bhotan, 4,000-8,000 feet ; Khasya, 3,000- 
5,000 feet. Mr. Clarke says some forms are nearly allied to A. 
Trichomanes, others to monanthemum, a Madeira fern ; Hima- 
layan examples are much more variable than those from South India. 

(Also in Canton.) 

Var. jj. Pinnne more numerous and overlapping each other, 
more regular in shape, forming almost parallelograms ; sori 1-6, 
generally confined to the apex, and parallel with the veins, one sorus 
on the upper auricle close to the rachis and parallel with it, 

Anamallays, 4,000 feet elevation. 

7. Asplenium subavenium. (Hook.) Stipes tufted, 2-3 inches 
long, wiry, blackish, densely fibrillose ; frond a span long, lanceolate 
coriaceous, very opaque, pinnated ; pinnse $ of an inch long, 
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numerous, approximate, horizontal sessile, oblong obtuse, upper half, 
obscurely serrated, cuneate at the base, superior base truncated sub- 
auriculate, inferior margin cut off as it were by a straight line ; 
terminal pinna elongated, pinnatifid below ; costa and veins sunk, 
obsolete ; sori 2-6, oblong oblique, occupying the disc of the frond 
between the middle and the apex ; involucre firm, membranaceous ; 
rachis ebony-black, terete, rigid, sparsely setose. Hook. Sp . Fil. iii. 
143. Syn. Fil. p. 198. Bedd. F B. I. t. 288. 

Penang. 

8. AsrLENiUM septentrion ale. (Lin. under Acrostichuni ). Small 
caudex creeping, densely radiculose scarcely paleaceous ; stipes 
numerous, tufted, 3-6 inches high, erect, flexuose, green brown at the 
base ; fronds 1-2 inches long, coriaceous, glabrous, pinnated ; pinnae 
|-i inch long ; long-petioled, linear or linear-lanceolate, subungui- 
culate, often very acute or acuminate, rarely solitary, generally 2-3, 
alternate entire or forked; lateral segments small subulate, rarely 
laciniated (2-3 acuminate segments) ; veins forked parallel ; sori very 
long ; involucres* also much elongated, attached near the margin. 
Hook. Sp. Fil. iii. 174. Syn. Fil. p. 198. Bedd. F. B. I. t . 60. 
Acrostichum septentrionale, Linn. Sp. PI. 1524. Acropteris, Link. 

Northern 'India, Kashmir, 9,000-12,000 feet elevation; Gur- 
whal 8,000 feet. 

(Also in Arctic and Alpine Europe, Asia, and America.) 

9. Asplenium longissimum. (Blume.) Rhizome short-creep* 
ing; stipes tufted 3-12 inches long, strong erect, blackish, nearly 
naked ; fronds 2-8 feet long, linear or lanceolate elongate, proliferous 
and rooting at the apex ; pinnee horizontal, very numerous, 2-4^ 
inches long § inch broad, acuminate, the two sides nearly equal, 
with a distinct central midrib, the edge slightly toothed, the base 
on both sides often auricled ; texture herbaceous ; rachis dark- 
coloured strong, slightly scaly ; veins forked oblique ; sori numerous 
in two regular rows on each side the midribs, and reaching nearly to 
the edge. Blume, Ett. Plant, lav. Fil. 178. Book. Syn. Fil. 199. 



146 Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 


Sylhet, abundant ; Malay Peninsula from Moulmein southwards. 

(Also in Mauritius and the Malay Islands.) 

10. Asplenium Wightianum. ( Wall. ) Stipes tufted 6-9 
inches long, green, naked ; fronds up to 2 feet long, 6-8 inches broad, 
oblong-lanceolate with 6-12 subopposite or alternate pairs of pinnae 
on each side, distinctly stalked, the lower ones rather distant, linear 
with a long acumination, §-1 inch broad, the base gradually 
truncate-cuneate, often a little unequal, the margin coarsely toothed ; 
colour pale green ; texture coriaceous or subcoriaceous ; veins 
simple, or once forked ; sori very regular and parallel, not 

reaching the margin ; indu- 
sium broad, pale. Wall. Cat . 
2215. Hook . Syn. .FiL 199. 
Bedd. F. S. I. t. 126. A. 
Vulcanicum (Blume), Hook. 
Syn. FiL 201. 

( 7 he sterile f?'onds are 
rarely deeply and irregularly 
pinnatifid , with the segments 
serrated .) 

' Ceylon ; South Indian 

mountains, Pulneys, Anamal- 
lays, Bolampatty Hills, 2,000- 
4,000 feet elevation ; Malay 
Peninsula. 

In South Indian exam- 
ples the serratures are rather 
deep and the veins generally 
all simple, in a specimen from Birma the serratures are very shal- 
low and sharp and the veins once forked. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 



N°73 

ASPLENIUM WIGHTIANUM. 


(Wall.) 


Var. ft microphyllum. Pinnae much smaller, with a more 
unequal cuneate base, scarcely acuminated at the apex ; serratures 
obtusely rounded, upper basal serratures larger than the others and 
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bifid ; fronds about 10 inches long by 2 inches broad. Beddf 
F S. /. t 127. 

Anamallays ; banks of Toracadu and elsewhere. I believe this 
to be only a form of Wightianum, though Mr. Baker is inclined to 
regard it as a distinct species. 

11. Asplenium tenerum. (. Forst .) Stipes tufted, firm, erect, 
greyish, naked, 4-1 1 inches long; fronds 8-15 inches long, 3-4 
inches broad, oblong-lanceolate ; pinnae numerous on each side, 
stalked, horizontal, |-§ inch broad, more or less bluntly rounded at 
the apex, the edge rather deeply crenat- 
ed all round, the two sides unequal, 
the upper one narrowed, almost at a 
right angle, sometimes auricled, the 
lower one obliquely truncate ; texture 
herbaceous ; rachis compressed ; veins 
all simple except the lowest superior 
one, which is always forked except 
in the uppermost pinnae ; sori nume- 
rous, regular, parallel, not reaching the 
margin or midrib. Forst. Prod. p. 80. 

Hook. Syn . Fit. p. 201. Asp. elonga- 
tum (Sw.), Bedd. F S . I. t. 224. 

Ceylon ; at Oodawella and Matale 
East, not common. Mr. Wall sends 
a specimen with most of the pinnae 
pinnatijid in their lower half nearly 
to the rachis. Singapore, Penang. asplenium tenerum. 

(Also in the Philippines, Borneo, {Forst.) 

Java, Marianne Islands, Taheiti, and New r Gu'nea.) 

12. Asplenium lunulatum. (Sw.) Stipes tufted, 2-4 inches 
long, firm, nearly naked, grey or ebeneous ; fronds 8-18 inches long, 

1 5-3 inches broad, narrowly lanceolate-oblong, with many horizontal 
pinnae on each side, which are inch broad, bluntish or acute 
at the apex, more or less deeply crenate throughout, the two 
sides unequal, the upper one at the base narrowed suddenly at about 
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a right angle, the lower one obliquely truncate ; lower pinnae often 
deflexecl : texture herbaceous ; veins simple or once forked ; sori 
falling snort of both edge and midrib. S 7 V. Syn . FiL 80. Hook. 
Syn . FiL 102. Asplenium erectum, Bory. 

Var. /3 camptorachis. Fronds 12-14 inches long; rachis 
winged j pinnae 30-40 pair, alternate or subopposite, about f inch 
long, rounded at the apex, lower ones often reduced to auricles. As- 
plenium camptorachis, Kze. Asplenium brasiliense (Raddi), Bedd. F. 
S. I. t. 135. 

Western parts of the 
Madras Presidency, Nilgi- 
ris, &:c., at high elevations ; 
Ceylon, central provinces. 

VAR. 7 TRAPEZI FORME 
Fronds about 14-20 inches 
long ; rachis not winged ; 
pinnae about 15-20 pair, 
the , lowest the largest, i| 
inches long ; apex attenuat- 
ed. Aspl. trapeziforme 
(Roxb.), Crypt, p. 497. 
Bedd. F. S. I. t. 134. 
r- %% Nilgiris and Anamal- 

lays in Southern India. 

Unless a distinct species, 
which it probably is, I con - 

asplenium zenkerianum. (Ale.) sider this a variety of l unu- 

latum, and not of unilatcrale 
(resectum), to which it is referred by Hooker and Clarke, as 
the pinnee are nrcer unilateral. Mr. Clarke also alludes to it under 
longifolium, as closely allied to that species, but it is nothing like it, 
either in texture or cutting. 

13. Asplenium Zenkerianum. (Kze.) Stipes 6-9 inches long, 
tufted, slightly scaly ; fronds oblong-lanceolate, 1-3 feet long, gene- 
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rally proliferous at the apex; pinnae distant, alternate, 15-20 pair, 
stalked, ligulate-lanceolate acuminate, 3-5 inches long, 1-1^ inch broad, 
crenate, broadly rounded on the upper, cuneate-truncate on the lower 
side at the base ; lowest rather reduced ; texture firm ; surfaces naked, 
dark green ; veins erect-patent, fine distant, forked ; sori regular, 
parallel, 3-4 lines long, scarcely produced more than half-way to the 
margin ; indusium firm, broad, Kze . in Lin . xxiv. /. 259. Hook. Syn . 
Fil. 484. Asp. persicifolium (Hook.), Bedd \ F. S. I t. 127. 

Nilgiris and Pulneys at the higher elevation ; Ceylon at Newera 
Elya, &c., above 5,000 feet elevation. 

14. Asplenium hirtum. (Kaulf) Stipes tufted, 2-4 inches 
long, strong, erect, brownish, deciduously scaly; fronds 12-24 
inches long ; pinnae very numerous, horizontal, 1-3 inches long, 
■J— | inch broad ; the apex rounded or acute ; the margin broadly 
not deeply toothed, the base on the upper side conspicuously auricled, 
on the lower side rather suddenly but obliquely narrowed ; texture 
coriaceous ; rachis dark-coloured, strong, more or less fibrillose ; 
veins oblique, inconspicuous ; sori in two regular rows which do not 
reach the margin. Kaulf. En. Fil . 169. Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 205. 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 194. 

Sikkim at Lingtam near Darjeeling ; Moulmein. 

(Also in the Mascareen Islands, Hong Kong, Philippines, and 
Solomon Islands.) 

15. Asplenium auritum. (Sw.) Stipes tufted, 4-8 inches 
long, firm, erect, grey, naked; fronds 3-12 inches long; pinnae 
10-20 distinctly stalked, horizontal, 2-3 inches long, the apex acute 
or blunt, either deeply pinnatifid or pinnate throughout, or only 
sharply toothed or variously lobed, especially on the upper side 
towards the base ; texture very coriaceous ; rachis firm, erect, naked ; 
veins close, oblique, inconspicuous ; sori in two broad rather oblique 
rows. Sw. Syn. Fil. 78. Hook. Syn. Fil. 2 08. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 137. 

South India, rare; Conoor, on rocks 5,600 feet elevation; 
Anamallays, bed of the Toracadu river, 4,000 feet 

(Also throughout Tropical America and the West Indies, and 
in the Mascareen Islands.) 
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16. Asplenium crinicaule. (Hance.) Stipes famished with 
hair-like scales, densely tufted, 3-4 inches long, erect, dark-brown ; 
fronds 6 inches to 2-3 feet long, 1^-4! inches broad ; pinnae 9-25 
pairs, opposite, sub-opposite or alternate, lanceolate, sub-falcate, with 
a blunt' or acuminated apex, the margins deeply incised; often the 
upper base and sometimes both the upper and lower base much 
auricled, giving the pinna a hastate shape, the lower base often 
obliquely .truncate ; texture coriaceous; rachis firm, fibrillose like 
the stipes ; midrib rather indistinct ; veins subflabellate ; sori linear 
oblique. Hance , in Ann. Sc. Nats Sen. v. 254. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 
208. Asp. Beddomei, Mett. in Linncea , 36, 93. Aspl. falcatum, 
Bedd. F. S. J. t. 141. 

Madras Presidency, on the Anamallays and in Coorg, 3,000- 
4,000 feet elevation ; Sikkim, Jaintea hills 4,000-5,000 feet, nearly 
allied to the next species, and probably only a variety of it. 

(Also in China ) 

17. Asplenium falcatum. (Lam.) Stipes tufted, 6-9 inches 
long, erect, greyish, glabrous, or more or less scaly ; fronds 6 inches 
to 2 feet long or more, 4-8 inches broad ; pinnae stalked, 6-20 pair, 
alternate, sub-opposite or opposite, lanceolate, often caudate, i-i 
inch broad, the edges serrated or lobed, with the lobes serrate, the 
two sides unequa 1 , and the lower one at the base obliquely-truncate ; 
texture coriaceous ; rachis glabrous or fibrillose ; veins very oblique ; 
sori in long irregular lines reaching nearly to the margin. Lam.Enc. ii. 
306. Hook . Syn. Fil. 208. Bedd. F S. I. t. 143, as caudatum. 

Madras Presidency, Western mountains ; Ceylon ; Malay Penin- 
sula; Soonderbun; near Koolna in Jessore. 

(Also in Australia, S. Africa and its islands, and Polynesia.) 

18. Asplenium macrophyllum. (Swartz.) As in falcatum, 
but the pinnae generally larger and broader, and less cut. S 7 V. 
Syn. Fil.p. 77 and 261. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 209. Bedd. F. S. /. 1 . 142. 

Distinct enough from falcatum if typical specimens only are 
viewed , but quite passing into it if large suites of sped ns are ex- 
amined, it should , 1 think , only rank as a variety. 
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Localities much the same as falcatum. Mr. Clarke sajs not 
in Ceylon, but I have gathered many specimens there. 

19. Asplenium caudatum. {Forst.) As in falcatum, but the 
sori generally confined to two parallel rows close to the midrib, or 
with a few other short oblique sori. Forst Prod . p. 8 o. Hook . Syn . 
Fit p. 209. Aspl. contiguum, Bedd. F S. /. t. 140. Probably only 
a variety of falcatum. 

S. India, on the Western mountains ; Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Australia, Africa, and Brazil.) 

20. Asplenium Gardneri. {Baker.) Rhizome short, creep- 
ing ; stipes grey, 2-6 inches with a few scattered small scales ; fronds 
lanceolate, ^-i foot long, 3-5 inches broad, often gemmiparous ; 
rachis not winged ; pinme 8-10 pair, distinct, ascending, lanceolate, 
short-stalked, acute, central ones 2-3 inches long •§-- inch broad, 
toothed, square oh the upper side, cuneate on the lower side at the base ; 
veins erect-patent, forked, moderately close ; sori regular, parallel, 

inch long. Hook. Syn. Fit p. 485. Bedd. Suppl. Ferns, t. 355. 

Closely allied to macrophyllum , and probably only a variety of 
it. I have specimens from North India ( not gemmiparous ), which / 
do not know whether to refer to this or to macrophyllum . My Ceylon 
specimens are all gemmiparous , and the texture is generally thinner 
and the veins further apart. 

Ceylon ; Khasya Mountains, Umwai, 3,000 feet elevation. 

21. Asplenium par adoxum. ( Blume .) Stipe firm, erect, grey, 
slightly scaly ; fronds 1-2 feet long, with a large oblong-rhomboidal 
terminal pinna, and 8-12 lateral ones on each side, the lowest of 
which are 5-6 inches long, 1-1J inches broad, the apex acuminate 
and slightly toothed, the two sides unequal, the upper one narrowed 
suddenly almost at a right angle, the lower obliquely cuneate ; 
texture coriaceous ; rachis firm, erect, compressed, rather scaly ; 
veins obscure, very oblique, usually once forked ; sori reaching nearly 
from the midrib to the margin. Bl. Fil.Jav. 179. Hook. Syn . Fit p. 
209. Aspl. zamioides, Hook. Sp. Fil iii 114- Bedd. F. B. L /.193. 

Penang. The compressed rachis and short broader almost entire 
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pinnae give this a very different look to Gardneri or macrophyllum. 
I have dnly seen two or three specimens and do not know how far it 
varies, but should not be surprised if it turned out to be only a 
variety of macrophyllum. 

(A|so in Java and Sumatra.) 

22. Asplenium formosum. {Willd.) Stipes tufted, very 

short, naked, polished, dark brown ; fronds 12-16 inches long ; pinnae 
20-31 pair (lower ones generally reduced), sessile, horizontal, £ 
inch long, by 1^-2 lines deep, the upper edge deeply cut, the 

apex rather obtuse, the 
lower edge truncate in a 
straight line, so that about 
half the lower side is cut 
away ; texture herbaceous ; 

veins obscure, simple or 
forked ; sori linear-oblong, 

short, oblique, confined to the 
lower side, or 1-4 on each side 
of the midrib. Willd. Sp. PL 
v. 329. Hook . Syn FiL p. 
210. Bedd. F S. /. /. 136. 

South India, abundant in 
moist woods at the higher ele- 
vations on the Nilgiris,Pulneys 
asplenium paradoxum. (Blume.) and Anaiuallays ; Ceylon, rare. 

(Also in Tropical America, the West Indies, and Africa, Angola, 
and Congo.) 

23. Asplenium unilaterale. {Lam.) Stipes scattered slender, 
naked, dark brown, polished or grey, and opaque, 4-8 inches long ; 
fronds 6-15 inches long, lanceolate-oblong ; pinnae 10-30 pairs 
sub-sessile horizontal 1-3 inches long, by |-i inch broad, in shape 
almost dimidiate, two-thirds of the lower side being entirely cut away, 
the apex acute or bluntish, all except the truncate part incised, the 
upper half of the base narrowed nearly at a right angle ; texture 
thinly-herbaceous ; rachis usually polished like the stem, or green and 
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opaque ; veins once or twice forked ; sori not reaching either midrib 
or margin, often quite allantodioid in South Indian examples. 
Lam. Enc . ii. 305. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 210, under resectum. Bcdd. 
F. S. I t. 132, under resectum. 

Madras Presidency, in all the Western forests up to 5,000 feet j 
Himalayas from Chumba to Bhotan 1,000-5,000 feet ; common 
eastward of Nepal ; Chittagong; Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands, Polynesia, Japan and Tropical 
Africa.) 

Var. /3 rivale. (Bedd.) Pinnae 30-40 pairs, close set and 
much smaller than in the type, being only ^ inch broad, less cut 
and almost a parallelogram in shape ; sori confined to the apex ; in 
habit resembling normale, var. fl. 

Pulney Hills and Anamallays, only in beds of rivers. 

Var. 7. udum. (Atkinson.) Pinnae very transparent and mem- 
branaceous, smaller than in the type, very oblique, and the cutting 
often fimbriate. (Bedd. Sapp. Ferns, t. 357, as var. decurrens.) 

Himalayas; Dalhousie, 5,500 feet elevation, and other localities, 
pendant from dripping rocks. 

Var. 3 delicatulum. (Parish.) Fronds and pinnae, much 
smaller than in the type, the latter less obliquely cut away on the 
lower side, and the main vein further from the margin. Bedd. Supp. 
Ferns, t. 358. 

Tenasserim, on trees, 3,000 feet elevation. I have only seen 
one specimen sent by Mr. Parish. 

24. Asplenium heterocarpum. (Wall.) Stipes scattered, 
firm, erect chestnut coloured, polished ; fronds up to 2 feet, of which 
the stipe is 6-8 inches, membranaceous, glabrous, linear in outline, 
pinnae numerous (40 or more), dimidiate, nearly the whole of the 
lower margin being cut away, about 1 inch long by i inch broad ; 
upper margin and apex deeply cut, the segments being again bifid ; 
lower matgin entire ; sori confined to the segments and directed up- 
wards. Wall. Cat. 218. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 210. Bedd. F. S. L t 13 1. 

Madras Presidency, not uncommon in the Western forests, 
4,000-7,000 feet elevation ; Himalayas from Nepal to Bhotan, 
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4,ooo-8j0oo feet ; Khasya, 3,000-5,000 feet ; Malay Peninsula ; 
Ceylon, central provinces, above 3,000 feet. 

(Also in south-east China and Borneo.) 

25. Asplenium laciniatum. (Bon.) Stipes and rachis with 
lanceolate or linear scales ; fronds linear, up to nearly 2 feet long ; 
pinnae numerous, alternate or subopposite, linear-oblong or half 
ovate, very much cut away, and unequal at the base, slightly pin- 
natifid, with the segments serrated, or more or less deeply pinnatifid 
nearly to the rachis and the segments distant ; texture subcoriaceous ; 
veins very oblique ; sori copious. 'Don. Prod . FL Kep. p . 8. Hook . 
Syn. FiL p. 211. Bedd. F S. /. t. 145. Aspl. planicaule 
(Wallich), Hook . Syn . FiL 211. Bedd. F S. I. t. 139. 

The typical laciniatum of North India Las the pinnae elongated 
and much narrowed towards the apex, and deeply cut into distant 
segments ; typical planicaule of S. India has very short, half ovate 
pinnae, scarcely at all cut ; there are however many connecting links, 
and it is impossible, I think, to separate ihem even as constant 
varie ies. Var. depauperatum (Clarke) is also found in S. India, 
but is, I believe, only a starved form. 

Madras Presidency, all the Western mountains, 3,000-8,000 
feet; Himala>as, Gurwhal to Bhotan ; Khasya ; Ceylon. 

(Also in Japan.) 

Var. crinigerum. (Bedd.) Pinnae all more deeply and finely 
cut than any typical laciniatum ; stipe very short (i inch), and very 
scaly ; rachis densely scaly ; pinnae with long hair-like scales on the 
ner\es beneath. 

South India, cn the Balarangam Mountains (Mysore), and on 
Myhendra Mountains near Ganjam, 3,000-4,000 feet elevation. 

26. Asplenium pumilum. (Sw.) Stipes tufted, 3-4 inches long 
erect, glalrous or sparingly pubescent; fronds 2-6 inches each 
way deltoid, the upper part sinuated only, the lower cut into 
distinct pinnae, of which the lowest pair is much the largest and often 
pinnatifid nearly to the midrib ; texture herbaceous ; sori very oblique, 
the lower ones sometimes l-i inch long. Sw. FL Ind. Ccc. iii. 1610. 

(West Indies and Central America.) 
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Var. hymenophylloides. {Fee.) Fronds smaller, pubescent 
or dilate on both surfaces ; texture exceedingly thin, with prominent 
venation; pinnae obtuse. Fee, 7 th. Mem. 54./. 15 . /. 1. Clarke , 
N India, p. 482. 

Mt. Aboo, Rajaputana, 4,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Abyssinia.) 

* * * * Fronds bi-quadripinnate. 

27. Asplenium Ruta-muraria. {Linn) Stipes tufted, 2-4 
inches long, slender, wiry, naked, ebeneous towards the base ; fronds 
1-2 inches long, about 1 inch broad, glabrous, deltoid, cut down to 
the rachis into a few pinnae on each side, the lower ones again cut 
down into spathulate cuneate pinnules, which are serrated round the 
outer edge ; texture coriaceous ; rachis firm, green, naked ; veins 
flabellate ; sori copious ; margin of indusium fimbriate. Linn. Sp . 
PI. 1541. Hook. Syn . Fil. 213. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 61. 

Kashmir.* 

(Also in Europe, North Africa, Thibet, Siberia, and the United 
States.) 

28. Asplenium pekinense. {Hance.) Stipes tufted, 1-3 
inches long, with a few linear scales near the base; fronds 2-6 
inches long, narrowly oblong, shining, glabrous, with several lanceo- 
late-deltoid pinnae on each side, which are cut down to a compressed 
rachis into several ovate rhomboidal pinnules on each side, which 
are again pinnatifld (hence it is bipinnate sub-tripinnate), ultimate 
segments linear- cuneate, sharply forked or toothed at the apex, entire 
below ; sori 2-6 to a pinnule, ultimately confluent ; involucre entire. 
Hance in Seem. Jour n. Bot. v. 262. Hook. Syn . Fil. p. 213. Clarke , 
F. N . ; /. t. $6.f 2. 

Kashmir; Jhelum Valley, 2,000-2,500* feet elevation. 

(Also in China and Japan.) 

29. Asplenium Adiantum-nigrum. (Linn.) Stipes tufted , 
<5-9 inches long , nearly glabrous, polished ; fronds bi-tripinnate, 
deltoid to lanceolate, 6-12 inches long, 4-6 inches broad at the 
base ; pinnse numerous, the lower ones deltoid, their lower pinnules 
again stalked and completely pinnate and lanceolate deltoid in 
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shape, the ultimate segments ovate or oblong, acutely serrate, texture 
coriaceous ; veins obscure, oblique ; sori copious, involucre with an 
entire margin. Linn , Sp. Pl. 1541. Hook . Syn. Fit. p. 214. Bedd. 
F. B . I. t. 62. 

Kashmir, 5,000-8,000 feet, extending to Dalhousieand Chumba. 

(Also in Europe, North Asia, North Africa, South Africa and 
its islands, and Sandwich Islands.) 

30. Asplenium furcatum. (Thunk.) Stipes tufted, 4-8 
inches long, clothed with deciduous woolly hairs, as is the rachis ; 
fronds coriaceous, 6-18 inches long, 4-6 inches broad ; pinnae 12-20 
pair, lanceolate-deltoid, f-i inch broad, cut down throughout nearly to 
the rachis into linear-cuneate pinnules, which are sharply serrated, on 
the outer edge; veins flabellate, deeply channelled; sori linear. .Thunb. 
Prod. FI. P. 172. Hook. Syn. Fil. f. 215. Bedd. F. S. /. t. 144. 

South India, common on the higher Western mountains, 
Ootakamund, &c. ; Ceylon, 5,000-7,000 feet. 

(Also in Tropical America, Polynesian Islands, Australia, Cape 
Colony, Abyssinia, Mascareen Islands, and Canaries..) 

31. Asplenium affine. (Swartz.) Stipes 6-^12 inches long, 
firm, erect, grey, nearly naked; fronds 12-18 inches long, 6-12 
inches broad ; pinnae numerous on each side, the lower ones 
lanceolate-rhomboidal, cut down to the rachis into numerous distinct 
rhomboidal pinnules, 4-6 inches long, 1J-2 inches broad, which are 
incised or deeply lobed ; texture subcoriaceous ; rachis firm, 
naked ; veins subflabellate ; sori copious, linear. Sw. in Schr. Jour. 
1,800. 11. 56. Hook. Syn. Fil. 215. Asp. spathulmum (J. Sm.), Bedd. 
F. S. I. t. 226 (probably taken from a specimen of furcatum and ?iot 
from affine as represented at Kent.) . 

Ceylon. 

(Also in Mascareen Islands, Philippines, Borneo, Fiji, and 
Sandwich Islands.) 

32. Asplenium nitidum. ( Swartz .) Stipes 1 foot long, firm, 
erect, greyish, naked ; fronds 2-3 feet long, 1 foot broad ; pinnae 
numerous, lanceolate-deltoid, the lowest 6-9 inches long, 2-3 inches 
broad, cut down to the rachis into numerous stalked subdeltoid 
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pinnules, which are again cut down to the rachis into broad flabellate 
cuneate segments, serrated round the outer edge; texture subcori- 
aceous ; rachis firm, grey, naked ; veins channelled, flabellate ; sori 
short, radiant. S70 Syn.Fil. p. 280. Hook . Syn Fil.p. 215. Bedd. 
F /. t. 148, 149. Aspl. laserpitiifolium, Bedd . F. S. /. /. 225. 

Sikkim, Bhotan, Assam ; Khasya, Cachar, 1,000-4,000 feet 
elevation ; Ceylon ; Madras Presidency in the Western forests ; Malay 
Peninsula. 

(Also in Malay Islands and S. Africa.) 

33. Asplenium fontanum. {Bei'iiZi. ) Stipes tufted, 2-4 
inches long, wiry, slender, glabrous ; fronds 3-6 inches long, i-i| 
inches broad, oblong-lanceolate; pinnae numerous, the lower ones 
reduced, often somewhat remote, pinnate, pinnatifid or only toothed ; 
texture herbaceous, rachis and surfaces bright green; veins oblique; sori 
copious, covering nearly the whole segment. Bernh . in Schrad. JSeu. 
Jour. 1 pt . ii. 26. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 216. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 146. 

Himalayas, from Kashmir to Gurwhal, 5,000-9,000 feet. 

(Also in Europe.) 

Var. ft exiguum. Frondsless divided and more narrow, and 
an ebeneous rachis. Asp. exiguum, Bedd. F. S. /. t. 146. 

Nilgiris, Kulhatty ; Himalayas. 

34. Asplenium varians. (Hook and Grev .) Stipes tufted, 
1-3 inches long, slender, nake^l, greenish ; fronds 4-6 inches long, 

1 inch broad, oblong-lanceolate; pinnae 8-12 pair, the lower ones 
subdeltoid inch long* J-f inch broad, cut down to the rachis 
into a few cuneate flabellate pinnules, the lowest two lines across, 
sharply toothed on the outer edge ; texture thin, herbaceous ; rachis, 
slender, naked, green ; veins, one carried into each tooth ; sori 
copious. Hook. Syn. Fil. 216. Bedd. F S. I. t. 129. 

South India, common on the Nilgiris and the mountains on 
the west side, 3,000 feet upwards ; Himalayas, 6,000-10,000 feet, 
rarer eastwards ; Ceylon, 3,000 feet and upwards. 

A form found at Kulhatty on the Nilgiris , quite runs into the 
European lanceolatum. Another form on the Tinnevelly hills west of 
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Courtallum has short deltoid fronds fully 2 inches across at the base, 
and broader pinnules . 

(Also in South Africa, North China and Japan.) 

35. Asplenium bulbiferum.' (Forst.) Stipes tufted, 6-12 
inches long, firm, erect, scaly near the base, sometimes hairy through- 
out ; fronds 1-4 feet long, oblong to ovate-lanceolate, 2-3 pinnate ; 
pinnae many pair, horizontal, often proliferous from the upper 
surface, the largest eight inches long, and two inches broad, cut down 
to a compressed winged rachis, into many lanceolate-deltoid pinnules 
which are cut into slightly toothed linear oblong flaccid segments ; 
texture herbaceous ; veins firm, pinnate ; sori oblong, large, often 
filling the whole segment. Forst. FI. Ins. Aust. Prod. 80. Hook . 
Syn. Fil. p. 218. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 65, as bullatum (Wall.) 

Nepal, Sikkim, Bhotan, Khasya, 2,000-6,000 feet ; Penang. 

(Also in Australia, New Zealand, Mexico, New Caledonia, 
Natal, and the East African Islands.) 

36. Asplenium tenuifoliUxM. (Don) Stipes tufted, 3-6 
inches long, slender, glabrous, or with a few hairs ; fronds green, 
thinly herbaceous, up to 20 inches long, lanceolate, 3-4 pinnate ; 
pinnae many pair, the lower ones 3 inches long by j inch 
b”oad, lower pinnule subdeltoid, cut down to a narrowly winged 
rachis into spathulate segments, quarter inch or less broad, sharply 
cut on the outer edge ; veins solitary ; sori 1-2 to a segment. Don . 
Pr. FI. Nep . 8. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 220. Bedd. F. S. /. /. 130. 

South India, higher ranges of the Nilgiris, Pulneys, and 
Anamallays; Ceylon at Newera Elya; Himalayas, Nepal to Bhotan 
5,000-9,000 feet; Khasya, 4,000-5,500 feet; Birma. 

***** Ultimate division of the frond , narrow , linear ; sori 
linear or linear-oblong , marginal or submarginal. Darea of authors . 

37. Asplenium rutvefolium. (. Kunze .) Stipes tufted, 6-9 
inches long, compressed, greenish, glabrous; fronds 6-15 inches 
long, narrowly oblong, glabrous, bipinnate, the rachis often pro- 
longed, naked, and rooting at the apex; pinnae 12-20 pair, the 
lowest sub-deltoid, two inches or more long, cut down to the rachis 
to rainy erect-patent distant pinnules on each side, the lowest on 
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the upper side agian cut into erect-patent linear segments, the lowest 
on the under side suppressed ; texture coriaceous ; rachis compressed ; 
sori linear marginal. Kze. in Linncea, x. 521. Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 
222 . Bedd . F S . 1 . t. 138. 

South India, on the Tinnevelly Mountains; Ceylon, Singhe Rajah 
Forest ; Himalayas, Bhotan, and Mishmee ; Khasya. 

(Also in South Africa, Japan and Fiji.) 

38. Asplenium Belangeri. {Kze.) Caudex short, stout, 
erect ; stipes densely tufted, 4 inches to a span long, compressed 
upwards, greenish; fronds i~i£ feet long, narrow-oblong (the sides 
almost forming a parallelogram), acuminated only at the apex, 
sparingly stellate-squamulose beneath, here and there proliferous, 
subchartaceous, pale green, bipinnate, primary pinna? from 1-2 
inches long, horizontally patent, singularly uniform in the whole 
length, linear obtuse, nearly sessile, again pinnated (or they may be 
said to be deeply pinnatifid), pinnules or segments 2-3 lines lorg, 
linear-clavatc, or subspathulate, obtuse, straight, or a little curved, 
decurrent, with the rachis simple monosorous, or the lowest superior 
one is bifid or subpinnatifid; veins solitary central; sori large, 
conspicuous, occupying nearly the length of the pinnule, marginal ; 
involucres of the same colour and texture almost of the frond ; main 
rachis compressed, partial ones distinctly winged. Hook. S/> . Fil . iii. 
209. Syn. Fil.p. 223. Bcdd. F. B. I. t. 287. 

The Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Java, Sumatra, and Borneo.) 

GENUS XLI. — ATHYRIUM. {Roth.) 

{ Derivation unknown. ) 

As in Asplenium, but the involucres, or at least many of them, 
more or less curved, often horseshoe-shaped, rarely quite uniform as 
in Lastrea. 

1. Athyrium spinulosum. {Max.) Stipes 6-12 inches long, 
scattered, firm, erect, straw-coloured, furnished more or less with 
pale brown lanceolate scales ; fronds 6-12 inches., deltoid, as broad as 
long, 3-pin nate ; pinnae 9-12 pairs, lowest the largest, 2^-3 inches 

12 
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broad, ovate-lanceolate ; pinnules lanceolate, cut down to the rachis 
on each side into 6-9 oblong rhomboidal segments two lines long, 
one line broad, which are sharply toothed or crenated; texture 
herbaceous ; rachis naked or nearly so ; sori 2-10 to a segment ; 
indusium slightly curved, or horseshoe-shaped, very small and thin. 
Cystopteris, Max. FI. Amur . 340. Baker in Hook . Syn. Fit, 225, 
under Asplenium. Athyrium subtriangulare (Hook), Bedd. F. B. L 
t 242. The supposed species , or variety , subtriangulare , does not 
differ from spinntosum , except that the teeth are kss spinulose ; it 
cannot , I think y be considered even a variety . 

Sikkim 10,000-12,000 feet ; Lachen, Samding, Yeumtong. 

(Also in Manchuria, Amurland and Korea.) 

2. Athyrium Atkinsoni. {Bedd.) Stipes 6-12 inches long, 
erect, straw-coloured, furnished towards the base with a few long narrow 
pale-coloured scales; fronds 10-12 inches long, triangular, 10-12 
inches broad at basal pinnae, gradually narrowing upwards, tripinnate, 
with the tertiary pinnae deeply pinnatifid ; pinnae 7-8 pairs, the lowest 
much the largest, about three inches broad; texture herbaceous, 
naked, secondary pinnae with the rachis winged, but the pinnules 
(tertiary pinnae) often distinctly petioled, at least in the lower portion 
of the pinnae, pinnatifid down, the segments being more or less 
crenated ; sori one to each segment on the basal vein, linear, curved 
or almost reniform, never double ; veins terminating just within the 
margin. Bedd, Fern . Sup. p. 1 1, t. 359. 

Sikkim at high levels. 

( Clarke's variety Andersoni is Athyrium fimbria turn ^ van 
sphceropteroides . ) 

3. Athyrium Hohenackerianum. (Kze.) Stipes tufted, 2-4 
inches long, clothed throughout rather closely with linear-subulate 
scales; fronds 6-18 inches long, i|-3 inches broad, ovate-lanceo- 
late; pinnae in numerous pairs, lanceolate, 1-2J inches long, cut 
nearly or quite to the rachis into ovate or oblong serrated pinnules ; 
texture herbaceous ; rachis naked upwards, scaly below ; sori copious $ 
involucre conspicuous, linear-oblong, curved or horseshoe-shaped. 
Hook. Syn, Ml, p. 22*. Bedd. F S. /. /. 157. 
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Madras Presidency in the Western Forests, from the plains tip 
to 4,000 fedt; Ceylon, Scinde. 

4, Ann^tivif falcaiuh. (Bedd.) Stipes 1-9 inches long with 
npay linear golden scales at the base ; fronds 6-14 inches long, with 
tht rachis above dilated or winged, linear-lanceolate, narrowed at 
both ends* pinnae 15-20 on each side, sessile, alternate, i-i|inch 
tong, by inch broad, falcate-ovate, deflexed, obtuse or acumi- 
nate, generally with a large obtuse auricle at both the superior ana 

inferior base, above pinnatifid 
almost half doun to the costa, 
segments obtuse, crenated ; son 
numerous on each side cf the 
costa, at length confluent and 
covering the whole or nearly the 
whole of the under surface. 
Bedd. FS.Lt 151. Asplenium 
drepanophyllum, Baker , Syr. 
Fil. 226. 

South India, Anamallay 

Hills, dry grassy places 5,000 
feet. Myhenda Hill near Ber- 
hampore, 4,500 feet; Mahable 
si awer ; Parasnath 4,000 feet. 

5. AlHYRIUM 1 HFLYP 1 E- 

roidfs. {Muhx.) Stipes 6-8 

inches or more, furnished at the base with large lanceolate thin light 
coloured scales ; fronds generally about 3 feet long and 8 inches broad, 
lanceolate, gradually narrowed towards the base ; pinnae numerous, 
erect-patent, £-1 inch broad, cut three-quarters of the way to the 
rachis or more into oblong blunt crenated segments , son in close 
regular rows, short, oblong ; indusium persistent. Muhx . FL Bor. 
Am. 11. 265. Hook. Syn. Fii. p. 326. A. allantodioides, Bedd. 
F. i*. L /. 221, not F. B 2 . A, 68, which isafortnaf Diplazium 
sorzogonense * 
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Himalayas from Kashmir to Bhotan, common in many places". 

(Also in North America, Canada, Amur land.) 

6. Athyrium macrocarpum. (Blume.) Stipes 6-9 inches 
long, firm, erect, straw coloured, scaly below ; fronds up to three feet 
Jong, generally lanceolate in outline ; pinnae 20-30 pair, very variable 
in size and cutting, sometimes less than one inch long, and only 
pinnatifid, usually about four inches, and sometimes 9-10 inches 
long, again pinnate, with the pinnules deeply pinnatifid, and as large 
or much larger than the whole pinnae in the less compound forms ; 
texture herbaceous, shining, striate beneath the lowest lobe on the 
upper side often larger ; margin toothed ; involucres very large, often 
reniform (as in Lastrea), but always mixed with some that are linear 
(asplenioid), and horseshoe-shaped, margin more or less fimbriate. 
Aspidiura macrocarpum, Bl. En. Fil.Jav. 162. Asplenium, Hook, 
Syn. Fil. p. 227. Bedd. F S. I. t. 152 and 153. A. squarrosum, 
Wall. Cat, 356. 

South India, very common on the Western Mountains, above 
3,000 feet ; Ceylon ; Himalayas, Gurwhal and Bhotan 2,000-9,000 
feet ; Khasya ; Binna and the Malay Peninsula. 

Clarke’s variety, Atkinsoni, is one of the simplest forms, and is 
very common on the Nilgiris, mixed with the more compound ex- 
amples and connected by intermediate forms. Beddome’s macro- 
carpum, var. / 3 , F. S. I. t. 153, is at first sight very distinct looking, 
and is often collected as a Lastrea; it is, however, only a state in 
which the fructification is less and the lamina of the frond more 
developed than usual. 

(Also in Malay Islands, China and Japan.) 

Var. / 3 . i-pinnata. (Clarke.) Fronds linear; pinnoe short, slightly 
crenate, in shape much like some forms of the Polystichum auricu* 
latum. 

Khasya, 3,000-4,000 feet. I have only seen this in Mr. Clarke’s 
collection, and it looks distinct from any of the simpler forms of 
macrocarpum from Southern India, the pinnce being much less cut 




*66 F#rns of British India and Ceylon, 


f. AftSrm tfta nic&ipes. (Mett) Caudex stout, often 2-3 
indies out of ground ; stipes tufted, firm, round, glabrous ; fronds 
8-30 niches long, quite deltoid, with the lowest pinnae largest, 
to oblong, lanceolate, herbaceous, not plicate-striate beneath ; pinnae 
about 8 inches long, by 2\ broad, (but variable in size) pinnules 
often deeply "pinnatifid to only a winged rachis ; segments crenate 
or serrate, not spinulose ; sori linear-oblong, only slightly curved 
in two oblique rows towards the midrib of the pinna ; involucres 
persistent. Mett. Farng. Aspl. 195. Hook . Syn. FiL 227, not 
Bedd. F S. /. t. 157, which is selenapteris. 

Himalayas, from Kashmir to Bhotan, 3,000-1 1,000 feet eleva- 
tion, very common about Darjeeling ; Khasya 2,000-6,000 feet. 
Not in Southern India or Ceylon, the former plant being selenopteris, 
(Kunze), the latter gymnogrammoides. 

Var. /3 Clarkei. {Bedd.) Fronds linear-lanceolate, up to 
3 feet long, and 3-4, rarely 6 inches, broad, gradually narrowed 
at both ends, generally rooting from a bud on the upper side of the 
rachis ; rachis of pinnae, costa, and veins, sometimes furnished with a 
few weak setae. Athyrium Clarkei, Bedd. Sup . Ferns, t. 360. 

Nepal, Sikkim, common at Surail near Darjeeling, 6,000 feet ; 
Kulhoit Valley, 6,000-7,000 feet. I feel quite certain now that this 
is only an elongated variety of nigripes, and Mr. Clarke agrees. 

(Mr. Clarke’s nigripes, var. dissecta, appears to be typical 
nigripes rather more cut than usual.) 

8. Athyrium selenopteris. (Kunze) Caudex stout, erect ; 
stipes tufted, often 10 inches long, stramineous; fronds 10-20 inches 
long, lanceolate, somewhat attenuated towards the base, never deltoid ; 
pinnae 2-6 inches long, rather distant; texture rather flaccid, pinnatifid 
to a winged rachis in the smaller forms, or almost quite pinnate in the 
larger forms, the wing of the rachis being almost obsolete, the pin- 
nules deeply pinnatifid. but with a somewhat decurrent base, the 
ultimate segments more or less crenated, or even serrated ; sori oblong 
or curved. Kunze, Mett . Farngatt. Asp . 196. Asp. nigripes, var. 
selenopteris, Clarke, F N. L p. 491. Athyrium aspidioides. Hook. 
Syn* FiL p. 228. (in part) as far as the Niigiri specimens are concerned. 
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rachis soft, appearing triangular or furrowed when dry; primary 
pinnae narrow linear-oblong, hardly narrowed at the base ; secondary 
pinnae £-1 inch, oblong, patent at right angles to the rachis of the 
primary pinnae, sessile or decurrent, serrate or pinnatifid ; margin 
bluntly or acutely toothed ; involucres in two rows on the secondary 
pinnae, short, oblong, subpersistent. Bernh. in Schrad. Neu. Jour. i. 
pt . 11. 26. Clarke . F. N. I p . 491. 

I follow Mr. Clarke here, as he has an intimate knowledge of 
this fern and its varieties in a growing state, he says that there are 
two main types of the Himalayan Filix-fcemina, viz. j-^-ist, with a suc- 
culent rachis, appearing triangular or grooved when dry, green, 
involucre subpersistent; 2nd, with a firm rachis, appearing round 
in the dried specimens, often red ; involucre less persistent, often 
fugacious. 

Var. i. dentigera. ( Wall.) Cutting nearly as in the 
European type (not nearly so fine as in pectinata), green, rachis 
succulent, grooved when dry ; involucre subquadrate, or horseshoe- 
shaped, smaller and less persistent than in the European type. 
(Polypodium dentigerum, Wall. Cat. 334.) 

Himalayas 6,000-11,000 fce% from Kashmir to Bhotan, common 
from Nepal westwards. 

Var. 2. pectinata. (Wall.) Very finely cut, tripinnate, 
4-pinnatifjd, bright green ; rachis slender, but scarcely succulent or 
grooved w r hen dry; involucre subquadrate, or short oblong, little 
horseshoe- shaped, subpersistent. Wall. Cat. 231. Clarke , F. N /. 
/. 57. Bedd . F S. I. t . 154, small form . 

Himalayas, Sikkim to Gurwhal 2,000-5,000 feet elevat on ; 
Parasnath 4,000-5,000 feet ; Mountains of the Godavery and Cen- 
tral India ; Mahableshwar ; Scinde ; Mount Aboo. 

Var. 3. attenuata. (Clarke.) 1 -pinnate ; base of the stipes 
densely clothed with broad lanceolate scales ; rachis succulent when 
dry, grooved or triangular ; fronds small, very narrow, much tapering 
at both ends ; pinnae patent, very close together, deeply regularly 
pinnatifid into oblong serrated segments, scarcely a quarter inch k>i^ ; 
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involucre small, * subquadrate, hardly ever horseshoe-shaped, not 
very fugacious. Clarke, F N. /. /. 59 .fig. 1. 

Kashmir, io;ooo-i 2,000 feet, north of the main valley ; appears 
to fee only a stuntel form of dentigera. 

4 X 

Var. 4. retusa. ( Clarke .) 1-2-pinnate, rachis firm, round 
when dry ; fronds red, never very large ; involucre small, fugacious ; 
sori, scattered, round. Cystopteris retusa, Decne in Jacq. Voy. 176, 
/. 177. Clarke , F. N I. t. 59-2. 

* Himalayas 10,000-15,000 feet, from Kashmir to Bhotan. 

Var. 5. flabellulata. (Clarke.) 2-pinnate; rachis firm, round 
when dry, fronds red, 1-3 feet ; secondary pinnae deeply pinnatifid ; 
segments laciniate; involucre small, fugacious; sori scattered, round. 
Clarke, F. N. I. t. 60. 

Sikkim, 13,000 feet; Yakla, Jongri, scarcely distinct from 
dentigera, 

VaR, 6. polyspora. (Clarke ,) 2-pinnate, or sub-3-pinnate; 
rachis firm, round when dry ; fronds red, 1-3 feet; involucre large, 
approximate, very persistent, often reniform ; sori large, often ulti- 
mately thickly covering the whole of the pinnules. Clarke , F. N, I. 
Lbi.fig. 1. 

N. W. Himalayas, 6,000-10,000 feet ; Kumaon to Chumba. 

Very distinct from the other varieties, and approaching 
oxyphyllum. 

Var. 7. parasnathensis. (Clarke.) i-pinnate, sub- 2-pinnate; 
rachis triangular when dry ; fronds reddish, 1 J foot, narrow-oblong, 
scarcely attenuated at the base ; primary pinnae inch, broadest at 
the base ; secondary pinnae inch, acutely toothed, scarcely 
pinnatifid; involucre short, oblong, in two oblique rows, very 
persistent Clarke, F, N. /. /. 61. fig. 2. 

Parasnath 4,000 feet elevation ; probably only a small stunted 
form of retusa. 

* tt. &THYRIUM oxyphyllum. {Hook.) Stipes with^ many 
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reddish linear-lanceolate scales at the base ; fronds up to 3 feet, 
oblong-lanceolate, generally 2-pinnate, or in some forms only pinnate ; 
slightly narrowed, never attenuated at the base, coriaceous, rigid, 
somewhat shining, striate, d when dry ; primary pinnae often falcate, 
sometimes only pinnatifid half-way to the rachis, i|-2 inches* long, 
generally much larger ; 2-4^ inches long, and pinnate, the pinnules 
more or less hastate from one or both of the basal lobes being en- 
larged or auricled, sub-entire to pinnatifid, and often sharply 
serrated, particularly at the apex; indusium small, fugacious or 
wanting. Hook . Syn. FiL 228. Bedd. F B. /. t. 67. 

The exinvolucrate variety, called 
Kulhaitense by Clarke, is eberneum. 

(Wall.) It only differs in the absence 
of the involucre ; the 1 -pinnate 
form with short pinnae looks different 
at first sight, but gradually runs 
into the larger and more compound 
forms. 

Himalayas, from Gurwhal to 
Bhotan, 4,000-11,000 feet; Khasya 
3,000-11,000 feet. I do not feel 
certain that the Khasya specimen 
called stramineutn J. Sm. really be- 
longs here, though it is so sorted in 
the Kew bundles; it is very like 
some of the Nilgiris forms of Athy- athyrium brevisorum. (Wall.) 
rium selenopteris. 

12. Athyrium brevisorum.' (Wall.) Stipes ij foot and more 
long stramineous-brown below, glossy ; fronds 1J-2 feet long, ovate- 
lanceolate, membranaceous, bi-tripinnate ; primary pinnae long-petio- 
late remote erect-patent, a foot and more long, broad-lanceolate, 
acuminate; secondary pinnae 5-6 inches long, lanceolate, neatly 
sessile, pinnated; pinnules numerous, approximate, oblong-lanceolate, 
much acuminate, horizontally patent, 1-1 § inch long, coarsely 
serrated, rarely subpinnatifid, the senatures very acute, almost 
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mucrooate, lowest pinnules more distant on short petiolules, inter- 
mediate ones more approximate, the lower base decurrent, upper 
Ones confident ; veins pinnated ; veinlets forked once or more ; son 
generally in two ro^rs, oblique near the costume in the pinnules that 
ate pirmati&d, extending to the lobes, small, short-linear, straight or 
lunate; involucres slightly convex, jagged at the margin ; mainrachis 
stramineous, glossy, flexuose. Hook. Sp . Fil. iii 229. Wall. n. 220, 
{not Mett.) Bedd. F. B. Ft. 241. 

Mishmee ; Taongdong Mountains near Ava. The figure is 
taken from the Ava specimen collected by Wallich, which is 
bipinnate, the Mishmee specimen is tripinnate. 

13. Athyrium fimbriatum. ( Wall, under Aspidiuml) Stipes 
stout, darkibh brown, glossy, 1 foot and more long, copiously palea- 
ceous, most so towards the base, with Urge glossy, tawny, lanceolate- 
subulate scales, fronds ample*, 2-3 feet long, ovate or subdeltoid 
acuminate firm-coriaceous, 3-4-pinnate ; primary pinnae petiolate (as 
are the secondary and tertiary ones), 6-12 inches long, distant from 
a broad base, lanceolate, much acuminate ; secondary ones also 
distant, of the same shape, but not acuminate, 1-1* inches long, 
* numerous ; ultimate pinnules ovate-lanceolate, \ inch long, superior 
basal one the largest, acute, all pinnatifid with acute lobes, auricled 
at the superior base, terminal ones subconfluent ; sori 2-5 on each 
pinnule, broad-oblong, or in age almost globose, very prominent 
and copious ; involucre brown, membranaceous, broad, generally 
crescent-shaped or subreniform, fimbriated, extremely convex, soon 
forced back by sori ; rachises all pale brown, g’ossy, more or less 
flexuose. Wall. Cat. 339. Hook. Sp. Fil . iii. 234. Syn. Fit. 
/. 229. Bsdd. F. B. I. t 29s. 

Himabyas, from East Kashmir to Bhotan, 5,000-12,000 feet. 

Var. (i foliosa. ( Wall.) Rachis often very red and waved, 
glandular in the axis of the pinnae, ultimate segments broader than 
in the type; sori small. Wall. Cat . 359. Clarke^ F. N. L t . 62. 
fit. *. 

Sikkim and Nepal at high levels. 
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Y$*. Y* SPiECEROPTERoiDES. ( Clarke .) Involucre small, early 
disappearing ; sari both lateral and terminal on the veins, becoming 
soon gldbose, often appearing elevated from the frond. Clarke, 
F. N. I. /. 62, fig. 1. Asplenium Atkinsoni, var, Anderson i, 
Clarke, JZ if. /. t. 57. 

Throt^fiout the Himalayas, 9,000-13,000 feet. 


GENUS XLII.— DIPLAZIUM. (Swartz ) 

(Diplaza to be double ; the double indusia or involucres.) 

As in Asplenium, but some of the sori double, i.e., on each side 
of the vein, each furnished with a linear indusium, the one opening 
interiorly, the other exteriorly. 

r. Diplazium l\nceum. ( Thunb .) Caudex long-repent, 
rooting sparingly, scaly, stipes distant 4 inches to a span long 
slender, thickened at the base, and paleaceous with black scales, 
fronds chartaceous, firm, opaque, longer than the stipes, rarely an 
inch wide, lanceolate, attenuated, and acuminated at each extremity, 
entire, sometimes a little repand ; costa slender, prominent beneath ; 
veins horizontal, fascicled, the superior, and sometimes the inferior, 
branch only fertile ; sori linear, distant, remote from the costa, often 
diplazioid. Thunb. FL Jap. 333. Hook . Sp. FiL iii. 235. Bedd. 
F. S. I. t . 227. 

Ceylon, Matale East and Saffragram 2,000-3,000 feet, dies off 
in dry weather. Assam and N. E. Bengal 500-5,000 feet, extending 
to Chittagong and East Nepal. 

(Also in China, Formosa, and Japan.) 

2. Diplazium subserratum. (Bl.) Caudex creeping, elon- 
gated; fronds membranaceous, 1 feet long, 1-1$ inch wide, 
glabrous and satiny, elongate-oblong, lanceolate, sharply acuminate, 
moderately attenuated below, obtuse or acute at the base, towards 
the middle sinuate-crenate, coarsely dentate-serrated nearer the 
apex ; costa slender, firm, prominent beneath ; veins fascicled, 
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horizontal or nearly so, one to three of the exterior branches sorif- 
erous ; sori distant, often curbed ; involucres often diplazioid, narrow- 
linear, occupying about two-thirds of the space between the costa 
and margin; stipes 1-2 inches long, slender, terete. Bl. En.p. 174. 
Hook . Sp . FiL iii. 236. Bedd. F. B. L t. 289. 

Penang. 

(Also in Java.) 


3. Diplazium zeylanicum. (Hook.) Caudex terete, repent, 
subterraneous, naked, black ; stipes remote, solitary, 4 inches to a 


span long, paleaceous with 
lax dark subulate-lanceo- 
late scales ; fronds herba- 
ceous, a span to a foot long, 
1-2 inches broad, lanceolate 
acuminate, deeply pinnati- 
fid in the middle, pinnate 
at the base, serrated only 
towards the apex, lobes 
and pinnae horizontal, ob- 
long, obtuse; veins pin- 
nated, entire or forked ; 
sori linear ; involucres 
with the superior basal 
one principally diplazioid. 
Hook. Sp . FiL iii. 237. 
Bedd. F. S. I. t. 228. 

Ceylon, forests of 
Ambagamwa and Kot- 



DIPLAZIUM LANCEUM ( Tkltnh .) 


malice. 


4. Diplazium pallidum. (BL) Stipes a foot or more long, 
stramineous, deciduously scaly at the base ; fronds feet long, 
ovate acuminate,; subcoriaceous, often pale whitish-green when dry 
pinnated, pinnae numerous, approximate, mostly petiolate, horizontal, 
5-6 inches long, of an inch broad, from a somewhat rounded 
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or obliquely cuueated base, linear-oblong, acuminate, falcate, sharp’y 
and IMpinulosely serrated, terminal one petiolate and similar to the 
rest, or |atger and broad and pinnatifid at the base from being 
formed of dwarfed and confluent pinnae, very coarsely serrated 
towards the finely" acuminated apex ; veins very patent, immersed, 
generally twice dichotomous, the lowest superior branch (arising from 
near the costa) bearing the linear sorus along its whole length, rarely 
dipiazioid, and only from 1-3 at the superior and mostly truncated 
\ but not auricled base ; involucres 

narrow, firm, membranaceous. 
£l- En. Fil.Jav . 176. Hook. Sp. 

tw / Hfs FiL iii- z38 ‘ Bedd - F B - L u ig6 - 

Birma and the Malay Peniu- 

pji (Also in the Malay Islands and 

YHyk Philippines.) 

5. DlPLAZIUM PORRECTUM. 
( 1 Vail ' ) Caudex erect or ascending ; 

j"| 3 » stipes tufted, 6-12 inches long; 

fronds 8-10 inches to i| foot long 
deltoid-oblong, pinnate ; pinnae 
horizontal, numerous, 4-6 inches 
Jong, petiolate or sessile, and con- 
W I fluent at the acuminated pinnatifid 

W 1 apex, from a broad truncated and 

14085 /rjrr ffl auricled or generally quite hastate 

oiPLAzit/M roRRECTCM. {Wall.) base (having a distinct auricle above 

and below), linear-lanceolate, obtuse or acuminate, lower ones mote 
v or less deeply pinnatifid, intermediate ones obtusely dentate, 
uppermost ones entire at the margins ; veins patent, pinnated in 
the auricles, the rest once or twice forked : sori linear, elongated, 
confined to the superior or basal veinlet, and extending its whole 
length, or on the two outer ones, mostly diplazioid ; involucres 
membranaceous when young. Wall. Cat. 204. Hook. Sp. Fit. vi. 
ajo. Btdd . F. £ . L /. 245. 
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The Malay Peninsula, Penang, &c. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

6. Diplazium bantamense. (BL) Rhizome creeping ; stipes 
6-12 inches long, with lanceolate caducous scales; fronds up to 
ij foot long, simply pinnate; pinnae generally 3-5 on each side, 
alternate or subopposite, with one terminal One, subcoriaceous* 
glabrous, generally shaiply serrated towards the apex, otherwise 
nearly entire, 6-9 inches long, by 1-2 broad, somewhat narrowed 
at the base; apex acuminate or 
often caudate ; veins pinnate ; 
sori slender, irregular, starting 
from near the midrib and ex- 
tending nearly to the margin, or 
only half-way towards it. BL En. 

FL Jav. FiL 190-191. Hook . 

Syn. FiL p. 231. D. fraxinifo- 
lium (Wall), Bedd . F B. /. t. 59. 

Madras Presidency, on the 
Tinnevelly and Travancore Hills. 

Khasya Hills, 4, ooo*feet elevation ; 

Cachar 500 feet elevation ; Malay 
Peninsula. 

(Also in Malay Islands and 
Southern China.) 

7. Diplazium. sylvaticum. 

( PrcsL ) Caudex decumbent ; 

stipes 1 foot long, firm, erect, 
naked except at the base, where furnished with scales; fronds 1-3 feet 
long, simply pinnate, ovate-! anceolate in outline ; pinnae numerous, 
about 6 inches long by 1 inch broad, the apex acuminate or caudate, 
the margin nearly entire or slightly waved or serrated, particularly to, 
wards the apex, but not to more than one line deep (at least in the 
type) ; base truncate or narrowed; texture thin, herbaceous; veins 
pinnate, fine ; sori long, linear. FresL ReL Hatnk. 1-42, under Aspic- 
mum. Hook. Syn . FiL 232. Bedd. F. S /. 161, a small specimen. 

13 
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Madras : Presidency, throughout the Western forests up to 
4,500 feet Ceylon, central provinces ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Alio in^ Mauritius, Fernando Po, Java, and Borneo.) 

, 4 

Var. /? Prescottianum. (Wall.) Pinnae narrower than the 
type* ikme deeply serrated or cut, and more or less lobed towards 
the base. * Wall Cat, 235. Hook, Sp, Fit, iii. 251. Bedd, F. B, /. 

L 243 : 

Singapore and Penang (perhaps a distinct species). 

8. Diplazium speciosum. (Melt.) Stipes tufted, 1 foot or 
more long, firm, erect, straw-coloured or brownish, nearly naked ; 
fronds r-2 feet long, 8-12 inches broad, with 10-20 pairs of pinnre 
below the pinnafifid apex, the lower ones often stalked, 4-6 inches 
long, about f inch broad, the apex much acuminated, the edge lobed, 
.the lobes reaching down half to two-thirds of the way to the rachis, 
generally falcate acute, obscurely crenate ; texture herbaceous but 
firm ; rachis erect, naked ; veins pinnate in the lobes ; sori slender, 
reaching nearly to the edge ; rachis 4-sided with sharp angles. A. 
acuminatum, Wall. Mett, (non H, and A.), Hook . Syn. Fil, p. 235. 
Bedd. F. B. /. t. 290. 

The Malay Peninsula ; Tinnevelly Mountains. Mr. Clarke 
considers it a form of sylvaticum. 

9. Diplazixjm pinnatifido-pinnatum. (Hook.) Stipes 6-12 
inches long, firm, erect, naked ; fronds 9-12 inches long, 6-9 inches 
broad, pinnate, with a pinnatifid apex ; pinnae 3-4 only on each side, 
3-4 inches long, 1 inch broad, the apex acute, the margin sharply 
serrated ; base c meate ; texture coriaceous, drying a dull blackish 
colour ; veins obscure, pinnate ; sori irregular, beginning at midrib, 
not reaching the margin. Hook, Syn . Fil. 231* Bedd. F. B, /. 
* 244 * 

Mishmee ; Mr. Clarke has united it with the Philippine Lobbi- 
anum, of which there is only one authentic specimen at Kew, and 
though this does not represent the whole frond, it has numerous 
pinna? erf a lighter colour and more prominent venation ; it appears 
to me to be quite a different plant. 
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io. Diplazium longi folium. (Don.) Caudex erect, small, 
densely clothed with the bases of old stipes, paleaceous, stipes tufted 
5-6 inches long, fronds broad-lanceolate, acuminate, membranaceous, 
a span to 14 inches long, pinnated, pinnatifid at the apex, pinnae, on 
slender petiole*, 1 L- 3 inches long, very patent, broad-lanceolate, 
falcate, sharply acuminated, truncated and auricled at the superior 
base, interior base excised, the margin more or less deeply lobed, 
lobes as well as the auricles spinulosely serrate ; costa slender, flex- 


uose, vein-like ; veins in oblique 
fascicles corresponding to each 
lobe, dichotomous lowest supe- 
rior branch only soriferous ; sori 
mostly asplenioid, linear, neither 
attaining the costa nor the mar- 
gin. Don. Prod . FI. Nep. 7, tinder 
Asplenium . Diplazium lobulosum , 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 247. Hook. 
Sp. Fil. t. 14 1. Syn. Fil. 234. 

Mr. Clarke has placed this in 
Asplenium, but there are diplazioid 
indusia on my specimens, and on 
some of those at Kew. Asplenium 
trapeziforme (Roxb.), Bedd. F. S. /. 
t. 134, is not at all allied here, as 
suggested by Mr. Clarke. 

Nepal and Kumaon, 6,000- 
S,ooo feet. 



11. Diplazium tomentosum. {Hook.) Caudex 1-2 inches, 
erect, sending down wiry black roots ; stipes 6-9 inches long, firm, 
erect; fronds deltoid-lanceolate, 6-12 inches long, 3-4 inches 
broad at base and gradually narrowing upwards ; pinnae numerous, 
the low r est pair deflexed, the others horizontal, inch broad, 
narrow-oblong, somewhat falcate, usually auricled at base on the 
upper side, pinnatifid half or two-thirds down to the midrib in the larger 
fronds, subentire in the smaller ones ; segments falcate, -J inch broad ; 
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texture subcotiaceous, main rachis pubescent, rachis of pinnae 
pubescent and veins beneath somewhat hairy ; veins 3-4 on each side 
in the lubes ; sori long. Hook. Syn. FiL p. 234. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 195. 

Birma and the Malay Peninsula ; there is one specimen in the 
Kev( Herbarium marked Khasya Griffith, but it is very probable that 
it came from Birma. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

12. Diplazium japonicum. ( Thutib .) Rhizome creeping or 
suberect ; stipes up to 18 inches long, pubescent or glabrous; fronds 
herbaceous, 8-18 inches long, 6-8 inches broad, deltoid to lanceo- 
late pinnate ; rachises and costa more or less woolly, with crisped 
hairs mixed with small scales, or almost quite glabrous ; pinnae 6-12 
on each side, below the pinnatifid apex, alternate, subopposite, or 
the lower ones quite opposite, some of the lower ones petioled, upper 
ones sessile or decurrent, all pinnatifid either half-way to the rachis 
or quite down to a winged rachis ; segments nearly entire, with a 
toothed rounded or falcate apex, or rather deeply pinnatifid ; veins 
pinnate in the lobes; veinlets simple or forked, often somewhat 
hairy or with minute crisped scales ; sori linear, commencing near 
the midrib and not quite reaching the margin. Thunb. FLJap. 334. 
Diplazium Thwaitesii (A. Br.), Hook . Syn. FiL 235. Bedd. F. S. I 
291. D. lasiopteris (Mett.), Hook . Syn . FiL 235. Bedd . F . S. /. 
/. 160. Diplazium decussatum (Wall.), Bedd. F. B. I. 292. 
D. polyrhizon, Baker , Syn . FiL 490. 

I have followed Mr. Clarke in reducing all these species to 
japonicum ; the typical lasiopteris of Southern India has the fronds 
more hairy and generally lanceolate in shape, the lower pinnse being 
reduced ; but some Japan examples are quite as lanceolate in shape; 
typical decussatum has short very deltoid fronds, and Thwaitesii is 
only a large form of decussatum ; if only examples from certain 
geographical areas are examined, lasiopteris and decussatum might 
well be looked upon as distinct species, but when large suites 
of specimens from an extended area are compared, is is impossible 
to keep up the supposed different species even as good varieties, they 
quite run one into the other ; I have found typical decussatum with 
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the rhizome creeping, though it is generally erect; in lasiopteris and 
Thwaitesii it is wide creeping, I have seen nothing like Mr. Clarke’s 
variety chattagramica, with bipinnate fronds, the secondary pinnae 
petioled and the rachis not winged, and can hardly fancy it belongs 
here, the specimen could not be found at Kew, but from the figure 
in Clarke’s Review, it appears to be one of the numerous forms of 
latifolium and perhaps the same as the one he calls succulentum. 
Mr. Clarke is quite wrong in referring Schkuhrii Thwaites here, he 
did so on a specimen of my decurrens, wrongly named Schkuhrii, 
but decurrens (which is Thwaites’s polypodioides var. (i c. p. 3332, 
and Moore’s dilatatum, var. /3 minor), can have no place here. 

Madras Presidency, on the Western ghats, the supposed 
lasiopteris at Ootacamund, 7,000 feet, and Poombary on the Pulneys, 

7.000 feet ; decussatum on the Tinnevelly Hills and Jeypore Hills, 
West of Vizagapatam, 3,000-4,000 feet. Ceylon, central provinces; 
N. W. Himalayas; Nepal; Nynee Tal; Kangra; Kumaon; Khasya, 

3.000 feet ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Japan, China, and Polynesia.) 

13. Diplazium Schkuhrii. (Thwaites.) Caudex erect ; scales 
dense, small, lanceolate, dark-brown; stipes 9-18 inches long, 
naked ; fronds deltoid-lanceolate, up to 2 feet long, bipinnate below, 
bipinnatifid above ; pinnae alternate, lower ones distant, 6-8 inches 
long, by 1 1—2 inches broad ; rachis winged; pinnules distant, sessile 
ligulate-oblong, all very regular in shape, f-f- inch long, §-£ inch 
broad, pinnatifid about £ down into rounded lobes ; texture rather 
firm; surfaces glabrous, bright-green ; veinlets simple or pinnated in 
the lobes ; sori linear, generally reaching from the midrib to the 
sinus between the lobes, double or single. In younger plants or 
smaller specimens, the fronds, are often pinnate only, the 
primary pinnae only pinnatifid half to two-thirds to the rachis. 
Thw . En. PL Zey. p. 385. (Not Mett. or J. Sm. which is only a 
form tf/'sylvaticum.) Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 491. Bedd. F. S. /. /. 230. 

Ceylon ; central provinces. 

14. Diplazium sorzogonense. (Presl.) Stipes tufted, scaly 
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below; fronds up to 16 inches long, pinnate, with numerous.- pinnae ; 
pinhal sessile, about 6 inches long, by i \ broad, cut down very 
regularly throughout two-thirds to the rachis into oblong blunt suben- 
tire lobes, which are of equal breadth, (i inch) throughout to the apex ; 
texture firm ; rachis slightly scaly ; veinlets simple, each occupied 
in its entire length from costule to apex by a sorus. Hook. Syn. Fit. 
p . 236 (in part.) Bedd. F. B. I. t. 246. 

Malacca and Penang ; differs from the North India plant in its 
longer lobes with quite parallel edges, its simple veins, and ils longer 
sori. The figure quoted above is from the Malay plant (though 
supposed at the time to be from North India), and there is another 
specimen of the same in the Kew Herbarium, labelled Khasya, 
Griffith, but it is probable ihat Griffith obtained it from Malacca. 

15. Diplazium Stoliczk^e. {Bedd) Stipe and rachis gla- 
brous or subglabrous ; fronds i-i\ feet long, by 10 inches broad, 
pinnate ; pinnae numerous, the lowest pair slightly the largest, and 
only a few of the upper ones gradually diminishing, the lower 2-3 
pairs opposite or subopposite, the rest alternate ; texture subcoria- 
ceous; pinnae very shortly petioled, 5-6 inches long, i-i| inch 
broad, gradually tapering towards the apex, cut down -H to £ of the 
way to the rachis, into oblong, rounded pinnules, which are more 
than i inch broad, and very regularly crenated ; main veins slightly 
wavy ; veinlets simple or forked towards their apex or below their 
centre, all very conspicuous ; sori 3-7 to each pinnule or segment 
(on the lower veins only), extending from the main vein H of the way 
to the margin. Bedd . F. B. !. p. 13 and t. 361. 

North India (Dr. Jerdon), probably Khasya. This is not in the 
Kew Herbarium, and had not been seen by Mr. Clarke when he 
wrote his Review. 

Var. (i hirsutipes. Differs from the typ e by the stipes and 
often the rachis being very fibrillose, in the pinnae being narrowed, and 
the lower ones generally more or less reduced, ard in the pinnules 
being much less incised. Diplazium sorzogonense, Hook. Syn. 
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Fil. gg6 (in part). Diplazium Stoliczkse, Clarke , F. N. I p. 500. 
Diplazipm thelypteroides, Bedd . F. B. I. t. 68 . 

Himalayas.; Nepal to Bhotan, 7,000-10,000 feet; very abundant 
about Darjeeling. This and the type may run into each other, but as 
yet only one specimen of the type is known ; they both look very 
different to the Malay sorzogonense, and differ by the lobes being 
more serrated, the veinlets being often forked, the sori never reach- 
ing the margin and being confined to the 3-4 lower veinlets. 

16. Diplazium asperum. (Bl.) Caudex erect, often quite a 
large trunk, (like Alsophila) stipes main and partial rachises prickly 
and scaly ; fronds large, rather coriaceous, bipinnate with the pin- 
nules pinnatifid nearly to the rachis, pinnules quite at right angles 
with the rachis, sessile or subsessile, 3-5 inches long, about 1 inch 
broad, segments very regular, forming an oblong parallelogram, or 
slightly falcate, obtuse, crenate, or serrate, often rather sharply ; 
veinlets numerous, 8-12 in each segment, generally simple, rarely 
forked, all or nearly all generally soriferous ; sori touching the costa 
but not the margin, generally only one of the lower ones double. 
BL En. 195. Diplaz. polypodioides y Hook. Syn. Fil. 2$% (in part). 
Diplaz. polypodioides, Bedd. F S. I. t. 163. Diplaz. sikkimense, 
Clarke , F. N. f.p. 500, /. 6 $>Jig.i 9 scarcely differs, and is certainly 
nearer to this than polypodioides. 

Madras Presidency ; throughout the Western forests, from no 
elevation up to 3,000 feet, often quite a tree fern ; Cuddapa forests ; 
Sikkim, banks of the Teesta, 500 feet. 

(Also in Java.) 

17. Diplazium polypodioides. (Mett.) Caudex erect, stout, 
densely clothed at the crown with long brown fibrillose scales, 1 inch 
long; stipes densely tufted, stout, green, 1 foot or more long; 
fronds 3-4 feet long, and 2 feet wide, bipinnate, with 8-9 primary 
pinnae on each side below the simple ones, the lower ones generally 
distant, secondary pinnae 2-4 inches long, cut down nearly to the 
rachis in the typical form, but sometime? only \ down ; segments 
short oblong, crenate or serrate, or subentire ; veinlets about six, 
generally forked, sometimes simple; texture herbaceous; surfaces 
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glabrous or nearly so ; sori in two oblique rows in the segments ; 
indusiurn linear, commencing at the midrib, but generally falling 
well short of the margin, lower ones generally double. Mctt. /for/. 
FiL /.i/s. 78. Hook. Syn. Fil. 238 (excluding asperum (Bl.), which 
differs in its more coriaceous texture, much more regular segments, 
numerous veinlets, and its prickles.) Bedd. F />. Lt. 293. Asplenium 
marginatum, Wall. Cat. 391, type sheet. 

Madras Presidency, in the Western forests up to 6,000 feet 
elevation. North India, throughout the Himalayas and Khasya 
hills; Ceylon ; the Malay Peninsula. Clarke’s variety u vestita ” has 
the rachises more or less villous or subtomentose, but does not 
otherwise recede from the type, he says it is confined to the cen- 
tral Himalayas. His variety “ sublatifolia ” runs into “ latifolia,” 
and rather belongs to that species, if the two are really distinct, which 
is very doubtful, his variety “ effusior ” is D. umbrosum, var. 
multicaudata. 

(Also in Australia.) 

Var. /3 decurrens. (Bedd.) Pinnee more deltoid in form 
with the secondary pinnas few and distant, and more or less decurrent 
on the rachis, only cut down a third or half-way to the rachis ; veinlets 
in the segments few, only 3-4 ; sori curved, generally occupying the 
whole length of the veinlets, and extending to the margin. Diplazium 
decurrens, Bedd. F. S. /. t. 229. Diplaz. polypodioides, var. /?, 
Thw. En. FI. Zey. p. 385. c. p. 3332. Diplaz. 'dilatatum, var. ft 
minor, Moore , Index Fit. 327, in part only. 

A very distinct looking fern, and I believe a good species, but I 
now prefer to follow Mr. Th waites (who alone can have seen it 
growing), and consider it a variety of polypodioides. Sir W. Hooker, 
Sp. Fil. t. 258, has mentioned it under polypodioides as perhaps a 
distinct spee’es. Mr. Baker has included it under maximum (Don,), 
which is otherwise, as far as the Kew bundle is concerned, one of 
the large forms of latifolium, and Mr. Claike in his Review has 
named it Dipl. Schkuhrii, but this was owing to his having received a 
specimen of it so labelled (evidently by mistake), from Mr. Thwaites. 

Ceylon : Ambagamwa. 
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18. Diplazium latifolium. (Don.) Like polypodioides, 
only the secondary pinnae are generally much less cut down, and 
often much broader, they are sometimes almost entire, or with only 
shallow serratures, when the fern has quite the appearance of 
“ sylvaticum,” only bipinnate instead of simply pinnate ; other forms 
have the secondary pinnae 2 inches (or even more) broad at the 
base, cut down a third or half-way to the rachis; segments alwajs 
more or less crenateor serrate; veinlets simple or foiked, rather dis- 
tant, theT number depending on the size of the segments (never so 
numerous as in asperum, except when the segments are double 
the size of those of that plant); sori narrow, often occup)ing the 
whole length of the veinlet, and reaching the margin ; indusium some- 
times obso'ete or early caducous. Don. Frod. FI. Nep . 8. Hook. 
Syn. Fil. 239. Dip. dilatatum, Hook . Sp. Fil. iii. 258. Bedd. F. S. I. 
162, a form running 7 iecirer to polypodioides. Dip. maximum, Hook. 
Syn. Fil. 232, in part. 

Madras Presidency, in aT the Western forests. North 
India, throughout the Himalayas and Khasya Hills. Ceylon; 
Malay Peninsula from very low altitudes up to 9,000 feet 
elevation. 

(Also in Australia, China and the Philippines.) 

If we only • included here species with very broad secondary 
pinnae, not cut more than half-w r ay down to the rachis, this 
plant would be very distinct from “ polypodioides,” but I fear this is 
not possible, and in all large herbaria, I find specimens that it is 
very difficult to say which species they should be referred to. 
Diplazium torrentium and succulentum of Clarke cannot be made 
into distinct species, unless we also make many more, but they 
belong to types which, though generally referred here, must, from the 
deeper cutting of their secondary pinnae, go into “ polypodioides,” if 
the two are to be kept distinct ; no figures ar.d no description could 
enable any one to distinguish some of these forms as species, the 
only difference often being the extent of the cutting of the secondary 
pinnae D. decurrens unless a distinct species (which view its 
venation I think supports), should rather be referred here than 
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to “ pdypodioides,” but until the plant is better known, I think it 
safer to follow Mr. Thwaites’s view. 

Young plants of latifolium often produce simply pinnate fronds, 
which in some of the less cut varieties can scarcely be distinguished 
from fcylvaticum, and I think Mr. Clarke’s Sylhet specimens, referred 
by him to sylvaticum, belong to latifolium. 

19. Diplazium travancoricum. (Bedd.) A very large fern 
with trunk-like caudex, secondary pinnce 20-24 inches long, 
lanceolate, somewhat attenuated ,at the base, the apex acuminate or 
caudate, quite pinnate towards the base, the lower pinnules being 
petioled, the upper ones gradually becoming sessile, then decurrent, and 
the pinnae terminating with a long broad pinnatifid apex, which for 
the upper 8 inches or so is only very shallowly incised, lowest 2 or 3 
pinnules smaller than the adjoining ones, next in order 2^-3^ inches 
long, by about 1 inch broad, lanceolate in shape, very slightly serrated 
towards the apex ; veins numerous, prominent and pinnate from a 
prominent central costa ; texture subcoriaceous ; surfaces glabrous 
and striated ; sori commencing a little distar ce from the midrib, and 
not nearly reaching the margin. 

Travancore Hills ; Athraymally forests, a very fine new species. 

20. Diplazium umbrosum. (/. Smith , under Athyrium .) 
Stipes 1 foot or more long, strong, erect, clothed often with dark 
scales, and sometimes muricate ; fronds 3-5 feet long, 12-18 inches 
broad ; primary pinnae ovate-lanceolate to deltoid-lanceolate, up to 18 
inches long ; secondary pinnae very various, sometimes small and only 
pinnatifid (in the simpler forms), to quite pinnate with the pinnules 
pinnatifid in the larger and more compound forms ; texture herba- 
ceous; veins pinnate ; veinlets simple or forked ; sori generally short 
and near the midrib ; indusium very variable, often all asplenioid or 
diplazioid, often all allantodioid and mixed with very short sori. 
Hook . Syn. FiL 22 9 and 489 (under Athyrium.) 

I follow Hooker and Baker, and refer here a good many forms, 
firstly because I now believe they are so closely allied that they really 
are only varieties of one species, and that some of them run one 
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into the other even in their restricted areas, and that others are 
geographical varieties which would not be constant in cultivation, and 
secondly, because I think any attempt to separate them into species 
would only add to the present confusion, it being a task that should 
only be undertaken after a cultivation of all the different forms. 

Mr. Clarke has proposed the subgenus Pseud. -Allantodia 
for the species with allantodioid sori and free veins, but I am afraid 
these allantodioid sori are not constant or to be depended on, 
Australe , from the Nilgiris, has the sori often quite allantodioid as 
figured by me, tab. 158, F. S. /. ; but I have specimens where all 
the sori are perfectly diplazioid ; again, I 
have specimens of Asplenium resectum, 
from two different localities, with nearly all 
the sori allantodioid. 

Var. australe. (P. Br) Stipes 
often muricate; fronds 3-pinnatifid, often 
rather flaccid in texture, ultimate segments 
broad and blunt, sori sometimes quite al- 
lantodioid, at other times quite asplenioid 
or diplazioid ; rhizome creeping or erect. Athyrium australe, Bedd. 
F. S. /. /. 158. Diplaz. bellum, Clarke , F N. I. p. 496. Diplaz. 
multicaudatum, var. tristis, Clarke , l. c. p. 51 2. 

Sikkim, Bhotan ; Khasya ; Nilgiris and other mountain forests, 
5,000-7,000 feet, in South India ; Birma. 

(Also in Australia and Tropical Africa.) 

Var. procerum. ( Wall) Rhizome creeping ; stipes muricate ; 
fronds very large, moderately firm'in texture, primary pinnae up to 
nearly 2 feet long, secondary pinnae 5-5^- inches, again pinnated 
with the pinnules about 1 inch long, and pinnatifid about half-way to, 
the rachis ; segments oblong, crenate ; veinlets in the segments once 
forked ; sori mostly in two rows, near and parallel to the midrib, 
but other very short sori are scattered on the segments ; indusium 
allantodioid. Wall. Cat 2203. Hook. Syn. Fil. 489. Dipl, pro- 
cerum, Clarke , 495. 



DIPLAZIUM UMP>KOSUM, VAR. 
AUSTRALE. (A\ Br . ) 
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Himalayas, Kumaon to Bhotan, 4,000-8,000 feet, very com- 
mon ; Assam ; Khasya, 3,000-6,000 feet, very common. 


Var. multicaudatum. ( Wall ) Rhizome creeping; fronds 
up to 3 feet ; primary pinnae up to 1 foot long ; secondary pinnae 
petioled, about 3 inches long and 1 inch broad, acuminate, cut down 
nearly to the rachis, the segments oblique to the rachis, l~i inch 
long, father narrow ligulate, more or less sharply serrated ; veinlets 

forked or simple ; sori oblong 
or subquadrate near the ra- 
chis; lower indusia diplazioid. 

I Vail. Cat. 229. Dipl. Jerdoni, 
Bedd. F. B. f. t. 327. D. 
(Iriffithii, Bake r, Syn.Fi/. 239. 
Bedd . F B. I. 328. <*. 

Himalayas, from Nepal 
to Bhotan, 1,000-5,000 feet, 
common. Khasya, 1,000- 

5.000 feet; Chittagong, 200- 

2.000 feet. 

Var. assimile. ( Endl .) 
Fronds deltoid, membrana- 
ceous, flaccid, tripinnate, with 
the tertiary pinnae (pinnules) 
very small, deeply pinnatifid ; 
segments rounded entire, to slightly crenated ; veins- from pinnate 
to simple or forked, according to the size of the segments ; sori 
oblique from the midrib towards the margin ; indusia mostly dip- 
lazioid. End. FL Norf 10. Bedd . F. S. I t. 294. Athyrium 
australe, Thw . En. PL Zey. p. 385. Perhaps a distinct species. 

Ceylon, central provinces. 

(Also in Norfolk Island and Australia.) 

Mr. Clarke informs me that Muller has placed his Diplazium 
bellum in a new genus of Cyatheae. 



DIPLAZIUM UMBROSUM, 
VAR. MULTICAUDATUM. {Wall.) 
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GENUS XLIII. — ANISOGONIUM. (Pres/.) 

(From an isos, unequal ; gonia, an angle ; the angles of the venation.) 
As in Diplazium, but the veins anastomosing. 

1. Anisogonium cordifolium. (Mett.) Stipes 6-12 inches 
long, firm, erect, scaly below; fronds 8-12 inches long, 3-4 inches 
broad, entire, caudate at the base, the point acuminate or subdeltoid, 
with a large terminal and 1 or 2 pairs of smaller but similar spreading 
lateral pinnae ; texture coriaceous ; veins in close groups of about 
4, anastomosing copiously in the outer half of the frond ; sori reach- 
ing from the midrib to the edge. 

Mett. Fit. Hort. Lips.p . 74, t. 12. f 6. ^ ' x 

Hook. Syn. Fit. 243. Bedd. F. B. I. 

A 33 r (the simple form.) ^ 

Malacca and Malay Peninsula. ^ 

(Also in Philippines and Malay . / \ 

Islands.) Ny 

2. Anisogonium lineolatum. , 1, 

(Mett.) Stipe 6-9 inches long, firm, j / 

erect, grey, scaly below ; fronds occa- / 
sionally simple, usually with a terminal ij ; 

pinna and 3-6 pairs of lateral ones, Ji 
which are 6-12 ipches long, 2 inches m ' 

or more broad, entire, often suddenly j 

acuminate : texture coriaceous ; ;J 

N° 82 

rachis naked : veins 4-8 to a cluster, , . r _ , 

J ’ ANISOGONIUM CORDIFOLIUM. ( Mett .) 

uniting slightly towards the edge. 

Mett. I c. p. 74. tab. 1 1. /. 5. Hook. Syn. Fit. 243. Bedd. F. B. 1 . 1 . 330. 
Malacca and Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Philippines and Malay Islands.) 


ANISOGONIUM CORDIFOLIUM. {Mett.) 


3. Anisogonium heterophlebium. (Mett. MSS.) Stipes 1 
foot long, grey, scaly throughout; fronds 12-18 inches long, 8-9 
inches broad, with 6-8 opposite pairs of pinnae below the pinnatifid 
apex; the lowest 2 inches or more apart, 3-4 inches long, 1-1J 
inches broad, the edge undulated, the point acute, the base cordate 
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on |oth sides ; texture thinly herbaceous, colour dark-green ; rachis 
villose and fibrillose throughout ; both surfaces naked ; veins pinnate, 
the groups joining one-third of the way from the midrib to the edge, 
and the veins of the same and different groups anastomosing ; sori 
not Teaching the edge, copiously diplazioid. Hook . Syn . Fil. p. 243. 
Bcdd. F B. I t. 329. 

East Nepal to Mishmee, 4,000-6,000 feet elevation. 

4. Anisogonium esculentum. (. Presl .) Caudex subarborescent, 

erect ; stipes 1-2 feet long, 
strong, erect, tufted ; fronds 
4-6 feet long, occasionally 
simply pinnate only, but gene- 
rally bipinnate ; lower pinnse 
12-18 inches long, 6-8 inches 
broad ; pinnules 3-6 inches 
long, f-i inch or more broad, 
the apex acuminate, the edge 
more or less deeply lobed, the 
base narrowed suddenly, often 
auricled ; texture subcona- 
ceous; rachis often pubescent; 
veins fine, copiously pinnated, 
6-10 on each side in each lobe, 
with a distinct barren central 
midrib, the veinlets of the 
different clusters beginning to 
unite a short distance from the 

midrib, with lines of sori often on all the lateral veinlets. Presl. Rd. 
Hoenk.i.p.^. Hook. Syn. Fil. 244. Bcdd. F. S. 1 . 1 . 164, as Callipteris. 

South India, common in the plains on the Western side and 
up to 3,000 feet. Bengal Plains ; Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in China, Formosa, and the Malay Islands.) 

5. Anisogonium Smithianum. {Baker.) Caudex oblique, de- 
cumbent ; stipes thick, 1 foot long, slightly scaly below, furfuraceous 
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throughout and rather densely muricated; fronds 18-24 inches long, 
by nearly as broad, with 4-5 pinnate pinnae, and 4-5 that are only 
pinnatifid below the point on each side, the lowest 3 inches apart, 
about 9 inches long, 4 inches broad ; pinnules sessile, 2-3 inches 
long, f-f- i nc h broad, the edge subentire, the point slightly toothed, 
acuminated, the base rounded on both sides ; texture subcoriaceous ; 
both surfaces and rachis naked, the latter muricated in the lower 
part ; veins in groups of 2-3 on a side, the groups usually joining 
half-way across to the edge ; sori often % inch long. Hook. Syn . Fil. 
p. 245. Bedd. F. B. I. 332 (Callipteris). 

Ceylon, Matale East and' Oodawella, 3,000 feet elevation. 

GENUS XLIV. — HEMIDICTYUM. (Fresh) 

(Hemi, half ; diktyon , net ; outer portion only of veins reticulated.) 

As in Asplenium, but veins anastomosing obliquely only towards 

1. Hemidictyum Ceterach. 
(Linn.) Stipes densely tufted, 
1-3 inches long, wiry, ebeneous, 
chaffy ; fronds 4-6 inches long, 
one inch or less broad, linear 
pinnatifid or scarcely pinnate, 
lobes alternate obtuse 
inch long, £-{** inch broad, with 
a rounded sinus between them ; 
texture subcoriaceous, upper 
surface naked, lower densely 
coated with small reddish brown 
ovate membranous scales; sori 
linear oblique; involucre rudi- 
mentary. Asplenium Ceterach. 
Linn. Sp . PI. 1538. Hook . Syn . 
Fil. p. 244. Ceterach officinarum 

North west India, Kashmir, 3,000-6,000 feet elevation. 


margin 



HEMIDICTYUM CETERACH. (Linn.) 

(Wind.), Bedd. F.B.I.t. 71. 
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(Also in Afghanistan, Western Asia, Europe, and North-west 
Africa.) 

2. Hemidictyum Finlaysonianum. (Hook.) Stipes 6-9 inches 
long, green, subcompressed, nearly naked ; fronds usually r foot 
long (often much more), 6-8 inches broad, occasionally simple and 
entire, generally pinnate with 2-6 opposite pairs of lateral pinnae, the 
lower ones 4-8 inches long, i|-2 inches broad, the apex very 
acuminate, the base narrowed into a 
distinct petiole, the margin entire or 
irregularly lobed ; texture leathery ; 
veins subftabellate, very oblique, anas- 
tomosing slightly towards the margin, 
sometimes bounded by an irregular 
intramarginal line; sori often 1^-2 
inches long, rooting buds are often 
produced from the midribs of the 
pinnae near the apex. Hook . Syn. Fil . 

245. Bedd. F B. I. t. 72. 

North and East Bengal, with 
Assam, up to 3,000 feet, very com- N °96 

mon, especially in Khasya ; Malay hemidictyum finlaysonianum. 
Peninsula. {Hook). 

GENUS XLV. — ALLANTODIA. ( Wall) 

( AUantos , a sausage ; form of indusium.) 

Sori dorsal, linear-oblong, attached to the primary veins ; indu- 
sium the same shape* as the sot us and quite enclosing it, bursting in 
an irregular line down to the centre, or rarely asplenioid; veins 
anastomosing and forming several elongated areoles, smaller towards 
the margin, with free marginal clavate veinlets; fronds pinnate, 
very membranaceous, (the character of the indusium is not to be 
relied on, similar sausage-shaped indusia being found in species 
of true Asplenium and Diplazium.) 

1. Allantodia javanica. (Bl. under Asplenium.) Frauds 
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often 2 feet long, 1 foot broad, pinnae 4-8 inches long, i-if 
inch broad, oblong, entire or slightly crenulate, particularly at the 
caudate apex, veins forked near the midrib, 2-3 of hexagonal areoles 
occupying the outer half of the space between midrib and margin ; 
sori confined to the anterior vein of the first fork or areole. Bl. En . 
PI. Jav . Fil. 175. Allant. Brunoniana (Wall.), Hook . Syn. Fil. 
p. 246. Bedd. F. S. I. 159. 

Nepal and Bhotan, 4,006-7,000 feet elevation ; Khasya, Mikir 
Hills; Ceylon. 

(Also in Java and Samoa.) 


GENUS XLVI. — ACTINIOPTERIS. {Link) 

( Actin , rays ; p ten's, a fern.) 

Sori linear, elongated, submarginal ; indusium the same shape as 
the sorus, folded over it, placed one on each side of the narrow seg- 
ments of the frond opening towards the midrib : a single species like 
a miniature palm. 


1. Actiniopteris . piCHOTOMA. ( Forsk , under Acrostichwn) 
Stipes densely tufted, $-6 inches long; fronds like fans, i-i^ inch 
deep, composed of numerous dichotomous segments .which are rush- 
like in texture, not more than i line broad, the veins few ami sub- 
parallel with the indistinct midrib, the segments of the fertile frond 
longer than those of the barren one. Acrostichum dichotomum, 
Forskh . FI. FEgypt. Arab. 184. Actiniopteris radiata, Hook . Syn. 
Fil. p. 246. Bedd . F. S . I. t. 124. 

Throughout India, especially the Peninsula in dry rocky places 
below 3,000 feet elevation ; Ceylon. 

(Also in North Africa, Mascareen Islands, Persia, Cabul.) 
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TRIBE IX.— ASPIDIEiE. 

Sori dorsal, subglobose, rarely elliptical ; indusium superior, 
similar in shape to the sorus, fixed either by the centre or a sinus. 

GENUS XLVII.- -DIDYMOCHL.ENA. {Desv) 

( Didy/nos, double; chlcena , a cloak ; — the double indusium.) 

Sori elliptical, terminal on a veinlet, but distinctly intramarginal; 
indusium elliptical, marginate at the base, attached longitudinally to the 
linear receptacle, free all round the edge; veins subflabellate, free, their 
apices clavate ; fronds bipinnate, pinnules articulate with the rachis. 

1. Didymochlasna lunulata. {Desv.) Caudex erect, sub- 
arborescent ; fronds densely tufted, 4-6 feet long, bipinnate ; pinnules 
| -1 inch broad, dimidiate, subquadrangular, entire or slightly sinuated; 
texture subcoriaceous ; veinlets forked or pinnate, their apices 
marked with white dots; sori 2-6 to a pinnule. Desv . in Mem . 
Soc. Linn, vl p. 282. Hook . Syn. FiLp . 248. Bedd \ F. B. L t. 15. 

Birma and the Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Tropical America ; East African Islands ; Malay 
Islands; Fiji.) 

GENUS XLVIIL— MESOCHL^ENA. (F. Br) 

(MesoSy middle ; chlcena , cloak, aHachment of the indusium.) 

Sori and indusium of Didymochlaena, but habit and venation of 
Nephrodium, i.e., the lower pair of veinlets anastomose, the others 
free, parallel ; fronds bipinnatifid. 

1. Mesochuena polycar pa. {Bl. under Aspidium.) Caudex 
erect; stipes tufted, short; fronds 2-3 feet long, 12-18 inches 
broad, pinnate; pinnae close, very numerous, spreading, dwindling 
down below to mere auricles, the largest 6-9 inches long, % inch 
broad, cut down half-way or more to the rachis into linear -oblong 
lobes ; rachis and lower surface villose ; veins very close, pinnated, 


DIDYMOCHL^NA I.UNULATA. , (DcsV.) 
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twelve or more on each side in a lobe ; soii small, close, ultimately 
confluent. Aspidium polycarpum, Bl. Fn. FiL Jav . 156. Didy- 
mochkena Hook . Syn . FiL p. 248. Mesochlsena polycarpa, Bidd. 
F. B . I. t. 344. Nephrodium javanicum, Hook. Sp . FiL iv. p. 67. 

In the Syn. Filicum this genus has been joined with Didymoch- 
lsena ; but, as Mr. Smith has pointed out, it is really a Nephrodium 
with the indusium elongated. 

Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 


GENUS XLIX. — POLYSTICHUM. (Roth.) 

(Polys, many ; stic/ios , order.) 

Sori subglobose, dorsal or teiminal on the veinlets ; indusium 
orbicular, fixed by the centre ; veins all free ; texture generally 
coriaceous and teeth generally awned. 


I. POLYSTICHUM SEMICOR- 

datum. (Sw.'j Stipes scattered, 

6-12 inches long, fibrillose at the 
base; fronds 2-3 feet long sim- 
ply pinnate ; pinnae 4-6 inches 
long, inch broad, nearly 

entire, acuminate, cordate or 
truncate at the base ; texture 
herbaceous or somewhat firm ; 
surfaces naked and rachis nearly 
so ; veins pinnate, the lower ones 
ending short of the margin ; sori 
in 1-3 rows on each side, the 
inner one the most constant 
and regular, close to the midrib. 

S70. Syn. FiL p. 45. Hook. Syn. 

FiL 249. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 35. 

Birma and the Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands, Philippine*?, and Tropical America.) 








?ioi. 
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rOI.YSTICHUM SEMICORDATUM. 



MESOCHL^SNA POLYCARPA. (Bl.) 




Ferns of British India and Ceylon, 203 

2. Polystichum Lonchitis. {Linn. under Polypodium) Caudex 
short, stout oblique, densely paleaceous; stipes shoit paleaceous, 
lower portion of the rachis with ferruginous large scales ; fronds 6-18 
inches long, densely tufted, erect rigid, linear or lanceolate, tapering 
at both ends, pinnated ; pinnae numerous, approximate from a broad 
nearly sess ; le obliquely truncated base, ovate or lanceolate, falcate 
acute spinulose-serrate, the superior base truncated and auriculate ; 
sori confined to upper portion of the frond in two or more series 
upon the pinnae ; indusium denticulate on the margin. Hook . Sp. 
Fil. iv. 8. Sw. Syn . FiL p. 43. Hook . Syn, FiL p. 250. Bedd. 
F. B. I. /. 128. Polypodium Lonchitis, Linn. Sp.pl. 1548. 

Northwest Himalaya, Kashmir, Sonamurg 11,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Arctic and Alpine Europe, Asia, and North America.) 

3. Polystichum lachenense. {Hook.) Rhizome very scaly; 
stipes very numerous, thick, densely tufted, scaly, 2-4 inches long ; 
fronds narrow-linear, 4-8 inches long by inch broad, pinnate, the 
lower pinnae remote but hardly reduced in size ; pinnae 2-3 inches 
broad, dettoid-ovate, subcoriaceous, lobed more or less or subentire, 
the apex b’unt, the margins spinosely serrated or crenate-serrate ; 
sori 6-12 to a pinna, often covering the whole under side ; indusium 
incised. Hook. Syn. Fil.p. 250. Clarke, F. N. I. p. 506. Bedd. 
F. B. I. t. 32. 

Sikkim, 13,000-16,000 feet, Lachen, Tungu, Samding, 7,060- 
15,000 feet; Kashmir, Palgram, 13,000 feet. 

4. Polystichum Atkinsoni. {Bedd.) Rhizome small, scaly; 
stipes 2-3 inches long, thin, stramineous, and with the rachis 
furnished with a few chaffy scales; fronds 1-3 inches long, £ inch 
broad, pinnate, the lower pinnae not reduced ; pinnae ovate, very 
coriaceous, spinosely-serrated, the superior base often with an auricle; 
sori 1-3 to a pinna, generally on the upper half only. Bedd \ 
F B. L Suppl. t. 362. 

Sikkim, Yakla Pass 10,000 feet; Lachen 10,000 feet; Bhotan. 

5. Polystichum auricula tum. {Linn, under Polypodium.) 

Stipes tufted, 4-6 inches long, scaly below, or throughout; fronds 
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12-18 inches long, 2-4 J inch broad, pinnate, not or only slightly 
attenuated at the base; pinnae numerous, subsessile, oblong or 
narrowly oblong, auricular falcate, coriaceous, entire, or pinnatifid 
with the auricle sometimes qpite free, lower veinlets in groups of 
threes ; sori in two rows one on each side of the midrib, very 
variable in size; indusium often quite absent. Linn. Sp . PL 1548. 
Hook. Syn . FiL 251. 

Throughout India and Ceylon. 

(Also in Formosa.) 

Type. Pinnae submembranaceous, lanceolate falcate, 2-2^ 
inches long, serrate ; upper base square, parallel with rachis and often 
auricled, lower base much cut away ; involucre very fugacious or gene- 
rally altogether absent. Hook . Sp . FiL iv. n, t. 218. Bedd. F. S. I. 
/. 120. Polypodium harpophyllum (Zenker), Hook. Syn. FiL 511. 

Nilgiris, Pulneys and other Western hills ; Madras Presidency, 
at the higher elevations. 

Var. (3 marginatum. (Wall.) Pinnae very coriaceous, 
shining, scaly below, ovate-oblong, closely spinulose, often somewhat 
lobed; indusium conspicuous, sometimes very large. Wall. Cat. 

366. Don. Prod. FI. Nep. 3. Bedd. Sup. Ferns , t. 363. Clarke , 

F. N. I. 507. 

North India ; Kunawur to Bhotan, 7,000-10,000 feet elevation. 

Var. y ccespitosum. ( Wall.) Pinnae short, ovate-oblong, 
margin scarcely spinulose or serrate, sometimes entire ; texture 
scarcely coriaceous ; indusium conspicuous, ciliate. Wall. Cat. 

367. P. coespitosum, Bedd . F. B. I. t. 33. Aspid. obliquum, Don. 
Prod. FI. Nep. 3. Clarke , l. c. 507. 

Khasya, 3,000-4,500 feet elevation. Himalayas, Bhotan to 
Kunawur, 4,000-8,000 feet. 

Var. I lentum. (Don.) Pinnae pinnatifid, serrate, usually 
spinulose, the auricle often nearly free. Don. Prod. FI. Nep. 4. 
Var. sub-bipinnata (Hook.), Bedd. F. B. /. t. 136. 

Throughout the Himalayas and Khasya, altitude 1,500-8,000 
feet, very common. 
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6. Polystichum ilicifolium. (Don.) Stipes densely tufted, 
2-4 inches long, clothed with large scales throughout ; fronds linear 
or lanceolate^ not attenuated at the base, very coriaceous, pinnate ; 
pinnae either small simple triangular or. subrhomboidal, or much 
larger and again pinnate, naked on both sides and shining, angles spinu- 
lose-mucronate ; rachis fibrillose ; sori mostly in two rows, usually large; 
indusium peltate ; veins immersed. Don. Prod. FI. Nep. 3. Hook . 
Syn . Fil. 251. Polystichum stimulans (Kze.), Bedd . F.B . I. t. 31. 

Himalayas, from Chumbra to Sikkim, 7,000-11,000 feet 
elevation. 

Tiie smaller forms with simple pinnae are very distinct, but the 
larger ones with the pinnae again pinnated, quite graduate into 

P. aculeatum, var. rufo-barbatum till it 
becomes quite indistinguishable from 
forms of that fern, and is probably only 
a variety of it. 

7. Polystichum Thomsoni. (Hook.) 
Stipes tufted, 2-4 inches long, fibrillose ; 
fronds pinnate linear up to 7 inches 
long, subcoriaceous, not gradually atten- 
uated at the base, both surfaces more or 
less fibrillose ; pinnae cut down almost to 
the rachis, bristly serrate, very unequal at 
the base, the lower margin being cut away, 
the upper with the basal lobe much en- 
larged ; veins pinnate or forked in the 
on a veinlet; indusium peltate, bluntly 
crenated or subentire. Hook . Syn . Fil. p. 251, and 2nd Cent . Ferns , 
/. 25, in part only, Bedd . F. B. I. t. 126. 

Himalayas ; from Balti to Sikkim, 7,000-13,000 fe£t elevation. 

Very near the smaller forms of Prescottianum, but the stipe is 
fibrillose, not scaly. Hooker’s plate is taken from specimens of 
both species, and it is very probable that they are only varieties 
of the same plant. 



(Ddn.) 

segments ; sori terminal 
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Var. ( 3 . gracilis. Fronds smaller, (3—5 inches long with 
the stipe by a~i inch broad), margin of pinnae crenate, with a sudden 
acumination (not bristly serrate), involucre reniform. Clarke , F \ N. I. 
t. 508. Lastrea gracilis (Moore), Bedd. F. B. /. /. 198. Lastrea 
sparsa, var. gracilis, Hook. Syn. Fil. 498. 

Sikkim, 11,500 feet elevation. Avery doubtful species, which 
Mr. Clarke considers only a variety of Thomsoni, so I place it here 
pending further material. Mr. Clarke says that the involucre is 
polystichoid. 

8. Polystichum aculeatum. (Sw) Stipes tufted, 6-12 
inches long, scaly and fibrillose below or throughout ; fronds large, 
ovate-lanceolate, bipinnate, coriaceous, not attenuated at the base 
(or only slightly so in some forms) ; pinnae numerous close lanceolate, 
pinnules oblong, unequal at the base, lower margin excised, upper 
generally more or less auricled, margins bristly or spinulose ; texture 
more or less coriaceous, under surface generally fibrillose; veins 
pinnate or forked in the segments of the pinnules ; sori towards the 
apex or at the apex of the lower veinlets. Sw. Sc/irad. Journ. ii. 
37. Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 252. 

Throughout the Indian region on the mountains. 

(Also throughout the whole world.) 

Var. (3 lobatum. (Eng. hot. t. 1563.) Fronds narrowly 
lanceolate ; pinnae hardly pinnate, the lower secondary pinna sessile, 
or decurrent. Clarke , F. N. I. p. 509. 

Throughout the Himalayas. 

Var. y • RUFO-barbatum. ( Wall. Cat. 369.) Fronds bipinnate, 
very coriaceous, usually reddish ; stipes densely clothed with large 
red scales ; rachis with red fibrillae ; pinnules naked and fibrillose 
beneath, in cutting like ilicifolium. P. aculeatum, Bedd \ F \ S . /. /. 
12 1. Polyst. brachypterum, Kunze , No. 906. 

Nilgiris and Western mountains of South India; Himalayas, 
from Kashmir to Bhotan. 

Var, 8. angulare. (PresL Neivm. 173.) Lax and of thinner 
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texture, pinnules smaller, more numerous, orbicular, rhomboid, 
mostly auriculate, the serratures setiferous rather than spinulose. 
Bedd. F. S. /. t. 121. 

Nilgiris and Western mountains of South India. 

Var. Z semifertile. Base of the frond fertile, upper one- 
third barren. ( Clarke> l. c.) 

Sikkim. 

Var. 17 biaristatum . {BL Fn. PL Jav . FiL 164.) Pin- 
nules large, oblong-falcate, sparingly serrate or spinulose; sori 
generally round the margin. 

Khasya ; Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula. 

Var. 0 setosum. {Wall. Cat. 371.) Lower surface of frond 
with very long fibrillae; rachis with very large scales as well as 
fibrillae, pinnules small, quite entire, except the spinulose apex or with 
very inconspicuous crenatures to represent the usual lobes ; sori 
apical on the lower veinlet of the forked or pinnate vein of the 
segment (or what would correspond to the segment where tfte 
pinnule is entire). 

Himalayas, from Kumaon to Sikkim, 5,000-8,000 feet elevation. 
A well nfarked form, considered a distinct species by some botanists. 

Var. I ANOlviALUM. {Hook. Sp. FiL iv. 27.) Segments blunt 
or slightly mucronate ; sori often, but not always, on the upper 
surface of the fronds. Polystichum anomalum, Bedd. F. S. I 
t. 219. 

Ceylon ; Horton plains and Happootalee, 5,000-6,000 feet 
elevation. 

Var. k travancoricum. {Bedd.) . Pinnae rather distant, 
lower pair generally deflexed ; pinnules prominently petioled, either 
subentire, large broad deltoid, with the lobing blunt not mucronate, 
or elongated up to 3 inches long, and pinnatifid or completely pinnate 
(except an indistinct wing to the rachis); the pinnules distant and 
again bluntly lobed, 3-4 pair below the pinnatifid apex ; rachis and 
stipe scaly and fibrillose, under surfaces fibrillose. 

IS 
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Travancore and Tinnevelly mountains, 4,000-5,000 feet eleva- 
tion. A distinct variety, but evidently a form of aculeatum, the more 
entire pinnules are nearest in shape and cutting to those of 
anomalum and biaristatum ; the same frond will often have some 
pinnse with the pinnules short and only slightly lobed, and otheis 
with them all elongate and pinnate or deeply pinnatifid. 

Var. X mucronifolium. (Bl. En . PI. Jav. Fil. 164.) 
Fronds 3-pinnate or sub-3-pinnate. ( Clarke , /. c. 509.) 

Khasya and Assam ; this is very distinct looking, it is tripinnate 
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like the last, but very different, being 
finely cut with small pinnules. 

9. PoLYSTICHUM PrESCOTTIANUM. 

( Wall) Stipes short, thick, flaccid, 
with many straw-coloured scales and 
fibrillse ; fronds from narrow to broad 
lanceolate, tapering at the base ; pin- 
nae either short oblong, -|-i inch long, 
more or less divided, but not to the 
rachis, or elongate, 2-3 inches long and 
deeply pinnatifid to the rachis or even 
pinnate ; segments with the margin 
serrate and often hair-pointed, more or 
less fibrillose beneath. Wall . Cat . 
363. Bedd. F. B. /, t. 34, Hook . 
Syn. Fil . 253,. 

Himalayas ; from Kashmir to 


{Wall.) Bhotan, 10,000-13,000 feet elevation. 


Var. |3 Bakerianum. {Clarke) Fronds large, very flaccid, 
broad-lanceolate, (9-10 inches broad), truncate at the base. Clarke , 
F. N. L t. 66. 

Sikkim; Yakla, 12,000 feet; very distinct-looking at first sight, 
but evidently only a flaccid variety of the above. 

Var. y castaneum % ( Clarke ) Stipe round, naked, scales on 
the rachis blackish, pinnae little pinnatifid. 

Sikkim, 15,000 feet elevation. 
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GENUS L.— CYRTOMIUM. (. Presl. ) 

(Derivation not known.) 

Indusium orbicular, peltate ; veins pinnate from a central costa, 
the lower anterior veinlets free, the rest angularly and irregularly 
anastomosing, forming unequal and subhexagonal areoles within 
which are 1-3 excurrent venules, or the upper veinlets only angularly 
anastomosing ; fronds pinnate, coriaceous. 

1. Cyrtomium falcatum. (Sw.) Stipes tufted, 6-12 inches 
long, densely clothed below with large dark scales ; fronds 1-2 feet 
long, by 6-9 inches broad, pinnate ; pinnae numerous, the lower 
ones stalked, ovate-acuminate, falcate, 4-6 inches long, by 1-2 inches 
broad, the edge entire or slightly undulated, the upper side narrowed 
suddenly, sometimes auricled, the lower rounded or obliquely trun- 
cate at the base ; texture coriaceous, both surfaces naked, the upper 
one glossy, primary veins from the midrib of the pinnae parallel to 
each other nearly to the margin, throwing off pinnately 1-2-3 times 
inarching veinlets ; sori small, copious, scattered. Szvartz, Syn. FiL 
p. 43. Hook. Syn. FiL 257. 

Var. /3 caryotideum. ( Wall.) Pinnules larger, sharply 
toothed, sometimes deeply lobed towards the base, and generally 
with a long sharp auricle on one or both sides at the base. Wall. 
Cat. 376. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 119. 

Nilgiris at the higher elevations. Himalayas from Gurwhal 
to Bhotan, 3,000-8,000 feet elevation. Khasya, 3,000-4,000 feet; 
Ceylon. There is also a variety common on the Nilgiris known as 
microptera, which has more numerous and much smaller pinnae, 
scarcely at all auricled or lobed, but it graduates into caryotideum, 
though extreme forms look very distinct. The type of falcatum, 
which only differs slightly, is from China, Japan, South Africa, 
Sandwich Islands, and Madagascar. 

2. Cyrtomium caducum. ( Wall.) Stipes tufted, 1 foot 
long, firm erect, stramineous, scaly below ; main rachises sometimes 
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with a terminal rooting bud ; fronds 1-2 feet long, 6-9 inches broad, 
pinnate; pinnae petioled, numerous, narrow lanceolate acuminate, 
from subentire to deeply lobed ; texture coriaceous ; primary veins 
from the midrib of the pinnae repeatedly dichotomous at an acute 
angle into nearly equally strong veins, not anastomosing usually till 
near the margin, many of them free to the margin ; sori rather large 
and in two rows half-way between the rachis and the margin, or much 
smaller and scattered. Wall. Cat . 381. Hook. Syn. Fil. 257. Bedd . 
F. B. /. t. 45. Clarke , F. N. I. p. 512. 

Himalayas; from Nepal to Bhotan, 4,000-7,000 feet; Khasya, 
3,000-5,000 feet elevation. 

GENUS LI. — ASPIDIUM. (Swartz.) 

(. Aspidos , the indusium being like a shield.) 

Indusium orbicular or reniform, or sometimes irregular and 
abnormal, being linear and curved, or sometimes absent ; veins 
compoundly anastomosing with generally free veinlets in the areoles, 
receptacles compital or often at the apex of the free veinlets ; fronds 
very various, from simple to tripinnatifid, often membranaceous and 
flaccid. 

1. Aspidium singaporianum. ( Wallich.) Rhizome creeping ; 
stipes subtufted, those of the fertile fronds 6-12 inches long, fronds 
12 inches or more, 2-4 inches broad, oblong entire, acuminate at the 
apex, narrowed rather suddenly and then decurrent gradually at the 
base ; texture herbaceous ; primary veins distinct nearly to the edge, 
united by transverse arched ones, the areoles of which enclose netted 
veinlets, the ultimate ones free; sori numerous, close, 4-6 in a 
line between the main veins ; indusium peltate orbicular. Nephro- 
dium (Baker), Hook. Syn . Fit. 296. Bedd . F. B. /. t. 168. 

Singapore and the Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

2. Aspidium vastum. ( Blume .) Rhizome creeping, stipes 
scattered, narrowly winged often nearly or quite to the base, fur- 
nished with numerous linear subulate brown persistent scales ; fronds 
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2-4 feet long, cut down to a broadly-winged rachis, into entire linear 
oblong pinnae 6-12 inches long, by 1-2 inches broad; texture subco- 
riaceous ; main veins distinct nearly to the margin, connected by 
numerous prominent cross veins forming 7-8 areoles between the 
costa and margin, with netted and free veinlets in the areoles ; sori 
small, scattered on the netted veins ; indusium reniform. BL En . 
PL Jav. Fil. 142. Hook. Syn . Fil. 296. Aspid. alatum, Wall. 
Cat . 378. Sagenia alata, Bedd. F. B. I. t. 169. 



East Bengal, up to 1,000 feet elevation; Mishmee; Khasya; 
Chittagong ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

3. Aspidium subconfluens. {Bedd.) Stipes tufted, 1-2 feet 
long, furnished with dark coloured linear-subulate scales; fronds 
about 1 foot each way, triangular in outline, tripartite, lateral pinnoe 
opposite or subopposite, shortly petioled, unequal sided with the 
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upper pinnules small falcate subentire, the lower ones much pro- 
duced lanceolate acuminate, the 2-3 basal ones cut about one-third 
down into falcate lobes, terminal pinnae deeply pinnatifid, lobes 3-6 
inches, pinnatifid a quarter of the way down to the midrib ; texture 
moderately firm, surface glabrous above, pubescent on the veins 
beneath ; veins anastomosing with a few free included veinlets ; sori 
scattered, small, generally on the netted veins; indusium variable, 
reniform, curved, horseshoe-shaped or nearly peltate, persistent. 
Bedd . Sup. Ferns , t. 364. 

Khasya, 3,000-5,000 feet elevation, below Umwai. 

4. Aspidium semibipin- 
natum. ( Wall, under Poly - 
podium.) Stipes 1 foot or 
more long, pale brown, naked ; 
fronds 12-18 inches long, 6-9 
inches broad, terminal pinnae 
linear-oblong, 6-9 inches long, 

1 inch broad, entire, narrowed 
towards both ends, lateral 
pinnae 4-6 on each side 
smaller, the lower one or two 
pairs tripartite ; texture her- 
baceous; veins inconspicuous, 
the primary ones lost before 
they reach the margin, the 
rest variously anastomosing, 
the areoles with free included 
veinlets ; sori minute, scattered, 
confined to the connected veinlets ; indusium reniform and irregular 
as in the last. Hook . Sp . Fil. iv. 59, t . 231. Syn. Fil. 297. Bedd . 
F. B. I. t. 137. Polypodium semibipinnatum, Wall. Cat. 388. 

Penang ; nearly allied to some forms of polymorphum, but I 
think sufficiently distinct. 

(Also in Borneo.) 

5. Aspidium subtriphyllum. (Hook.) Rhizome creeping 5 
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stipes i foot or more long; fronds 12-18 inches long, 8~i2 inches 
broad, subdeltoid with a large deeply pinnatifid apex, with lanceolate 
lobes ; below this one or two pinnae on each side, the lowest stalked, 
distant, forked at the base, or pinnatifid, the point lanceolate; texture 
herbaceous, surfaces somewhat hairy beneath and on the main veins 
above, main veins distinct to the edge, the others copiously anasto- 
mosing, with free veinlets included in the areoles ; sori rather large, 
but scattered, confined to the connected veinlets ; indusium renifbrm. 
Hook . Sp. FiL iv. 52. Syn. Fil. 296. Bedd . F. S . /. t. 242, and 
F 3 . /. t 48. 

- Ceylon and the Malay Peninsula. 
My Ceylon specimens are much smaller 
than those from Birma, but I believe 
they are the same species; in habit it is 
quite like variolosum, but the sori are 
always on the netted veinlets, instead 
of at the apex of free veinlets. 

6. Aspidium variolosum. ( Wall .) 
Rhizome suberect, stipes tufted, scaly 
near the base only, 12-18 inches long 
in the fertile, less in the sterile fronds, 
more or less dimorphous, deltoid in 
outline, herbaceous in texture, and some- 
what puberulous, especially in the sterile 
ones ; pinnae about three pair below the 
pinnatifid apex, the lowest pair again 
pinnated with the pinnules often pin- 
aspidium subtriphy llum. natifid, the next pair often pinnatifid or 
{Hook.) pinnated in a less degree, the pinnae of 

the fertile fronds generally narrower and often more divided, main 
veins not very distinct but more so in the fertile than in the sterile; 
areoles copious, with many free included veinlets ; sori rather large, 
almost always at the apex of the free veinlets, very rarely on the netted 
veins; indusium peltate and reniform on the same frbnd. Wall. 
Cat. 379. Bedd . Sup. Ferns ) t. 365 (not F. B. /. 170, which is 
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ciaitarium.) Aspidium Zollingerianum, Bedd. F. B. L t. 251, fertile 
frond only. Nephrodium (Sagenia) variolosum, Hook. Sp . Fil. 298, 
and Zollingerianum (l.c.) as far at least as the Birmese plant. 

East Bengal Plains, abundant from Assam to Chittagong ; 
Tenasserim near Moulmein ; Penang. 

7. Aspidium polymorphum. ( Wall.) Rhizome suberect, 
stipes tufted, yellowish or brown, paleaceous only at the base ; fronds 
large, 1-4 feet long, by 1 foot or more broad, pinnate; pinnre 3-6 on 
each side, oblong or elliptic, acuminate, unequal at the base, some- 
times contracted when fertile, quite entire to crenate or coarsely 
toothed, stalked or subsessile, the terminal one often more or less 
lobed or subpinnatifid, the lowest pair generally (not always) bifur- 
cate ; texture herbaceous to subcoriaceous ; main veins prominent 
and distinct to the margin, with many free included simple or forked 
veinlets; sori on the netted veins, small and scattered in the un- 
contracted fronds, large and more or less in two rows between the 
main veins in the contracted ones ; indusiurn reniform or often 
quite absent. Wall. Cat. 382. Hook. Syn. FiL p. 297. Bedd. 
F.S. I. tabs. 1 16, 1 17. Sagenia siifolia, Baker , Syn. FiL p. 299, 
as far as the Courtallum plant. Neph. Wightii, Clarke , F. N. L 
53 *, the contracted form. 

Western forests of Madras Presidency, very common up to 4,000 
feet. (I do not consider the contracted form even a constant variety.) 
Northern India from Gurwhal to Mishmee and Chittagong ; Ceylon ; 
Birma. 

(Also in the Malay Islands, the Philippines and Fernando Po.) 

8. Aspidium Simonsii. {Baker.) Very like polymorphum, 
but with the stipes and rachis polished blackish-purple, lowest pair 
of pinnae pinnate below, deeply lobed upwards, others more or less 
bifurcate below and rather deeply lobed throughout, venation as in 
polymorphum ; sori rather large (in my specimens), in two series 
between the main veins, or irregularly scattered sub-4-serial between 
the main veins. Hook. Syn. Fil. 504. Bedd. Sup. Ferns, t. 367. 

Seetakand Hill, Chittagong ; Sikkim, and Bhotan. Mr. Clarke, 
makes it a variety of polymorphum, and he may be right, but until 
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more specimens are gathered, I consider it safer not to lump it 
with that. Mr. Clarke says he does t not see how it differs from 
polymorphum, var. macrocarpum, but he has made a new 
species of that. Both Baker and Clarke make two sections of 
Sagenia, one with “ sori in more than two rows between the principal 
veins, often irregularly scattered,” the other with “ sori in two rows 
between the principal veins,” both forms occur in this species and in 
polymorphum, and more or less in semibipinnatum and other species, 
so the definition is only misleading. 


9. Aspidium heterocarpum. 
widely ; stipes solitary, erect, with 
lanceolate-linear brown persistent 
scales at the base ; pinnate, very 
much as in polymorphum, but 
lower pinnae not bifurcate ; pinnae 
4-8 inches long, narrow-lanceo- 
late, entire, caudate at the apex, 
subsessile or very shortly stalked, 
gemmiparous in the axils ; main 
veins distant to nearly the margin, 
areoles copious with free included 
veinlets ; sori very small on 
the netted veins, much scattered ; 
indusium reniform or horseshoe- 
shaped, or sometimes curved or 
linear, as in Athynum and Asple- 
nium. Sagenia heterocarpa, 
Bedd . F. B. I. t . 47. Sagenia 
heterosora (Baker), Hook. Syn. . 


{Bedd) Rhizome creeping 



N 0 j 1 2 


ASPIDIUM HETEROCARPUM. {Bcdd.) 

tl. 504. Clarke , l. c. 537. 


Assam and Chittagong, in wet flats near rivers, forming large 


groves about 6 feet high. 


10. Aspidium decurrens. {Presl) Rhizome creeping ; stipes 
winged nearly or quite to the base, furnished with numerous linear- 
subulate brown persistent scales ; fronds often 3 feet long, dimor- 
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phous, the fertile much contracted, pinnatifid down to a broadly 
winged rachis into 3-4 pair of pinnae or lobes on each side, 6-12 
inches long, 1-2 1 inches broad, lowest pair often bifurcate, margins 
quite entire in the sterile, more or less crenated in the fertile, sub- 
coriaceous, glabrous on both sides ; main veins distinct nearly to 
the margin, with cross veins forming series of large areoles in which 
are included netted veinlets and simple or forked free veinlets; sori 
large, generally in two pretty regular series between the main veinlets, 
nearly always at the apex of the free veinlets, often continued all 
down the wing of the stipes ; indusium generally more or less reni- 
form, sometimes elongated and irregular. Presl. ReL Hanck , 28. 
Hook. Syn . Fil. 299. Sagenia pteropus, Bedd. F. S. /. t. 82. 

Eastern Bengal at the foot of the hills, Assam, Cachar, Chitta- 
gong ; South India in the Bolampatty Hills between Coimbatore and 
Palghat, 2,000 feet elevation ; Tinnevelly and Travancore Hills, 
2,000-2,500 feet ; Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula. In habit very like 
vastum, but fertile fronds contracted, and sori differently situated. 

(Also in the Malay Islands, South China, Polynesia.) 

Var ft minor. {Bedd.) Fronds very small (1 foot long only), 
sterile 3-5 partite rather thin pinnatifid, fertile deeply pinnatifid, 
very much contracted, the lobes or pinnae being very narrow. 
Sagenia pteropus-minor, Bedd . F S. J. t. 245. 

Ceylon only, in the Doombera district at no great elevation. 

11. Aspidium cicutarium. (Sw.) Stipes tufied, 1 foot or 
more long, with many scales close to the base ; fronds very variable 
in size, from 8 inches up to several feet, deltoid in outline, apex 
pinnatifid, below which are 1-4 pair of pinnae, which are either only 
lobed or completely pinnated with the secondary pinnae deeply pin- 
natifid, or even again pinnated {i.e. tripinnate), with the tertiary 
pinnae deeply pinnatifid (quadripinnatifid), the lowest pair of pinnae 
are always deeply pinnatifid or pinnate on the lower margin, but the 
other pairs are generally much less so and often only lobed 3- J down, 
texture thin, surfaces glabrous in some varieties, but in others hairy 
on the upper surface and puberulous on ,the costas and costules 
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beneath ; principal veins tolerably conspicuous to the margin, others 
copiously netted with often free included veinlets (there are no 
prominent cross veins forming large well-defined areoles as in some of 
the species, and the free veinlets are often few only) ; sori rather large, 
in tw6 rows between the main veins, on the netted veins (compital) 
or at the apex of the free veinlets; indusium reniform or peltate. 
Swartz. Mett. Famgatt. Pheg. and Asp. 117. Hook. Syn. FiL 299. 
Sagenia coadunata (Wall.), Bedd. F. S. I. t. 81. and t. 170 (variolosa). 

Throughout the Indian region, from the plains up to 5,000 feet. 
In South India (both Eastern and Western sides), the more hairy 
variety known as coadunata only is found, but in Northern India 
the glabrous variety is also common. 

(Also in the tropics throughout the globe.) 

12. Aspidium multicaudatum. {Wall) Stipes 1-3 feet, 
often densely clothed nearly its whole length with linear-subulate 
brown persistent scales ; fronds 3-4 feet long, with a large terminal 
pinna deeply pinnatifid, lobes lanceolate acuminate, and several 
pinnae on each side, the lowest deltoid 1 foot or more long and 
nearly as broad, deeply pinnatifid above and pinnate below ; texture 
firm herbaceous, rachises beneath rusty; main veins distinct to 
the margin, areoles with free included veinlets ; sori rather large in 
two rows between the principal veins, or more numerous and scat- 
tered, generally at the apex of free veinlets, rarely on the netted 
veins (compital). Wall, in Herb. Nephrodium Griffithii (Baker), 
Hook . Syn. FiL 300. Sagenia Griffithii, Bedd . F. B. /. t . 337. 

Khasya Hills, South side up to 1,000 feet elevation. Birma ; 
Aspidium? t. 118, F. S. /., is probably this species, or at least 
closely allied, it has twice been gathered in the Anamallay forests, 
but young fronds without fructification. 

In the Synopsis Filicum Sagenia is kept up as a section of Ne- 
phrodium for all species supposed to have a reniform indusium, and 
Euaspidiumas a section of Aspidium for those with an orbicular 
indusium, the result of this has been that allied species like repan- 
dum and polymorphum (probably one and the same plant) and 
membranaceum and (Trimeni) giganteum (closely allied if not 
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varieties one of the other), are placed far apart ; it is a fact, however, 
that most of ihe species have both orbicular and reniform involucres, 
sometimes on the same individual, the involucres often varying much 
more than this, being athyrioid and asplenioid. Mr. Clarke has 
placed both Aspidium and Sagenia in Nephrodium, a genus widely 
different in habit. 

GENUS LII.— PLEOCNEMIA. (Pres!) 

(Plcos, full ; knemia , rays ; in allusion to the venation.) 

Only differs from Aspidium in its less compound venation, only 
the lower veins anastomose arcuately forming one series of areoles 
near the costa (as in Campteria), without any free veinlets within 
them, the other veins generally all free, or some angularly anastomos- 
ing; sori generally at the apex of the free veinlets outside the areoles, 
but sometimes some are on the netted veins, (i.e. 9 compital). 

1. Pleocnemia Thwaitesii. ( Bedd .) Stipes tufted i-ij feet 
long, shining blackish-purple as is the rachis and main costa, basal 
scales linear dark-brown ; fronds deltoid, i|-2 feet each way, tripin- 
natifid; lowest pinnae largest deltoid stalked, with several large lanceo* 
late deeply pinnatifid pinnules ; texture rather thick and opaque, the 
veins not conspicuous, glabrous beneath, and also above except the 
costa and veins which are scurfy or puberulous, lower veinlets forming 
elongate costal arches, no free included veinlets, the rest free with 
clavate apices, none reaching the margin ; sori rather large in a single 
series on each side of the midrib of the segments, all at the apex of free 
veinlets; indusium reniform, with the lobes of the sinus broad and over- 
lapping, so that it looks orbicular. Sagenia Thwaitesii, Bedd F. S. L 
t. 244. Nephrodium (Sagenia) simulans (Baker), Hook. Syn . Fil. 300. 

Ceylon, southern provinces near Galle, abundant on the Hay- 
cock Mountain. (C. P \ 3331. Thw. En. p. 390.) 

2. Pleocnemia Trimeni. (Bedd.) Stipes tufted, i-if feet, 
grey, basal scales linear; fronds 1^—3 feet long, deltoid or deltoid 
lanceolate, pinnatifid at the apex, below pinnate with about 5-^6 
pair of lateral pinnae, which are more or less stalked, and all pinnatifid 
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more Aan half-way to the rachis, about 8-9 inches long by 2 broad, 
and a much larger basal pair which are deltoid, again pinnated with 
the lower basal pinnules deeply pinnatifid, ultimate lobes bluntish, 
slightly crenated or nearly 
entire; texture rather thin; 
surfaces glabrous on both 
sides ; costas and veins rusty 
above, . less so or nearly 
glabrous beneath ; lower veins 
formingelongated costal arches 
near the rachis of the pinnae, 
with generally a second series 
of areoles formed by the veins 
again anastomosing angularly, 
veins of the segments only 
anastomosing near the midiib 
and forming one series of 
arches, the rest free, no free 
veinlets in the areoles ; sori in 
a single row on each side of 
the midrib, those towards the 
margin and apex of the 
segments apical on the free veinlets, those lower down and nearer the 
costa of the pinnules generally on connected veins (i.e., compital), in- 
dusium reniform. Sagenia gigantea, Bedd. F S. I. t. 80 ( not the 
description.') Pleocnemia gigantea (Baker), Hook. Syn. Fil. 2nd 
Edit. p. 503, not Blume. 

The Kew packet of giganteum from which Sir W. Hooker took 
his description ( Sp . Fil. iv. p. 50,) contains several different species ; 
the Java specimen being a single pinna of Aspidium giganteum, a 
species distinct from this ; the Birma and Assam specimens being 
multicaudatum (Wallich) ; and the Ceylon specimens being this 
plant, Pleocnemia membranacea, and P. Thwaitesii. This not being 
Blume’s giganteum I have had to rename it. 

Ceylon, central provinces, (C.P. 1357); South India, Anamallays, 
Palghat side, in the forests near the Nelliamp^dy coffee estates. 
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3. Pleocnemia membranacea. ( Hooky under Aspidium.) 

Stipes tufted up to 9 inches long, straw-coloured, basal scales linear ; 
fronds up to about 18 inches long, deltoid, bi-tripinnate, pinnatifid 
at the apex, the lowest pair of pinnae much the largest, long stalked, 
with the lowest secondary pinnae stalked and again quite pinnate at 
the base, the pinnules being stalked and deeply pinnatifid, ultimate 
segments crenulate, upper pinnae gradually less compound ; texture 
thin, membranaceous, upper surface somewhat hairy towards the 
margins; costas and veins rusty or puberulous, under surface 
slightly puberulous ; lower veins forming long costal arches, the 
rest free ; sori at the apex of free veins ; indusium both orbicular 
and reniform. Hock. Syn . Fil. p. 259. Sagenia gigantea, var. 
minor, Bedd. F S. I. t. 243, a small frond less compound than 
described above. Thw. En. PL Z y. p. 390. (C. P. 1358.) 

Ceylon ; in the Doombera district at no great elevation. Mr. 
Thwaites had doubts whether this was a variety of the last, or a 
distinct species ; the venation is quite that of the last species, but rather 
less compound, owfing to the fronds being more cut and narrower ; 
it is quite that of Pleocnemia, and I find some of the involucres 
reniform ; it is of thinner texture, much more cut and less glabrous 
than the last, and, I think, may safely be considered a distinct 
species. 

(Also in Java, Philippines, China, and Formosa.) 

4. Pleocnemia membrani folia. ( Presl .) Stipes tufted, fur- 
nished with black linear subulate scales more copious towards the 
base, up to about 1 foot long ; fronds seldom more than 1 foot long, 
from deltoid to ovate, pinnate with a pinnatifid apex, lateral pinnae 
few pairs opposite or subopposite, 2-4 inches long, |-i£ broad, 
more or less deeply pinnatifid, the segments rounded nearly entire, 
lowest pair of pinnae much larger, deltoid, pinnatifid or almost 
pinnate, the lower basal segments being elongated and pinnatifid ; 
main rachis and both surfaces more or less softly hairy, with multi - 
celullar hairs ; texture softly herbaceous ; fertile fronds uniform 
with the sterile, or more or less contracted, often very much so, 
lower veins in the sterile and broad fertile fronds anastomosing and 
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forming loops near the costa, sometimes very regularly, some- 
times only occasionally, in the contracted fertile fronds all the veins 
free ; sori generally apical on the free veinlets ; involucre reniform. 
Presl. Rel. Hamck. 36, t. 5, fig. 3. Aspidium fuscipes, Bedd ’. Sup. 
Ferns , t. 366. Aspidium fuscipes, Wallich , partly , but not the type 
sheet , which is Lastrea sagenioides. 

East Bengal Plains, extending into Assam, Cachar, and Chitta- 
gong. Khasya and Sikkim hills up to 3,000 feet elevation. Birma 
and the Malay peninsula. In habit much like small Aspidium cicu- 


tarium, but venation different, and 
easily known by the persistent black 
scales towards the base of the 
stipe ; in the Synopsis Filicum it 
has been erroneously lumped with 
Lastrea dissecta by Hooker and 
Baker. 

5. Pleocnemia Clarkei. 
{Bedd.) Stipes and rachis slightly 
pubescent ; fronds 2-3 feet long, 
lanceolate, narrowed at the base 
into distant auricles, softly shortly 
villous, herbaceous, pinnate ; pinnae 
numerous, alternate, 1J-2 inches 
broad, pinnatifid nearly to the rachis, 
the pinnules lanceolate from a broad 
base, irregular as to length, and 
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PLEOCNEMIA CLARKEI. 
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(Bedd.) 


from subentire to deeply pinnatifid (on the same pinna) acute at 
the apex, lowest veins forming arcs along the costa of the pinnules 
from which proceed free veinlets ; veins of the pinnules pinnate, 
or once or twice forked, the lowest veinlet of a group often looped 
with the next group ; involucre kidney-shaped, hairy and ciliate. 
Bedd. Sup . Ferns, t. 3 68. Nephrodium artinexum, Clarke , F. N. /. 


t* 536 . 


Sikkim ; near Dikeeling, 4,500 feet elevation. 
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6. Fleocnemia Leuzeana. (Hook.) Caudex subarborescent, 
densely scaly at the crown, stipes 2-3 feet long, stout, striated, shortly 
hirsute without scales ; fronds up to 6 feet long, subdeltoid, bi-tri- 
pinnate ; pinnae i-ii foot long, 6-8 inches broad, simple, or the 
lowest with 2-3 large (12-14 inches long) secondary pinnae from 
the lower side, which are again pinnate with the pinnules stalked, 
2-4 inches long, and deeply pinnatifid, ultimate segments oblong- 
rounded, entire or denticulate, usually with a tooth in the sinus at 
their base ; lower veins anastomosing in costal arches near the costa 
of the pinnules and along the midrib of the segments, other veins 

free and excurrent, or all the veins of 
the segment are free ; sori copious, usually 
in single rows on each side of the midrib, 
mixed with yellow glandular hairs ; in- 
dusium reniform, early fugacious. Hook. 
Syn. Fil. 295. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 134. 

North and East Bengal, base of the 
hills up to 2,000 feet elevation, Sikkim, 
Assam, Cachar, Khasya, Chittagong ; 
Birma, and Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Malay Islands, China, Poly- 
nesia, and North Australia.) 




PLEOCNEMIA LEUZEANA. 

{Hook.) 


GENUS LIIL— LASTREA. (Fresl.) 

(After Chev. de Lastre, a French nobleman.) 

Sori subglobose, dorsal or termination the veins ; indusium reni- 
form, attached by the sinus, or in the first four species sometimes 
orbicular ; veins all free ; fronds pinnate or compoundly 2-4 
pinnate. 

* Indusium reniform or orbicular , texture more or less coriaceous. 

1. Lastrea amabilis. (Bl. under Aspidium.) Rhizome 
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creeping ; stipes scattered, 6-12 inches long, slender, slightly scaly 
below ; fronds about 1 foot long, by 6-9 inches broad, with a pinnate 
apex and 2-6 lateral pinnae on each side, which are i-i£ inch 
broad, all simply pinnated or the lowest sometimes slightly compound 
at the base, pinnules subrhomboidal with the lower side much cut 
away |-i inch long, cut down about a third or half-way to the costa into 
rounded lobes which terminate with a long bristle, sometimes being 
more or less serrated ; texture subcoriaceous ; rachis and both 
surfaces naked ; veins pinnate in the lobes ; sori submarginal ; 
indusium reniform or orbicular. Bedd. F S. L t. 10 9. Aspidium 
amabile, Bl. En. Fl.Jav. Fil. p. 165. Hook. Syn. Fil. 254. Aspid. 
ihomboideum, Wall. Cat. 364. 

I keep this species in Lastrea as I have always found the 
involucres reniform; they appear, however, to be sometimes orbicular, 
so that the species has equal right to be a Polystichum. 

South India, on the Anamallays, Lower Pulneys, Travancore, 
and Tinnevelly Hills, 3,000-4,000 feet elevation ; Ceylon, central 
provinces; North India, Nepal, Jaintea, about 4,000 feet, rare. 

(Also in the Philippines and South China.) 

2. Lastrea aristata. (Sw. under Aspidium.) Rhizome long, 
creeping, very scaly ; stipes scattered, about 1 foot long, more or 
less fibrillose, as 7 are the miin and partial rachises ; fronds about 
12-15 inches long, deltoid in outline, pinnate at the apex, below 
which are 5-6 literal pinnae on each side, which, except the lower 
pair, are generally simply pinnate or with a tendency to be bipinnate 
in their upper basal pinnules, lower pair bipinnate towards the base, 
the lower basal pinnules being much the largest and quite pinnated, 
pinnules subrhoaiboidal with the lower base cut away, more or less 
lobed, the upper basal lobe being the deepest, lobes copiously 
toothed, teeth aristate ; texture more or less coriaceous ; veins 
pinnate in the lobes, the veinlets being simple or forked ; sori apical 
on the veinlets and well within the margin ; indusium reniform or 
orbicular. Bedd. F. S. /. t. 101 Aspidium aristatum, Sw . Syn . 
FiL 53 - 
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South India, very general in the Western forests of the Madras 
Presidency; Ceylon; Birma. 

I have always found the involucre strictly reniform, and Hooker 
has described it both under Polystichum and Lastrea (in the latter 
as lastrea platypus) ; it is a much less divided fern than coniifolia, 
besides having an utterly different caudex ; Mr. Clarke, who unites 
it with coniifolia, states, that he has never been able to see that a 
creeping caudex accompanies a less divided form, but Mr. Clarke's 
specimens are all typical coniifolia, and there is no aristata from the 
Himalayas in the Kew Herbarium, and only one poor specimen from 
Khasya, labelled Lastrea platypus. 

(Also in Japan, Formosa, South China, Java, Luzon, and 
Norfolk Island.) 

3. Lastrea affinis. ( Wall.) Very similar to aristata and 
amabilis, but the lower pinnae less compound than in aristata and 
often quite similar to the upper ones ; texture much more coriaceous 
and sori very large. Wall. Cat. 370. Lastrea aristata, var. Hamil- 
tonii, Bedd. Fern. Sup . pi. 369. Hook. Syn . Fil. 256. As- 
pidium speciosum (Don.), Aspidium aristatum, var. affinis, and var. 
assamica, Clarke , l. c. 511. 

I formerly considered this species a variety of aristata, I have 
never seen it growing, but Mr. Clarke tells that the rhizome is erect 
and not creeping, so I cannot consider it a variety of either aristata 
or amabilis. 

Sikkim, Nepal, Assam, Jaintea. 

4. Lastrea coniifolia. (Wall.) Rhizome erect; stipes 
tufted; fronds very large, ovate, 2-3 feet long, 4-5 pinnate, ultimate 
pinnules and segments small, coriaceous shining, aristate ; sori large 
or small; indusium reniform or orbicular. Bedd. F B. I. 261. As- 
pidium, Wall. Cat 341. 

I have always found the involucres reniform in their young 
stage, I have had both this and aristata in cultivation on the Nilgiris 
for many years, and they show no tendency to run one into the 
other. 
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Himalayas, Kumaon to Bhotan, 4,000- iq,ooo feet, Khasya, 
3,000-6,000 feet ; South India on the Western mountains ; Ceylon; 
Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Natal, Samoa, and Australia.) 

* * Indusium always reniform . 

t Pinna subentire or only slightly lobed {except tn forms v and S 

of Walker ce.) 

5. Lastre a cuspid ata. {Mett. under Aspidium.) Stipes about 


1 foot long, reddish as is the rachis, 



H9U9. 

LASTREA CUSPIDATA. 


{Mett.) 


scaly towards the base; fronds 1-3 
feet long, pinnae numerous, linear- 
lanceolate from a broad base, 4- 
6 inches long, 4-f inch broad, 
cuspidate at the base, very shal- 
lowly lobed (not J to the rachis), 
the lobes sharply serrated ; texture 
scarcely coriaceous; rachis and 
both surfaces naked ; veins pin- 
nate with 3-4 veinlets on each 
side ; sori towards the base of 
the vehtfets ; indusium reniform, 
fugacious. Mett. Farngatt. Pheg . 
and Asp. 92. Polypodium elon- 
gitum, Wall. Cat. 309. Bedd. 
F B. 1 . t. 1 18. Nephrodium 
cuspidatum, Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 
26 o. 

Khasya Hills, 3,000-4,000 
feet elevation, near Shillong. 


6. Lastrea hirtipes (Bl. under Aspidium.) Caudex erect; 
s’ipes tufted up to about 1 foot long, densely clothed, as is the 
rachis, with long blackish hair-like scales ; fronds up to 3 feet long, 
pinnae numerous, linear-lanceolate from abroad base, 4-8 inches long, 
by nearly 1 inch broad, with broad shallow lobes reaching i to l 
towards the rachis, lower ones not reduce 1 ; texture herbaceous ; 
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surfaces naked ; veins pinnate ; veinlets 4-5 on a side ; sori low 
down on the veinlets, indusium reniform. Bl. En . Pl.Jav.Fil 148. 
Bedd. F S. /. t. 96. Asp. atratum, Wall . Cat. 380. 

rfimalayas, 5,000-9,000 feet, from Nepal to Bhotan, Khasya 
4,000-6,000 feet ; South India, Nilgiris, &c. ; Ceylon ; Biroaa. 

(Also in the Malay Islands and Polynesia.) 

7. Lastrea Walker.e. ( Hook under Polypodium) Stipes 
up to 1 V foot long, clothed with linei r 'c'des ; fronds up to 3 feet long, 
oblong-lanceolate, pinnate ; pinnae unear-lanceolate, short-stalked, 
acuminate, slightly crenate 
along the margins, lower ones 
about 6 inches long, by about 
1 inch broad, lower base cut 
away, upper base square ; tex- 
ture subcoriaceous, glabrous ; 
veins in pinnate groups; sori 
2-3 serial, between the midrib 
and the margin, dorsal on the 
veinlets ; indusium reniform, 
very fugacious. Poly podium 
Walkerse, Hook. Syn. Fil. 1 st 
ed. p. 305. Lastrea, 2Jid 
cd. 493. Bedd. F S. /. t. 

2 34 * 

Ceylon. 

VaR. ji MACROCAR PA. 

Fronds very large, the pinnae 
slightly lobed, often fur- 
nished with a large auricle at the superior base. Bedd. F. S. /. 

2 35 - 

Ceylon. 

Var. y pinnatifida. Pinnae pinnatifid nearly to the rachis, 
leaving only a broad wing along the rachis, lower ones sometimes 
pinnate. Bedd . L c. t. 235. 



LAb l'REA HIRTITES. (/>/.) 
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VaR* S bipInnata. Pinnae sub-bipinnate. Bedd. 1 . c . /. 235. 

Ceylon. 

1 1 Pinna cut more than half-way to the rachis , compound in Home 
forms of Filix Mas. 

A. Veins generally simple . 

8. Lastrea gracilescens. (BL) Stipes tufted, long, slender ; 
fronds oblong-lanceolate, pinnate, lower pinnae scarcely reduced, often 
deflexed, rachises pilose above, pinnae cut down nearly to the rachis, 
segments narrow-oblong, obtuse/not much narrowed upwards, veins 
about six on each side of the costule, the two lowest terminating 
above the sinus, all generally simple, rarely forked, sori medial on 
the veins, indusium glabrous or minutely pilose. Aspidium graci- 
lescens, BL En. PL Jav. FiL 155. Hook . Syn . Fil. 262. Bedd. 
F B. I t. 253. Clarke , F. N. I. 513 in part \ 

Mr. Clarke includes here L. flaccida (Hooker 1 , which is certainly 
a mistake ; he also includes the Assam forms of L. immersa {Bedd. 
F B. I. 252) united w T ith the Malay Peninsula plant by Hooker; 
in this he may be correct, as this plant appears distinct from the 
Malay one, it is however, much larger than any of Mr. Clarke’s 
specimens of gracilescens, and has more veins to the segments. 

Nepal, Sikkim, 6,000-8,000 feet elevation, Khasya, 4,000 feet ; 
South India, Mudumally forests, a small form. 

(Also in China, Japan and Java.) 

Mr. Clarke’s variety decipiens (Darjeeling, 7,000 feet, and Khasya, 
Dingling, 5,000 feet) has the fronds shorter and more deltoid, and 
the veins often branched with the sorus subterminal on the upper 
branch ; it is probably a distinct species. His variety hirsutipes only 
differs in having the stipes hirsute and in being of rather thicker 
texture (Khasya and Jaintea, 4,000-5,000 feet); his variety didy- 
mochloenoides has longer narrower pinnae with vefy large sori, but 
runs into the type. 

9. Lastrea immersa. (Bl) Caudex creeping, stipes elongated 
3-4 feet long, fronds rather coriaceous in texture, pinnate, ovate 
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oblong, or oblong in outline, pinnae 6-10 inches long, sessile, about 
1 inch broad, cut down close to the rachis, glabrous above on the 
segments, or with occasionally a few distant inconspicuous hairs on 
the viens, the rachis strigose, frosted beneath on the veins and 
rachis with minute yellow glandular dots; segments linear, rather 
distant; veins simple (or the lowest one very rarely forked), 12-14 
or even more on each side of the costa ; sori medial, one to each 
vein, much immersed, the depression plainest on the upper side, 
indusium large, persistent, reniform, but appearing orbicular from the 
overlapping at tlv* sinus. Aspidium immersum, BL En. Fil. 156. 
Nephrodium immersum, Hook. Sp. FiL 112. Syn. FiL 263. 

Malacca and the Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Philippines and New Caledonia.) 

Mr. Clarke considers that the Assam plant ( Bedd . F. B . I. t. 
252) should be referred to gracilescens, it is of a different texture, less 
cut down, and with much fewer veins. 

10. Lastrea calcar ata. (BL) Caudex erect, stout, stipes 
tufted, fronds lanceolate pinnate, sometimes with auricles below, up 
to about 2 feet long, pinnae spreading 1-4 inches long by £ inch to 
nearly 1 inch broad, cut down two-thirds or more towards the rachis 
into oblique falcate linear oblong segments, the upper basal one 
sometimes considerably longer than the others, rachis villous, under 
surface more or less villous, upper surface villous, or glabrous 
except the secondary rachis, ve inlets 3-8 on a side, simple, sori 
medial, involucre glabrous or villous. Asp. calcaratum, BL En . 
FiL Jav. p. 159. Lastrea calcarata, Hook. Sp. FiL iv. 93, and 
falciloba, p. 108. 

Var. ciliata, type (Wall. Cat. 351), texture herbaceous, lowest 
pinnules deflexed, no auricles on the stem ; stipes rounded, pinnae 
about 4 inches long, caudate at the apex, nearly 1 inch broad ; 
indusium hairy or glabrous. Lastrea falciloba, Bedd . F. S. /. 105. 
Asp. ciliatum, Wall. Cat. 351, and Asp. canum, Wall. Cat. 387. 
Nephr. ciliatum, Clarke , F N. I. 515, except syn. L. Bergiana 
(Bedd), which is L. cana (Baker). 
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South India, very common in all the Western forests ; and in 
Ceylon (exactly corresponding with Wallich's two type sheets). 
Specimens sent from both these localities were partly referred 
by Hooker to his calcarata and partly to falciloba, but he doubted 
whether the two species were really distinct. Also in Khasya, the 
Himalayas ; Birma. 

Asp. calcaratum, var./3. Thw. En . 391, L. calcarata, Bedd 
F S. I. t. 246, is an abnormal form, with small narrow pinnae taper- 
ing at both ends and less pinnatifid, except sometimes quite at the 
base, where the segments are almost free and distant ; but, as Thwaites 
says, it passes into the type. A form from Birma also has very narrow 
pinnae and is densely hairy. 

Var. /3 sericea. (J. Scott, MS.) Pinnae short oblong, 1-2 inches 
long by inch broad, quite obtuse at the apex, or ending in a 
short sudden point (never caudate), invoiucre glabrous, otherwise as 
in the type. L. sericea, Bedd. F. B. I. t. 308. This is, perhaps, 
scarcely distinct as a variety from the type, but its geographical limits 
are curious, in North India it has only been found in Chittagong, 
elevation 200 feet, and in South India only on the Jeypore Hills 
west of Vizagapatam, elevation 2,000 feet. I have had it for several 
years in cultivation and it quite kept its character. 

Var. y falciloba. (Clarke.) Stipes angled and furnished 
with auricles below the frond ; pinnae more numerous and narrower, 
4 inches long by \ inch broad ; texture subcoriaceous (more like 
ochthodes) ; indusium glabrous. Lastrea falciloba, Hook. Sp. Fit. iv. 
p. 108, in part only. Aspidium hirsutulum, Wall. Cat. 7083, type 
sheet example b, has no auricles on the stipe, and appears to me to 
belong to the type (ciliata), it only consists of a single small frond, 
and might belong to either, but I fear falci’oba and ciliata are not 
well defined as varieties, but run one into the oiher. Clarke , 
F. N. I. 515, excl. t. 105, Bedd. F. S. I. 

Khasya and Sikkim mountains up to 3,000 feet and river banks 
in the plains. 

(Clarke's variety pubera does not belong here, WML Cat \ 
338, being Nephrodium arbuscula (typical), and from the Sirumal- 
lays near Dindigal, not from Nepal. 
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1 1. Lastrea viscosa. (/. Sm.) Stipes 6 inches or more long, 
firm, erect, reddish-brown, slightly scaly, finely villous; fronds 9-12 
inches long, 4-5 inches broad, oblong-lanceolate, pinnae close 2-3 
inches long, the lower ones somewhat reduced and deflexed, cut 
nearly to the rachis into close spreading linear-oblong ^bes 
under 1 line broad, textures herbaceous, colour dark green ; rachis 
villous, under surface densely glandular, veinlets 5-6 on a side, sori 
medial. Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 264. Bedd. F B. /. t. 334. 

Malay Peninsula, at Malacca. 

(Also in the Philippines and 1 Borneo.) 

12. Lastrea crassifolia. (Bl.) Stipes tufted 1 J foot long, 
channelled above slightly hirsute ; fronds deltoid ovate, firm her- 
baceous, pinnate, pinnae pinnatifid, rachis, costa and costules beneath 
hirsute, the rest glabrous, pinnae petiolate (petioles \ inch long) or 
subsessile, lower ones not reduced in size, pinnatifid nearly two-thirds 
down to the rachis, segments obtuse sub falcate subentire, basal ones 
reduced in size, costa deeply channelled above, veinlets simple, the 
lower pair free (as in Lastrea) or joining just before entering the sinus 
of the segments (as in Nephrodium) remaining ones simple (or rarely 
forked) sori one on, or a little below the centre of each vein, 
involucre reniform glabrous. Aspidium, BL En. Fil. Jav. 158. Hook . 
Syn . Fil. 266. Lastrea nephrodioides, Bedd. F. B. I. t . 199. 

Birma and the Malay Peninsula. I also have a specimen 
collected in Sikkim, 3,000 feet elevation, by the late Mr. Atkinson, 
which I refer here, as it exactly corresponds in venation ; the pinnae, 
however, are subsessile, and the upper basal segment (or pinnule) 
somewhat enlarged. 

(Also in the Philippines and Java.) 

13. Lastrea cana, (Baker.) Stipes densely tufted, 6-10 inches 
long, finely villous and often furnished with pellucid scales, chiefly 
towards the base; fronds 8-12 inches long, elongate lanceolate, not 
narrowed at the base, or suddenly or gradually narrowed into 
auricles on the stipe, pinnate with numerous pinnae, central ones two 
inches long by i inch broad, cut down nearly to the rachis into close 
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crenated lobes, texture herbaceous, rachis slender, villous, and both 
sides slightly so, veinlets 6-8 on a side, simple (very rarely forked) ; 
sori small medial on the veins, indusium reniform, glabrous or pilose. 
Baker, Hook . Syn. FiL 267, not Wailich, Bedd. F. B. /. /. 307. 
L. Bergiana, Bedd. F B. I. Suppl. t. 370. Aspid. appendiculatum, 
Wall. Cat. 349, type sheet only. Aspid. eberneum, Wall. Cat. 
389 , type sheet only. 

Himalayas near Simla, Sikkim, Yakla 8,000 feet elevation. 
Mr. Clarke thinks this may be only a variety of ochthodes, but it has 
no glands at the base of the pinnae, the 
texture also is different, and it is more 
hairy. 

14. Lastrea Beddomei. (Baker). 

Rhizome slender, wide creeping ; stipes 
6-9 inches long, slender, glossy ; fronds 
piftnate up to about 1 foot long, lanceo- 
late elliptic, central pinnae the largest, 
about inches long, f inch broad, 
cut down almost to the rachis into close 
rather acute entire segments under 1 line 
broad, lower pinnae distant and dwin- 
dling down very gradually, texture 
rather firm, veins beneath furnished 
sparingly with longish white needle-like 
hairs, veinlets 4-5 on each side, simple 
sori near the margin. Baker, Hook. 

Syn. FiL p. 267. L. gracilescens, Bedd. 

F. S. /. /. no. 

South India on the Travancore and Tinnevelly Mountains in 
swampy ground. Ceylon, common in swampy places about Newera 
Elya. A pretty delicate species much cultivated at Ootacamund. 

15. Lastrea Elwesii. (Baker.) Stipe not seen, main rachis 
minutely pubescent; fronds oblong-lanceolate, narrowed from the 
midrib at both ends, 16 inches long, by 4^ inches broad, glabrous, 
pinnate ; pinnae patent, subobtuse, cut down only one-half towards 
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the midrib ; segments broad, short, obtuse, lower pinnae much de- 
flexed and gradually shorter ; texture moderately firm, surfaces naked, 
bright green ; veinlets distant, simple, about 4 on each side ; sori 
small marginal ; indusium small fugacious. Hook. Syn. FiL 497. 
Bedd. Fern. Sup. t. 376. 

Sikkim (Elwes, only once collected, and a single frond without 
stipe.) 

16. Lastrea ochthodes. {Kze.) Caudex erect, stipes tufted, 
1-2 feet- long, firm, naked or nearly so ; fronds 2-4 feet long, 8-12 
inches broad ; pinnae |-i inch broad, cut down nearly to the rachis 
into entire or bluniish, often falcate segments 1-1J lines broad, with 
a prominent gland at the base beneath, the lower ones gradually 
retluced ; texture subcoriaceous ; rachis and underside more or less 
villous; veinlets prominent, simple 10-15 on a side; sori submar- 
ginal. Aspidium octhodes, Kze. in Linncea , xxiv. 282. Bedd. 
F. S. 1 . t. 106. Nephrodium prolixum, Baker , Syn. FiL 268. 

Northern India, throughout the Himalayas and Khasya Moun- 
tains ; South India and Ceylon, throughout the mountain forests ; 
Malay Peninsula. 

Var. /3 tylodes. ( Kze .) More coriaceous, rachis and under- 
side glabrous, lower pinnae not gradually reduced, but suddenly 
abortive and reduced to tuberculated glands, sori at the base of the 
veins, close to the costules. Bedd. F S. I. t. 107. 

South India mountains, rare, and probably the same localities as 
ochthodes ; it is, I believe, quite entitled to rank as a species. 
I have had both in cultivation for many years, and Mr. Thwaites, 
who cultivated them in Ceylon, considered them distinct species. 

17. Lastrea Fairbankii. {Bedd.) Caudex long creeping, as 
thick as a crow quill, very black, glabrous, but furnished with a few 
scales, copiously rooting, stipes 8-20 inches long stramineous, black 
at the base, rachis channelled above, glabrous or slightly pubescent 
with weak glandular hairs ; fronds coriaceous 6-10 inches or more 
long, narrow oblong pinnated, pinnae opposite or alternate, sessile or 
nearly so, i-ii inches long, less than J inch broad, linear obtuse or 
acuminate at the apex, pinnatifid nearly to the rachis, the lower ones 
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reduced in size and often more distant, the partial rachis channelled 
and glabrous on the upper side, slightly pubescent or glabrous 
beneath, and there furnished with numerous broad- ovate or lunate 
very transparent scales, segments oblong to ovate entire much 
recurved at the margins ; veins more or less undulate ; veinlets 
simple excurrent at the margin ; sori one on the centre of each vein- 
let ; involucre reniform, fimbriate at the margin. Bedd. F B. L 
t 254. 

Pulney Mountains, in swamps about the south base of Peermall 
Malley, 4,000 feet elevation. It was also formerly found about the 
lake at Kodiekarnal on the same mountains, but has disappeared 
from that locality. In my Supplement I have reduced it to 
thelypteris , but now believe it to be distinct. In its reduced lower 
pinnae it approaches Beddomei , but it is much more rigid in texture, 
and its scaly secondary rachis is quite unlike that fern. I hope it 
may be further collected. There is a specimen in the British 
Museum. 

B. Veins forked 

1 8. Lastrea thelypteris. (Desv.) Rhizome slender, wide- 
creeping, stipes about 1 foot long, slender stramineous ; fronds 
1-2 feet long, 4-6 inches broad, lanceolate, truncate at the base ; 
pinnae spreading, % inch broad, cut down very nearly to the rachis into 
entire spreading linear oblong lobes, those of the barren frond the 
broadest, lower pinnae equalling the others, veins forked (upper ones 
simple) texture herbaceous, rachis and both sides naked, sori small, 
not confluent, in rows near the recurved edge ; indusium small incon- 
spicuous. Desv. in Mem. Soc . Linn. 6. 257. Bedd. F. B. /. /. 44. 
Hook. Syn. Fil. 271'. 

South India, on the Nilgiris, swamps near Ootacamund ; 
North India, Kashmir, Bandipoor, City Lake, 5,600 feet elevation, 
Kunawur, 6,000 feet. 

(Also in Europe, North Asia, North America, Cape Colony and 
New Zealand.) 

19. Lastrea grisea. (Baker.) Stipes firm, erect, grey, villous 
upwards ; fronds i-J— 2 feet long, 8-9 inches broad, oblong-lanceolate 
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pinnae close, 3-4 inch long, } inch broad, narrowed gradually 
from the base to the apex, cut down nearly to the rachis into blunt, 



LASTREA THELYPTERIS. (DcsV.) 

entire lobes, 2 lines broad, with recurved edges ; texture subcoriaceous ; 
sachis villous, and veins beneath slightly so ; veinlets about 10 on a 
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side, mostly forked; sori small, submarginal; involucre ciliated. 
Hook. Syn. FiL p. 271. Bedd \ F. B. 1 . t. 335. 

South India, near Cochin, only once collected. 

20. Lastrea fuscipes. {Wall.) Stipes tufted, slender 6-12 
inches long, dark purplish-brown, scaly below, fronds 12-24 inches 
long, 6-12 inches broad, oblong-lanceolate, pinnate; pinnae 3-6 
inches long, 1 inch broad, the lowest pair rather shorter than the 
others, and deflexed, and with some of its lower segments often 
elongated ; segments cut down to a broadly-winged rachis, linear- 
oblong, blunt, entire or slightly crenate ; texture herbaceous, 
rachis polished like the stipe; veinlets 6-8 on each side, simple 



or forked, generally excurrent when sterile, but terminating well 
within the margin when fertile ; sori generally apical on a veinlet, 
sometimes well below the apex; indusium reniform fugacious. 
Wall. Cat. 361. Lastrea melanopus, Hook. Sp. Fil. iv. no. 
Bedd. F. B. I. f. 38. L. sagenioides, Hook. Syn. Fil. 271. Poly- 
podium obscurum, H>ok. Sp. Fil. iv. 237. Syn. Fil. 308. 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 230. 

Birma and the Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Philippine Islands.) 

The type sheet of Aspidium fuscipes in Wallic/is Herbarium , No. 
361, is this plant , but the other sheets are Pleocnemia inembranifolia , 

21. Lastrea svrmatica. (Willd. under Aspidium). Stipes 
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tufted, i~2 feet long, naked, straw-coloured ; fronds up to about 5 feet 
long pinnate; pinnae shortly stalked up to about 1 foot long by il 
inch broad, cut down to a broadly winged rachis, the lower ones 
scarcely reduced; segments J inch broad, slightly toothed, rather 
distant, with a tooth in the sinus between them, glabrous or sub- 
glabtous, scarcely coriaceous in texture ; rachises glabrous on both 
sides; veins all forked 10-15 on each side; sori small in a single row 
on each side of the costule, nearer the margin than the costule, 
always medial on the superior veinlet (never terminal) ; indusium 

reniform glabrous. Willd . Sp. PL v. 
237. Hook . Syn . Fil. 272. L. specta- 
bilis, Hook. Sp. Fil. iv. 115. Bedd. F. 
S. I. t. 108. 

Mr. Baker says that the groups of 
veins often join, this I have not 
seen in my specimens ; but very 
rarely the two forks of the vein join 
each other before running out at the 
margin; the veinlet is also always con- 
tinued beyond the sorus, I have never 
found a terminal sorus, though they 
often appear to be so until the frond is 
held up to the light. 

South India, not common ; Carcoor 
ghat, 2,000-2,500 feet; Anamallays and 
Travancore Hills. Ceylon, forests of 

LASTREA FLACCIDA. ( Hook .) - . , . xt 

' the central provinces ; North India, 
Sikkim, Assam and Khasya, up to no great elevation ; Birma and 
Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Philippines.) 

22. Lastrea flaccida. ( Hook .) Stipes tufted, about 1 foot long, 
slender, glabrous, fronds, i-i£ feet long, pinnate; pinnae very flaccid 
and membranaceous, 3-4 inches long by nearly 1 inch broad, cut down 
to the rachis, which has a very distinct narrow wing quite square with 
the rachis, between the pinnules ; pinnules oblong from a very square 
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base, and obtuse at the apex, rather deeply lobed (about half down) ; 
the segments being falcate, lower pinnae somewhat distant and a little 
reduced in size, and sometimes deflexed ; main rachis slightly 
hairy, partial rachis costules and veins furnished with longish weak 
brown hairs above, and beneath with long white needle-like hairs ; 
veins pinnate in the ultimate segments in fully developed fronds, 
forked or even simple in smaller examples ; sori generally terminal 
or near the apex of a veinlet ; indusium small reniform. Hook. Syn. 
Fil. p. 274. Bedd. F S. I t. 250. 

Mr. Clarke has joined this with L. gracilescens , but quite wrongly 
in my opinion , its real affinity is with L . tenericaulis , which it strongly 
resembles , and of which it may be a more simple form . 

South India, Travancore Hills, rare. Ceylon, about Newera 
Elya and the highest part of central provinces. Himalayas up to 
6,000 feet. 

(Also in Java.) 

23. Lastrea Brunoniana. ( Wall.) Stipes tufted, 4-6 inches 
long, black, densely clothed with large dark-brown lanceolate scales, 
fronds 12-18 inches long, 2-4 inches broad, with numerous close 
subequal oblong-lanceolate blunt pinnae, the lower ones reduced, the 
largest \\-2 inches long, } inch broad, cut down nearly to the 
rachis into sharply toothed rounded lobes 1J-2 lines broad, texture 
herbaceous, rachises ebeneous and more or less clothed with long 
fibrillose scales, under surfaces naked, sori copious, medial on the 
veinlets. Asp. Brunonianum, Wall. Cat. 344. Hook . Syn. Fil. 274. 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 37 . 

Himalayas, 11,000 to 16,000 feet, Kashmir to Bhotan. Very 
like L. odontoloma in texture and cutting, knowing so little of the 
plant as I do, I should not like to suggest it is the same, but I had 
great difficulty in distinguishing between some specimens of these 
two in the Kew Herbarium, and Mr. Clarke named one specimen he 
gave me of this “ odontoloma.” 

24. Lastrea barbigera. {Hook.) Stipes tufted, 6-12 inches 
long, densely clothed with large bright-brown scales and soft silky 





248 Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 


hairs ; fronds 2-3 feet long ;• pinnae close, lanceolate, 4-6 inches long, 
i-ii inch broad, gradually reduced below; pinnules oblong, blunt, 
usually distinct, sometimes subpinnatifid, the segments with copious 
aristate teeth, the edge often incurved ; texture herbaceous ; rachises 
clothed like the stipe; midrib beneath rather scaly; sori in rows 
close to the midrib of the pinnules. Hook. Syn. Fil. 274. Bedd. 
F B. I t 227. L. Falconeri, Hook . Syn . Fil. 277. Bedd. F. B . I. 
t. 41. 

Himalayas; Kashmir to Sikkim, 11,000-15,000 feet elevation. 
Nearly allied to Brunoniana if it be really distinct, which I doubt. 

25. Lastrea odontoloma. (Moore.) Stipes 6 inches, soft 
thick chestnut-coloured, with scattered deciduous lax lanceolate scales ; 
fronds up to 10 inches long, by 6-8 inches broad, oblong-lanceolate, 
truncate at the base ; pinnae often widened at the base, 2-pinnate ; 
secondary pinnae elliptic-oblong, pinnatifid (sometimes deeply) ; seg- 
ments rounded, sharply serrate ; texture thin becoming hyaline 
towards the margin ; venation subflabellate ; involucre fimbriate. 
Clarke, F PI. /. /. 521. L. Filix-mas, var. odontoloma, Hook. Syn. 
Fil.p . 498. Bedd. F Sap. t. 373, not F S. I. t. 114 (7 vhich is typical 
Filix-mas.) 

Himalayas, Chumba to Bhotan, 11,000-16,000 feet elevation. 

I have followed Mr. Clarke in separating this from Filix-mas, 
but I fear I may be wrong in so doing, as specimens of Mr. Clarke’s 
Filix-mas, var. panda seem to connect this with that protean species; 
but if it goes into Filix-mas, Brunoniana and barbigera must also be 
referred there. I find the greatest difficulty in distinguishing between 
this species and Brunoniana, the fimbriate involucre and the truncate 
base to the frond, seem the only reliable characters, the former, how- 
ever, is of no specific value, and the latter I fear is not constant 
(unless I still confuse the species), as some specimens which I 
believe to be Brunoniana, and decided by Mr. Clarke to be such, 
have the fronds without reduced pinnae at the base. 

26. Lastrea Filix-mas. (Linn, under Polypodium .) Stipes 
tufted, more or less clothed with scales, fronds up to about 
4 feet long, and about 1 foot broad pinnate to sub-bipinnate ; 
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pinnae lanceolate, cut down nearly (scarcely ever quite) to the rachis 
into close, blunt, regular segments which are subentire, crenate, or 
serrulate, lower pinnae sometimes gradually reduced, sometimes not 
at all so ; texture generally more or less coriaceous, rachis scaly or 
glabrous, under surface generally naked, sometimes fibrillose, veins 
forked, or the lower ones pinnate, sori medial, involucre large, reniform 
glabrous. Polyp. Filix-mas, L. Sp.PL 1551. Hook . Syn. FiL 
p . 272; Sp. FiL iv. 11 6. Lastrea 
odontoloma. Bedd. F S. 1. 1. 1 1 (typical 
Filix-mas). Clarke , F N. /. p. 519. 

Throughout the Indian region, but 
generally confined to considerable ele- 
vations on the mountains. 

(Also found throughout the world 
(in temperate places) except in Australia 
and k America south of Peru). 

VAR. (i PARALLELOGRAMMA. (Hook. 

Sp. FiL iv. 1 16.) Pinnate, rarely 
sub-bipinnate, pinrire often reduced 
towards the base, segments oblong-pa- 
rallelogram, generally close and com- 
pact, entire, crenated or serrated. 

I include under this as sub-varieties, 
patentissima, fibrillosa, apiciflora, nidus, 
and Clarkei. Taking patentissima (com- 
mon throughout the Indian region) as the 
type, they all show very slight differences, 
and these are not constant ; apiciflora , 
which has generally been made a dis- 
tinct species, is remarkable on account of the sori being confined to 
the apex of its segments ; Mr. Clarke has, however, found it frequently 
with the sori scattered, though he says it can be distinguished by being 
remarkably free from fibrillae and hairs, but I have specimens which I 
gathered, near Darjeeling, with fibrillae on all the veins beneath ; 
the fronds are aenerallv more truncate at the base than mtentissima, 
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but I have specimens where the pinnae are gradually reduced ; the 
involucre is reniform, or quite circular from the overlapping at 
the sinus. Himalayas, Nepal to Bhotan, 7,500-11,000 feet elevation, 
Bedd. F B. L t. 40. — Nidus . Tufts very circular, fronds small, 
lower pinnae a little reduced and de flexed, segments few, sori 
scattered, but with a tendency to be apical. Sikkim, 9,000-12,000 
feet. Bedd. F B. I. Sup. t. 372. — Clarkei. Tufts circular, fronds 
tapering much at the base, almost down to the caudex ; much 
smaller than the type, but quite running into it. Sikkim, 9,000- 
11,000 feet. Bedd. Fern Sup.J. 371. Colonel Dyas sent this 
from Dalhousie with the under surface \ ery fibrillose (vide specimen in 
British Museum). — Fibrillosa differs only in having the under 
surfaces of the pinnae copiously clothed with fibribse. N. W. Hima- 
layas, 9,000-12,000 feet from Kumaon to West Kashmir. 

Var. y elongata. (Hook and Grei '. Ic. t. 234.) Fronds trun- 
cate at the base, bi-tripinnaie, or sometimes pinnate only in forms 
from high elevations, ultimate segments generally narrowed upwards 
from abroad base, rachises glabrous or scaly. Hook. Sp. Fil. iv. 117. 
Bedd. F S. I. 112. Var. marginata, Clarke , plate 71. Aspid. 
Canariense, A . Brown. 

South India on the Western mountains, 4,000-6,000 feet ele- 
vation ; Ceylon ; Himalayas and Khasya, 5,000-9,000 feet elevation. 
Aspidium rigidum (Desv.) seems quite to run into this. Asp. 
Schimperianum ( Hochst .) [intermedia, Bedd. F. S. 1 . 1 . 113], is only 
a form at a higher elevation, 2 -pinnate or 1* pinnate, with often very 
large sori ; but it quite runs into the type. Nilgiris, higher elevations. 
Himalayas, 7,000-12,000 feet. This can always be distinguished 
from large forms of sparsa by the lower basal pinnules of the lowest 
pinnse not being elongated. 

Var. S cochleata. (Don.) Fronds truncate at the base, 
generally dimorphic, pinnate or sub-bipinnate in the sterile, bipin- 
nate in the fertile ; involucres very large and completely covering the 
under surface of the contracted fertile pinnules, but the broadtr 
fronds are sometimes partially, or even wholly, in fructification; 
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rachises glabrous, or sometimes scaly. JDon . Prod. FI. Nep. 6 
Bedd. F. S. I. t. 115. Aithobotrys macrocarpa. Wall. Cat. 395. 

North India up to 4,000 feet elevation ; South India, Western 
mountains 2,000-4,000 feet ; Malay Peninsula. A very distinct 
looking plant in its typical form at low elevations, but running ii to 
elongata at higher elevations (vide forms of my collecting on the 
Nilgiris and Brumagherries in the British Museum). 

Var. £ panda. ( Clarke , 

F N. I. p. 519, t. 68, pig. 1.) 

Fronds simply pinnate, truncate 
at the base, narrow oblong, 
pinnaj pinnatifid towards 
the midrib, segments sub- 
spinulose. 

Himalayas, Dhurmsala, 
f 0,000-1 1,000 feet elevation. 

This has much the aspect of 
odontoloma, and it will pro- 
bably prove to be a luxuriant 
form of that plant ; if a 
variety of Filix-mas. it cer- 
tainly connects odontoloma 
with it. 

t t t Fronds compomid, 2- ^-pinnate. 

27. Lastrea rigid a. (Desv.) Stipes tufted, 6 inches long, 
densely clothed below with large lanceolate or ovate scales ; fronds 
up to 2 feet long, oblong-lanceolate, largest pinnae 3-4 i inches long, 
i-i£ inch broad, the pinnules of the lower half free ovate rhomboidal, 
cut down nearly to the rachis below, teeth mucronate ; texture herba- 
ceous ; rachises usually scaly, under side naked or slightly glandular ; 
veinlets subpinna te in the lower lobes of the pinnules; sori near* the 
midrib; indusium firm prominent. Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 275. Clarke , 
F. N. I. p. 523. 

Very near L. Filix-mas elongata, and I cannot say I know any 
character to distinguish it. 
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Himalayas, Kashmir to Kumaon 6,000-8,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Europe, Caucasus, and Cabul). 

28. Lastrea spinulosa. (Besv.) Stipes tufted, about 1 foot 
long, sparingly clothed with ovate concolorous scales; fronds 12-18 
inches long, 6-8 inches broad, oblong-lanceolate ; lower pinnae sub- 
deltoid, 3-4 inches long, i-J— 2 inches broad, the lowest pair about 
equal to the next ; pinnules ovate-lanceolate, the largest about 1 inch 
long, i inch broad, cut down to the rachis below into close oblong 
lobes with copious aristate teeth ;, texture herbaceous; rachis stra- 
mineous, scarcely scaly ; under surface not glandular ; colour pale- 
green ; involucre not gland-ciliated. Hook . Brit. F. t. 20. 

Var. y remota. (. A . Br.) Scales lanceolate, concolorous, 
extending to the rachis; fronds oblong-lanceolate, about 2 feet long, 
6 inches broad ; pinnae lanceolate, close ; pinnules ovate-oblong, 
only the lowest free, the largest about 1 inch long, £ inch broad, 
cut half-way down to the rachis or more, spinulose teeth few ; under 
side and involucre not glandular. Hook . Brit . %. t. 22. Bedd. 
F. B. I. t. 336. Asp. eberneum, Wall. Cat. 389, in part. 

Kashmir to Nepal, 6,000-9,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Northern and Alpine Europe, Asia and America.) 

29. Lastrea spars a. (Bon.) Rhizome short, suberect, 
densely covered with lanceolate-linear golden or reddish scales ; 
stipes long, 1 foot or more, with scattered scales ; main rachis 
generally glabrous or subglabrous ; fronds ovate, 2-3 pinnate, lowest 
pinnse the largest, deltoid, with their lower basal pinnules generally 
compound, pinnules deeply pinnatifid above, less so below, and 
more or less cut away at the base, ultimate segments oblong or some- 
what trapezoidal, coarsely toothed and often quite sharply serrated ; 
texture more or less coriaceous ; veins pinnate in the segments 
terminating within the margin ; sori either terminal on a veinlet or 
well below its apex; indusium reniform. Bon. Prod. FI. Nep. 6. 
Bedd. F S. I. t. 103. Hook. Syn. Fit. 276. Aspidium marginatum, 
Wall. Cat. 29 t, 2nd sheet. 
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Himalayas and Khasya, 2,000-6,000 feet, very common ; South 
India, abundant on all the Western mountains and on the hills on 
the East side ; Ceylon ; Birma and Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands, China, and Mauritius.) 

Var. ft nitidula. (Wall. Cat 392.) Stipes and rachis red, 
lower pinnae less divided, pinnules less cut ; indusium deciduous, 
Bcdd. F Sup. t 374. 

Nepal to Bhotan, 9,000-12,000 feet elevation. 

Var. y obtusissima. (Mett.) Base of stipe clothed with 
light brown broad chaffy scales, lower pinnae similar to the others ; 
frond less cut, the ultimate segments broader, shorter and blunter, 
oblong to obovate. Bcdd. F. Sup. 375. Kuhn. Lin . 36. 

Ceylon, Nepal. 

Var. S deltoidea. (Bcdd.) Fronds quite deltoid, the upper 
and lower basal pinnules being much reduced in size. Bedd. 
F. S. I. i. 248. 

Ceylon. 

Var. e minor. (Thw.) Fronds very small, often only 3 inches, 
simply pinnate, the pinnae only i inch broad, but in fructification, 
larger specimens, however, running into the smaller forms of 
deltoidea. 

Ceylon ; Simla, North Cachar. 

Var. Z Zeylanica. (Bcdd.) In texture and colour like obtu- 
sissima, but much more compound and the basal pinnules larger 
than the others, main secondary and tertiary rachises more or 
less matted with black adpressed fiattish scales ; base of stipes a 
cushion-like mass of long narrow golden scales. L. pulvinulifera, 
var. ft Zeylanica. Bedd. F Sup. p. 17. 

Ceylon, Blackpool. 

Var. rj undulata. ( Thw.) Pinnas deflexed, rachis and secon- 
dary rachis geniculate-flexuose. A very curious variety only found 
on the top of the hill over the Hackgalle Government Gardens, 
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Ceylon (near Newera Elya), 5,000 feet elevation. Lastrea undul&ta 
( Thw aites), Bedd . F S. /. t. 271. 

Mr. Clarke’s Variety latesquama, does not differ from what I 
consider the type of sparsa, which agrees exactly with Wall. Cat. 390, 
Asp. densum, and Wall. Cat. 7080, Asp. oppositum. 

30. Lastrea pulvinuufera. {Bedd) Stipe up to 30 inches 
long, furnished with a dense cushion -like mass of golden scales at 
the base (as in L. odorata), and clothed throughout (especially in the 
older specimens), as are therachis and partial rachises, with numerous 
narrow black scales, which proceed from a broad base, and which are 
generally more copious at the axils of the pinnae ; fronds ample, up to 
30 inches long (without the stipe) by 1 8 inches broad near the base, 
deltoid, tripinnate, coriaceous-herbaceous ; pinnae gradually decreasing 
in size from the base to the apex, lower pair opposite, large deltoid 
with the pinnules of the lower margin much the largest, remaining 
pinnae alternate or rarely subopposite or opposite ; pinnules up to 
4 inches long in the basal pinnae, with their secondary pinnules equal 
to the primary pinnules on the upper parts of the frond ; segments 
obtusely rounded, entire or lobed, and occasionally dentate or crenate, 
glabrous on both sides, but sometimes furnished with a few weak 
setae on the costules and veins on the upper side ; veinlets incon- 
spicuous, terminating within the margin ; sori terminal on the lower 
veinlet ; involucre reniform glabrous. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 333. Las- 
trea pulvinulifera (Baker), Hook . Syn. Fil. p . 500, in part only . 
Clarke , F JV. I. p. 525, in part only. Lastrea sparsa, var. squamulosa, 
Clarke , /. c. p. 524, in part . 

Sikkim, very, common about Darjeeling. Perhaps only a very 
compound form of sparsa. 

31. Lastrea Buchanani. {Baker) Stipes tufted up to 1 
foot long, dark coloured at the base, straw-coloured upwards, densely 
clothed as is the rachis, with long spreading rather rigid black hairs ; 
fronds ovate to deltoid, tripinnate, with the tertiary pinnules from 
subentire to pinnatifid, secondary rachis hairy, lowest pinnae largest 
deltoid unequal sided from being more compound at the base, 
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tertiary rachis a little scaly, ultimate segments oblong blunt; texture 
subcoriaceous ; veins pinnate or forked in the ultimate segments ; 
sori below the middle of the veins and near the costules (never apical 
on a veinlet as in pulvinulifera) ; involucre reniform, glabrous, per- 
sistent. Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 498. Lastrea pulvinulifera, Hook. 1 . c . 
500, in part only. Nephrodium pulvinulifera, Clarke , F. N. 1 . p . 
525, in part only. 

Himalayas, near Darjeeling, 7,500 feet elevation. 

(Also in Natal and Bourbon.) 

32. Lastrea spectabilis. {Wall, under Aspidium.) Stipes 
i-ii foot long and with the rachises purple-coloured and furnished 
with patent linear subulate reddish-brown scales; fronds 2-4 feet 
long, more than 1 foot broad, subdeltoid, tripinnate with the tertiary 
pinnules deeply pinnatifid, and their segments again crenated or 
serrated, lowest pinnae largest, deltoid, unequal-sided, the two lower 
basal secondary pinnae being much produced ; texture moderately 
firm, the costa of the pinnules and veins of the segments sparingly 
furnished with long weak setae most copious on the upper side, 
otherwise glabrous, sori medial on the upper basal veinlet of the 
segment; involucre reniform. Wall. Cat. 372. Clarke , F. JV. /. 
p. 526. Lastrea Hendersoni, Bedd. Fern Snp. t. 377. 

Khasya on Shillong Hill 5,000-6,500 feet elevation ; Nepal. 

33. Lastrea deparioides. {Moore under Diclisodon .) Stipes 
about 1 foot, long, firm, slightly scaly below ; fronds up to 2 feet 
long, oblong-lanceolate, bipinnate with the pinnules deeply p:n- 
natifid, pinnae 4-6 inches long, 2 inches broad, lanceolate, the 
secondary rachis with a very narrow inconspicuous wing, pin- 
nules stalked, deltoid, unequal sided, with broad blunt subquad- 
rangular lower segments and prominent teeth, texture rather 
firm, rachis and both surfaces naked ; sori terminal in the teeth 
which the convex involucres quite conceal. Diclisodon, Moore , 
Index Fil. 316. Lastrea deparioides, Bedd. F. S. /. /. 104. Hook. 
Syn. Fil. 277. 

South India, on the Anamallay Hills, 2,000 feet elevation ; 
Cevlon, southern provinces. 

t8 
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34, Lastrea Thwaitesii. {Baker,) Quite like the last in 
general outline and habit, except that the pinnules are less cut and 
the segments bluntly lobedinstead of having prominent teeth, and the 
sori just within the margin ; it is probably only a variety of depari- 
oides or the normal form of it, as that species is very abnormal in the 
genus. Hook, Syn. Fil, p. 277. L. concinna ( Thwaites ), Bedd, 
F, S. /. 246. 



{Moore.) 


Ceylon, southern pro- 
vinces, 2,000 feet elevation. 

35. Lastrea crenata. 
(Forsk under Foly podium.) 
Stipes up ij foot long, straw 
coloured, glossy, densely 
clothed at the base with a tuft 
of golden lanceolate-linear 
scales, fronds up to i| foot 
long, 3-4-pinnate deltoid, 
lowest pinnae much the largest 
deltoid, 6-9 inches long, 3-4 
inches broad, pinnules Ian- 
ceolate, often imbricated, with 
ovate or oblong pinnatifid 
segments, with blunt rounded 
lobes ; texture herbaceous, 


colour pale green ; rachises pilose or subgiabrous, surfaces pilose ; 
sori copious, medial on the veinlets ; indusium large, pale coloured, 
villous. Forsk. FI, Algypt.- Arab. 185. Lastrea eriocarpa ; {Decne.) 
Hook . Sp. Fil. iv. 141. Bedd. F S. /. t. 95. Nephrodium odoratum 
(Baker), Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 280. Aspidium pilosulum, Wall. Cat. 
337 ; and subdiaphanum, 343. 

Himalayas from Gurwhal to Bhotan, 2,000-7,000 feet elevation, 
Khasya, 2,000-4,500 feet, Chota Nagpore, 2,000-3,000 feet ; South 
India, on the Anamallays^PeringoondaHill, 5,000 feet, and elsewhere 
on the western ghats, but rare ; Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula. 
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(Also in Tropical Africa ; Mauritius ; South China.) 

36. Lastrea Parishii. {Hook.) Caudex .creeping, stipe 6-9 

inches long, slender, naked, ebeneous, fronds small, 6-8 inches each 
way, deltoid, the lower pinnae much the largest, lower pinnules larger 
than the others, which are oblong-lanceolate acuminate i\-2 inches 
long by 4-J inch broad, cut down 
nearly to the rachis into close oblong- 
lanceolate crenated lobes, texture mem- 
branaceous, rachises and under surfaces 
pubescent ; veinlets pinnate or forked 
in the lobes ; sori in two rows, not far 
from the midrib, apical on a vein let 
or situated well below the apex, indu- 
sium reniform. Hook . Syn. FiL /. 

281. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 43. 

Birma, Moulmein, moist shady 
places on limestone rocks. 

37. Lastrea sikkimensis. (Bedd. 
under Polys tichum .) Stipes and rachises 
rather copiously furnished with per- 
sistent ovate acute blackish scales, 
fronds ovate acuminate up to 3 feet 
long, subcoriaceous-membranaceous, bipinnate, primary pinnae 4-6 
inches long, oblong acuminate, secondary pinnules oblong, deeply 
pinnatifid, i inch to 1 inch long, tertiary pinnules sharply and 
deeply cut, with the segments acuminate and falcate, costa of the 
pinnules waved, veins simple or forked, terminating within the margin, 
sori generally one to each segment, terminal on a veinlet, involucre 
reniform. Polystichum sikkimense, Bedd. F.B.I. t. 127. Nephro- 
dium, Clarke , F. N. I. p. 525. Hook . Syn. FiL 256. 

Sikkim, Mon Lepcha, 10,000-12,000 feet elevation. 

38. Lastrea blumei. {Hook.) Stipes up to about 2 feet 
long, stout, very shaggy, with long linear rufous scales, rachises 
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rufous-pubescent, and copiously furnished with rufous scales, fronds 
very large ovate in outline, tripinnate, primary pinnae 10-15 inches 
long, tertiary pinnae i-i£ inch lorg, pinnatifid nearly to the rachis, the 
segments oblong entire or rarely rather deeply incised, sparingly 
hairy above, pubescent on the costa on both sides ; veinlets forked 
or simple; sori small medial on the veinlets; involucre reniform, 
glabrous. Lastrea Blumei, Hook. Sp. Fil. iv., 135, in part at least. 
Bedd. F. S. I. /. 249. L. intermedia (Baker), Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 
283. L. rhodolepis, Clarke , F. N. I. 526. 

North India, Sikkim, Assam and Kha^ya 5,000-7,000 feet ; 
Ceylon, common in the central provinces, 2,000-3,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Japan ; Malay Islands ; Polynesia.) 

Mr. Clarke states that it is not the intermedia of Blume. I do 
not know whether he is correct in this, but in any case a new name 
is unnecessary, as it has been published and figured as Blumei, a name 
otherwise unoccupied. 

39. Lastrea recedens. (/. Smith.) Rhizcme creeping, stipes 
erect, villous, clothtd at the base with linear scales ; fronds very large 
deltoid, 3-pinnate above, 4-pinnate below, with the quaternary 
pinnules deeply pinnatifid, lower pinnae up to nearly 2 feet long, (in 
large specimens) secondary pinnae on the lower side 9-10 inches 
long, quaternary pinnae j- inch long, the ultimate segments entire 
or slightly c-renated, texture herbaceous, rachises villous, under 
surface softly hairy on the veins, upper surface nearly glabrous 
except on the costules, veins forked, sori terminal on, or a little 
below, the apex of a veinlet. Phegopteris recedens (J. Smith), 
Hook. Jour, of Bot. iii. 394. Lastrea recedens, Bedd. F S. /. t . 98, 
two-thirds of a small frond. Nephrodium, Hook . Syn. Fil. 281. 

South India, on the lower Pulney Mountains, and Travancore 
and Tinnevelly Hills, 3,000-5,000 feet elevation ; Ceylon, central 
provinces, 2,500-5,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in the Philippines.) 

40. Lastrea dissecta. (Forst.) Rhizome erect, stipes 1 foot 
or more long, a little scaly at the base, fronds deltoid to ovate, up to 
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nearly 3 feet long ; texture herbaceous, pinnate above, with the pinnae 
6-9 inches long by ij inch broad, pinnatifid two-thirds towards 
the rachis, bipinnate below, from some of the lower basal pinnules 
of the lowest pinnae being stalked and much elongated and deeply 
pinnatifid, and equal to some of the upper primary pinnae ; ultimate 
segments crenulate, a little hairy above (on the lamina, not the veins), 
with scale-like hairs, quite glabrous below in South Indian examples, 
but with scale-like hairs in specimens from Ceylon ; veinlets forked, 
always free, a forked veinlet often proceeds from the costa to the 
margin of the sinus, between the segments; sori apical on the 
superior veinlet, forming a single row on each side of the segments 
nearer the margin than the midrib, involucre reniform, glabrous ; 
fertile portions of the frond often much contracted and frond often 
only partially seeding. Lastrea membranifolia, Bedd. F. S. I t. 102, 
a small frond. 

The descriptions of Lastrea dissecta in Hooker s Syn. Fil. and 
of L. membranifolia in Hook . Sfi. Fil. includes this species, the variety 
ingens and Pleocnemia membranifolia. 

Madras Presidency, Western mountain 8 ?, common up to about 
5,000 feet elevation; also in the N. Arcot and Vizagapatam Hills; 
Ceylon, up to 5,000 feet ; Birma. 

(Also in Malay Islands and Polynesia.) 

Var. ingens.’ {Clarke.) A very large fern, stipe and main ra- 
chis pubescent, and with lax narrpw-lanceolate sparse brown deciduous 
scales ; fronds up tp 9 feet long, the lower pinnae 2 feet and more 
long, bipinnate above, the pinnae about 1 foot long by 6 inches broad, 
the secondary pinnae quite distinct but sessile from a very broad 
base and deeply pinfiatifid, tripinnate below, the lower basal pinnules 
of the lowest pinnae being stalked, elongated and again pinnated, 
their pinnules (tertiary pinnae) being deeply pinnatifid, and equalling 
the secondary pinfiae above ; ultimate segments entire, nearly 
glabrous above except on the costa, and costules, but there, are a few 
scale-like hairs on the lamina, costa, costules and often the veins 
beneath furnished with white glistening multicellular patent hairs; 
texture, venation and sori exactly as in dissecta ; involucre reniform, 
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but the lobes of the sinus often overlapping, so that it appears t_o 
be circular; fertile portions of the frond often much contracted, 
and frohds often only partially seeding. Clarke , F N I. p. 526. 

Himalayas, Sikkim, and Bhotan, 4,000-7,000 feet, very abun- 
dant between Darjeeling and Surail ; Khasya, 3,000-5,000 feet. 

Mr. Clarke says that it seeds but rarely, and then usually only 
very partially, this is an error, as I found many clumps near Dar- 
jeeling (end of November) with most of the fronds entirely covered 
with seed, and not in the least contracted. I had written out a full 
description, believing this to be a distinct species from dissecta, 
differing in having copious multicellular hairs beneath, the South 
Indian plant being glabrous ; I have, however, since seen Ceylon 
specimens in the British Museum which have similar hairs beneath, 
so I can now only regard it as a variety ; it only differs in its larger 
size, and in being more compound, and in the ultimate segments 
being more entire. 

41. Lastrea splendens. (. Hook .) Stipes 2-3 feet long, stout, 
polished bright chestnut coloured and scaly, as is the main rachis ; 
fronds long-lanceolate up to 4 feet, by about ii broad, bipinnate, 
primary pinnae narrow lanceolate, about 2 inches broad, and nearly 
the same breadth throughout ; secondary pinnae 20-30 pairs, about 
i inch broad, lanceolate-oblong, rounded at the apex, cut about 
one-third towards the rachis into small lobes, the upper basal one 
being generally rather larger than the others, all more or less serrated ; 
texture subcoriaceous, glabrous on both surfaces, or slightly scaly 
beneath; rachis of primary pinnae deeply channelled above, and 
winged upwards glabrous above, often scaly beneath ; veinlets pinnate 
or forked, not reaching the margins ; sori well below the middle of 
upper veinlet, forming a row on each side of the pinnule near the 
costa. Hook. Syn . Fil. 282. Bedd \ F B, 1 . 1 . 42. 

Sikkim and Bhotan, 6, 000-7,000 feet elevation ; Malay 
Peninsula. 


42. Lastrea angustifrons. (Moore.) Rhizome wide-creep- 
ing ; stipes 1-2 feet long, ebeneous, deciduously scaly ; fronds 2 feet 
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by 6-8 inches, glabrous, elongate, 3-pinnate, pinnae distant, erect- 
patent, flexuose, lanceolate, two inches broad ; pinnules distant lanceo- 
late, cut down to the rachis below into subquadrangular toothed 
segments (tertiary pinnae) £ inch broad, texture subcoriaceous ; 
rachis and both sides naked ; veinlets forked ; sori small, low down 
on the veins near the midrib of the pinnules. Moore in Hook . 
Sp. FiL iv. p. 126. Hook . Syn. FiL p. 283. Bedd. F B. /. /. 226. 
L. splendens, var. / 3 , Hook. Sp. FiL 126. 

Nepal, Sikkim (a little-known plant, perhaps abnormal Filix- 
mas or splendens). 

43. Lastrea sca- 
krosa (Kunze.) Caudex 
stout, suboblique, densely 
paleaceous, stipes 1-3 feet 
long, densely paleaceous 
towards the base, scabrous 
above ; fronds membrana- 
ceous, semitransparent, del- 
toid-ovate acuminate up 
to about 2 feet long, bi- 
pinnate, or subtripinnatc 
above, tripinnate below, 
pinnae alternate, distant 6- 
12 inches long, the lowest 
pair deltoid with some of 
the inferior basal secondary 
pinnae enlarged to double 
the size of the others, which 
are generally ij-a inches LASTREA SCABR0SA * (Kunze.) 

long and pinnatifid down to a winged rachis (or almost pinnate) ; 
the pinnules £-4 inch long, cut down one-third to half-way to the 
costa into more or less obtuse segments, veinlets prominent, one 
to each segment, simple or forked, terminating within the margin 
and clavate at the apex ; costa and veins furnished with weak whitish 
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hairs on both sides ; sori medial on the veinlets, one to each segment, 
becoming jet black when ripe, indusium (?) Aspidium scabrosum 
( Kunze ), Hook . Syh. Fil. p. 283. Polypodium nigrocarpum, Bedd . 
F. S. /. / 169. 

Nilgiris, common in the sholas at the higher elevations, 6000- 
7,500 feet ; in texture and habit the pinnae much resemble those of 
Cystopteris setosa. I have never been able to detect any indusium 
even in the youngest stage, though I have long had it in cultivation ; 
I suspect it is really a Phegopteris. 

44. Lastrea ferruginea. {Bedd) Caudex short, stout, erect, 
stipes 1-1$ foot long, densely clothed throughout with broad-ovate 
very transparent scales and scabrous with tubercles ; fronds 1-2 
feet long, deltoid-ovate, tripinnite below, bipinnate tripinnatifid 
above, texture herbaceous, turning blackish when dried, pinnae 8- 
10 inches long, spreading at a right angle, the lowest pair deltoid and 
larger than the others and more compound, its lower basal secondary 
pinnae being elongated and pinnate, bipinnatifid ; secondary pinnae 1-2 
inches long, pinnate in the lower and larger pinnae, pinnatifid above, 
pinnules about ^ inch long, cut about half down into oblong rounded 
crenate or subentire segments ; rachises and both sides ferruginous, 
with minute glandular scale-like pubescence, veinlets simple or forked, 
terminating within the margin and clavate at the apex, sori medial 
or subterminal on the veins, submarginal, one to each lobe of the 
tertiary pinnae, in the South Indian plant confined to the upper lobes, 
in the Ceylon plant more lobes are seeded and the sori are not quite 
so marginal, indusium reniform, glabrous, persistent. Bedd. F S. /. t. 
100. Hook. Sy?i. FiL 283. Lastrea obtusiloba ( Baker ), Hook. Syn. 
Fil. 284. Bedd. F S. 1. 1. 296. Asp. Blumei, var. ? Thwaites, p. 392. 

South India, Nilgiris, rare in sholas between Avalanche and 
Sispara, 7,500 feet elevation, not observed elsewhere; Ceylon (C. P. 
3142), about Newera Elya, 6,000 feet elevation. The Ceylon and 
South Indian plants are certainly the same ; I had both in cultivation 
for a longtime and could not have distinguished them except for the 
labels ; it is nearly allied to scabrosa, but quite a different colour 
both living and dried, more ferruginous, and not scabrous. 
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45, Lastrea Boryana. ( Willd. under Asfiidium.) Stipes 2-3 
feet long, sparingly scaly near the base ; fronds very large, up to 8 feet 
long by 4 feet broad, herbaceous or almost membranaceous, bipinnate, 
with the secondary pinnae (3L-6 inches long) pinnatifid down to a very 
regularly but narrowly winged midrib, pinnules blunt inch long, 
more or less wide apart at the base, pinnatifid about one-third or half- 
down into small entire segments ; rachises and both surfaces naked, 
or with a little mealy pubescence and a few hairs ; veins forked or 
simple ; sori low down on the veins, in a single row on each side of 
the pinnules near the midrib, generally very small, large in some 
Himalayan examples, involucre often much lacerated on the margin, 
very fugacious. Willd. Sp. PL v. p. 285. Baker , Syn. Fil 284. 
Lastrea divisa, Hook . Sp, Fil. iv. 133. Wall. Cat. 393. Bedd. F 
S. /. t. 97. Polypodium subtripinnatum, Clarke , F N. /. p. 545, /. 
So, pig. 1. 

South India, on the Western mountains, 3,000-7,500 feet 
elevation ; Ceylon, central provinces ; Himalayas, Gurwhal to 
Bhotan, 4,000-8,000 feet elevation ; Khasya ; Malay Peninsula. 
Clarke’s variety microstegioides does not recede from the type. 

(Also in Bourbon, Java, and China.) 

46. Lastrea tenericaulis. ( Wallich under Polypodium .) 
Caudex erect, furnished with numerous fibrous roots, stipes tufted, 
below a little scaly, above very glaucous, with a blueish bloom, which 
easily rubs off ; rachis with a line of hairs on the sulcated upper 
side, glabrous beneath ; fronds 1-3 feet and more long, broad ovate- 
lanceolate acuminate, membranaceous, bipinnate with the pinnules 
pinnatifid nearly to the costae, pubescent with long white hairs 
on the costa and costules on both sides, rachis of the pinnules 
furnished with a very regular line of dense hairs on the upper side, 
glabrous and convex below, pinnae rather remote, opposite or alternate, 
lanceolate acuminate, inferior ones 10-12 inches long by 3 inches 
broad ; pinnules up to 2 inches long, oblong lanceolate from a broad 
adnate base (which is decurrent so as to form a winged rachis, parti- 
cularly in the upper pinnae), pinnatifid (in the lower pinnae almost to the 
costa); secondary pionules pinnatifid in the lower pinnae, entire or 
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with the apex crenated in the upper portion of the frond ; veins 
in the larger ultimate segments pinnate with veinlets simple, in the 
smaller segments veinlets once-forked only, all terminating a little 
within the margin ; sori medial or terminal on the veinlets, 1-6 to 
each ultimate segment, involucre very deciduous. Polypodium tene- 
ricaule, Wall. Cat 335. Lastrea flaccida, Bedd. F. S. I t 90. 
Polyp. Russellianum, Wall. Cat 7077. Lastrea setigera, Baker, Syn. 
Fil. 284, in part. 

Hooker’s and Baker’s descriptions qf tenericaulis and setigera 
are made to include Phegopteris ornata, a very different fern. I 
have never been able to detect an indusium -even in the youngest 
stage of our South Indian plant, and I should follow Wallich and 
include it in Phegopteris, only Mr. Clarke says it is present in the 
Bengal examples. 

South India, on the Western mountains, 2,000-3*000 feet 
elevation, very common; Ceylon, 1,500-3,000 feet; North India, 
Himalays from no great elevation up to 4,000 feet ; Malay 
Peninsula. 

(Also in China, Australia, and Polynesia.) 

GENUS LIV. — NEPHRODIUM. (Schott) 

(From nephros , a kidney ; shape of indusiunl.) 

Sori subglobose, dorsal on the veins ; (often athyrioid in otaria) 
indusium reniform, sometimes wanting ; veins pinnate, one or more 
pair anastomosing angularly with an excurrent veinlet from their 
junction which is either free or joined in the angle of the next 
superior pair ; fronds always simply pinnate with pinnatifid pinnae in 
the Indian species (rarely simple in species not Indian) ; caudex 
erect or creeping. Most of the supposed species of Goniopteris fall 
in here, as an indusium is often present in the very young stage 
though sometimes entirely absent. 

1. Nephrodium Otaria. (Kze.) Rhizome creeping, stipes 6-12 
inches long, pale-coloured ; fronds 12-15 inches long, pinnate, lateral 
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pinnae distant, 4-6 inches long, ij inch broad, linear-oblong, trun- 
cate at the base, caudate at the apex, coarsely but shallowly lobed, 
the lobes serrated ; terminal pinna sometimes with larger lobes or 
auricles towards its base ; texture thin herbaceous ; rachis and 
surfaces smooth ; veins pinnate in each lobe, 6-8 on each side, the 
lowest pair anastomosing angularly, with an excurrent vein which 
either runs out to the margin or occasionally joins one or even two 
of the superior veins (but the anastomosing is not so systematic as 

in the other species of the genus) ; sori medial on the veinlets, most 

^of which are soriferous ; fertile 
frond often contracted but not 
always; indusium reniform or 
often asplenioid and athyrioid. 
Aspidium otaria, Kunze , Herb. 
Mett . Aspid. p. 34. Hook. Syn. 
Fil. 288. Pleocnemia arista ta, 

Hook . Sp. Fil. iv. 62. Bedd. 

FS. I t. 83. The sori are quite 
abnormal, the venation and posi- 
tion of the sori are not at all 
that of Pleocnemia. 

South India, Anamallay 
Hills, the dry teak forests, 1,000- 
3,000 feet elevation, appearing in 
the rainy season, Tinnevelly 
Hills and elsewhere on the Wes- 
tern ghats, but by no means 
general ; Ceylon, 2,000-3,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Luzon.) 

2. Nephrodium unitum. {Linn, under Folypodium) Rhizome 
creeping, stipes i-i^ foot long, brownish naked; fronds about 2 feet 
long, pinnate, pinnae numerous, 3-5 inches long, i inch broad, cut 
down about one-third, rarely more, into triangular acute entire or 
subentire lobes, lower pinnae not reduced ; texture coriaceous ; veins 
pinnate in the lobes, 4-8 on each side, the lowest pair anastomose 
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angularly, with an excurrent veinlet which runs to the margin or joins 
one rarely two pair of the superior veins ; upper surface glabrous, 
under surface generally very hairy ; sori medial on the veins ; indu- 
sium reniform, hairy. R. 3 r., Prod, FI. Fov. Boil. 148. Hook. 
Syn. Fil. 289. Polypodium unitum, Linn. Sp. PL 1548, in part. 
N. propinquum, Hook . Sp. Fil. iv. 79. Bedd. F S. I t. 89. 

Throughout the Indian region in swampy places and tanks. 

(Also in Tropical Asia, Africa, Australia and America.) 

3. Nephrodium pteroides. (Retz. under Polypodium .) Rhi- 
zome wide-creeping, stipes up to 2 feet long, slender, slightly scaly 
below ; fronds up to*4 feet or rather more long and 2 feet broad, 
pinnate, pinnae spreading f to nearly 1 inch broad, apex acuminate, 
(lower ones not reduced), cut down only one-third, the lobes triangular, 
acute ; texture herbaceous ; rachis and upper surface nearly glabrous, 
under surface with minute glandular pubescence on all the veins, 
veins pinnate on the lobes, the lowest pair always anastomosing 
angularly with a free excurrent veinlet, the other veins, (7-9 pair,) 
always free ; sori towards the apex of the upper veinlets always con- 
fined to the lobes-or the apex of the lobes. Polypodium pteroides, 

( Retz .), Hook. Syn. Fil. 289. Nephr. terminans, Wall. Cat. 38G. 
Hook. Sp. Fil iv. 73. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 90. 

Madras Presidency, Western mountains, 2,000-4,000 feet 
elevation; Ceylon, up to 3,000 feet; Birma; (not in N. India). 

(Also in the Philippines.) 

Very near extensum, but less cut, the anastomosis of the veins 
regular and the sori terminal. 

4. Nephrodium extensum! ( 31 .) Rhizome creeping, stipes 
up to 2 feet, glabrous or slightly pubescent ; fronds up to 4 feet long, 
and i£ foot broad, pinnate pinnae about i inch broad (lower ones 
not reduced), cut down two-thirds into linear oblong-falcate slightly 
crenulate lobes; texture herbaceous; rachis subglabrous, upper surface 
naked, or with a few distant hairs, under surface with minute glandular 
pubescence on the veins ; veins pinnate in the lobes, 10-13 pair, 
the lowest pair anastomosing at an angle with a free excurrent 
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veinlet, or meeting just at the sinus without the excurrent veinlet, or 
the lowest pair is quite free {as in Lastrea), the other pairs always all 
free ; sori towards the apex of the veins and present on all or all but 
the 1-2 lower ones, often much immersed and visible as punctiform 
dots on the upper surface. Asp. extensum, BL En. PL J-'av. Fil. 156 
Hook. Syn. FiL 289, ( not Bedd. F S. I. t. 85, which is large molle). 
Asp. multijugum, Wall \ Cat . 348, ( not 355, which is truncatum). 
Nep. punctatum, Bedd . F. B. L t. 131, (not punctatum, Baker , 
Syn. Fil. p . 513, which is Lastrea ochthodes, vide specimen in Kew 
Herbarium.) 

South India, Tinnevelly Hills, rare ; Ceylon, central pro- 
vinces, 3,000-4,000 feet elevation ; Birma, Penang, and Malay 
Peninsula (Khasya, 2 sheets of Griffiths in the Kew Herbarium, but 
not found by any one else in North India). 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

5. Nephrodium microsorum. (Clarke.) Rhizome wide 

creeping, stipes angled, furnished with linear-subulate long soft brown 
persistent scales towards the base, more or less softly pubescent as 
is the rachis ; fronds about 2 feet long ; pinnae rather distant, sessile, 
about 4i inches long, by ^ inches broad, the lower ones somewhat 
reduced or the stipe with auricles, deeply cut almost to the rachis 
into linear-oblong tongue-like entire or subentire segments, the upper 
and lower basal ones often considerably longer than the others ; 
texture thinly herbaceous, bot:h surfaces, especially the under one, 
furnished with scattered long white needle-like hairs ; veins about 
1 3 pairs, the lowest pair always regularly anastomosing at an acute 
angle very near the costa of the pinnae with an excurrent vein, the 
other pairs always all free ; sori minute, sometimes only near the 
costa of the pinnae and scarcely extending to the lobes ; involucre 
glabrous caducous. N. extensum, var. microsorum, Clarke , F 
N. /. 530, and var. late-repens. 

Sikkim up to 4,000 feet elevation, very abundant about Siligori, 
near the foot of the Darjeeling Pass. 

6. Nephrodium cucullatum. (BL) Stipes about 1 foot 
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long, hairy, strong erect ; frond with the main rachis hairy beneath, 
up to 2 feet long, pinnate ; pinnae very close, 3-6 inches long, by 
inch broad, cut down scarcely one-third into triangular acute subfalcate 
lobes, lower pinnae dwindling suddenly into mere auricles ; texture 
very coriaceous, lower surface very pubescent ; veins (raised when 
dry), 8~io pair, 3-5 lower ones uniting; sori towards the apex of 
the veins, which are generally all soriferous ; indusium prominent, 
glabrous, persistent. Aspidium cucullatum, Bl. En. PL Jar. FiL 
15 1. Hook . Syn. FiL 290. N. -unitum ( Sieber ), Wall. Cat . 358. 
Bedd. F S. T. t. 88. 

Madras Presidency, Western ghats, not common ; Ceylon, 
Western and Southern provinces, marshy places, common ; Malay 
Peninsula ; (Assam doubtful.) 

(Also in Mauritius, Malay Islands, and Polynesia.) 

7. Nephrodium elatltm. {Baker) Rhizome wide-creeping, 
stipes 1 foot long, downy; rachis downy; fronds oblong lanceolate, 3-4 
feet long, pinnate, pinnae sessile, 9-15 inches long by i-i^ inch broad, 
cut down nearly two-thirds into close rather falcate blunt lobes ; lowest 
pinnae distant and much reduced or not reduced at all, texture firm, 
herbaceous, above rachis of pinnae strigose, and a few hairs on the 
veins, beneath costules and veins hairy, with longish white hairs, 
veins 13-16 pair, the lower 3-4 pair anastomosing with excurrent 
veinlets, sori large medial, involucre minute fugacious. Baker , Syn . 
FiL 502. Bedd. Fern. Sup . t. 378. 

Himalayas (Dr. Jerdon.) Mr. Clarke has stated in his Review 
that Dr. Jerdon’s specimen is a Goniopteris, but on examining it with 
me, he acknowledged that it is unlike any Goniopteris, and that it is 
closely allied to, if not identical with, the Mauritius fern ; the lower 
pinnae are not reduced in Jerdon’s specimen at Kew, but much 
so in the Mauritius plant, which is the only difference between 
them, and this variation occurs as much in others of the genus. 

(Also in the Mauritius.) 

8. Nephrodium aridum. {Don.) Stipes 1 foot or more long, 
erect, slightly pubescent ; fronds 3-4 feet long 12-18 inches broad ; 
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pinnae rather distant, 6-9 inches long, f-i inch broad, cut about one* 
third of the way down into subtriangular sharp pointed lobes ; texture 
coriaceous ; rachisand lower surface hairy; veinlets 8-10 on a side, 
5 -6 pair anastomose ; sori in rows about midway between the midrib 
and edge ; indusium naked, lower pinnae reduced. Aspid. Don. Prod, 
FI, Nep, p, 4. A. venulosum, Wall. Cat. 352, type sheet. A. obscu- 
rum, Blume. Neph. aridum, Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 291. Bedd. F B. I. U 
297. 

Throughout East Bengal abundant, from the Soonderbun to Assam 
and the Dehra Doon, up to 3,000 feet elevation. 

Malay Peninsula (not in South India or Ceylon.) 

9. Nephrodium glan- 
dulosum. (Hook.) Stipes 
approximate, main rachis 
closely villous, frond 1 foot 
long, adpressedly strigose on 
the upper surface; pinnae trun- 
cate at the base, subentire, 
serrate or pinnatifid scarcely 
one-sixth the way 'to the mid- 
rib ; veinlets beneath minutely 
hirsute, several pairs uniting, 
indusium renifofm, elongate, 
prominent, firm ; sori ulti- 
mately often confluent, Hook. 

Sp. Fil. iv. 76, partly. Clarke , 

F. N. I p. 531 , /. 74 , and 
fig. 1 . Not Bedd. F B. I. t. 

132, which is urophyllum. 

The above is Mr. Clarke’s diagnosis from Blume’s specimens 
collected in Java, but there is an exactly similar specimen in the Kew 
Herbarium from Griffith, supposed to have been collected in Assam, 
but Mr. Clarke thinks it is probably from Malacca, but in either 
case it must be recorded in this work; it differs from the next in 
being strigose above, but I strongly suspect it is only a slight variety of 
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it ; it has glandular dots on the under surface, 6-7 pairs of veins, of 
which the four lower anastomose. 

10. Nephrodium urophyllum. (Wall. under Polypodium .) 
Rhizome short creeping; stipes approximate, 2 feet or more long, 
stout, erect, .furnished with lanceolate-linear brown scales below ; 
fronds up to about 4 feet long, pinnate ; pinnae narrow-oblong, 
subsessile or sessile, acuminate or caudate at the apex, 6-12 inches 
long by i\-2 inches broad, the margin subentire, slightly crenated or 
with very short serratures ; upper surface quite glabrous, or the 

^rachis of the pinnae a little stri- 
gose, under surface quite glabrous 
or with some minute pubescence 
on the veins, copious glabrous 
not glandular punctiform dots 
are present on both sides; tex- 
ture subcoriaceous or herbaceous, 
veins 8-10 pair, rarely 14, all or 
nearly all anastomosing, the ex- 
current veinlets either free or 
joining the pair above ; sori 
small, one to each vein, about 
its centre ; indusium reniform, 
nephrodium urophyllum. generally absent. Wall. Cat. 299. 

Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 314. Goni- 
opteris, Bedd. F. S. L t. 239. Nephrodium lineatum, Presl. 
Epim. Bot.p. 48. Hook. Sp. Fil. iv. 72. Bedd. F. B. /. /. 133. 
Asp. lineatum, BL En. Fil. Jav. 144* ( not Wall) Nephro. glandu- 
losum, Bedd . F. B. 1 . t . 132, (not Blume.) 

Himalayas, from Gurwhal to Bhotan and Chittagong 1,000- 
5,000 feet elevation; Ceylon, Oodawella Forest; not in South 
India. There can be no doubt that this is a Nephrodium, and that 
involucres are often present, though Mr. Clarke has still kept it in 
Goniopteris. Sir W. Hooker described it both as a Nephrodium and 
as a Goniopteris. 

(Also in Java and Philippines.) 
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it. Nephrodium moulmeinense. {Bedd.) Stipes firm, erect, 
2 feet or more long ; fronds up to 4 feet long, pinnate, pinnae 
often with a large gland at base, numerous coriaceous, about 1 foot long 
and i£~i£ inch broad, narrow oblong, caudate at the apex, the 
margin with sharp serratures, which are falcate and only about one 
line deep, sometimes nearly obsolete or obscure, the frond being 
nearly entire, upper surface generally quite glabrous and shining, 
under surface with obscure hairs on the costa and veins ; veins very 
prominent 16-21 pair, all but the upper 2-3 pair anastomosing with 
a zigzag excurrent veinlet united throughout ; sori medial on the 
veins or often near tjieir apex in a single row on each side of the 
costule ; indusium reniform. Bedd. F Sup. 
p . 18. Goniopteris lineata, Bedd. F B. I. 
t. 3. G. multilineata, Bedd. F. B. I. t. 231, 

(not 232, Penangiana, which is the next 
species ). Polypodium multilineatum ( Wall . ), 

Hook. Syn. Fit. 316. I have been obliged 
to rename this as it is a Nephrodium, and 
there is another Nepli. multilineatum, /. e. 

Waliich’s (our truncatum). 

South India, very common on the Gol- 
condah Hills (west of Vizagapatam) 2,000- 
3,000 feet elevatidn, involucre distinct; (not 
on the Western mountains). Throughout , 

North India, from the plains up to 5,000 moulmeinense. (Bedd.) 
feet elevation, very common ; Birma, very common near Moulmein 
(involucre distinct) ; this differs from urophyllum in being more 
rigid in texture and in having many more veins. 

12. Nephrodium costatum. {Wall, under Polypodium.) Stipes 
1 £ foot and more long, rather stout, scaleless, glossy, and as well as the 
rachis strongly tinged with red (rarely stramineous); fronds 1-3 feet 
long, broad-oblong or lanceolate coriaceous-submembranaceous 
pinnated glabrous, pinnae numerous, rather distant, patent, sessile 5-8 
inches long, £ an inch or a little more broad (on sterile fronds some* 
times exceeding an inch) from an obliquely cuneate truncate sessile 
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base (lofcer ones father more attenuated and suhpetiolate) lanceolate 
or etongatp-oblong, finely acuminated at the apex, the margin coarsely 
md sharply iub|nucronate-serrated, serratures pointing a little 
foroaft^ uniform; costae prominent beneath, of the same colour as the 
rachis and stipes, generally reddish, glabrous on both sides or 
obscurely hairy on the costa and veins beneath ; veinlets about 6-8 
pairs, of which all are connivent except 2-3 short pairs in the teeth 
of the serratures, sori in two series generally at the base of the veins 

close to the costules, but some- 
times near the centre of the 
veins, involucres reniform, very 
fugacious and only to be de- 
tected on very young fronds. 
Bedd. F. B. /. t. 220. Polypo- 
dium costatum, ( Wall . Hark) 
not Brack. P. (Goniopteris) 
lineatum, Coleb. in Herb. Wall, 
and Wall. Cat. 300. Hook. Sp. 
Fil. v. 12. Polypodium penan- 
gianum, Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 13. 
Bedd. F B. I. t. 232 (slightly 
broader in the pinnae). 

North India, Nepal to 
Kumaon at high elevations ; 
specimens from Dr. Stuart 
(Gurwhal) have the involucre 
quite distinct ; Penang. 

(Desv.) Caudex small erect and 
trunk-like, stipe* tufted, short, slightly pubescent; fronds 12-18 
inches long, pinnate, lanceolate in outline, pinnae numerous dose, 2-3 
inches long by about § inch broad, very shortly petioled, rather blunt 
ait the apes, generally auricled at the superior base, the margin with 
shallow, ^matures, lower ones gradually reduced to mere deltoid 
auricles ; te$ture firm, herbaceous ; veins 6-8 pair, the 3-4 lower pair 



HEPHRODIUM ARBUSCULA. (DtSV.) 

13. Nephiodium Arbuscula. 
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anastomosing, the upper ones free, rachis pubescent, upper surface 
glabrous in age, under surface more or less hairy on all the veins ; 
son solitary near the middle of the 3-4 lower veins, indusium small 
reniform. Desv. Mem. Soc. Linn. v\.p. 253. Hook. Syn. Fil. 292. 
Bedd. F. S. /. /. 87. Neph. fakilobum, var. pubera, Clarke F. N. 1. 
p. 515. Wall. Cat 338, Asp. puberulum. 

South India, Western forests, 2,000-4,000 feet, in beds of rivers ; 
Ceylon, central provinces. 

(Also in the Mascarene Islands.) 

14. Nephrodi^m pennigerum. (Bl.) Caudex erect; stipes 
villous or subglabrous up to about 1 foot long ; fronds large up to 
4 feet long, pinnate, generally with the lower pinnae more or less 
reduced, sometimes not so ; pinnae numerous, spreading 8-10 inches 
long, i-i| inch broad (the fertile sometimes much contracted), apex 
acuminate, margin cut down only about i towards the rachis 
into oblong falcate lobes ; texture herbaceous, rachis villous, upper 
surface strigose on the main costa, otherwise glabrous or often more 
or less strigose particularly near the margins, under surface villous 
on the veins ; veins 8-12 pair, the 5-6 lower ones generally, rarely 
only 3, anastomosing ; sori medial on the veins ; involucre reniform, 
generally persistent Aspid. pennigerum, Bl. En. PL jfav. Fit 153. 
Hook. Syn . Fil. 292. Neph. abruptum, Bedd. F S. /. /. 86. Asp. 
multilineatum, Wall. Cat. 353. Neph. glandulosum, var. isete- 
strigosa, Clarke, F. N. I. p. 532. Neph. pennigerum var. multilineata, 
Ctarke. L c. p. 532. Neph. abortivum {J . S/n.}, Hook. Syn . Fil. p. 292. 

South India, common in all the Western mountain forests; 
Ceylon, central provinces, 2,000-4,000 feet ; East Bengal, from Mish- 
mee to Chittagong, at no great elevation. (Clarke’s specimens of 
glandulosum var. lsete-strigosa and pennigerum var. multilineata are 
quite the same as the South Indian plant) Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands and Tropical Africa.) 

15. Neph rod 1 um molle. ( Dew. ) Rhizome tufted, or more 

rarely creeping; stipe and main rachis beneath pubescent, shortly 
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hairy or ftelrous, with few or no scales ; fronds oblong-lanceolate, 1-3 
feet long, pinnate, pinnae spreading generally about 4-6 inches long by 
f inch broad, the lower ones generally more or less reduced, often into 
mere ayricles, sometimes not reduced at all, generally cut down 
about half-way to the midrib into blunt subfalcate lobes; texture 
herbaceous, generally more or less pilose on both sides, sometimes 
glabrous or subglabrous, except in the costas and costules ; veins 6 - 
8 pair, pinnate in the lobes, the lowest pair (rarely two) anastcmosing 
with an excurrent veinlet, involucres reniform glabrous or hairy. 
Dtsv. Mem . Soc. Linn . vi. 258. Hook. Syn. Fil. 293. Bedd. F. S. 
L i. 84. and extensum, t. 85, not BL Polypodium parasiticum 
(Linn.) Asp. solutum, Wall. Cat. 350 and tectum, Cat. 394. Neph. 
didymosorum, Bedd. F. B. I. t. 200. 

Throughout the Indian region from the plains up to 6,000 

feet. 

(Also throughout the world in tropical and subtropical regions.) 

VAR. (3 amboinense. {Fresl.) Fronds smaller, papyraceous, 
mere glabrous, pinnae smaller, less cut, being generally only slightly 
crenated or cut down about £ to J, very gradually reduced towards 
the base, the lower ones often being hastate and very acuminate, 
veins 4-5 pairs, 2 rarely 3 lower pairs anastomc sing ; sori generally 
on 2-3 lower veins, sometimes confined to the lowest pair (didymo- 
sorous). Neph, amboinense, Hook. Sp. Fil. 292. Nephr. extensum, 
var. minor, Bedd. F B. I. t. 201. Evidently only a form of molle, 
sometimes confounded in herbaria with Arbuscula. 

Notth India, Bengal, and Assam, near the foot of the hills ; 
Ceylon, Ambagamoa. (C. P. 3390.) 

Nephrodium procurrens is a name given by Baker (Syn. 
FIL p. 290.) to molle with a creeping mot, but there are no other 
characters to distinguish this form, as I have the very large form of 
ipolle with the lower pinnae reduced to deltoid auricles (sent from 
Ceylon) with the root wido-creeping, as well as forms which have the 
fronds truncate at the base and no reduced lower pinnae. (Wall. 349, 
ird sheet in this form.) ? r !: 
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Var, y aureum. (Clarke, F N Ip. 533.) Differs by having 
the minute pubescence bright and golden, the fertile fronds longer 
than the barren, and the pinnae sometimes contracted near the base ; 
the frond truncate at the base, i % e., the lower pinna not reduced* It 
is to be feared that none of these characters are permanent. It is a 
form from Sikkim and Bhotan, 1,000-4,000 feet elevation, and 
from Assam. 

Aspidium multijugum. (Wall. Cat. 348.) Taken by Mr. 
Clarke in his type of var. multijuga , is typical externum (Bl.) 


Var. didymosqrum. (Parish, Bedd. F. B. I t. 200.) From 
Tenasserim ; is a very hairy form of molle, lower pinnae not at all 
reduced, sori twin, confined to the two lower Vv inlets (the latter 
character probably not constant.) Wall. Cat. 354, Asp. canescens, 
from Singapore, second sheet, is this plant. 

Asp. tectum (Wallich, Cat. 394, in Linnaean Herb.) is a deltoid 
form of molle with no reduction of the lower pinnae, and a creeping 
root. 


16. Nephrodium crinipes. (Hook.) Stipe up to ij foot long, 
stout, erect, clothed, as is the main rachis, with lanceolate-linear 
brown scales ; fronds about 2-3 feet long, pinnate, dwarfed below 
into auricles ; pinnae horizontal, 4-6^ inches long, f-f inch broad, 
cut down towards the midrib .into oblong scarcely acute lobes, 
the upper basal one often somewhat enlarged ; texture herbaceous ; 
veins beneath minutely puberulous ; costa, costules and veins spar- 
ingly furnished with longish hairs above ; veins 6-8 on a side, the 
two lowest pair anastomosing ; sori medial, but a little nearer the apex 
than the costule ; indusium reniform glabrous persistent. Hook. 
Syri. Fil. 294. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 263. 

North-east Bengal, up to 1,500 feet elevation, from Nepal to 
Assam and Chittagong; Malacca (Mr. Clarke’s Nilgiri example is 
a portion of a contracted fertile frond of pennigerum.) 

17. Nephrodium ferox. (Moore.) Stipe i~2 feet long 
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19. Nephrodium braohyodon. (Hook) Stipes tufted, 1— a 
feet long, greyish naked : fronds up to 3 feet long, pinnate ; pinnae 
petiolate, often contracted at base, 6-9 inches long, inches 

broad cut about one-third or half-way down into blunt slightly falcate 
lobes, lower pinnae not much smaller than the others ; texture sub- 
coriaceous ; rachis naked or slightly pubescent, upper surface glabrous, 
except the partial rachis which is slightly hairy, under surface gla- 
brous except the rachis and costules which are slightly hairy ; veins 
8-12, all free or the lower one anastomosing and with sometimes an 
excurrent veinlet, a single vein generally rises from the rachis of 
the pinnae, between the pinnate groups of veins and runs to the mar- 
gin ; sori medial on t%e veins ; involucre reniform. Hook . Syn. FiL 
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NEPHRODIUM TRUNCATUM. (/Yi'sl.) 

295, Bedd. F. B. I. 379. The lower pair of veins only occasionally 
anastomose in the Malay Peninsula plant, but in the West Indian 
plant several pairs generally join ; the two plants, however, seem quite 
to run one into the other, and I am afraid they also connect Lastrea 
crassifolia. 

Malacca and Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in W^st Indies and Peru.) 

Nephrodium multijugum {Baker), given as a Malay Peninsula 


Fzms of British I&ma and Ceylon, 


fem {,%§ iiMPU 49 1) is, as far as the Kew specimen of Wall. Cat. 
$48 Lastrea ocbthodes. Aspidium multijuguro, Wall. 

Cat. 348, fn the linneean Herbarium is, however, Nephrodium e ex- 
tensum, typical, though referred by Clarke to molle as a variety. 
Nfcphrqd* Hcenkianum (Pres/.), given in Syn. Fil. p. 291, as a Ceylon 
* fern, dqes not occur in that island or in our limits. 

GENUS LV. — NEPHROLEPIS. (Schott.) 

(Nephros, kidney ; lepis, scale — the indusium kidney-shaped and 

scale 4 ike. ) 

Sori round, arising from the apex of the upper branch of a vein, 
generally near the edge ; indusium reniform or roundish ; veins 
forked, free clavate ; fronds simply pinnate with the pinna; articu- 
lated at the base, furnished with white cretaceous dots on the upper 
surface. 


1. Nephrolepis cordi folia. (Linn, under Poly podium.) Cau- 
dex suberect, the wry fibres often bearing tubers ; stipes tufted, wiry, 
1-4 inches long, slightly scaly ; fronds up to 2 feet, pinnate ; pinna; 
numerous, crowded, often imbricated, i-ii inch long, by inch 
broad, usually blunt ; margin entire or slightly crenate, the under 
side founded or cordate, the upper distinctly auricled at the base ; 
texture rather coriaceous ; rachis scaly, both sides nearly glabrous ; 
sori about half-way between the midrib and margin in a single row ; 
indusium firm, persistent, lunate or reniform. Polypodium cor- 
difolium, L. Sp. PL 1549. Nephrolepis tuberosa (Pres/.), Hook. 
Sp. Pi/, iv. 151. Bedd. F. S* I. L 92. 

Throughout the Indian region up to 5,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in the tropics of the whole world, and in Japan and 
New Zealand.) 

2. Nephrolepis exaltata. (Linn, under Polypodium.) Rhi- 
zome suberect ; stipes tufted, 4-6 inches long, firm, slightly scaly ; 
fronds up to nearly 3 feet long, pinnate ; pinnae ratter close, 





NEPUROLBPIS CORD! FOMA, {/.itttl.) 
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2~3 inches Mg, i-rl inch broad, usually acute at the apex, the s 
margin entire or slightly crenate, the superior base with a small narrow 
auricle, die lower base with a smaller rounded one ; texture rather 
coriaceous, both ^surfaces nearly glabrous, or very scaly particularly 
when young ; son submarginal; indusium firm, reniform. Polypo- 
dium Mte|tura, L. Sp. PL 1548. Nephrolepis exaltata {Schott), 
Hook . Sytt. *Fit. 301. Bedd . F S. L L 93. 

South India, the mountain forests of the Eastern and Western 
1 sides; East Bengal from Assam to Chittagong, up to 1,000 feet 
elevation ; Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the tropics of nearly*all the world.) 

3. Nephrolepis volubius. {J. Smith , MS.) Rhizome climbing, 
up to 50 feet over trees, with adpressed chesnut scales on the short 
lateral distant spurs, whence spring clusters of stipes ; pinnae obtuse or 
not very acute ; venation, sori, &c., as in exaltata. Aspid. exaltata, 
Wall. Cat. 1031, partly. Clarke , F. N. L p. 541, t. 78. 

Sylhet and Chittagong ; Malacca. 

(Also in Borneo,) 

4. Nephrolepis acuta. (PresL) Rhizome short; stipes 
tufted up to 8 inches or more long, firm, naked or slightly scaly ; 
fronds up to 8 feet long, pinnate ; pinnae up to 8 inches long and i~ 
inch broad, oblong acuminated, sometimes shortly petioled, the 
margin slightly crenated; texture thin, both surfaces hairy when 
young, as is the rachis, but quite glabrous in age ; sori near the 
margin ; involucre reniform to suborbicuiar. Presl. Hook . Sp. FtL 
iv. 153. Bedd. F. S< /. /. 94. Neph. biserrata {Schott). 

South India, common on the North Arcot Hills, at no great 
elevation ; Ceylon ; North India, Chittagong Hills, up to 1,000 feet. 

(Also in Tropical Africa.) 

5. Nephrolepis ramosa. {Beauv. under A spidium.) Rhizome 
slender, wide-creeping; stipes very short, scattered ; fronds up to 

long, 1-3 inches broad, pinnate ; pinnae Mb long, 
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inch broad, slightly cre- 
nate, the upper edge auricled 
and truncate, parallel with the 
stem, the lower oblique; tex- 
ture papyraceous, rachis villous, 
both surfaces slightly villous or 
glabrous in age ; . soii near the 
margin ; involucre cordiform, 
roundish fugacious. Beauv. 
in the Flore cTOware. Hook . 

Syn. Fit. 301. Neph. obliterata 
(Hook), Bedd. F S*I. 251. 

Ceylon, central provinces, 

2,000-5,000 feet, climbing on 
trees ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Tropical Africa ; 

Philippines; Australia; Fiji) 

GENUS LVI.— OLEANDRA. ( Cav .) 

(Resemblance to the Oleander.) 

Sori round, inserted in a row near the base or below the centre 
of the compact free veinlets ; involucre reniform ; fronds entire 
lanceolate-elliptical, stems jointed, rhizome wide-creeping. 

u Oleandra neriiformis. (Cav.) Shoots woody, wide-creeping 
but often suberect, clothed with short adpressed scales which are often 
deciduous ; stipes short, seldom 1 inch long, with the joint below die 
middle ; fronds 4-8 inches long, i-i$ inch broad, in opposite pairs 
or often in terminal whorls, or more rarely scattered, from narrow-linear 
to oblong-acuminate ; texture subcoriaceous, both sides glabrous or 
hairy underneath ; sori in two rather irregular rows near die midrib. 
Hook. Fil Exoi. t 58. Syn. Fil. 302. Bedd. F B. 1 . 1. 264. 

Himalayas from Nepal eastwards ; Khasya ; 2,000-5,000 feet 
elevation. 

(Also in Central America.) 



N?»45. 

NEPH R0LEP1S RAMOSA. { BmUV .) 



OLEANDRA NERUFORMIS. 
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2. Oleandra musa^oua. (Kunze.) Shoots firm, wide-creei> 
ing, clothed with long golden scales which are not deciduous; fronds 
generally single, scattered, or more rarely in tufts, 12-20 inches long, 
by about ij inch broad, narrow oblong acuminate on stipes which 
are 1-2 inches long and jointed close to the base ; texture thin, a 
little hairy on both sides and the midrib scaly below ; sori in two 
irregular rows near the midrib. Mett. Fil. Ind, p. 240. Hook. Syn. 
FiL 302. Oleandra neriiformis, Bedd . F S. 1 91. 

South India on the Western mountains, particularly abundant 

in Coorg, rare elsewhere ; Cey- 
lon, central provinces. Mr. 
Clarke considers this species 
not distinct from the last ; 
they appear to me as distinct 
as the other#*; all four, how- 
ever, are so closely allied that 
they might be all considered 
varieties of one species. 

3. Oleandra Wallichii. 
(Fresl.) Caudex creeping, root- 
ing, thicker than a goose-quill, 
densely clothed with subulate 
crisped ferruginous, spreading 
and often reflexed scales 
thickly tufted at the extremity 
of the branches; stipes dis- 
oleandra . Wallichii. (PresL) tant I-3 inches long and some- 
times paleaceous, jointed close to the base, so that the very* short 
lower articulation is concealed among the scales ; fronds 6-14 inches 
long, membranaceous soft, more or less hairy, subellipticil-oblong, 
the sides parallel, the base often obtuse and rounded, the apex 
suddenly and sharply acuminate; sori compact, almost imbricated 
in a continuous line close to and parallel with the costa on each 
side; involucres reniform, ciliated, opening towards the margin. 
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Prtsl. Tint. Bter. p. ?8. Hook. Sp. Fil. iv. 158. Aspid. Wallkhii, 
Hook. \x. M, L p. €. t. 5. Btdd. F. B. /. /. 265. 

Birma and the Malay Peninsula. 

) 

4. xOus^BRA Cumingii. ( J. Sm.) Caudex creeping, scarcely 
so thick as a writing pen, clothed with close-pressed subulate imbri- 
cated scales, stipes subterminal and subaggregated 2-7 inches long, 
slightly downy, articulated within £-3 inches from the base ; fronds 
i-ti foot long, firm membranaceous, elongate lanceolate acuminate, 
very much attenuated and gradually decurrent at the base, pubescent* 
villous ori the costa and veins, sori rather large, forming a single and 
scarcely interrupted line very near to and on each side the costa, 
y. Sm. in Hook. Jour. Bot. iii. 413. Hook. Sp. Fil. iv. 158. Bedd. 
F.B. 1 1 135. 

Birma and the Malay Peninsula. The Assam locality is doubted 
by Mr. Clarke, who thinks the specimen in the Kew Herbarium of 
Griffith’s was collected at Malacca. The Nilgiri locality is an error, 
the specimen being mussefolia (Kze). 

(Also in the Philippines and Canton.) 


B. Exinvolucrat>e. — Sori without an indusium. Tribes 
Polypodies to Acrosticheae. 

TRIBE X. — POLYPODIES. 

Sori on the back of the lobes, round or rarely short-oblong. 

* Desmobryoid series , habit and mode of growth of Aspidiem , 
the stems continuous with the caudex ; sori generally medtal on the 
veins . 

GENUS LVII. — PHEGOPTERIS. (Fee.) 
c Phegos , beech— the beech fern.) 

Sori round, veins forked or pinnate, veinlets free ; fronds from 
pinnate to decompound. Habit of Lastrea, and only differing from 
Ml featis in wanting an indusium* * 
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1. Phegopteris Scottii. (Eedd.) Caudex suberect, stout 
tufted, dothed with brownish-black subulate scales as is the base of 
the stipe ; fronds pinnate, oblong, with the stipe 10-12 inches long, 
by about 3 inches broad, rachif furnished with hair-like scales; 
pinnae alternate 6-7 approximated pairs, with a terminal one, lower 
pair not much decreased in size, all short oblong or ovate obtuse 
from a square unequal base about i£ inches long, by a little less 
than 1 inch broad, and furnished with falcate acute serratures, gla- 
brous on both sides, but with a few weak setae or scales on the costa 
and veins, especially beneath ; veins 
in pinnate groups, the lower veinlet 
or the two lower not reaching more 
than half-way to the margin, upper 
ones terminating in a dot within 
the margin; sori medial on the lower 
2-3 veinlets. Bcdd . F B . 7 . /. 345. 

Near Darjeeling, Valley of the 
Rungbee, 2,000 feet elevation (per- 
haps an abnormal form of Lastrea 
cuspidata or hirtipes). 

2. Phegopteris erubescens. 

( Wall . under Poly podium?) Stipes 
tufted 1-2 feet and more long, stout, 
as well as the rachis and costa more or less purplish-tawny, fronds in 
general ample but varying from 1 to 4 feet in length and from 6 
indies to more than 2 feet in breadth, firm, sub-coriaceous, broad- 
ovate acuminate, pinnate, pinnas 3-16 inches long, inch wide, 
approximate, sessile, elongate-oblong, the sides parallel for a long 
way and then gradually acuminated to a serrated apex, deeply nearly 
to the costa pinnatifid, segments oblong, subfalcate, rather acute, 
entire or obscurely serrated, glabrous above, beneath sparingly fur- 
nished with longish white needle-like hairs on the rachis and costas 
and sometimes on the veins ; veins approximate, simple free, two 
lowermost opposite pair meeting but scarcely uniting at the sinus, 

20 
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soriferfeus always at the very base, so as to form two lines or series (at 
length q&nftutA) one on each side and close to the costa, not extend- 
ing to the ap&x of the segment ; main rachis stout with a bioad groove 
on the tipper side (when dry.) Wall. Cat . n. 330. Hook. Sp. FU. 
iv. 2$$. Bedd. F. B. I t. 213. Hook. Syn. Fil. 306. 

Himalayas, Kashmir to Bhotan, Khasya, 3,000-7,000 feet 
elevation ; Malay Peninsula. It is very like Lastrea tylodes. 

^ (Also in Malay Islands.) 

3. Phlgopteris auriculata. ( Wall under Polypodium ) 
Stipes stout, densely villous, with white matted hairs (as is the rachis), 
furnished below with numerous ovate black shining scales ; fronds 
ample, firm, membranaceous, 3 feet and more long, 16 inches broad, 
oblong-lanceolate acuminate, generally gradually attenuated below by 
the dwarfing of the pinnae, pinnated, pinnae numerous, about 8 inches 
long by 1 inch broad, sessile and furnished at the base on the 
under side with a curious hooked gland, sometimes nearly quarter 
inch long, pinnatifid nearly to the rachis, segments broad ob- 
long, very obtuse, entire, subfalcate, costa costules and veins 
villous, and the segments sparingly hairy on both sides between 
the veins ; veins pinnate, simple, extending to the margin, lowest 
pair entering the margin above the sinus, soriferous below the 
middle, spore cases furnished with a few long weak hairs. Poly- 
podium auriculatum, Wall. Cat. 314. Hook. Syn. Fil. 306. 
Bedd. F B. I. t 203. 

Himalayas, from Gurwhal to Bhotan, 5,000-8,000 feet 
elevation, common abrnt Darjeeling, Khasya, Myrung wood, 
5,000 feet elevation. Polypodittm appendiculatum, Bedd. F B. /. 
25 6, is only a ‘ state of this with the pinnae not reduced at 
the base. 

(Also in Java.) 


4. Phegopteris Vulgaris. (Melt.) Rhizome slender creeping ; 
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stipe with large lanceolate yellowish-brown scales near the base 
fronds 6-9 inches long by 4-6 inches broad, subdeltoid, lowest pinnae 
as long or nearly as long as any above them, main rachis beneath, 
with small ovate scales, pinnae inch broad, cut down nearly to 
the main rachis, lobes oblong blunt or scarcely acute, entire or slightly 
crenate, 1 1-2 lines broad, more or less pilose on both sides ; veinlets 
6-8 on a side, the lower ones forked ; sori nearer the margin than 
the midrib. Mett. Fit . Hort \ Lips. 83. Poly podium Phegopteris, 
Hook. Syn. FiL 308. Clarke, F. N. I. 544. 

Cashmir, above Sonamurg, 1 1,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in North Europe, Asia, and America; Caucasus and 
Japan.) 

5. Phegopteris distans. {Don. under Polypodium.) Stipe 
tufted, squamose near the base up to 2 feet long, yellowish or dark 
purplish-brown, glossy ; fronds up to about 3 feet long, the lower pinnae 
generally reduced and distant, sometimes not at all reduced, pinnae 
6-8 inches long, i| inch broad, cut down nearly or quite to the rachis 
into deeply pinnatifid pinnules i inch broad, with blunt or acute 
toothed or subentire lobes, the base dilated, texture herbaceous, rachis 
villous or rarely glabrous, undersurface a little hairy; veinlets pinnate 
in the ultimate lobes, pellucid ; sori generally on the lower veinlets 
below the apex, or rarely apical, the ve inlet not being continued beyond 
the sorus. Polypodium, Don. Prod., FI. Nep. 2. Polypodium 
paludosum (/>/.), Bedd. F. S. L t. 168. P. Griffithii, Hook . Sp. FiL 
iv. 236. P. longipes, Wall. Cat. 316. P. adnatum, Wall. Cat. 328. 
P.brunneum, Wall. Cat. 333. This variety “adnata,” Clarke , F. N. I. 
p. 544 (which is Lastrea microstegia, Hook. Sp. FiL iv. 119 and Bedd. 
F. B. I. t. 39) only differs in being a little more compound and 
generally bipinnate, but it runs into the type. Var. “ glabrata ” of 
Clarke only differs in being somewhat more glabrous. Var. “ minor ” 
of Clarke is a smaller, less cut form, pinnae only 1-2 inches long, 
pinnatifid only one-third down, but it runs into the type. 

North India, from Kashmir to Bhotan, 3,000-8,000 feet elevation, 
very common ; Khasya, 3,000-5,000 ; South India, on the Western 
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mountains, 5,000-8,000 feet, very abundant ; Ceylon ; Malay 
Peninsula. 

6. Pmf.gopteris RUFESCENS. ( Blume , under Polypodium .) 

Caudex creeping, furnished with appressed scales and wiry roots, stipe 
8-16 inches long and together with the main and partial rachises 
slightly asperous ; fronds 12-18 inches long by 9-12 inches broad, 
subdeltoid, subcoriaceous, puberulous beneath, with minute yellow 
hairs, bi-tripinnatifid, i. e. lower pair of pinnae often bipinnatifid, 
upper ones pinnatifid, pinnules 
oblong obtuse, spinulose-ser- 
rate ; veins pinnate, 3-4 on a 
side, veinlets simple or forked, 
reaching to the margin ; sori 
medial on the veinlets. Poly- 
podium, Bl. Fil. Jav. p. 194, t. 

9 1 . Hook. Sp. Fil. i v. 2 5 7 . Syn. 

Fil. 309. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 236. 

Ceylon, central provinces, 

3,000-5,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Java, New Cale- 
donia and Queensland.) 

7. Phegopteris Dryop- 
teris. {Linn, under Poly- 
podium.) Rhizome creeping ; 
stipe with lanceolate subulate 
scales near the base ; fronds 
3-8 inches long and broad, deltoid, 3-pinnate, thin green, nearly 
glabrous, often glandulose, lower pinnae largest, pinnules lanceolate, 
only the lowest free, oblong slightly crenate, texture thin herbaceous, 
rachis glabrous ; veins pinnate in the lobes, veinlets forked or simple ; 
sori submarginal a little below the apex of the veinlet. Polypodium 
Dryopteris, Linn. Sp. PI. 15 55. Hook. Syn. Fil. 309. Bedd. F. B. I. 
t. 74. Polypodium Robertianum, Milde , Fil. Eur. 99- 
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Kashmir, 7,000-11,000 feet elevation, and eastwards"to Kumaon. 

(Also in Arctic and Alpine Europe, Asia and America.) 

8. Phegopteris ornata. ( Wall. under Poly podium) Caudex 
erect ; stipe, main and partial rachises with lanceolate-linear scales and 
muricate or scabrous from their persistent bases, not pilose, viscous or 
glaucous ; fronds very large up to 15-20 feet long, tripinnate, except 
that there is a very regular wing to the rachis, pinnae generally 2 feet 
or more long and about 1 foot broad, secondary pinnae 1-2 inches broad, 



PHEGOPTERIS DRYOPTERIS. (Linn.) PHEGOPTERIS ORNATA. (Wall) 


theii rachis also scabrous and scaly and furnished with long white 
needle-like hairs, tertiary pinnules up to \ inch broad, linear-oblong 
from a sessile square base, resting on the wing of the tertiary rachis, 
rather distant from each other, acute or blunt at the apex, deeply often 
nearly to the costa pinnatifid, the costa and often the veins furnished 
with needle-like hairs, texture thin herbaceous ; veinlets simple or 
forked; sori medial. Wall. Cal. 327. Bedd. F. S. It. 171. 
Lastrea tenericaulis, Hook. Sp. Fil iv. t. 269, not the description which 
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partly refers to Lastrea tenericaulis. Phegopteris pallida (Brack.), 
Hook. Sp. Fil. iv. 266. 

Himalayas, from Kumaon to Bhotan, in tropical valleys up to 

2.000 feet elevation, common in Chittagong Hill?, 500 feet elevation ; 
South India, Carccor ghat, Malabar and elsewhere along the Western 
ghats, but not common ; Malay Peninsula. 

One of the handsomest of Indian ferns, and much in cultivation, 
it may be a Lastrea (if Phegopteris is to be kept distinct from that 
genus, the propriety of which I doubt), but no one has yet detected 
an indusium, in any case it is quite distinct from Lastrea tenericaulis* 
(Also in North Australia and Polynesia.) 

9. Phegopteris punctata. ( Thitnb . under Polypodium .) 
Rhizome firm, wide-creeping, villous ; stipes scattered 1-2 feet 
long and with the lower part of the main rachis more or less viscous- 
pubescent; fronds 1-4 feet long, tripinnate, pinnae up to about 
2 feet long, lanceolate to deltoid, secondary pinnae 4-6 inches long, 
tertiary pinnae sessile on the rachis, which is not winged, blunt at the 
apex, and pinnated two-thirds down into short rounded crenated 
lobes, more or less furnished on both sides with scurfy hair-like 
scales, the margins often somewhat reflexed, as in Hypolepis ; sori 
copious towards the apex of the veinlets and near the margin. Thunb. 
FI. Jap. 337. Phegopteris punctata, Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 312. 
Polypodium rugulosum, Hook. Sp. Fil. iv. 272. Bedd. F S. I. t. 
170. Polyp, rugulosum, Labill. FI. Nov. Hoi. ii. 92 t. 241. Hypo- 
lepis hostilis, Presl. (as to the NUgiri plant.) 

Himalayas, from Chumba to Bhotan and Chittagong, 1,000- 

5.000 feet elevation ; South India, common on the Western moun- 
tains at the higher elevations ; Ceylon, about Newera Elya ; Malay 
Peninsula. 

(Also almost throughout the tropics and south temperate zone, 
extending to Japan, New Zealand, St. Helena, and Chili; not from 
continental Africa.) 

10 Phegopteris subdigitata. (Bit. me, ttider Polypcditm.) 
Stipes tufted, firm, continuous with the rachi.®, furfuracecus, or 
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nearly naked ; fronds very large, 3 feet or more long, broad lanceolate 
to deltoid, 3-4 pinnate, the rachis furfuraceous, pinnae 8-10 inches 
long, often with clusters of viviparous buds in their axils, secondary 
pinnae petiolate about 2 inches long; tertiary pinnae petiolate §-§ inch 
long, pinnatifid, and generally pinnate at the base, the lower lobes 
incised, the upper ones generally entire, texture thin membranaceous, 
drying quite green, glabrous; veinlets forked or simple, pellucid, termin- 
ating well within the margin and clavate at the apex ; sori small below 
the apex of the veinlet. Polypodium subdigitatum, Bl. FL Jar. 
Fit. 196. /. 93. Bedd. F. B. Ft. 229. Hook. Syn. Fit. p. 340. 
Phegopteris davallioides (Mett.), Hook. Sp. FiL iv. 256. Polypodium 
coniifolium, Wall. Cat. 326. 

Himalayas, from Nepal to Bhotan, 6,000-9,000 feet elevation, 
common ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

GENUS. LVIII. — GONIOPTERIS. (Brest.) 

( Go?iia , angle; pferis , fern— the veinlets meeting and forming angles.) 

Habit and venation of Nephrodium, /.<?., veins pinnate, the 
lowest or several pairs of veinlets of contiguous groups anastomosing 
at an angle from which proceeds an excurrent veinlet ; stipes con- 
tinuous with the rhizome ; fronds pinnate, in fact, all the characters 
as in Nephrodium, except that there is no indusium to the sorus. 

All the supposed Indian species except the following have been 
proved to possess an indusium in a young stage or under certain 
conditions, so that they have been transferred to Nephrodium, the 
following species deviates somewhat from the habit of Nephrodium 
in its elongated proliferous non-seeding fronds, and in being often 
copiously branched from the axils, the sori are often those of Menis- 
cium rather than Goniopteris. 

1. Goniopteris prolifera. (Boxk.) Rhizome stout, wide- 
creeping; fronds 1-2 feet long, pinnate, often flagelliform and 
much elongated but then non-seeding, with pinnae more or less 
dwarfed and rooting from the apex or some of its axils, often also 
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branched by complete pinnate fronds springing from the axils of the 
pinnae, pinnae generally 4-6 inches long, i-f inch broad, the 
margin bluntly lobed or crenated, the apex blunt or acute, texture 
herbaceous or subcoriaceous, rachis and under side glabrous or 
slightly pubescent ; veinlets fine, 6-10 on a side; sori medial, puncti- 
form oblong or even linear and often confluent in age. Roxb. Wall. 
Cat. 312, in Calc. Journ. Nat. Hist. iv. 489. t. 32. Hook. Syn. Fil. 
315. Bedd. F S. /. t. 172. Meniscium, Swartz . 

Throughout the Indian region generally on banks of rivers and 
ditches in the plains or low down on the hills. 

(Also in North Australia, Tropical and South Africa and its 
Islands ; Philippines ; New Caledonia ; South China.) 

GENUS LIX. — DICTYOPTERIS. {Pres!.). 

(Diktyov, a net ; pteris , fern — the veins netted.) 

Habit and venation of Aspidium, i.e. y veins copiously anasto- 
mosing wit hor without free included veinlets, only differing from 
Aspidium in wanting an indusium. 

1. Dictyopteris Barberi. (Hook.) Stipes tufted, 6-12 inches 
long, slightly scaly at the base ; fronds palmately 5-lobed or more 
usually pinnate with a large terminal segment and impairs of pinnae, 
the upper ones oblong-lanceolate, 4-6 inches long, 1 inch broad, 
nearly entire, the lowest pair with a deep lanceolate lobe at the base 
on the lower side, texture subcoriaceous, both sides naked ; areoles 
rather large and regular, with copious free veinlets ; sori copious, 
principally in two rows near the main veins, dorsal or terminal on a 
vein or veinlet. Hook. Sp. v. p. „ioo. Syn. Fit. 317. Bedd. 
F B. I. t. 322. 

Malacca. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

2. Dictyopteris tenerifrons. (Hook.) Caudex small, creep- 
ing underground, scaleless with very few radicles, stipes few, remote, 
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slender, glossy, stramineous, the base very tomentose with a few 
sparse scales partly subterraneous, attached to the caudex by a small 
point ; fronds thin, membranaceous pale-green, glabrous, subpuber- 
ulous on the veins, 6-9 inches long, quite as broad as long, cordate- 
deltoid, subternate or pinnated with 3-9 subfalcate pinnae, lateral 
ones nearly opposite, petiolate, lowest pair half ovate, acuminate, 
4-6 inches long, lobate-pinnatifid, those of the superior margin with 
broad ovate nearly equal subdenticulate blunt lobes, the inferior 
ones much elongated and acuminated, the basal ones again lobate 
pinnatifid, intermediate pinnae ovate- lanceolate, pinnatifid, terminal 
pinna long petiolate, broad-ovate 
acuminate, deeply pinnatifid 
especially at the base ; veinlets 
uniformly reticulated, areoles 
with no included free veinlets, 
costular areoles large ; sori rather 
irregularly scattered, dorsal or 
compital. Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 104. 

Bed. F B. I t. 4. 

Moulmein ; very like small 
specimens of Aspidiumcicatarium 
in habit and outline, but there 
are no free veins, and the sori 
are more scattered and larger, 
and show no signs of an in- 
dusium. 

3. Dictyopteris chattagramioa. {Clarke.) Rhizome short, 
stout ; stipes To-12 inches long, tufted, long, black with small scales 
near the base ; fronds deltoid, distinctly dimorphic, pinnate below, 
pinnatifid upwards about 10-12 inches long by 6-7 inches broad, 
lower pinnae deltoid with the lower basal lobes much enlarged, mar- 
gins pinnatifid, surfaces pubescent, the margin with minute golden 
multicellular hairs ; sori naked, medial or terminal on the veins. 
Clarke , F. N I. p. 548, /. 81. 

Chittagong at no elevation, very general. 
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4. Dictyopteris difformis. (BL under Polypodium.) Caudex 
stout ascending, stipes tufted, 4 inches to i£ foot in length, black 
setaceous-paleaceous at the base ; fronds subcoriaceous, minutely pel- 
lucid- punctulate glabrous, often subglaucous beneath, pinnate with 
very ntimerous pinnae, from 6 inches to a foot long, 1-3 inches wide, 
more or less petiolate, broad-oblong, acuminated, the lowest pair 
half-ovate, unequally bipartite, lowest segments deflexed and some- 
times free, and 5-6 inches long, all of them more or less deeply lobed, 
often to within one-third of the costa, the lobes oblong, acute, or 

acuminate entire or sinuate- 
lobate, terminal pinna petiolate 
pinnatifid, costule one to each 
lobe, the veins anastomose 
copiously, forming elongated 
areoles, which are longest near 
the costas and costules, areoles 
frequently including a free 
veinlet; sori dorsal or com- 
pital, or rarely terminal on the 
free veins, copious but rarely 
approaching the costa. Poly- 
podium difforme, BL Fil 
Jav. 135. Hook. Syn . Fil. 
318. Dictyopteris irregularis 
(PresL), Hook. Sp. FiL v. 
1 or. BL Fil. Jav. 164, t. 
7 2. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 77. 
Polypodium confluens, Wall. Cat. 325. 

The Malay Peninsula, Tenasserim, Malacca. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 
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5. Dictyopteris polycarpa. (Metf. under Phegopteris.) Stipe 
6 inches long, reddish yellow, slightly pilose upwards ; frond deltoid 
bipinnatifid, 6-15 inches long, pinnae 6 pairs, lowest largest deltoid 
unequal sided, stalked tripartite, central ligulate acuminate crenate, 
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texture membranaceous, surfaces glabrous ; main veins distinct to 
margin ; areoles with free included veinlets ; sori copiously scattered, 
terminal or compital. Mett. Kuhn . Lin . 36, p. 124. Baker , Hook. 
Syn. Fit. 506. 

Malacca. 

6 . Dictyopteris heterosora. (Baker.) Stipe short brown, 
with spreading linear scales ; fronds oblong-spathulate, 2-3 feet long, 
simply pinnatifid, the lowest foot only a narrow wing to the rachis, 
above this 3-4 pairs of distant oblong-lanceolate acuminate pinna:, 
1 1 -2 inches broad at middle, confluent in a narrow wing, the lowest 
simple or bipartite, texture thin but firm, surfaces glabrous, ribs naked 
brownish; main veins distinct to edge, 3-4 lines apart with distinct 
arches between them, and copious small areoles with free included 
veinlets ; sori very abundant, small irregular, often confluent. Baker , 
Hook . Syn. Fil. 506. 

Malacca, (habit of Aspidium vastum.) 

** Eremobryoid series. Stems articulated at the point of junction with 

the rhizome ; sori generally , not always , terminal on the veins. 

GENUS LX. — POLYPODIUM. (Linn) 

(Polys, many : pous , foot ; polypus , — the rhizome when destitute of 
fronds, having the appearance of some kinds of sea polypus.) 

Veins all free; sori naked, generally punctiform, round, rarely 
oblong, generally terminal on the veinlets, or more rarely below the 
apex ; fronds simple or pinnatifid or rarely pinnate or more 
compound. 

* Fronds entire. 

I. Polypodium parasiticuM. (Mett.) Rhizome erect, rarely 
creeping ; stipes tufted, subsessile, hairy or fuscous , fronds 2-3 
inches long, § inch broad (rarely more), narrow linear (rarely 
abnormally pinnatifid), blunt at the apex, gradually narrowed at the 
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base, the margin entire or ^lightly undulated, texture herbaceous to 
subcoriaceous, both sides more or less clothed with long hairs ; veins 
more or less immersed, forked ; sori often mixed with copious hairs, 
round or linear, at the apex of the superior veinlet forming a single 
row on each side of the costa. Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 319. Bed<L 
F. S. I. t. 165. P. mediale (Baker), Hook . Syn. Fil. p . 507. 

South India, common on the Nilgiris and other Western moun- 
tains at the highest elevations ; Ceylon. (This includes P. mediale of 
Baker, the sori often being linear and globose on different fronds 
of the same plant, as in 
my figure quoted abqye). 

Mr. Wall sends some 
specimens from Ceylon 
with a creeping root, 
but I never saw it creep- 
ing in the Nilgiri plant. 

2. Polypodium 
subevenosum. (Baker.) 

Stipes tufted, very short, 
black wiry ; fronds 3-4 
inches long, £ inch 
broad, ligulate, the point 
bluntish, the lower part 
narrowed very gradually, 
the edge slightly repand, 
texture subcoriaceous, 
colour bright green, the 
rachis black, slightly fur- 
furaceous below ; veins 
simple, very short and indistinct ; sori round, tending slightly to- 
wards oblong, in a long row on each side close to the midrib. Hook. 
Syn . Fil. p. 320. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 323. 

Penang. 

3. Polypodium zeylanicum. (Mett.) Rhizome strong, wide- 
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creeping, clothed with broad grey scales ; stipe 1 inch or more long, 
clothed with soft spreading hairs; fronds 8-12 inches long, J-f inch 
broad, acuminate, the base narrowed very gradually, the margins 
slightly undulated ; texture subcoriaceous, both sides naked ; veins 
forked oblique, rarely simple ; sori round, at the apex of the upper 
veinlet, or at the apex of the vein when simple, forming a single row 
on each side of the costa. Hook. Syn. Fil. 321. Bedd . FS.Lt.2y1 . 

Ceylon, Newera Elya, on rocks and trees. 

4. Polypodium Wallii. {Bedd.) Rhizome creeping, scaly, fur- 
nished with numerous thick black wiry roots ; stipes 3-6 lines long, 
scaly and hairy; frdnds linear-lanceolate with a blunt apex 3 inches 
long by \ inch broad, thick, coriaceous, the veins quite hidden, more 
or less clothed on both sides and on the margins with delicate black 
hairs ; veins thick, forked (or simple towards the apex of the frond) ; 
sori large, round, terminal on the superior veinlet and forming 
a regular row on each side about midway between the costa and 
the margin. Bedd. Fern Sup. t. 380. Poly podium parasiticum, var. 
pilosiusculum, Thw . MS. C. P. 3921. 

Ceylon, Adam’s Peak ; allied to parasiticum, but much larger 
and of much thicker texture. 

5. Polypodium hirtellum. {Bl.) Caudex small ascending, 
scaly above ; stipes tufted \-i \ inch long, slender, filiform, villous, 
with spreading reddish-brown hairs, fronds firm-membranaceous, 
linear-oblong to lanceolate, 1-4 or more inches long, ^ of an inch 
broad, quite entire at the margin, attenuated at the base, rather 
densely villous and ciliated with similar hairs to those of the stipes; 
veins spreading, simple or often forked near the base ; sori in a single 
regular series close to the costa ; veins when simple soriferous near 
their base, when forked, soriferous at the apex of the short fork. 
Bl. En. Fil. Jav. p. 123. Hook . Sp. Fil. iv. 166. Polypodium hir- 
tum, Hook. Sp. Fil. iv. 170, {not Mett.). Bedd. F B. /. 212. P. 
lasiosorum {Hook.), Bedd. F. B. I. t. 172. 

Ceylon. 

(Also in Java and Luzon.) 
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6. Polypodium sessiufolium. (Hook.) Caudex small, erect 
or ascending, scaly ; stipes scarcely any ; fronds tufted, membrana- 
ceous, firm, 3-9 inches long, 2-3 lines wide, linear, scarcely 
acuminated, obtuse, attenuated at the base ; veins oblique, approxi- 
mate, forked ; sori oblong, parallel with the costa in lines or series inter 
mediate between the costa and the margin, medial on the upper 
veinlet. Hook. Fil. iv. 168. Syn. Fil. p. 322. Bedd. F. B. I. /. 119. 

Penang. 

(Also in the Philippines.) 

** Fronds pinnatifid 

7. Polypodium cornicerum. 

(Baker.) Fronds tufted, subses- 
sile, erect ligulate, 3-4 inches long, 

2-2 1 lines broad, pinnatifid or 
subpinnate, lobes 20-30 jugate, 
diminishing in size from middle of 
frond both ways, almost triangu- 
lar, subacute, repand on the upper 
edge; texture subcoriaceous, sur- 
faces glabrous ; veins one to each 
lobe, forked, falling far short of 
the margin ; sorus large round, 
solitary at fork close to main rachis, 
and medial on the vein. Hook. 

Syn. Fil. 503. Bedd. Fern Svp . 
t. 381. 

Ceylon, Horton plains, rare, 

(C. P. 4005.) 

8. Polypodium cuculla- polvpo <P ium cucullatum. (Ate.) 
tum. (Nees.) Caudex very small, ascending ; stipes densely tufted 
1-3 lines long, naked ; fronds subcoriaceous or somewhat membra- 
naceous, 3-5 inches long, 2-3 lines broad, flaccid, linear-lanceolate 
acuminate, deeply nearly to the costa pinnatifid ; the lobe* linear- 
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oblong line broad, those of the upper half fertile, broader and with 
the edges upcurved so as to clasp the large solitary sorus ; costa and 
sometimes the frond deciduously pilose. Hook. Syn . FtL 324. Ca- 
lymmodon cucullatus (Presl.), Bedd. F S. L t. 233. 

Ceylon, on rocks and trees, central and southern provinces, 
3,000-5,000 feet elevation. 




9. Polvpodttjm khasvanum. (/rook.) Stipes tufted, very short, 

fringed with soft hairs ; 
fronds up to about 14 
inches long, by ii inch 
broad, flaccid, cut down 
nearly to the rachis into 
linear-oblong entire or 
slightly undulated blunt 
lobes 2-3 lines broad, 
texture thick subcoria- 
ceous ; rachis and both 
aides sparingly hairy; 
veinlets simple ; s6H 
apical on the veinlets, 
sunk in an oval cavity 
(having an elevation 
on the upper side of 
the frond) in rows of 
(S70 . ) 4-fi on each side of the 

midrib. Hook. Syn. FiL 325. Bedd. F B. I. t. 173. 

Khasya 3,000-4,000 feet, near Cherra ; Assam, from Cherra to 
Jowye and Jarain in Jaintea, 3,000-4,000 feet elevation, not plentiful 
anywhere. 



N° 162. 

rOL\TODIUM trichomanoides. 


10. Polypodium trichomanoides. (Su>.) Caudex short, erect, 
paleaceous above, densely rooting with wiry fibres ; stipes short, ^-i 
inch long, densely tufted, patent-villous with long fibrous hairs, 
fronds 3-4 inches to a span long, 2-4 lines wide, rigid-membranaceous, 
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linear, attenuated at both extremities, deeply nearly to the costa 
pinnatifid or almost pinnate (quite so at the very base), lobes hori- 
zontally patent from a broad base, ovate or oblong entire, sub-concave 
beneath, sub-deciduously ciliated with long fibrous or blackish 
patent hairs ; veins solitary in each lobe, simple or forked, each lobe 
having a single sorus near the base of the veins and the costa. Hook. 
Sp. Fil iv. 178 ; Syn. Fil. 326. Bedd. F B. I. t. 2. 

Sikkim, 9,000-12,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in South America, Brazil and Ecuador ; and Cuba.) 

11. Polypodium glandulosum. ( Hook .) Caudex small, in 
distinct, clinging to the bark of trees by copious 
rooting fibres, the rest of the plant all over 
pilose-glandulose, most so beneath ; stipes 
tufted 1-3 lines long, fronds 2-4 inches long, | 
inch broad, linear obtuse, scarcely attenuated 
at either extremity, rather firm-membrana- 
ceous, sub -succulent, deeply nearly to the 
rachis pinnatifid ; segments ovate, sub-acute, 
horizontally patent, decurrent at the base, 
lowermost ones free, all of them serrate-pinna- 
tifid, costule, and rather distant few and ob- 
lique simple veins indistinct ; sori 1-6 to each 
segment globose. Hook. Sp. Fil iv. 193- 
Syn. Fil. 327. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 238B. 

Ceylon, in the central provinces, Ram- 
bodde, and summit of Wattakelia Hill 

12. Poly podium Thwaitesii. (Bedd.) Caudex creeping, 
clothed with lanceolate scales ; fronds sessile or subsessile, sub- 
coriaceous, perfectly glabrous, 2-4 inches long by about 1 me 
broad, lanecolate or oblanceolate, deeply almost to the rachis pin- 
natifid ; lobes 1-2 lines broad, lanceolate, blunt, rather ascending, 
more or less repand or sinuate-pinnatifid, the lower reduced 
gradually to a narrow wing ; veinlets distant, erect-patent, simple or 
more rarely forked, where simple soriferous at the apex, where 
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forked the superior veinlet only is soriferous ; sori round, slightly 


immersed. Bedd F. B. I. t. 188. 



N?I64. 

POLYPOUIUM Thwaitesii. \fkdd.) 

Exp. p. 7, /. 2, / 2. Bedd. F. 
Cat. t 313. 


Baker , in Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 508. 

Ceylon, about Dickoya, on 
trees, very sweet scented (C.P. 
3 , 900 ). 

13. Polypodium decorum. 
{Brack) Caudex short, rather 
thick, creeping, densely ferrugi- 
nous-squamose, stipes approxi- 
mate, sub-terminal on the caudex, 
2-4 lines long ; fronds coriaceous, 
glabrous, 6-12 inches long, |-i 
inch broad, narrow-lanceolate, 
much and almost caudate-acu- 
minate, the base very gradually 
attenuated into the short stipe, 
deeply and nearly to the rachis 
pinnatifid, segments horizontally j 
patent, narrow-oblong obtuse, ; 
quite entire, below gradually be- 
coming shorter and broader and 
forming shallow elongated lobed 
wings at the base ; costa glabrous 
or piiosulous, costule and veins 
quite sunk and inconspicuous; 
son oblong, 2-8 in a row, on each 
side of the costule, and apical on 
the short veins, which do not 
nearly reach the margin, partially 
sunk in a hairy cavity (but with 
no raised border). Hook. Sp. 
Fil. iv. 179. Brack . Fil. Un . St. 
B. I. t. 238 a. P. serra, Wall. 
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South India, on the Tinneveliy Mountains, near Courtallum ; 
Ceylon, Singhe Rajah Forest; Singapore and Mount Ophir; North- 
west India, near Mandal (Edgeworth). 

(Also in Borneo, Luzon, Tahiti.) 

14. Polypodium .fuscatum. (. Bl .) Stipes tufted, 1-3 inches 
long, densely clothed with soft spreading hairs ; fronds 3-6 inches 
long, -J-i inch broad, cut down nearly to the rachis throughout into 
close entire obtuse pinnae, 

}, line broad, the lower 
ones shorter and broader, 
texture subcoriaceous, 
rachis and both sides 
thinly clothed with soft 
hairs; veins obscure, sim- 
ple ; sori forming a close 
row on each side the 
midrib, at last filling 
nearly the whole surface. 

Hook. Syn. Fil. p . 331. 

Bedd. F. B. I t. 324. 

Ceylon. 

(Also in Java.) 

* * * Fronds pinnate. 

15. Polypodium 

olliquatum. {Bli) Stipes 
tufted, 1 inch or more 
long, rigid, naked or vil- polypodium decorum. {Brack.) 

lous ; fronds up to 15 inches long and 2 inches broad, pinnate, being 
cut down to the rachis throughout into entire close subhorizontal 
linear pinnae, i-il lines broad, dilated at the base, the lower ones 
dwarfed, texture subcoriaceous ; rachis naked or hispid, both sides 
naked ; veinlets simple, not reaching the margin ; sori sunk in a 
cavity 4-6 on each side, apical on the veinlets ; the edges of the 
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fertile pinnae sometimes undulated. Hook, Syn. Fil. 328. Bedd . 
F S. I, 167. Cryptosorus, Fee. Coelopteris, A . i?r. 

South India, Anamallay Mountains, up the Toracadu River, 
4,000-5,000 feet elevation, Tinnevelly and Travancore Hills; 
Ceylon, common on trees about Newera Elya. 

16. Polypodium 

RfcPANDUI/UM. (Afett.) 

Caudex stout, erect, 
with densely matted 
roots ; stipes tufted, 
very short, naked" or 
hairy ; fronds 4-6 
inches long, about 1 
inch broad, cut down 
to the rachis through- 
out, into erect-patent 
blunt crenated pinnae 
{-i lines broad ; tex- 
ture subcoriaceous ; 
rachis naked, or 
with a few very long 
hairs; surfaces naked, 
or with long hairs 
beneath on the costa; 
veinlets simple, fall- 
ing short of the mar- 
gin ; sori slightly 
immersed, filling 

nearly the whole POLYVOl)l{JU REP a.ndulum. (Mat. 

space between the 

midrib and the margin, and apical on the veinlets. Hook . Syn , Fil. 
328. Polypodium subfalcaium, var. fl, Bedd . F. B. I. t. 189B. 
Polyp, minutum (Baker), Hook . Syn. Fil. 328, as far as the Ceylon 
plant is concerned. C. P. 3073. 

Ceylon, higher parts of central provinces, on tranks of trees. . 
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17. Polypodium subfalcatum. ( Bl .) Rhizome erect ; stipes 
densely tufted, clothed with soft spreading hairs ; fronds 2-10 inches 
long, by £-1 inch broad pinnate, i.e. cut down to the rachis into close 
spreading pinnae ; pinnae hairy on both sides, soft in texture, rather 
sharply toothed sometimes one-third or half-down, decurrent at the 
base, the lower ones gradually reduced ; veinlets simple, hot reaching 
the margin ; sori apical on the veinlets one to each tooth or lobe 
of the pinnae. BL Fil. Jav. 1 86, t. 87. A. B. Hook. Syn. Fil . 328. 



Polyp, parvulum, Bedd. 
F S. /. t. 166, not Bory. 
P. subfalcatum, Bedd. 
FB. I. 189 ,fig. A. (not 
Jig. B.) P. parvulum, 
Thw. En. FI. Zey . p. 
394 in part, C. P. 1290, 
nut's 073. It differs from 
the last in being soft in 
texture instead of coria- 
ceous, in being much 
more hairy (repandulum 
being generally quite 
glabrous), in being ser- 
rate instead of crenulate, 
and in the sori not 
being immersed. Mr. 
Thwaites included them 


polypodium subfalcatum. (Bl.) both under his parvu- 

lum, and Mr. Baker has the former both under repandulum and 
minutum in the Synopsis Filicum. 

South India, Nilgiris Lamb’s Rock near Conoor, Anamallays 
banks of Toracadu river, 4,5000 feet ; Ceylon, central provinces ; 
North India, Himalayas from Gurvvhal to Bhotan, 5,000-9,000 feet 
elevation ; Khasya. Mr. Clarke says that some of the Khasya 
specimens are as small as P. trichomanoides, but that species has 
only one sorus to each pinna, whilst this has the pinna polysorus, or 
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one to each lobe of the pinna, besides the sori are differently 
situated. 


* * * * Fr 0 ) ids compound . 

1 8. Polypodium darE/EFOrme. (Hook.) Rhizome stout, 
creeping, clothed densely with filiform golden scales ; stipes 6-9 
inches long, articulated on the rhizome, naked, glossy ; fronds 
12-18 inches long, 8-12 inches broad, sub-deltoid, 3-4-pinnate ; 
Darea-like ; pinnae 1-2 inches broad, lanceolate deltoid ; secondary 
pinnae £ inch long, tertiary pinnae small, forked or pinnate ; the 
ultimate segments narrow, almost filiform bluntish, texture herba- 
ceous, rachis glossy, both sides quite naked ; veins one to each 
ultimate segment, not reaching the margin, and thickened at the 
apex, and bearing the sorus low down ; sori extending beyond the 
margins of the segments ; indusium none. Hook. Sp. Fil. iv. 256, 
Syn. Fil. 339. Acrophorus Hookeri, Bedd. F B. I. 95 (not Moore , 
which is Leucostegia Hookeri.) 

Himalayas and Khasya, 4,000-5,000 feet elevation. This 
cannot belong to Phegopteris as the stipes are articulated with the 
rhizome ; it is very probably a Leucostegia, but no indusium is to be 
detected in the many examples that I have examined ; it has long 
been confused with Leucostegia Hookeri, which it closely resembles 
in habit. 


GENUS LXI. — GONIOPHLEBIUM. (Presl.) 

(Gonia, angle ; phebes, veins— the veins forming angles.) 

Veins forming ample regular areoles, each with a simple or rarely 
forked free included veinlet, on which the sorus is terminal, often in 
the costal areoles only, but sometimes also in the second or even the 
third row, marginal veinlets free ; sori non indusiate, globose or 
rarely oblong; fronds pinnatifid or pinnate (simple in s)m e species 
not Indian); rhizome wide-creeping, the stipe articulate 01 the 
rhizome; pinnae articulate with the rachis. 
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* Fronds pinnatifid or somewhat pinnate at the base only . 

1. Goniophlebium am^num. {Wall.) Caudex creeping, 
stout, densely paleaceous, with ferruginous subulate scales, which 
are sub-adpressed, never hair-pointed ; stipes a span to a foot or 
more long, stramineous or brown ; fronds 1 to nearly 2 feet long, 
6-xo inches wide, glabrous or sub-pubescent, ovate, terminating in a 
lanceolate acuminate subentire segment, deeply pinnatifid to within 

2- 3 lines of the costa, segments horizontal, more or less approximate, 

3- 8 inches long, inch wide, subfalcate from a broad base, 
ensiform gradually acuminate, entire, or coarsely dentate-serrate, 
lowest pair deflexed, veins forming one costal series of moderately 
sized soriferous areoles, and sometimes two (the second not sori- 
ferous), marginal veinlets free, soriferous veinlet always arising from 
the vein at a distance from the costa ; sori subglobose sunk (papil- 
lose on jthe upper s ; de.) Hook. Sp. FiL v. 24. Wall. Cat. n. 290. 
Bedd. F B. I. t. 5. 

Himalayas, from Gurwhal to Bhotan, 4,000-11,000 feet ele- 
vation, common ; Khasya 3,000-6,000 feet. (Clarke’s var. 
tonglensis from Tonglu near Darjeeling, appears only to differ in 
the pinnae being blunt at the apex, there is, however, only one poor 
specimen known of it.) 

2. Goniophlebium subama:num. (Clarke.) Rhizome slender, 
densely clothed with grey-brown lanceolate-subulate scales, winch are 
subadpressed, never hair- pointed, near the base of the main rachis 
are sometimes ovate or lanceolate scales ; stipes about 2 Inches long ; 
fronds 6 inches long, deeply pinnatifid nearly to the rachis, lower 
segments much abbreviated arid deflexed, all serrated at the margins ; 
costal arches of the main rachis continued nearly or quite to the base 
of the frond ; main rachis above glabrous or puberulous. Clarke , 
F N. I. p. 550, t. 82,/ 2. 

Very nearly allied to amaenum, and perhaps only a form of it, 
differs in its slender rhizome and small size. 

Himalayas, on the ridge between Sikkim and Nepal, 11,000- 
12,000 feet elevation, very abundant. 
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3. Goniophlebium lachnopus. ( Wall . ) Rhizome more slen- 
der than in amsenum, densely clothed with hair-pointed brown-black 
scales spreading from small bases ; base of the rachis often with a few 
similar scales ; stipe 2-4 inches long, slender naked ; fronds flaccid, 


12-18 inches long, 3-4 
inches broad, cut down 
nearly to the rachis 
into spreading slightly- 
toothed segments l inch 
broad, texture herba- 
ceous, both sides *naked, 
or the rachis beneath 
slightly scaly, and pubes- 
cent above; costalareoles 
in a single series (never 
two as sometimes occurs 
in amaenum), or rarely 
the veins are all free (not 
forming areoles) ; sori in 
a single series in the are- 
oles, or at the apex of the 
forked veinletwhen there 
is no anastomosis. Wall 
Cat. 310. Hook. Syn. 
Fil 342. Bedd. F. B. I. 
t. 1 63. Clarke , F. N. I 
/• 551 - 

Himalayas, from 
Kashmir to Bhotan, 
2,000-3,000 feet eleva- 
tion, very common. 



Khasya, 3,000-5,000 / N?l?i. 

feet elevation. goniophlebium erythrocarpum. (Mett.) 


4. Goniophlebium erythrocarpum. (Melt) Rhizome | line 
thick, glaucous, firm, wide-creeping, scales lanceolate, datk-castaneous, 



32o Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 

minute; not hair-pointed ; stipe 3-4 inches long, naked, stramineous, 
very slender; frond oblong-deltoid, 3-4 inches long, 1 \-2 inches 
broad, pinnatifid nearly to the rachis, lobes 5-10 jugate, ligulate blunt, 
3-4 lines broad, obscurely repan d, adnate, only the lowest narrowed 
at the base, on the lower side scarcely shortened, texture rigidly 
subcoriaceous ; rachis and costas below and under surface pilose ; 
main veins raised, very distinct to nearly the edge, costal areoles in 
one or two series, the second series when present generally without a 
free veinlet in lower areole, sometimes forked, or rarely netted and 
graduating into the venation of Pleopeltis ; sori in a single series in 
the lower areoles. Mett. Kuhn. Linn. 36, p. 135. Hook. Syn . Fil . 
511. Bedd. F3.I Sup . 382. 

All my specimens from Messrs. Clarke and Atkinson have 
typical Goniophlebium venation, so also have nearly all the speci- 
mens at Kew. Mr. Clarke, however, has removed the species to 
Pleopeltis, because some specimens gathered by him have the costal 
areoles less defined and the veinlets somewhat netted and graduat- 
ing into the venation of Pleopeltis. I look upon these as abnor- 
mal, the whole habit of the plant being that of Goniophlebium. 

Sikkim, I^acheen, 9,000-11,000 feet elevation, Yakla valley, 
8,000 feet. 

5. Goniophlebium Hendersoni. (Atkinson, MS.) Rhizome 
very slender, glaucous, wide-creeping, clothed with hair-pointed 
scales ; stipes 3-4 inches long, naked or scaly, very slender, 
grey, stramineous ; fronds narrow-lanceolate 8-10 inches long, 
i\~2 inches broad, deeply nearly to the rachis pinnatifid, or 
the lower lobes or pinnae quite free ; pinnae or lobes 20-30 pair, 
patent lanceolate acute, 3-4 lines broad, distantly incised, all except 
the lowest dilatfed at their base, texture moderately firm, surfaces 
green, naked ; areoles and sori uniserial, the latter near the midrib, 
not crowded, occasionally the veins are all or nearly all quite free and 
not anastomosing, or forming areoles, costal arches of the main 
rachis prominent, very long and narrow, absent of course at the base 
of the larger fronds, where it is pinnate, not pinnatifid. Hook. Syn. 
Ml. p. 51 1. Bedd. F B. /. /. 383. 




GONIOPHLEBIUM MOLLE. ( Bcdd .) 
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Himalayas, dividing ridge between Sikkim and Nepal, and north 
of tlie Jongri* 11,000 to 13,000 feet elevation, very abundant 

6. Goniophlebium microrhizoma. ( Clarke, ) Rhizome 1 line 
thick, firm wide-creeping, clothed with grey-brown ovate or lanceolate 
scaled, not hair*pointed ; base of the rachis often with a few similar scales; 
stipes 4-$ inches long; fronds lanceolate, often caudate at the apex, 
about 1 foot long by 3-4 inches wide, deeply nearly to the rachis 
pinnatifid, the lowest pinnse sometimes free ; pinnae 20-30 pair, 
patent lanceolate acute, 3-4 lines broad, distantly incised, texture her- 
baceous, rachis glabrous above, eastaneous beneath ; areoles and sori 
uniserial, or all the veins often quite free, and not forming areoles. 
Clarke, F N. /. 551. Hook . Syn. Fil. p. 51 1. 1 Bedd. F B. I. t. 384. 

Kashmir to Bhotan, 5,000-8,000 feet elevation, very common. 

* * Fronds distinctly pinnate throughout. 

7. Goniophlebium molle. {Bedd.) Rhizome creeping, size 
of the stem of a tobacco pipe, densely covered with reddish brown 
subulate scales ; fronds 1 \ foot long, 7-8 inches broad, oblong acu- 
minate membranaceous, pinnae numerous, 3-4 inches long, £ an inch 
wide, furnished on both sides as is the rachis with soft weak whitish 
hairs, sinuate-crenate, superior base often subauricled, superior ones 
decurrent on the rachis, remainder sessile from a broad base, or 
inferior ones subpetiolate ; veins forming two series of areoles, the 
lower of which has the soriferous veinlet arising from the side of the 
areole distant from the costa, marginal veinlets free or rarely uniting, 
simple or forked. Bedd \ F B. /. /. 206. Polypodium Beddomei 
(Baker) y Hook . Syn. Fil 2nd Edit 344, 

Malay Peninsula, in Tenasserim. 

8. Goniophlebium subauriculatum, (Bl. under Polypodium). 
Rhizome creeping, stoloniferous, densely clothed with narrow acumi- 
nate, often hair-pointed scales, subpruinate ; stipes a span to a foot 
and more long, sparingly paleaceous, rufous-brown; fronds firm, 
subcoriaceous, glabrous, 2-6 feet long, a foot and more wide, pinnated, 
pinnae horizontal, numerous yet remote, 3-10 inches long, | to nearly 
\ an inch wide, shortly petioled and jointed on the rachis from a 
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somewhat cordate or truncated and occasionally auricled b^se* linear- 
lanceolate, finely and gradually acuminated, serrated ; veins forming a 
double costular series of areoles, including a free venule, of which the 
lower series is soriferous, mar- 
ginal veinlets free ; sori in a 
single series forming slightly 
elevated pustules on the superi- 
or side. Bl. Fil. Jav.p. 177, /. 

83. Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 32. 

Bedd. F B. I. t. 78. 

Khasya, 3,000-^,000 feet N?! 73 . 

elevation; Malay Peninsula. comophlebium subauriculatum. (AY.) 

(Also ia Malay Islands and Queensland.) 



9. Goniophlebium argutum. ( IVall. under Polypodium .) 
Rhizome thick as a writing- 
quill, squarrose with ovate-acute 
short blackish or brown glossy 
spreading scales, stipes 3-4 
inches to a span long, brown 
glossy ; fronds firm-membra- 
naceous, glabrous, 1-2 feet 
long, 8-10 inches broad, pin- 
nated, pinnae distant sub 
horizontally patent, 4-6 inches 
long, i-i inch wide, from a 
broader but obtusely and ob- 
lique cuneated or subtruncated 
base (rarely rotundate-auricled) 
elongate-oblong, acuminate, 
rather obtusely serrated, lower 
ones often opposite, the rest 
alternate, superior ones more 
or less adnate and decurrent, terminal one similar to the rest, veins 
forming a costal series of large oblong soriferous areoles ; marginal 
veins ending in a thickened apex within the margin all free ; sori super- 
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ficial at the apex of the free veins in the costal areoles. Wall. Cat. 
n. 308. Hook. Sp. Fil . v. 32. Bedd. F B. I. t. 6. 

Himalayas, from Kashmir to Bhotan, 4,000-9,000 feet eleva- 
tion, very common. Closely allied to the last species. 


10. Goniophlebium verrucosum. {Wail, under Polypodiuml) 
Rhizome long, stout creeping, very paleaceous; stipes foot and more 
long; fronds 2-3 feet long, oblong-acuminate, firm-membranaceous, 
drooping; pinnae numerous but distant, 6-9 inches long, i-i| 
inch broad, oblong costate, articulate upon the rachis, suddenly and 
shortly cuspidate-acuminate entire or serrated chiefly towards the apex, 
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GONIOPHLEBIUM 
VERRUCOSUM. {Wall.) 


nearly sessile, the base obliquely cuneate ; 
primary veins slender but straight and 
parallel costuliform, forming with the 
anastomosing veins four or five series of 
areoles each with a free included veinlet, 
but of which the lowest series only is so- 
riferous ; sori in a single series next the 
costa sunk in a deep cavity, having a cor- 
responding pustule on the upper side. 
Wall. Cat. n. 296. Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 31. 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 257. 

Malacca and Penang. 

(Also in the Philippines.) 


Mr. J. Smith has separated these East Indian species of Gonio- 
phlebium from the American because the pinnce are articulated with the 
rachis , and he has constituted the genus Schellokpis for them . 


GENUS LXII.— NIPHOBOLUS. {Kaulf.) 

{. Niphos , of snow; bolus, a large pill — the snow-like scales and 

round sori.) 

Fronds on their under surface matted with woolly or cottony 
tomentum ; sori globose or elliptic, superficial or immersed, buried 
in the tomentum ; veins internal, obscure, pinnate, prominent or 
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uniform from a central costa, venules anastomosing sometimes trans- 
versely parallel, forming parallelogrammoid areoles, with excurrent 
free or occasionally connivent or anastomosed veinlets, sometimes 
uniting in roundish or oblong hexagonal unequal oblique areoles, with 
variously directed simple or divaricately forked veinlets, the veins of 
the fertile frond when contracted less developed ; fronds simple or 
rarely lobed, rigid, coriaceous, opaque, the fertile often contracted. 

1. Niphobolus adnascens. (S7c>. under Polypodium.) Rhizome 
wide-creeping, paleaceous with lanceolate-setaceous scales ; stipes dis- 
tant, 1—2 inches long, furnished at the base with lanceolate-linear 
often 'hairy scales; /ronds dimorphous, carnose-coriaceous, dark 
green above, but hoary with sparse stellated pubescence beneath, and 
paler and even white with more copious compact hairs ; sterile fronds, 
2-4 inches long, spathulate or elliptical-lanceolate, obtuse; fertile ones 
6-8 inches long, linear or oblong obtuse or acute, both kinds tapering 
below into the stipe, costa sub-carinate, costules sunk obscure, their 
areoles including four (sometimes only three or two) veinlets, which are 
generally free with clavate apices, though they sometimes*anastomose ; 
sori deep sunk in the tomentum and in the substance of the frond on 
each side of the costa, arranged 5-6 in obliquely transverse series, 
capsules long stalked, mixed with long stalked stellated scales. 
Sw. Syn . Fil. pp. 25 and 228. Hooker. Sp. Fil. v. 47. Bedd. F. S. 
I. i. 184. Wall. Cat. 268. Polyp, verrucosum, Wall. Cat. n. 267. 
P. vittarioides, Wall. Cat. p. 270. P. pertusum, Wall. Cat. 267. 

Throughout India from the plains up to 4,500 elevation; Ceylon ; 
Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in China ; Fiji ; Mascareen Islands, Cameroon Mountains.) 

2. Niphobolus ljEvis. (/. Sm.) Rhizome slender, wide-creep- 
ing, clothed with linear setaceous scales ; stipes distant, somewhat 
hairy inch to nearly 2 inches long, furnished with a tuft of scales 
at their base*; fronds coriaceous, linear-lanceolate, much narrowed 
towards the apex, 2 1-6 inches long, j-f inch broad, glabrous above, 
hairy with stellate pubescence beneath ; venation obscure, costules 
thin, areoles in three series between the costa and margin, with one, 





Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 327 

two or three clavate veinlets in each, which are variously directed, 
free or rarely joined to the base of the areole above ; sori large, 
partially sunk in the tomentum, often confined to the apex of the 
frond, or scattered, or covering nearly all the under surface. Bedd. F. 
B. 1 . /. 1 6 1. P. Niphobolus jaintense, Clarke , F N. /. p. 552, t. 82. 

Khasya hills, Jaintea, Jarain, 3,500 feet elevation. Considered 
a variety of adnascens by Mr. Baker, but sufficiently distinct in its 
venation, I think, to rank as a species. 

3. Niphobolus acrostichoides. (S 7 a.) Rhizome wide-creep- 
ing, branched, younger portions squarrose, with rather large bright fer- 
ruginous lanceolate scales ; stipes 1-3 inches long furnished at the base 
with obtuse scales; frond hard coriaceous, 1-2 feet and more long, 
£-1 inch wide, glabrous above, beneath whitish or tawny, stellate- 
tomentose (tomentum very deciduous) elongate-lanceolate or linear 
obtuse ; sterile fronds generally the broadest ; areoles 5-7 between the 
costa and margin, each with 3-6 veinlets free and simple, or variously 
forked and anastomosing ; sori rather small, prominent, very compact, 
generally occupying the upper part of the frond, arranged in 6-8 
oblique very close series between the costules. S 7 t>. Syn. Fil. p. 29 
and 225. Hook . Sp . FiL v. 44. Bedd . F B. I. L 8 1. Polyp furfu- 
raceum, Wall. Cat. n. 278. 

Birma and the Malay Peninsula generally. I have specimens 
from Tenasserim 2 feet long and only \ inch wide. 

4. Niphobolus Heteractis. ( Mett .) Rhizome wide-creeping, 
the scales copious lanceolate-linear, not adpressed golden ; stipes 
distant up to 7 inches long, more or less scaly ; fronds oblong, 
with a long acumination about 6 inches long by if inches broad, 
coriaceous, the fertile not generally contracted, upper surface glabrous, 
lower clothed with close compact stellate scales, the rays of which are 
broad, with filamentous hairs admixed; areoles in 8-9 series 
between the costa and margin, each including 2-3 veinlets, which 
are generally forked and more or less anastomosing ; sori rather large 
and prominent. Mett. Kuhn in Linn. 36, 140. Clarke , F. N I. p. 
535. N. Lingua, Hook. Syn Fil. 350, in part , a?id p. 512. Bedd. 
F. Supt. t. 385. 
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Sikkim and Bhotan, 4,000-6,000 feet elevation ; Khasya, 
3,000-5,000 feet. This is very near the Japan Lingua, but it appears 
to differ sufficiently to be considered a species, besides the filamen- 
tous hairs radiating round the scales, which it requires a magnifying 
glass to detect, the habit is somewhat different and the scales of the 
rhizome more free and copious. 

5. Niphobolus pannosus. (Mett.) Rhizome wide-creeping, 
slender, scales linear, dark coloured, closely adpressed ; stipes up to 

6 inches long, stellately scaly ; 
fronds lanceolate up to 6 inches 
long by ii inch broad, nar- 
rowed at both ends, coriaceous, 
glabrous above, at least in age, 
beneath densely matted with 
stellate scales, the rays of which 
are hair-like ; areoles in about 
seven series between the costa 
and margin, each including 2- 
4 ve inlets which are simple, 
forked, free, or variously anas- 
tomosing ; sori crowded, rather 
small, 5-6 in a row between 
the main veins, not reaching 
the margins. Mett. Kuhn. 
Linn. 36,/. 141. Hook. Syn. 
Fil. 512. Niphobolus Lingua, Bedd \ F. S. I. t. 240. 

Ceylon, up to 3,000 feet elevation ; Tenasserim. 

6. Niphobolus stigmosus. {Swi) Rhizome wide-creeping, stout 
rufous-paleaceous with slender subulate scales ; stipes subaggregate, 
i-6£ inches long, angled ; fronds a span to 1 £-2 feet and more long, 
1-2-3 inches and more broad, firm, coriaceous, in age glabrous 
above, beneath densely stellate-tomentose and subfurfuraceous (tomen- 
tum forming a close coat), lanceolate or suboblanceolate acuminate, 
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gradually tapering below and decurrent upon the, stipes, costules 
distinct, elevated on the under side; sori immersed, very minute and 
numerous, arranged in compact closely placed lines or series between 
the costules and in equally-compact series transversely with them ; 
areoles in about 10 series between the costa and margin, each in- 
cluding many veinlets which are much branched and anastomosing. 
Sw. Syn. Fil. 29, 226. N. costatus, Hook . Sp . Fil. v. 50. Wall. 
Cat. p. 265. Bedd ’ F. B. T. t. 120. 

Himalayas, from Gurwhal to 
Bhotan, 2,000-6,000 feet elevation, 

Khasya, 2,000-3,000 feet, Paras- 
nath, 2,500 feet; 4 Tenasserim ; 

Golcondah Hills West of Vizaga- 
patam. My Birma specimens have 
very long stipes and the frond scarcely 
decurrent, my Himalaya and Viza- 
gatam specimens have the frond very 
much decurrent, and the stipe very ■ 
short. • ‘ 

7. Niphobolus subfurfura- - 
ceus. (Hook.) Rhizome short, \ 
branched, creeping, the younger 
branches paleaceous with ferruginous 
subulate scales, stipes subaggregated, 

4-5 inches long, nearly glabrous, niphobolus stigmosus. {Sw.) 
fronds 24-30 inches long, 4-5 inches 

wide, broad-lanceolate or oblanceolate, sharply acuminated below, 
gradually and much attenuated ’Upon the stipes, glabrous above, 
minutely sellate-tomentose beneath, the tomentum thin, firm, and 
close so as to appear subfurfuraceous or compactly pannose of a 
whitish colour, costa stout, costules evident but not elevated ; vena- 
tion indistinct, quite that of true Campyloneuron, the areoles from 
15-20 in a series between the costa and the margin, each with 
numerous (8-9) included free or scarcely anastomosing soriferous vein- 
lets ; sori rather small, elevated, subglobose (not in the least sunk). 
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forming as many arched series between the costules as there are 
areoles. Hook. Sp . FiL v. 52. Bedd. F 3 . f. t 259. 

Bhotan and Mishmee. The areoles are much more numerous 
than in stigmosus, and the included veinlets also more numerous, but 
much less anastomosing, the fronds in my specimens are of thinner 
texture, the veinlets being visible (without soaking the frond). 

8. Niphobolus fissus. (BL) Rhizome creeping, paleaceous 

with ferruginous scales, stipes ag- 
gregated short scarcely any or 3-5 
inches long, and then winged or 
margined to the base ; fronds car- 
nose- coriaceous 6 inches to a foot 
and more long, \ an inch to i-if 
inch wide, lanceolate or linear-lan- 
ceolate or even linear, often finely 
acuminated, the margin quite entire 
(or rarely spuriously and very un- 
equally pinnatifid with remote long 
and narrow segments), from near 
the middle gradually attenuated 
downwards to the caudex, at first 
wholly tomentose with ferruginous 
stellated hairs, at length glabrous 
on the upper side and depressed- 
punctate, the dots corresponding 
with the sori ; venation quite sunk, 
veins pinnate but not prominent, venules transversely parallel and 
forming with the veins parallelogrammoid areoles (about five between 
costa and margin), with two, sometimes only one, excurrent free 
clavate veinlets in each arecle ; sori copious and at first quite sunk 
among the tomentum appearing in the form of small tubercles, at 
length a circular opening appears, but the sori scarcely rise above the 
surface of the tomentum, arranged in series. BL FiL Jav . p. 58, t 
24. Niph. porosus, Hook . Sp. FiL v. 48. Bedd. F. S. I. /. 183. 
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Polypodium porosum, Wall. Cat. n. 2 66. Niph. Schmidianus, Kze. 
Bot. Zeit. vi. /. 121. Polyp, mysurense (. Heyne ), Wall. Cat. 269. 
Niph. floccigerus ( Mett.\ Bcdd. F Sup. t. 386. 

South India, Western mountains, 3,000-8,000 feet elevation ; 
Ceylon, central provinces ; Himalayas and Khasya, 2,000-7,000 
feet elevation ; Malay Peninsula. (The Khasya floccigerus only 
differs in the fronds being narrower.) 

9. Niphobolus flocculosus. 

(Don.) Rhizome short, stout densely 
scaly, especially at base of stipes, 
with finely subulate golden scales ; 
stipes 2-8 inches long, aggregated, 
clothed as are the fronds with 
dense whitish or brownish stellate 
tomentum; fronds 4-16 inches 
long by f-i | broad, camoFe-coria- 
ceous, lanceolate, finely acuminate, 
subsinuate, moderately attenuated 
and decurrent, or. broad and une- ^ 

qually hastate at the base, in age 
glabrous above and blackish punc- S 3 
tate, venation immersed, costules £ ! 

indistinct, areoles 9-16 each with \ U ; 

3-5 included veinlets which are 
generally free, simple or forked, 

x more rarely anastomosing with a Nir>HOBOLUS flocculosus. (Den.) 
i^inlet from the top of the areole ; sori scarcely sunk, small but 
s%htly elevated above the tomentum, very copious, arranged in 
rq rows between the costules. Don. Prod. FI. Nep. 1. N. 
detergibilis, Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 49. Bedd. F. B. I t. 162. P. costa- 
turn, Wall . Cat. 265, partly. 

Himalayas, Gurwhai to Bhotan, up to 5,000 feet elevation, 
Khasya, extending into the Syihet plains. 

10. Niphobolus Gardner!. (Metten.) Rhizome short-creep- 
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wg, the younger portions densely ferrugineous-paleaceous ; stipes 
approximate, arising from a scaly branch of the caudex, 2-4 inches 
long; fronds about a foot long, carnose-coriaceous lanceolate, ob- 



niphobolus Gardneri. (Mett.) 


tusely acuminate, gradually atten- 
uated upon the stipes, densely 
clothed with a very compact firm 
sub-furfuraceous mass of whitish 
or ferruginous stellated tomentum, 
costa and primary veins or cos- 
tules slightly elevated beneath, 
venation of Campyloneurum, 
secondary transverse veins more 
obscure, areoles about 7 between 


the main costa and margin, each including 2-4 veinlets, which are 


generally simple with a clavate apex, rarely forked and rarely 


anastomosing with adjoining veinlets ; sori superficial (not sunk) in 



NIPHOBOLUS PENANGIANUS. {Hook.) 


3-4 series, parallel with the cos- 
tules and 10-12 transverse series 
between the costa and the margin. 
Met ten. Poly pod. p . 129. Hook . 
Sp. FiL v. 51. Bedd. F S. /. 
t. 241. 

Ceylon, rocks and trees in 
central and southern provinces up 
to 3,000 feet ; South India, Ana- 
mallay Hills, 5,000 feet elevation. 

II. NlPHOBOLUS PENANGI- 
ANUS. (Hook.) Rhizome short- 
creeping ; stipes scarcely any ; 
fronds submembranaceous, 1^ 
foot and more long, 2 1 inches wide, 
oblanceolate finely acuminate, the 


base much and gradually attenuated, sessile, the margin irregularly 


sinuated, glabrous above (at least in maturity), beneath thinly 
clothed with fuscous stellated hairs, venation internal, but manifest 
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when viewed between the eye and the light, costules not elevated, 
areoles 10-12 between the costa and the margin, including 2-4 
simple or forked clavate soriferous veinlets; sori prominent (not 
sunk), forming a broad mass in the disk of the upper half of the 
frond, not reaching the margin ; capsules mixed with long stipitate 
) eltate stellated scales. Hook. Sp. FiL v. 52. Hook J Ic. PL t. 203. 
Gen. FiL 83, Poly car pium, Pr. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 121. 

Penang, Tenasserim (Parish). 

12. Niphobolus Boothii, 

(Hook.) Rhizome short with lan- 
ceolate-linear golden scales; stipes 
8-16 inches long, and stout in pro- 
portion, tawny brown, paleaceous, 
with imbricating ferruginous lanceo- 
late scales only at the very base; 
frond carnose-coriaceous, 16-24 
inches long, 3-4 inches wide, el- 
liptic-lanceolate, obtusely acuminate, 
moderately attenuated, glabrous, and 
punctated above with minute black- 
ish dots (probably corresponding 
with the receptacles of the sori), 
beneath covered with a dense vel- 
vety mass of ferruginous stellated 
tomentum ; primary costular veins 
evident but not prominent, united by 
transverse arched veins, forming 
many series of areoles, each with 
few included veinlets, which are much 
branched or anastomosing ; sori niphobolus mummularlefolius. 
small, partially sunk in the tomentum (Mett.) 

forming transverse lines between the costules and as many as there are 
areoles. Hook. Sp. FiL v. 53. Bedd. F. B. 1 . 1. 258 

Bhotan. 
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13. Niphobolus nummularlefolius. (Sw. under Acrostichum ). 
Rhizome slender wide-creeping, filiform, clothed with bright ferru- 
ginous lanceolate fibrillose scales ; fronds dimorphous, carnose-coria- 
ceous^the barren ones roundish or elliptical, subsessile ^-i inch each 
way, the fertile ones longer and narrower, 1J-2 inches long, 
inch broad, upper surface naked, at least in age, lower densely 
coated with loose ferruginous woolly tomentum ; veins forming areoles 
irregular in size and shape, empty or with one free veinlet, marginal 
veinlets free ; sori close, scattered, sometimes covering the whole 
surface. Sw. Syn. FiL 191, 41*9 to 2. Polyp, nummulariaefolium. 
Mett. Farngatt Polyp, 122, t. 3. Hook. Sp. FiL v. 54. Syn. FiL 351. 
Bedd . F B I. t. 320. Galeoglossa, Presl. 

East Bengal, Bhotan, Assam, Khasya, Cachar, up to 2,500 feet 
elevation. There is a variety from Khasya (obovatum, Mett.) with 
the sterile fronds obovate on a f inch petiole. This species is 
abnormal in the genus, I do not think it is a Niphobolus at all, but 
probably a Drymoglossum. 

GENUS LXIII. — DIPTERIS. (Reinw.) 

( Di , two ; pteris , fern — the fan-like fronds in two parts.) 

Fronds adherent to the caudex, flabellate in two halves which 
are deeply lobed from their circumference in the direction of the 
base, secondary veins forming many areoles, including free or netted 
veinlets ; sori punctiform, numerous, scattered small, or in a single 
series. 

1. Diptsris Wallichii. {Br.) Rhizome stout, creeping, 
clothed with appressed copious black hard subulate setaceous scales 
wrinkled at the back; stipes 1-2 and more feet long, smooth and 
polished, distant erect ; fronds coriaceous, 1-2 J feet long and much 
wider than long, dark-green above, whitish or ferruginous beneath, 
flabelliform bipartite into two nearly equal broad-c.uneate portions 
which are palmately and dichotomously divided, ultimate segments 
6-10 inches long, i|-2 inches w r ide, oblong acuminate; costse 
from the summit of the stipes dichotomously branched through the 




D1PTERIS Walliciiii. { Br .) 
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disk of the frond, a single pair runs through each terminal segment 
connivent at the apices; venation manifest prominent beneath, all 
the costae are united by transverse flexuose costules, these by a lon- 
gitudinal flexuose vein through the middle into two nearly equal 
series of costular areoles, then again into lesser ones all subquadran- 
gular ; sori small, superficial copious, scattered in the areoles, but 
generally in series more or less perfect and accompanied by a resinous 
or gummy substance. R.Br.in Hook, and Grev . Ic. Fil. t. 168-9. 
Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 99. Wall. Cat. n. 287. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 80. 

Khasya, up to 4,000 feet, 
Borpani, 2,000 feet, and elsewhere, 
Cachar, at Luckipoor, 250 feet 
elevation, Jaintea, Sylhet station 
in the plains. 

2. Dipteris Horsfieldii. 
(Br.) Stipe strong, 3-5 feet long ; 
frond 1-3 feet long, and much 
broader, the main lobes reaching 
three-quarters of the way down, 
the edges sharply toothed, texture 
subcoriaceous, upper surface dark- 
green, lower very glaucous, main 
veins very prominent, dichoto- 
mously forked ; areoles copious ; 
sori very minute, scattered irreg- 
ularly, especially plentiful near the 
main veins, confluent, not gummy. F. Br. Hook. Sp. Fil. v. p. 99. 
Bedd. F. y B. I. t. 321. Polyp, conjugatum, Kaulf ( not Lam) 
Polyp. Dipteris (Bl.), Hook. Syn . Fil. 362. 

Malacca, Penang and Singapore. 

(Also in the Malay and Pacific Islands.) 

3. Dipteris Lobbiana. (Hook.) Stipes 1 foot and more long; 
fronds coriaceous, 8-12 inches long, flabellifoi m, glabrous, 3-4 times 
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digitately dichotomous, d$rk brownish-green above, pale and tawny 
beneath, segments 4-8 inches long, scarcely half an inch wide, linear- 
sublanceolate, finely acuminated costate entire; venation manifest, 
the costules form a costal series of large soriferous areoles, the rest of 
the veins unite, constituting lesser areoles and include free veinlets ; 
sori 1—2 in each primary areole (sometimes confluent) in a single 
series very near the costa. Hook. Sp . Fit v. 100. Hook, in Kew 
Card, Misc \ v. p. 300, t. xi. Bedd. F B. I t. 233. Polypodium 
bifurcatum, Baker in Syn. Fit. p. 362. 

Malacca, on Mount Ophir. 


GENUS LXIV. — DRYNARIA. (Bory.) 

(Dryads, the sterile fronds being like oak-leaves, a tree sacred to the 

Dryads.) 

Fronds articulate with the caudex, with either a separate sterile 
frond like an oak leaf, or the base of the frond pinnatifid and oak- 
leaf-like ; veins copiously anastomosing, forming quadrate or hex- 
agonal areoles ; sori small, round or oval, numerous 

1. Drynaria coronans. (Wall.) Rhizome thick, creeping, 
branched and interwoven, villous-paleaceous with golden scales ; 
fronds large uniform, when growing arranged in a circle, firm, coria- 
ceous, but rather thin and translucent, two and more feet long, from 
a broad sessile cordate, lobate-pinnatifid base (then suddenly con- 
tracted), lanceolate, deeply almost to the rachis pinnatifid, Segments 
8-12 inches long, f-i inch and more wide, oblong-lanceolate, acu- 
minate, lower ones gradually shorter, entire, incrassated at the margin ; 
venation very manifest, costules parallel extending to the margin, 
these are connected by transverse veins forming 5-6 soriferous areoles 
and then again generally two or three others which include free 
veinlets ; sori oval, often confluent longitudinally, solitary in the 
primary areoles, forming an eccentric series alwa> s nearer one costule 
than the opposite one. Wall. Cat n. 288. Hook. Sp. Fit v. 94 
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Bedd. F. B. I. t. 13. D. conjugata, Hook. Syn. Fil . 366 (not 
Lam.) 

Himalayas, Nepal to Bhotan, 1,000-4,000 feet elevation, rare, 
Khasya, 1,000-3000 feet common, Chittagong Hills, 500 feet eleva- 
tion ; Tenasserim and Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Hong Kong and Formosa.) 

2. Drynaria splendens. (Hook.) Rhizome woody, the scales 
grey, fibrillose, adpressed ; 
fronds subsessile, 2-3 feet long, 

1 foot or more broad, tjie lower 
part barren, cut down nearly 
or quite to the rachis into 
erect-patent entire acute lobes 
4-8 inches long, 1-2 inches 
broad, the upper fertile pinnae 
distant, ligulate, 4-8 inches 
long, inch broad; main 
veins distinct, with distinct 
transverse veinlets and copious 
intermediate ones and free 
veinlets ; sori oblong or sub- 
quadrangular, filling up the 
whole of the fertile pinnae ex- 
cept the midrib. Hook. Sp. 

Fil. v. 96. Syn. Fil. 367. 

Bedd. F B. I. t. 316. Dryostachyurn, J. Snr. 

Singapore. 

(Also in the Philippines.) 

3. Drynaria propinqua. ( Wall.) Rhizome stout, creeping, 
the scales lanceolate-linear pubescent ; fronds glabrous dimorphous, 
the barren ones 4-9 inches long, 3-4 inches broad, cut half or three- 
quarters down into bluntish or acute lobes, the fertile ones 1^-3 feet 
long, often 1 foot broad, with a distinct stem, the lobes 4-6 inches 
long, l-i inch broad, reaching down nearly or quite to the rachis, 





DRYNARIA PROPINQUA. ( frail.) 
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obscurely serrated, texture subcoriaceous ; main veins of the fertile 
fronds ramifying, not carried in distinct parallel lines to the margin, 
areoles copious, the free veinlets few and variously directed ; sori in 
a single row near the midrib, placed at the point of union of several 
veinlets. Wall. Cat \ 293. Hook. Syn. Fil. 367. Bedd. F. B. /. 
/. 160. Pleopeltis Parishii, Bedd . F B. I t. 125. 

Himalayas, from Gurwhal to Bhotan, 2,000-7,000 feet elevation, 
Khasya, very common ; Birma and Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Java.) 

4. Drynaria m6llis. {Bedd) Rhizome creeping, clothed 
with subulate golden transparent ciliated scales ; fronds firm-mem- 
branaceous dimorphous ; sterile ones 4-6 inches long, sessile ovate 
glabrous, deeply pinnatifid with the sinuses very narrow and the 
segments sometimes overlapping each other, fertile fronds very 
shortly stipitate (the dwarfed lower segments often extending nearly 
to the base of the rachis). ovate-lanceolate up to 1 J feet long, 2-4 
inches broad, furnished with soft hairs on both sides and ciliated, 
deeply almost to the rachis pinnatifid, segments lanceolate 1-2 inches 
long, inch broad, nearly horizontal, rather distant, the sinus being 
very broad, the lower ones dwarfed and gradually reduced to a de- 
current wing ; venation very prominent in the sterile fronds, but 
much less so in the fertile ones than in D. propinqua ; veins form- 
ing three or four series of rather regular areoles in which are some- 
times included free veinlets ; sori forming only a single series close 
to the costa, each sorus being on the vein between the first and 
second areole. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 21,6. Polyp. (Drynaria) rivale, Mett. 
in Hook . Syn. Fil \ p. 367, a later name . 

Himalayas, Nynee Tal, Gurwhal, Kumaon, 6,000-9,000 feet 
elevation. 

5. Drynaria quercifolia. (Z.) Rhizome creeping, short, 
stout, densely clothed with red-brown satiny lanceolate-subulate soft 
scales, which have a cordate base, and are inch long ; fronds 
coriaceous or subcoriaceous of two kinds, sterile ones varying in 





size from 3-12 inches and more long, and 7-8 inches wide, green 
when very young, but soon turning dark-brown, glossy, cordate-ovate 
variously lobate-pinnatifid, sometimes half-way down to the costa ; fertile 
ones 2-3 feet long,long-petiolate broad-ovate deeply nearly to therachis 
pinnatifid, segments 5-9 inches long, i-i| inch wide, oblong acuminate, 
entire ; venation manifest, costules distinct rather distant, united by 
transverse veins forming 4-6 primary soriferous areoles filled up with a 
net-work of small quadrangular areoles with or without free veins ; sori 
compital small, numerous, two in each primary areole, consequently in 
two series between and parallel 
with the costules. Polypodium 
querci folium, Lin . $p. PI. p. 1547. 

Hook. Sp. Fil. v. p. 96. Bedd. 

F.S.Lt. 187. 

Throughout the Indian region 
in the plains, or very low down on 
the mountains, on trees or rocks. 

6. Drynaria Linnjei. (Bory ) 

Rhizome stout, ' the scales 1-2 
lines long from a peltate base, 
broadly ovate obtuse, with a de- 
ciduous acumen ; fronds dimor- 
phous the barren ones sessile, 
brown rigid, bluntly lobed, the 
fertile ones long-stalked 2-3 feet 

. , . _ , - LYRNARIA QUERCIFOLIA. (Linn.) 

long, 6-12 inches broad, cut 

down nearly to the rachis, into entire erect-patent lanceolate lobes, 
texture rigid, both sides naked ; main veins distinct to the edge w r ith 
copious irregular areoles between them, with copious small scattered 
sori. Bory. Ann. Sc. Nat. i. v. p. 464, /. 12. Hook. Syn. Fil. 368. 
Bedd. F. B. I 315. 

Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula. Very like quercifolia, but the scales 
on the rhizome are quite different and the sori smaller and more 
scattered, it may be only a variety and is united with it by Bentham. 
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I have seen no specimen from South India, but without critical 
examinffction it might be passed by in the field or in the herbarium 
as quercifolia. 

Drynaria rigidula. (Sw.) Rhizome stout creeping, the 

the scales fibrillose dark-brown, 
fronds dimorphous, the barren 
ones sessile, 6-9 inches long, 
rarely more, 3-4 inches broad, 
cut down | towards the 
rachis into blunt lobes, or rarely 
quite pinnate at the apex, the 
fertile 2-4 feet long, 12-18 
inches broad, long-stalked pin- 
nate, pinnae one inch or more 
apart, narrowed or stalked at 
the base, 6-12 inches long, 
inch broad, the point acu- 
minate, the edge more or less 
deeply incised, crenate, tex- 
ture rather coriaceous ; rachis 
and both surfaces naked, 
main veins not distinct to the 
edge, areoles copious, free veinlets few ; sori immersed in a single 
row half-way between the edge and midrib. S.w. Syn. Fil. 230. 
Hook. Syn . Fil. 368. Drynaria diversifolia (B. Br.), Hook. Sp. Fil. 
v. 98. Bedd. F. S . /. t. 314. 

Malacca. 

(Also in tropical Australia, Malay Islands, the tropical Pacific 
Islands.) 

GENUS LXV. — PLEOPELTIS. (H <5^ B.) 

( Phos, full; peltis, shield — the sori often furnished with round scales.) 

Veins copiously anastomosing, forming copious irregular areoles, 
with generally free included veinlets spreading in various directions, 
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the sori various in position, generally on the back of united veinlets j 
fronds simple, pmnatifid of pinnate, articulate with the caudeic. 
In the Synopsis Filicum Phymatodes is the name adopted for this 
genus (or subgenus only in that work) ; this name, however, is of 
much later date than Pleopeltis, having been instituted by Presl, 
in 1836, Pleopeltis by Humboldt and Bonpland in 1810. Some 
authors split the genus up into many genera. 

* Fronds simple ( also 3-5 lobed in pteropusl) 

A. Main veins not distinct to the edge . 

j. Pleopeltis accedens. ( Bl .) Rhizome wide-creeping, 
slender filiform, scarcely paleaceous, attached to the bark of trees by 
copious woolly radicles, stipes scattered 2-5 lines long ; fronds sub- 
coriaceous, opaque, glabrous entire, sterile ones i-j£ inch long, oblong 
ovate obtuse, fertile ones 2-3 J inches long, from a broad cuneate 
base, long-acuminate ; venation obscure, costules indistinct, veins 
forming three large areoles (in each of which is one large forked 
veinlet) and a smaller marginal areole ; sori large for the size of the 
plant on the acuminated portion in a single series on each side of 
the costa. BL En. Fil. Tav. p. 12 1. Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 66. Bedd. 
F.B.I.t. 215. 

Malacca. 

(Also in the Philippines, the Malay Islands, Polynesia.) 

2. Pleopeltis rostrata. {Hook.) Rhizome very slender, 
wide-creeping, furnished with lanceolate-linear scales, stipes distant 
i-2 inches long, naked ; fronds lanceolate-acuminate, somewhat di- 
morphic, the barren often being broader, coriaceous glabrous, the 
margin entire ; veins immersed, main veins indistinct, areoles irreg- 
ular, including simple or forked free veinlets ; sori in a single row on 
each side close to the midrib. Hook. Syn. Fit. 353. Bedd . F. B . /. 
/A59. 

Sikkim and Bhotan, 6,000 feet elevation, abundant ; Khasya 
4,000-5,000 feet elevation. 
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3^jPleopeltis linearis. ( Thunb .) Rhizome wide-creeping, 
wooay, the scales lanceolate dull-brown, never with hairs, stipes from 
a few lines to z inches long, rarely with any scales ; fronds 6-12 inches 
long, rarely more,. inch broad, entire, narrowed gradually at both 
ends, texture coriaceous, both sides naked or nearly so ; areoles 



1'LEOPELTIS ROSTRATA. {/took.) 


irregular with forked free veinlets ; sori superficial or scarcely im- 
mersed, never sunk in a cyst, large prominent, forming a single row 
half-way between the costa and margin, when young covered with 
copious thin peltate scales. Thunb. FI. Jap. 335. Hook. Syn. Fil. 
354. Polyp, loriforme, Wall. Cat. 27 r, 2nd sheet (typical.) P. 
Wightianum, Wall. Cat. 2222, acutissimum, 4727, gladiatum, 279. 
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Pleopeltis nuda, Hook . Exot . FI . t. 63. P. Wightianum, Bedd 
F. S. L 180. (P. ]oriforme, Wall. Cat . 271, type-sheet , belongs 

here, I believe, and not to simplex, it has larger fronds, but they are 
narrow and coriaceous and the veins hidden.) 

Himalayas, 1,000-10,000 feet elevation, very common, 
Khasya ; throughout South India ; Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands, China, Japan, Central and South 
Africa and its Islands.) 


Var. steniste. {Clarke.) With the fronds only i-i| lines 


& 


& 


broad and the sori projecting beyond 
the margin, but always superficial, 
is only a form of linearis, and it 
quite graduates into the type, his f 
var. “ polymorpha ” is an abnormal 
form of linearis with the fronds pin- 
natifid (such as occurs in many 
other ferns.) 


4. Pleopeltis simplex. (Sw.) 

Very like linearis, only the fronds are 
of thinner texture and much larger, 
up to 2 feet long by 1-2 inches 
broad, the veins more distinct, 
the sori always more or less deeply 
sunk and forming pustules on the 
upper side of the fronds, sometimes 
quite sunk in a cyst with visible margins, but never nearly so promi- 
nent as in stenophylla, which also differs in its smaller size, much 



/ 
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PLEOPELTIS LINEARIS. ( T/lUtlb .) 


more rigid texture and fewer veins. Sw. Syn. Fil. 27. Polyp, 
excavatum (Bory.), Willd. Sp. PI. v. 158. P. Grevilleanum, Wall . 
Cat . 5x69. P. sesquipedale, Wall. Cat. 275. P. lineare, var. 
simplex, Ileok^ Syn . Fil. 354. 

Himalayas, confounded by tiooker (in his, Sp. Fil.) and by 
Clarke with linearis, but kept distinct by all other botanists, and 
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made a distinct variety of linearis by Mr. Baker in the Syn. Fil ., but 
Mr. Baker now agrees that it should be made a distinct species ; 
the scales of the rhizome differ from those of “ normalise but the 
fronds are almost exactly similar to that species, and I had previously 
confounded it with that (not with linearis.) 

5. Pleopeltis clathrata. ( Clarke .) Rhizome short creep- 
ing, with ovate acute, often hair-pointed scales ; fronds small, stipe 
often as long as the frond ; sori mixed with sessile irregularly peltate 
and lacerate clathrate scales. Clarke , F. N. /. p. 559, /. 82,^. 1. 

Kashmir, Pir Pinjul, 11,006-12,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Afghanistan.) 

Mr. Clarke thinks it may be high level form of linearis, but that 
the scales are peculiar, the texture thinner, the venation conse- 
quently more conspicuous, and the stipe longer. 

6. Pleopeltis stenophylla. (BL) Rhizome creeping, palea- 
ceous, with glossy subulate pale imbricated ferruginous scales, stipes 
1-2 inches long, distant ; fronds fum-coriaceous, very rigid, glabrous 
polished, 4-9 inches long, inch, or rarely more wide, linear- 
oblong obtuse, the margin thickened and subreflexed. broadly crenate- 
sinuate, rarely narrowing upwards, but much and gradually attenuated 
below on the stipes ; costa prominent beneath, costules none, veins 
anastomosing so as to form oblong, hexagonal oblique areoles, gene- 
rally quite empty or with rarely a free included veinlet ; sori rather 
distant oval, arranged in a series close to the margin, deeply sunk in 
a cyst, forming elevated pustules on the upper side one to each 
crenature, the margin of the cavity elevated. BL Fil. Jav. p . 135, t. 
55,/ 1. Hook. Sp . Fil. v. 65. Melt. Polyp, p. 99, A 1, / 3i~34 
venation. Bedd. F B. /. 234. 

Mr. Clarke states that this comes between “ linearis ” type and 
his variety “ steniste,” but both these ferns have different venation, 
and neither have the sori sunk in cysts; this has the sori always much 
nearer the margin than the midrib even in the broader forms. 

Malacca. 

(Also in the Philippines.) 
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7. Pleopeltis sinuosa. {Wall.) Rhizome much branched, 
long-creeping or scandent on trees, sparingly radiculose, half an inch 
to two inches thick, almost woody when dry, carnose when recent, 
studded, as it were, with large conical processes upon which the stipes 
are or have been articulated, and which appear to increase much in 
size after the fronds have fallen, the whole densely covered (as it 
were tessellated) with nearly orbicular appressed whitish peltate 


scales with a dark spot in the cen 
and scaleless ; fronds sub-dimor- 
phous, subcoriaceous glabrous, 
sterile ones 3-6-7 inches long, 
|-i inch broad, subolliptical, ob- 
long obtuse entire, fertile ones 
longer, sometimes 1 foot -16 
inches long, i-f of an inch wide, 
linear-oblong obtuse, the margins 
more or less sinuated, the base 
in both attenuate -decurrent ; ve- 
nation copiously anastomosing, 
forming large very irregular areoles 
filled with lesser ones (formed by 
more slender veins), and these 
include branched or simple vein- 
lets which occasionally again 
anastomose; sori remote, large, 
oblong, immersed in cysts, which 
form pustules on the upper side 
arranged in a single series nearer 
Cat. n . 2231. Hook. Sp . Fil. v. 

Malacca. 


stipes 1-2 inches long, glabrous 



PLEOPELTIS SINUOSA. (Wall.) 

the margin than the costa. Wall. 
61. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 8. 


(Also in the Solomon Islands, Ambcyna and New Hebrides.) 


$. Pleopeltis longifolia. {Metten.) Rhizome horizontal, 
creeping, thick squamose, stipes approximate, 2-3 inches long ; 
fronds 1-2-3 feet long, |-ii inch wide, thick, carnose-coriaceous, 
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glabrous, linear-lanceolate, obtusely acuminate, gradually long atten- 
uated below on the stipes, entire, the margins subrevolute, venation 
internal, very indistinct, costules veniform, united by transverse veins 

A into rather large areoles then 
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PLEOPELTIS LONGIFOLIA. 

gradually at both ends, the margins 


into irregular lesser ones, which 
include free veinlets; sori com- 
pital oblong, forming a line or 
series near the margin rather 
close placed, sunk in cysts, 
and forming a corresponding 
elevated line on the upper sur- 
face, capsules mixed with lorg- 
stipitate scales. Metten. Polyp . 
p. 87. Hook. Sp . Fil. v. 60. 
Bidd . F. B. / t. 7. P. con- 
tiguum, Wall \ Cat . 285. 

Birma and the Malay 
Peninsula generally, Mergui, 
^ungapore, &c. ; North India, 
Kumaon. 

(Also in the Philippines 
and Malay Islands.) 

9. Pl.EOPELTIS SUPERFl- 

cialis. {Bl.) Rhizome wide- 
creeping, thick as a crow-quill, 
the scales ovate and lanceolate 
acute, spreading, brow n shining, 
stipes up to six inches long, 
often curved, sometimes with 
ovate scales; fronds lanceo- 
late-linear (often forked at the 
apex), subcoriaceous, narrowed 
entire, 6-12 inches long, by \-2 


inches broad, glabrous ; areoles numerous with free veinlets ; sori 
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copious scattered irregularly, compital, large or small. Polypodium 
superficiale, Bl. En. PL Jav . Fil. 123. Hook. Syn. Fit. 355. Bedd. 
F.B.I.t. 75* 

Khasya Hills, 4,000-6,000 feet elevation, extending to the 
Naga country to the east, and to Bhotan and Mishmee ; Malay 
Peninsula. 

(Also in South China.) 

10. Pleopeltis lanceolata. (Z.) Rhizome long-creeping, 
paleaceous, with lanceolate ferruginous scales, stipes remote, 1-2-4 
inches long; fronds coriaceous, 3-9 inches long, f- inch wide, 
lanceolate, more or less acuminate, long and gradually attenuated at 
tbe base, copiously furnished with orbicular ovate, small appressed 
peltate scales dark in the centre, pale in the circumference and den- 
ticulate ; veins immersed indistinct, the primary veins form large 
obliquely elongated areoles, which include very irregular and different 
sized areoles, and a few free veinlets which are rarely forked ; sori 
generally very large and often exceedingly prominent, pulvinate glo- 
bose or oval, stalked scales mixed with the spore cases. Polyp, lan- 
ceolatum, Linn. Sp. Pl. 1082. P. lepidota, Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 56. 
IVilld. in Schlecht Adunbr ., p. 17. Bedd. F. S. I. t. i8t. P. 
angustata var. depauperata, Clarke , F. N. I. p. 559. 

Nilgiris and. higher mountains on the West side of the Madras 
Presidency ; Assam (one poor specimendn Kew Herbarium) ; Cey- 
lon, Ambawalla estate. 

(Also in Tropical America and the West Indies, South Africa 
and its islands; St. Helena ; Sandwich Islands.) 

11. Pleopeltis angustata. (S7c.) Rhizome long-creeping, 
branched, paleaceous with falcate subulate-setaceous scales, stipes 
remote, ii-4 inches long ; fronds 5 inches to a span or more long 

2 inches wide, tapering below into a petiole, glabrous above, clothed 
beneath with cottony tomentum which is deciduous, coriaceous, 
oblong-lanceolate; venation sunk obscure, costular areoles with 
free or branched and more or less connected veinlets ; sori very 
large, subglobose oval, partially sunk in the frond, very convex, 
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forming a single series on each side between the costa and margin, 
generallyftowards the apex only, sometimes longitudinally confluent. 
Stc. Syd Fil. pp . 27 and 224. Niphobolus angustatus, Hook . Sp. 
Fil. v. 43. Bedd. F. S I. t. 185. Niphopsis, J. Sm. Pleopeltis 
macroiora, Presl. Poly podium sphaerocephalum, /£#//. //. 272. 

Malay Peninsula, Singapore, Malacca, and Penang; South 
India (?) I have never detected it, though I have a specimen said to 
have been collected on the Nilgiris, and Hooker gives Tianquebar as 
a locality. 

(Also in the Malay Islands and North-east Australia.) 

7 2. Pleopeltis normalis. {Don.) Rhizome scandent, thick 
as a crowquill, with ovate or lanceolate almost hair* pointed adpressed 
scales, which carry erect from their backs tufts of linear stiff black-red 
bristles ; fronds narrowed much at the base, sometimes to the very 
foot of the stipe, usually broadest near the middle, 1-2 feet long, by 
1-2 inches broad, submembranaceous glabrous, a few scattered ovate 
close-adpressed scales often present on the stipes and near the base 
of the main rachis beneath ; venation as in linearis, main veins very 
indistinct and areoles with free included veinlets ; sori large, super- 
ficial or a little immersed, often in several rows, or irregularly in one 
row, or rarely regular in one row. Don. Prod. FI. Nop. 1. Clarke , 
F. N. I. 558. Hook. Syn. Fil. 358, in part. Bedd. F B. I. t. 10. 
P. longifrons, Wall. Cat . 274. 

Himalayas, Nepal to Bhotan, 4,000-8,000 feet elevation, 
Khasya, 3,000-5,000 feet ; Tenasserim on Mooleyit 5,000 feet 
elevation. 

B. Main veins distinct to the edge , or nearly to the edge , 

13. Pleopeltis rhyncophylla. {Hook.) Rhizome creeping, 
slender, paleaceous, subsquarrose with subulate ferruginous scales, 
stipes scattered, slender, 1-2 inches long of the sterile frond, 2-4 of 
the fertile one ; fronds firm, subcoriaceous, glossy, slightly thickened, 
remotely crenate, sterile ones 1-2 inches long, elliptical, orsubovate, 
obtuse, fertile ones 3-6 inches long, lanceolate from near the base, 
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gradually and long-acuminated, below attenuated ; venation distinqt, 
slightly prominent, the costules connected by transverse veins 
forming areoles which enclose free veinlets, which latter sometimes 



unite with opposite veins; the sori 
mostly confined to the narrow acumi- 
nated apex, and when mature very 
large in a single series on each side of 
the costa. Hook . S/>. FiL v. 65. Hook . 
Ic.P!a?it. 655 (or t. 55 of Cent of Ferns.) 
Bedd. F B. I t. 9. 

Khasya, 4,000-5,500 feet eleva- 
tion ; Tenasserim on Mooleyit, 5,000 
feet elevation. 

14. Pleopeltis Griffithiana. 
(Hook.) Rhizome wide-creeping, as 
thick as a crowquill, the scales dense, 
lanceolate-subulate, brown, spreading; 


f 
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PLEOPELTIS RHYNCOP1IYLLA. 
(Hook.) 


stipes 3-6 inches long, firm, erect ; 
fronds 6-8 inches long, up to 2\ inches 
broad, coriaceous, lanceolate or ovate- 
lanceolate, the apex acute, the margin 
more or less repand, the base rounded 
or suddenly narrowed; main veins very 
distinct to the edge, areoles fine, hidden 
with copious free simple or forked vein - 
lets ; sori large, one between each main 
vein in a single row close to the costa, 
often extending more than half-way to 
the base of the frond. Hook. Syn. Fit 
f. 359. Bedd. F B. I. t . 158. 

Sikkim and Bhotan, 6,000-9,000 


feet elevation. Khasya, 4,000-5,000 feet. 


15. Pleopeltis ovata. ( Wall.) Rhizome wide-creeping, 
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thick as a crowquill, scales lanceolate-linear, brown spreading ; stipes 
4-8 inches long, firm, erect, slightly scaly below ; fronds 6-12 inches 
long, up to 3 inches broad, ovate-lanceolate, the apex acute, the 
margin entire, the base narrowed suddenly, texture herbaceous, both 
sides glabrous ; main veins distinct to nearly the edge, with copious 
areoles including free forked vein lets ; sori large irregularly scattered 
near the costa. Poly podium ovatum, Wall. Cat. 276. Hook. Syti . 
Fil. 359. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 157. 

Sikkim, Chundaghiri, Bhotan, 

Khasya, 4,000 feet elevation, at 
Bishop’s Falls, Shillong, rare. 

16. Pleopeltir mkmbranacf. 

(Don.) Rhizome short-creeping, 
stout, the younger portion palea- 
ceous, with blackish-green ovate 
acuminate scales ; stipes distant or 
subaggregated, 1-5 inches long, if 
longer winged above with the de- 
current base of the frond ; fronds 
6 inches to 2-3 feet long, by less 
than an inch to 6 inches broad, 
thin membranaceous and translu- 
cent, lanceolate or oblong-lanceo- 
late, or oblanceolate, acuminate, 
the base long attenuated and much 
gradually decurrent upon the stipes, 
glabrous, the margin entire (or rarely more or less deeply sinuate- 
lobate or pinnatifid, and even fimbriated throughout the whole 
length with long narrow unequal segments) ; venation very distinct, 
main veins horizontal or nearly so, slender, usually remote, connected 
by transverse veins which form the primary areoles, and these are 
filled up with irregular net- work, of which the areoles are very unequal 
and include copious free veinlets ; sori compital, rather small, usually 
in two series between the costules, more or less numerous according 



pt.eopei.tis Griffith iana. {Hook,) 




Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 


357 


to the width of the frond, rarely reduced to one sorus near the costa, 
where a single series parallel with the costa is formed, not unfre- 
quently there are 3-4-5 series (not very regular) between the costa, 
(in one instance a single series only appears between the costules, and 
those of a very large size and abnormal in form, often oval or oblong 
and lying parallel with the costules). Don . Prod '. FI. Nep . p. 2. 
Hooker Sp . Fil. v. 70. Polyp, grandifolium, Wall. Cat . //. 282. 
P. heterocarpum, Bl. Fil Jav. p. 167, t. 75. Bedd. F S. /. t. 177. 

Himalayas, from Gurwhal and Bhotan, 3,000-8,000 feet eleva- 
tion, Khasya, 2,000-5,000 feet, Chota Nagpore, Parasnath ; 
South India, mountainous tracts on both sides of the Presidency, 
2,000-5,000 feet elevation; fronds varying from J inch to 5 irfches in 
breadth ; Ceylon. It only appears with the rainy season and dies 
down in November. 

17. Pleopeltis Zippellii. (Bl) Rhizome slender, creeping 
shortly, scales lanceolate acute ; fronds lanceolate, often quite 
caudate at the apex, narrowed gradually at the base into a short stipe 
(or more rarely there is a stipe about 2 inches long), subcoriaceous, 
margin entire or a little undulate, lower part of the rachis beneath 
sometimes with a few scales ; primary veins prominent and near the 
margin, areoles copious, with free included simple of forked veinlets ; 
sori compital in two rows between the primary veins and in about 
four rows between the costa and margin. Bl PI Jav. Fil 172, t. 80. 
Hook . Sp. Fil v. 72. Pleopeltis heterocarpa, Hook . Syn. Fil p. 360, 
(not Bl.) Bedd. F. B. /. 319, (venation not correct, as not showing 
the free veinlets.) 

Himalayas, Dalhousie (Dyas), Sikkim and Bhotan, 2,000- 
6,000 feet elevation, Khasya, 2,000-4,000 feet elevation, (not in 
Ceylon as stated by Clarke). 

(Also in Java and Philippines.) 


18. Pleopeltis punctata. (Linn, under Acrostichum.) Rhizome 
scarcely creeping, stout, clothed with brownish ovate or lanceolate 
scales; fronds 1-3 feet long, 1-3 inches broad, lanceolate, subsessile, 
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gradually narrowed at the base, acute or blunt at the apex, camose- 
coriaceous, very glabrous; venation immersed (visible in a dried state), 
main veins fine but distinct to the margin, areoles copious, including 
smaller areoles, in which are free simple or forked veinlets, with 
clavate apices ; sori compital, very small and scattered very irregularly, 
generally only on the upper half of the frond. Linn. Sp . PL 1524. 
S7V. in Schr. Jour . 1800, ii. 21. Pleopeltis irioides, Hook. Syn. FiL 
360. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 178. Wall. Cat. 281, glabrum, and 273, 
polycephalum. 
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PLEOPELTIS PUNCTATA. 

{Lin.) 

Bedd. F. B. I. t. 317. 

Malacca. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 


South India, Western mountains up 
to about 3,000 feet elevation ; Ceylon ; 
North India, in the Bengal plains, and 
up to 3,000 feet elevation ; Malay 
Peninsula. 

(Also in China, Malay Islands, North 
Australia, Polynesia, Southern and Central 
Africa and the islands. 

19. Pleopeltis mus.efolia. (Bl.) 
In every way like punctata, so that the 
same description will do for both, except 
that the texture in this is, like that of ni- 
grescens and hemionitidea, thin and 
papery, with the veins very prominent, 
whilst punctata has fleshy leaves, in tex- 
ture like Thamnopteris Nidus. Bl. Fil. 
Jav. p. 1 7 1, t. 79. Hook. Syn. Fil. 360. 


20. Pleopeltis hemionitidea. ( Wall.) Rhizome creeping, 
scaly, furnished with wiry scaly fibrous roots ; stipes scaly, winged 
upwards; fronds 6. inches to ii foot long, 1-2 inches broad, mem- 
branaceous subchartaceous, subtransparent very dark shining green, 
broad lanceolate, gradually acuminated into a fine point at the apex 
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and gradually attenuated at the base, being winged nearly all down 
the stipe, entire glabrous, costa slightly scaly beneath near the base ; 
venation very prominent, main veins blackish, pinnate nearly hori- 
zontal, areoles in about five series, subquadrate, in which are free 
veinlets which are either simple or forked, but without clavate apices ; 
sori compital, rather large, forming one series between the main veins 
very irregular in shape and size, subglobose or oblong, or even (by 
confluence) linear. Wall. Cat. p . 284. Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 73. 
Bedd . F. B. I. t. 182. 


South India, on the Western 
mountains, rather common in Coorg, 

3.000 feet elevation, rare elsewhere- 
Himalayas, Nepal, Bhotan, 2,000- 

7.000 feet elevation, Khasya, 1,000 
-5,000 feet elevation, Chittagong, 

1.000 feet elevation. 

(Also in South China and Ma- 
lay Islands.) 

21. Pleopeltis pteropus. 

(Bl.) Aquatic, rhizome creeping, 
branched, the young apices only 
paleaceous, with blackish lanceolate- 
subulate scales ; stipes more or less 
apart, 1-3-4 inches to 1 foot long, 
winged upwards, and as well as the 
back of the costa and costules fur- 
furaceous-squamose 9 fronds 2-3-9 
inches long, f-ij and 2 inches wide, 
firm membranaceous, very dark dirty green (when dry often black), 
lanceolate acuminate entire, or 3-lobate, or 3-partite, or 5-lobed, 
terminal lobes up to 8 inches long, lateral ones 3-5 inches, below 
long-tapering into a gradually decurrent wing upon the petiole, 
glabrous above, margin entire ; venation very conspicuous, main 
veins prominent beneath, rather 'wide apart, extending about two 
thirds of the way to the margin, then uniting and forming large costal 
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areoles, within which the sori have their origin, a second series of 
smaller areoles is formed nearer the margin, and these and the rest' 
of the frond are filled up with a net -work of smaller irregular areoles, 
including free simple or forked veinlets which have clavate apices ; 
sori small not very numerous, r-3 in each large areole, compital 
upon the secondary veins u 

of the primary areole, often | ^ ^ J 

confluent into transverse, 
oblong or linear (grammi- 
toid) sori. Bl. FL Jar. Fil. 

168, t. 76. Polypodium tri- 
dactylon, Wall. Cat . ;/? 31 5. 

Hook. Sp. Fil . v. 75. Hook, 
et Grev. Ic . Fil. t. 209. 

Bedd. F B. I. t. 1 1. 

North India, Sikkim 
and Bhotan, 1,000-4,000 
feet elevation ; Khasya from 
no elevation up to 4,000 
feet, in the plains at ^lymen- 
singh, Chittagong, plains 
up to 1,000 feet; Malay 
Peninsula. 

(Also in the Philip- 
pines and South China.) 

Yak. minor. Fronds 
always small and simple 
3-4 inches long, by 2—4- 
inch broad, never lobed. 

Bedd. F S.. /. t. 179. 

South India, Anamallays and Bolaropatty Valley, 3,000-4,000 
feet elevation, in rivers on rocks under water, fructifying when the 
water subsides after the rainy season ; Ceylon. This may not be 
entitled to rank as a permanent variety, as Mr. Clarke says the North 
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Indian plant is small and simple at the higher elevations; but I never 
saw 3-tobed examples in South India or Ceylon, or fronds more than 
about* 4 inches long. 

Var. zosterjEFOrmis. {Wall. Cat 280.) Fronds very narrow 
and ribbon-like, 4-7 inches long, by 1-3 lines broad. Hook . Syn . 
Fit 357. Bcdd. F. B. /. /. 123. Baker is wrong in saying there are 
no free veinleis ; it differs from the last in no way except in the nar- 
rowness of the fronds, and it is certainly only a local variety. 

Tenasserim, beds of rivers at the foot of Mooleyit. 

** Fronds deeply pinnatifid \ 

22. Pleopeltis hastata. 
(Thunk.) Rhizome creeping, stout, 
paleaceous with dense subulate or 
hair-pointed falcate ferruginous 
scales ; stipes 2-5 inches long ; 
fronds coriaceous, 2-12 inches and 
more long, deltoid-ovate acuminate, 
trifid or deeply pinnatifid to within 
half an inch of the rachis, with 5-1 1 
segments, which are 3-6 inches 
long, £ to 1 inch wide, very patent 
from a broad base oblong-lanceolate, 
very finely acuminated entire or 
repand or denticulate, thickened 
at the margin, the lowest ones 
cuneate-decurrent, terminal segment 
often the longest and most narrowly 
acuminated ; venation conspicuous, main veins often prominent 
beneath, distant, united by transverse veins forming 3-4 series of 
primary areoles, which are filled up by lesser ones including free 
veinlets ; sori large not sunk, arranged in a single series nearer the 
costa than the margin. Ihunb . Ft Jap . 335. Polypodium oxylobum, 
Wall Cat. 294. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 175. Pleopeltis trifida, Doji. 
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Prod . FI. Nep. 3. Hook. Syn. Fil. 363. Pleopeltis malacodon, Bedd. 
F Sup. t. 387. 

Young rhizomes often produce only very small fronds, which are 
simple or trilobate only; (var. Thunbergii, Clarke). This fern 
can at once be known from malacodon by the base of the lowest 
pair of pinnae (/.<?., base of the frond) being always a little decurrent 
on the apex of the stipe, (not scooped out and subcordate) and in 
being subentire or only a little denticulate instead of acutely serru- 
late ; Mr. Clarke, however, is wrong in saying that it is always quite 
entire, my specimens (looked at under a lens) are always more or 
less toothed. 

Throughout the Indian region on the mountains; in South 
India between 5,000-8,600 feet elevation ; in the North 2,000 to 
10,000 feet. 

23. Pleopeltis malacodon. {Hook) In all respects like 
hastata, only that fhe base of the frond is scooped out and subcordate 
(instead of being a little decurrent), and the margins are acutely 
serrulate, the teeth mucronate or spinescent. Hook. Sp . Fil. v. 87. 
P. Stewartii, Clarke , F N. I. p. 563, a variety less serrated. Mr. 
Baker and Mr. Clarke both protest against this being considered a 
variety only of hastata, otherwise I should have so placed it, the 
differences being those of a variety rather than of a species. 

Himalayas, Nepal to Bhotan, 10,000-13,000 feet elevation. 

Var. /3 majus. {Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 88.) Base of the frond 
cordate or sometimes decurrent ; pinnae (or rather segments) narrower 
and longer, and much more erect {i.e. pointing upwards) ; margins 
less prominently serrated, scales of rhizome blacker. Pleopeltis 
Stewartii, Bedd. F. B. I. t. 204, and Baker , , Sytu Fil. 513 {not 
Clarke ). Pol. propinquum, var. Wall. P. crytolobum, J. Smith , 
MS. Clarke, F N. I. t. 83. 

Nepal to Bhotan, 9,000-12,000 feet elevation (pendant from 
trees). I think that Sir W. Hooker may be safely followed in con- 
sidering this only a variety of malacodon. 

24. Pleopeltis ebenipes. {Hook.) Rhizome stout creeping, 
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elongated and knotted with short frondiferous branches, everywhere 
densely imbricated with intensely black polished ovate lanceolate 
subcoriaceous concave scales, fuscous-pubescent at the margins, and 
not hair-pointed ; stipes 6-9 inches long, glabrous, glossy ; fronds 
6-18 inches long, 8-10 inches broad, cut down to a broadly winged 
rachis into 6-20 pair of pinnse or segments, inch broad, the 
lowest pair generally deflexed, and either a little decurrent on the 
stipe, or scooped out and subcordate at their bases, sometimes quite 
patent as are the other p ; nnae, all a little serrulate, finely acuminate, 

glabrous, except the rachises 
which are generally puberu- 
lous, and the main rachis 
sometimes scaly beneath; main 
veins distinct to the margin, 
areoles with copious free vein- 
lets ; sori in a single row near 
the midrib. Hook . Sp . Fil. 
v. 88. Bedd . R B . I 138. 
I cannot separate Clarke’s 
variety “ Oakesii ” from the 
type; his variety “ Parishii ” is 
a Drynaria as far as the Moul- 
mein plant is concerned ; Jer- 
don’s Khasya specimen being 
a single small sterile frond 
without rhizome, which may be 
ebenipes or hastata. Ebenipes, 
though closely allied to hastata, seems to be sufficiently distinct as a 
species in its peculiar rhizome, the fronds both in it and in maia- 
codon, var. majus, are sometimes cordate, sometimes decurrent at 
the base ; in malacodon type (in very many specimens examined) they 
are always cordate, and in hastata always decurrent. 

Himalayas, from Ghurwal to Bhotan, 6,000-12,000 feet elevation. 

25. Pleopeltis incurvata. ( Bl .) Rhizome creeping, palea- 
ceous, with adpressed scales; stipes scattered, a span to a foot long 
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of the sterile frond, 2 feet of the fertile, glossy brown ; fronds firm- 
coriaceous glossy dimorphous, sterile ones 6-10 inches long, 8 inches 
to 1 foot wide, hastate, tripartite, simply ovate or pinnatifid with 

4- 6 lateral lobes, lobes ovate-acuminate entire horizontal, terminal 
one very large, all thickened at the margin ; main veins distinct, 
but immersed, other veins internal and very indistinct ; areoles with 
free included simple or forked veinlets ; fertile fronds very long- 
.stipitate, 10 inches to a foot long, nearly as much wide, very broad- 
ovate deeply pinnatifid nearly to the rachis, below subpinnate, segments 

5- 15, 4-8 inches long, very 
remote, linear and acuminate, 
decurrent at the base ; sori 
large, copious, oval, sunk into 
a very deep cavity which forms 
a circular elevated truncated 
tubercle on the opposite side, 
occupying the space between 
the costa and the margin in a 
single series. BL Fil. Jew. p 
1 5 1, t. 65. Hook. Sp . Fil. v. 

77. Bedd. F B. /. 124. 

Malacca. 

(Also in the Malay 
Islands.) 

26. PLE 0 PELT 1 S 1 NSIGNIS. 

(Bl.) Rhizome short-creep- 
ing, paleaceous, with decidu- 
ous ferruginous scales ; stipes 
1-2 inches or more long (according to the length of the decurrent 
wing of the frond) ; fronds subtriangular-ovate, membranaceous, 
glabrous, 4-9 inches long (independent of the decurrent wing), and 
nearly as much broad, subdeltoid, deeply pinnatifid, with 5-9 lance- 
olate spreading acuminate segments ; the base of the fronds subcu- 
neate and decurrently attenuated so that the stipes is winged for the 
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greater part or even the whole of its length ; venation distinct, main 
veins sfender, united by transverse veins, forming 3-4 series of areoles, 
including free divaricating veinlets ; sori very small, compitai, gene- 
rally two on each transverse veinlet, but appearing to be irregularly 
scattered. Bl. Fil.Jav.p. 166, t. 74. Hook . Sp. Fil. v. 78. Bedd. 
F. B . I. f. 2t4. 

Malacca. 

(Also in the Philippines and Java.) 

27. Pleopeltis phymatodes. (Z.) Rhizome very wide-creep- 
ing, woody, the scales dark brown* fibrillose ; stipes 3-12 inches long, 
firm, erect, glossy ; fronds varying from simple oblong lanceolate 
6 inches long, to deeply pinnatifid and 3 feet long, lobes numerous 
entire, acuminate, lanceolate oblong, 4-8 inches long by 1-1J inch 
broad, texture coriaceous, both sides glabrous ; no distinct main veins, 
areoles fine with copious free veinlets ; sori large, more or leas 
immersed, 1-2 serial or scattered. Linn . Mant p. 360. Hook . 
Syn. Fil. 364. Bedd. F S. I. 173. Polyp, alterni folium, Wall. 
Cat. 289, type sheet. 

Ceylon ; Malabar and Travancore, cultivated only (?) ; Malay 
Peninsula. 

(Also throughout the tropics of the old world, the continent of 
India excepted.) 

28. Pleopeltis longissima. (Bl.) Rhizome wide-creeping; 
the scales ovate adpressed ; stipes 3-4 feet long, glossy straw-coloured ; 
fronds 1-4 feet long, 6-12 inches broad, cut down very nearly to the 
rachis (often leaving only the narrowest sign of a wing) into 3-20 
erect-patent acuminate linear subentire segments or pinnae, which are 

inch broad, texture papery, both sides glabrous ; primary veins 
not very distinct, areoles numerous, with free included simple or 
forked veinlets, with slightly clavate apices ; sori in close single rows 
near the midrib, deeply sunk and forming papillae on the upper 
surface. Bl. En. FI. Jav. Fil. 127. Hook. Syn. Fil. 366. Bedd. F. 
Sup. 388. Wall. Cat. 289, 3 rd sheet (alternifolium, var. poly- 
phyllum). 
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Assam, Gowhatty, Sylhet, Furidpore (floating in jheels.) 

(Also in the Philippines, Formosa, and Malay Islands.) 

29. Pleopeltis nigrescens. (Bl.) Very like longissima, but 
the wing to the rachis broader and the pinnae broader (i-i| inches), 
rather more crisp in texture and the veins more prominent ; it is 
perhaps only a variety, but I have never seen longissima in a wild 
state. Bl. En . Fil. Jar. 127. 

P. longissima, Bedd. F. S. J. 

176. Wall . Cat. 289, 2 nd sheet 
(alternifolium). 

South India, on rocks, 
about the foot of the Western 
mountains, (foot of Sispara 
andCarcoor ghats), not ascend- 
ing the mountains to any ele- 
vation, and never growing in 
water ; Ceylon. An exceed- 
ingly handsome fern. 

30. Pleopeltis dilatata. 

( Wall.) Rhizome stout creep- 
ing, paleaceous with ovate 
reticulated scales ; stipes 1 {■ 
footandmore long, but strongly 
winged the whole length by pleopeltis nigrescens. ( 8 /.) 

the decurrent base of the frond; fronds ample i\-2 and 3 feet long, 
a foot and more wide, membranaceous, light-green, glabrous, oblong- 
ovate, pinnatifid to within ^-1 inch of the rachis (less towards the base), 
segments 6-1 r, 5-8 inches long (shorter towards the apex), inch 
wide, oblong-lanceolate acuminate, subentire, suddenly decurrent ; 
main veins wavy, forming large primary areoles which extend two- 
thirds of the way to the margin and include the sori, these and the rest 
of the segments are occupied by lesser irregular areoles including 
many free veinlets, their branches moderately divaricating; sori nu- 
merous, very small, often oval or more or less elongated, compital on 
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the secondary veins and veinlets. Wall . Cat . 295. Hook. Sp. 

Fil. v. 85. Bedd. F. B. /. t. 122 . 

North India, from Nepal to Bhotan, 3,000-8,000 feet elevation, 
Khasya, 2,000-6,000 feet ; Ceylon, forests above Telgamma, 4,000 
feet elevation ; Tenasserim and Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Samoa.) 

*** Fronds pinnate. 

31. Pleopei.tis palmata. (/?/.) Rhizome stout, the scales 

large lanceolate ; stipes 
6- 1 2 inches long, firm, erect, 
glossy ; fronds 6 -18 inches 
long, 8-12 inches broad, 
with a linear or linear-ob- 
long entire or slightly 
toothed or repand terminal 
lobe, and 1-6 similar ones 
on each side, which are 

inch broad, nar- 
rowed or dilated, always 
slightly adnate at the base, 
long caudate at the apex, 
those of the barren frond the 
broadest, texture subcori- 
aceous, both sides glabrous ; 
main veins distinct to the 
i’leopeltis dilatata. {Wall.) edge, areoles fine, hidden, 

including free incurved clavate veinlets ; sori rather large in a 
single row, midway between the costa and margin. Bl. Fil. Jav. 
p. 150, t. 64. Hook. Syn . Fil. 368, Bedd. F. B. I. t. 156. 

Malay Peninsula, Singapore, Penang and Malacca. 

(Also in the Malay Islands and Philippines.) 

32. Pleopeltis juglandifolia. (JDo?i). Rhizome stout creep- 
ing, with many spreading lanceolate subulate bright-ferruginous scales ; 
stipes 1 foot or more long, firm, erect, glossy ; fronds i£- 2 feet long, 
1 foot or more broad ; pinnae 8-10 on a side in pairs, which are 1-2 
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inches apart, not quite opposite, articulated with the rachis, i-i£ inch 
broad, the apex caudate ; the margin thickened and wavy, rarely 
lobed, sessile from a rounded base, or attenuated and petioled, tex- 
ture subcoriaceous, both sides glabrous ; main veins distinct to the 
margin ; areoles copious, hidden, including free veinlets ; sori large, 
one between each main vein, forming a single row, much nearer the 
midrib than the margin (rarely in two rows). Don . Prod, FI. Nep. 3. 
Hook . Syn. Fil. 368. P. capitellata, Wall. Cat. 306. Bedd. F B. I. 
t. 12. 

Y’ar. tenuicauda. (Hook.) Pinnae gradually narrowed and 
acute at the base and petiolate, quite runs into the type and cannot 
be considered a variety. P. leiorhizon, Wall . Cat. 303, 3 rd sheet. 

Himalayas, from Gurwhal to Bhotan, 2,000-9,000 feet elevation, 
very common, Khasya, 2,000-5,000 feet. 

33. Pleopeltis Lehmanni. (Mett.) Rhizome creeping, clothed 
with ovate or orbicular glabrous scales, each ending in a very long 
acumination ; stipes 8 inches or more long, glabrous as well as 
the rachis and frond; fronds i|-2 feet long, submembranaceous 
pinnate ; pinnae opposite or subopposite, sessile, articulated at the base 
(terminal one long petioled), linear oblong entire, with a caudate 
acumination 4-6 inches long, about £ inch broad, superior base 
obliquely excised, inferior base amplexicaule, the margin entire or 
slightly repand ; main veins evident not extending quite to the 
margin, connected by the transverse veins which form about 4 series 
of areoles in which are free simple or forked veinlets with clavate 
apices ; sori irregular, generally 4-6 in two rows between the main 
veins. Mett. Poly. p. 229. Bedd . F.B. /. t. 260. Hook, Syn. Fil. 
p. 369. 

Sikkim, 4,000-8,000 feet elevation ; Birma. 

(Pleopeltis moulmeinensis, Bedd. F. B. I. t. 205, drawn from a 
single specimen in Mr. Parish’s possession, is probably this, imper- 
fectly seeding ; it does not agree in habit with juglandifolia.) 


34. Pleopeltis himalayensis. (Hook.) Rhizome glaucous 
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creeping, clothed with bright ferruginous hair-like scales ; stipes a 
spa® to i foot and more long ; fronds i-i l foot long, subraembra- 
naceous, sometimes pubescent or even subtomentose, glabrous sub- 
coriaceous in age, pinnated, pinnae almost invariably opposite, sessile 
in distant pairs 5-8-9 inches long, by 1J-2 inches broad from an 
obtuse base, elliptical-oblong, finely and long-caudately acuminated 
entire, but with a very distinct membranous hyaline margin ; main 
veins manifest, connected by transverse ones forming areoles, of 
which one or all are soriferous, these areoles are filled up with a net- 
work of lesser areoles which 
have free included veinlets ; 
sori often large, 1-2 in the 
primary areoles, hence they 
are 1-2 serial between the 
main veins, and 3-4 serial in 
a direction parallel with the 
costa. Hook. Sp . Fil. v. 91. 
Bedd. F B. /. A 318. Poly- 
podium venustum, Wall . Cat . 
305, not of Desv. 

Himalayas, 6,000-10,000 
feet elevation, from Nepal 
to Bhotan, Khasya Hills 
(Jerdon), young plants often 
have simple or 3-lobed fronds. 
Mettenius considers it only 
a variety of Lehmanni. Mr. 
Clarke calls the tomentose 
variety, var. niphoboloides, but it graduates into the type. 

35. Pleopeltis leiorhiza. (Wall.) Rhizome very thick, 
fleshy, wide-creeping, covered with ovate adpressed peltate, slaty-brown 
scales ; stipes 1-2 feet long, erect ; fronds 2-4 feet long, 1-2 feet 
broad ; pinnae narrow lanceolate-linear coriaceous acuminate at the 
apex, margins entire, sessile and rather decurrent at the base, or 
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attenuated and petioled, both sides glabrous; main veins scarcely 
more prominent than the rest, areoles with copious free veinlets; 
sori large, in a Single row, a little nearer the midrib than the margin. 
Polypodium, Wall. Cat . 303, type-sheet. Hook. Syn. Fit. 369. Bedd. 
F. S. /. 174. 

South India, common on all the Western mountains, 2,000-4,000 
feet, on rocks ; North India, from no elevation up to 4,000 feet. 


TRIBE II.— GRAMMITIDE^E. 

Sori on the back of the lobes, more than twice as long as broad, 
usually linear. 


GENUS LXVI.— NOTHOL^NA. (F. Br.) 

( Nothos , spurious ; Janos, wool — the scales on back of frond pseudo- 
woolly.) 

Sori marginal, at first oblong or roundish, soon confluent into a 
continuous marginal line, without a distinct involucre, but with the 
edge of the frond frequently indexed ; veins free ; fronds adherent 
to the caudex, pinnate or bipinnate. 

1. NotholjENA Maranive. (jL. under Acrostichum.) Rhizome 
stout, horizontal, densely paleaceous with soft silky ferruginous finely 
pointed subulate scales; stipes generally stout purplish-black, 3-10 
inches long, aggregated, setosely and densely hirsute, as well as the 
rachis ; fronds 4-10 inches long, 2-2 § inches wide, oblong-lanceolate, 
coriaceous, glabrous above, beneath densely clothed with ferruginous 
oblong-lanceolate imbricated scales, bipinnate, primary pinna* pe- 
tiolate or sessile from a broadish obtuse base, oblong-acuminate, 
pinnules not numerous, approximate, sessile, 2-3 lines long, very 
obtuse entire, upper ones confluent at the base (as are the terminal 
primary pinnae), the edge scarcely reflexed ; sori forming a broad 
border extending some way from the margin towards the costule. 




NOTHOL^NA MaRANT/1£. {Z.itnu) 
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much concealed by the paleaceous covering. Linn, Sp. PL 1527. 
Notholaena Marantae, R . Br. Nothochlaena, Hook . Sp, Fil, v. 120. 
Bedd, F, B. I. t. 1. 

Alpine Himalayas, from Kashmir to Kumaon, rare ; Sikkim, 
9,000-15,000 feet elevation, Lachen Valley. 

(Also in South Europe and the Mediterranean region, from 
Macaronesia to the Caucasus and Abyssinia.) 

2. Notholaena vellea. (R. Br.) Stipes densely tufted, 
woolly, wiry, short; fronds 8-9 inches long, 1-1J inch broad, oblong- 
lanceolate, bipinnate; pinnae close lanceolate, the central ones the 
largest, with close roundish or oblong entire or 3-lobed pinnules., 
texture herbaceous but thick, both sides, especially the lower, coated 
with whitish or subferruginous tomentum, rachis bright chesnut- 
brown, more or less woolly. R. Br. Prod. p. 146. N. lanuginosa, 
Dew. Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 370. 

Pangi and Lahul in Chumba, Cashmire. 

(Also in Afghanistan, South Europe, Madeira, Cape Verd Isles, 
Algiers.) 


GENUS LXVII.— MONOGRAMME. (Schk.) 

{Mono, one ; gramme , a line — sori in a single line on each frond.) 

Sori subimmersed, linear elongated close to the midrib on one or 
both sides, the receptacles formed of a portion of the costa ; veins 
consisting only of a costa ; fronds small, grass or rush-like, simple or 
forked, rhizome creeping. 

1. Monogramme paradoxa. {Fee.) Rhizome creeping, hairy ; 
fronds linear filiform, grass-like, 2-12 inches long, line broad; 
sori within a vaginiform expansion of the costa, one side of which is 
larger than the other. Fee. Vitt, p. 38. M. Junghuhnii, Hook. Sp, 
Fil. v. 123. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 210. 

Ceylon, 3,000-5,000 feet elevation, not very common. 

(Also in Java, Philippines, Queensland and Polynesian Islands.) 




MONOORAMME 1‘ARADOXA. (/&). 
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GENUS LXVIIL— LEPTOGRAMME. (/. Sm.) 

{. Leptos , slender ; gramme , a line.) 

Sori arising from the veins over the under surface of the frond, 
linear or linear oblong, simple ; veins free ; fronds bi-tripinnatifid, 
adherent to the caudex, habit and mode of growth of Phegopteris 
and Lastrea, and only differing from the former in its elongated sori. 

1. Leptogramme Totta. ( Schl .) Rhizome scarcely creeping, 
stipes subtufted, 6-12 inches long, pilose, below scaly; fronds 
1 2-18 inches long, 6-8 inches broad, pinnate, both sides pilose, pinnae 
lanceolate, £-1 inch broad, pinnatifid half-way to the midrib, lobes 
blunt, entire or subentire, ii-2 lines broad, herbaceous in texture; 
veinlets simple 5-7 on each side with the linear oblong sori medial. 
Schlecht , Adumbr . 15, t. 6. Hook. Syn. FiL 376. Grammitis Totta, 
Bedd. F. S. I t. 49. 

South India, very common on the mountains on the west side 
at the highest elevations ; Ceylon at the highest elevations; North 
India, North-west Himalayas, Kashmir to Bhotan, 6,000 feet 
elevation, rare, Khasya, 3,000-5,000 feet elevation, common. 

(Also in Java, China, Japan, and Africa and its islands.) 

2. Leptogramme aurita. {Hook.) Rhizome extensively 
creeping; stipe 1 foot long, naked, glossy, the base curved and 
furnished with a few deflexed ovate acute scales ; fronds up to 2 feet 
long, and 1 foot bioad, pinnate, pinnae in distant pairs pinnatifid 
nearly or quite to the rachis into lanceolate entire or crenate lobes, 
the lowest on one of both sides longer than the others and pinnatifid, 
the others sometimes unequal, texture subcoriaceous, rachis glossy, 
both surfaces generally glabrous ; veinlets mostly forked ; sori oblong. 
Hook . Syn. FiL 377. Gymnogramme, Hook. Sp. FiL v. 14 1. 
Grammitis aurita, Bedd. F. B. I t. 152. 

Sikkim and Bhotan, 3,000-6,000 feet elevation, Assam, 
Khasya, 2,000-5,000 feet elevation. 

Var. i.evincii. [Clarke.) Fronds weak and flaccid, pinnae ij inch 
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long only, and f inch bro*d, not auriculate, lower ones very distant, 
all sparingly covered on both sides with long needle-like weak hairs. 
Clarke , F N. I. p. 568. 

Kashmir, Jhelum and Chittapani valleys, 4,000-7,000 feet 
elevation (Levinge), Sutlej, 9,000 feet elevation (Stewart). 


3. Leptogramme opaca. (Spr.) Stipes i| and more feet long, 
tufted, scaly near the base ; fronds 2 feet and more long 12-15 inches 



wide at base, subdeltoid-ovate acute membranaceous, pubescent on 
the rachises and costae, bipinnate, lower primary pinnae petiolate 
6-8 inches long, 3-4 inches wide, oblong-ovate, their pinnules an inch 
wide, oblong sessile and adnate, and slightly decurrent at the base, 
obtuse or acute, pinnatifid, the lobes retuse or emarginate and 
toothed ; veins pinnate in each lobe of the pinnules or large 
segments, veinlets forked or simple, soriferous towards the base of 
the lower branches ; sori oblong. Hook. Syn. FiL 378. Gymno- 
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gramma, Hook. Sp. El. v. p. 143. Spr. Syst. Veg. iv. 39. Bedd. 
F B. 1. 1 238. Gynnogramma obtusata, Bl. FiL Jav. p. 97, /. 43. 
and Hook . Sp. FiL v. 143. 

Nepal to Bhotan, 4,000-7000 feet elevation; Khasya, 3,000- 
5,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Java.) 

GENUS LXIX. — STEGlfOGRAMME. {Bl.) 

(Stegnos, a cover 5 gramme , a line.) 

As in Leptogramme, only the veinlets of contiguous groups 
uniting as in Nephrodium, fronds pinnate ; habit and mode of growth 
of Nephrodium and Goniopteris, only differing from the latter in its 
linear sori. 

1. Stegnogramme aspidioides. (Book.) Fronds hairy on 
both sides, especially the veins, ovate-lanceolate acuminated, pinnate, 
firm-membranaceous, pinnae opposite or alternate, sessile subtruncate 
or adnate at the base, 3-4 inches long, rarely an inch wide, oblong- 
lanceolate, pinnatifid the way to the midrib ; veins 5-6 pair, 2-5 
lower united, with an excurrent spurious vein reaching to the sinus, 
those in the lobes free, all soriferous ; sori linear-oblong, nearly the 
length of the veins. Hook. Sp. FiL v. 150. Bl. FiL Jav. p. 172. 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 149. 

Khasya, 4,000-6,000 feet elevation; Ceylon (?) 

(Also in Java.) 

GENUS LXX.— GYMNOGRAMME. (Desv.) 

( Gymnos , naked; gramme , a line.) 

Sori arising from the veins over the under surface of the frond ; 
linear or linear-oblong, forked or sometimes simple 5 veins forked, 
veinlets free ; fronds various, adherent to the caudex, habit and 
mode of growth of Cheilanthes. 
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. 1. Gynnogramme Andersoni. ( Bedd .) Caudex furnished 
with numerous black wiry roots ; stipes tufted, 1-2 inches long, 
s ^ a ggy> with long soft golden hairs; fronds (including stipes) 1-4 
inches long, \ inch broad, membranaceous pinnated, copiously 
hairy, especially beneath, pinna; sessile, c ordate- ovate or oblong- 
ovate, pinnatifid or crenated j costa not very prominent, veins pinnate 



CYMNOGKAMME ANDERSONI. (ftetliL) 

in the lower segments of the pinnae, forked or simple in the others, 
all free and not reaching the margin ; sori forked copious. Bedd . 
F. B. I. t. 190. Book. Syn. Fil. 380. 

Kumaon, Soondadunga Valley, on dry rocks, 13,000 feet 
elevation. 


2. GymnoukamiMe leptophylla. (Desv.) Root a small annual 
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tufted mass of fibres ; stipes tufted, glossy brown, slender, filiform, 
1-4 inches long; fronds small 2-4 inches long, i t iJ inch broad, 
delicate, membranaceous very transparent, ovate or deltoid, all 
fertile, varying from reniform crenated to variously pinnate or 
bi-tri pinnate, those on the shorter stipes being less compound, pinnae 
spathulate to obovate, decurrent, deeply crenated, lobes entire or 
serrulate ; veins simple or forked, not reaching the margin ; sori 



/*» 

N? 220. 

GYMNOGRAMME LEFTOPHYLLA. (DgyZ'.) 


oblong, simple or forked. Desv. Journ. Bot. i. p. 26. Hook. Sp. FiL 
v. 136. Bedd . F. S. /. /. 270. Anogramma, Link. 

Western ghats of the Peninsula of India, Ootacamund, Ma- 
hableswar, Suttara Fort walls. 

(Also in Europe, the Azores, Madeira, Canaries, Africa, Persia, 
Australia, New Zealand, South America.) 
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3. Gvmkogkamme micro phvlla. ( Hook .) Stipes densely 
tufted, 2-4 inches long, slender, fragile, glossy brown; fronds 1^-3 
inches long, deltoid quadripinnatifid, pinnje dose, the lower ones 
deltoid, pinnules deltoid, ultimate segments 3— g of an inch, obovate- 
oblong, texture pellucid-herbaceous ; veins and sori one to each 
ultimate segment. Hook. Syn . F/l. 383. Bt'dd. F. B. /. i. 148, 
(habit ofleptophylla, but not annual.) 



Khasya, Surareen, 5,000 feet elevation, Sikkim, Tonglo, 7,000- 
10,000 feet elevation, Sinchal, 8,000 feet elevation, Dikeeling, 
7,500 feet elevation. 

GENUS LXXL— SYNGRAMME. (/. Sm.) 

{Syn to unite ; gramme , a line — sori often in united lines.) 

Sori long linear, arising from the veins and veinlets on the under 
surface, veins forked close to the midrib or higher up, veinlets parallel 
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simple and sometimes anastomosing, or regularly anastomosing near 
the margin, forming a continuous marginal vein, with one or more 
series of marginal areoles ; fronds various, adherent to the caudex; 
habit of Diplazium. 

t. Syngramme fraxinea. (Don. under Diplazium.) Rhizome 
creeping; stipes naked, glabrous, 1-4 feet long ; fronds 1-4 feet long, 
simply pinnate with the pinnae a foot or rather more long, attenuated 
at the base, stalked, and 2 inches broad, or bipinnate, the secondary 
pinnae 3 inches long by inch broad, sessile or subsessile with a 
broad rounded base, in both forms finely acuminate, texture firm- 
herbaceous, glabrous, or a little pilose beneath, entire or subentire, 
or finely toothed ; veins very close, forked from the base near the 
midrib, or much higher up, one or both of the branches often again 
forked, rarely joining with the next group of veins ; sori running 
along all the branches, but stopping far short of the margin. Dipla- 
zium fraxineum, Don . FI. Nep. 12-13. Gymnogramma javanica, 
(B/.), Bedd. F. S. I. t. 232, the pinnate form. F. B. I. t. 57, the 
bipinnate form. G. serrulata, Bl. Pl.Jav . Fil. 113. Wall. Cat . 3 and 11. 

Himalayas, from Chumba to Bhotan, 1,000-8,000 feet elevation, 
very common ; Khasya, 1,000-5,000 feet elevation ; Ceylon, 5,000- 
6,000 feet elevation ; Malay Peninsula, Tenasserim, &c. 

(Also in the Malay Islands ; South Pacific Islands, Africa and 
Japan.) 

This Fern should certainly be associated with “Wallichii” and 
“ alismsefolia,” with which it quite agrees in habit, the anastomosing 
of the veins is rare, but I detect it in all my specimens. 

2. Syngramme vestita. (Wall. Cat. 12.) Stipes tufted 3-6 
inches long, wiry, more or less matted, the scales at the base densely 
tufted, silky; fronds linear, simply pinnate, 6-12 inch long, i-i| inches 
broad ; pinnae 7-14 on each side, in distant subopposite pairs, ovate, 
stalked, entire, or often with an auricle at the superior base, texture 
thick but flaccid, the rachis and both sides, but more especially-Tfxe 
under, densely coated with fine velvety ferruginous hairs ; veins 
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forked or pinnate, where pinnate the lower branches generally 
anastomose; sori universal^ 
on the veins. Bedd . F. B. 
l.t . 154. Grammitis vestita, 

Wall. Cat . 12. Gymno- 
gramme vestita, Hook . Syn. 

Fit. 379 

Himalayas from Chum- 
ba to Nepal, 6,000-9,000 
feet elevation. 

(Also in China.) 

3. Syngramme Wal- 
uchh. (Hook.) Stipes 
tufted up to 20 inches long, 
firm, glossy brown, fibrillose 
near the base ; fronds up to 
one foot long by 2 § inches 
broad, elliptic - lanceolate, 
simple, acuminate, entire at 
the margin, the base narrow- 
ed very gradually, texture 
subcoriaceous, both sides 
glabrous; veins fine parallel, 
simple, or forked from the 
base or much higher up, 
rarely joining with the con- 
tiguous group about the 
centre, but all anastomosing 
near the margin and forming 
2-3 small oblong hexagonal 
areoles ; sori on all the 
straight veins, but scarcely 
extending to anastomosing 
ones near the margin. Bedd. 

F B. I. t. 153, Gymnogramme, Hook. Sp . FiL v. p . 155, t. 302 
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Singapore. 

(Also in Borneo.) 

4. Syngramme alism^efolia. (. Hook .) Caudex creeping; 
stipes a span to a foot and more long, blackish-purple ; fronds subco- 
riaceous, simple 5-8 inches long, z\ inches wide near the base, from 
a rounded base, ovate or ovate-lanceolate, finely acuminated ; veins 
numerous, approximate, simple or forked, anastomosing near the 
margin into 1-2 series of oblong hexagonal areoles ; sori narrow- 
linear on all the straight veins, but scarcely extending to the anasto- 
mosing ones. Bedd . F B . I. t. 240. Gymnogramme, Hook . Sp . 
Fil. v. 155. 

Singapore. 

GENUS LXXII. — SELLIGUEA. (Bory.) 

(After Selligue, a Frenchman.) 

Veins prominent, compound, anastomosing, with free included 
veinlets in the areoles ; sori long linear ; fronds simple, pinnatifid or 
rarely pinnate, articulate with the caudex ; habit and mode of 
growth of Pleopeltis, from which genus it only differs in the sori 
being long linear. 

* Fronds simple . 

1. Selliguea Feej. (Hook.) Rhizome firm, wide-creeping, 
the scales bright brown, fibrillose ; fronds dimorphous, the sterile ones 
3-4! inches long, 1^-2 J inches broad, on stems 3^-6 inches long, the 
fertile ones narrower knd more contracted at the base on stems 6-10 
inches long, both acute, entire, very coriaceous and glabrous ; main 
veins very prominent to the margin, £ inch apart, veinlets obscure, 
forming copious areoles, with free included clavate venules; sori 
linear immersed in single rows, rarely interrupted, between the main 
veins, not quite reaching the margin. Hook . Syn. Fil. 389. Sp. 
Fil. v. 158. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 151. 

Malay Peninsula, Penang, Singapore. * 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 
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2. Selliguea Hamiltoniana. {Wall.) Rhizome wide-creep- 
ing, woody, the scales brown, linear ; fronds dimorphous, the sterile 
ones 4-6 inches long, 2 1-4 inches broad, elliptic oblong, entire, 
glabrous, acuminate, very gradually tapering at the base, the stipes 
2-5 inches long, winged towards the apex by the decurrent base of 
the frond, fertile ones 4-8 inches long by i-i£ inch broad, on stipes 
more than 1 foot long, texture rather thin, with the venation con- 
spicuous ; main veins very distinct to the edge, with copious inter- 
mediate areoles, with free included 
veinlets ; sori in broad continuous 
rows, one between each main vein 
and parallel with them. Grammitis 
Hamiltoniana, Wall. Cat. 9. Gym- 
nogramme, Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 160. 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 239. 

North and East Bengal, from 
Nepal to Mishmee and Chittagong, 
the plains up to 4,000 feet elevation. 
(Also in Yunan.) 


3. Selliguea caudiformis. 
{Hook.) Rhizome woody, creeping, 
the scales large, pale-brown, lanceo- 
late ; stipe 6-9 inches long, firm, 
erect, glossy, pale-brown ; frond 6-9 
inches long, ovate-oblong, acuminate, 
the sterile ones 3-4, the fertile ones 
1-2 inches broad, texture coriaceous, 
both sides naked; main veins distinct to the edge, areoles with 
copious free clavate veinlets ; sori in one continuous or interrupted 
row between the main veins. Hook. Sp. v. p. 158. Bot. Mag. t. 
5328. Syn. Fil. 389. 

The Malay Peninsula, Tenasserim and Mergui, {nearly allied 
to Flei.) 

(Also in the Malay and Polynesian Islands and New Caledonia.) 



{Wall.) 
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* * Fronds compound. 

4. Selliguea elliptica. ( Thunb .) Rhizome woody, wide- 
creeping; stipes up to 2 feet or more long, erect, naked, straw-coloured; 
fronds 12-18 inches long, by 6-12 inches broad, generally pinnatifid 
yearly to the rachis into 4-10 pinnae on each side, sometimes 
subpalmately divided into 3-5 lobes, more rarely quite simple, or 
quite pinnate ; lobes or pinnae linear-oblong acuminate, -J-ii inch 
broad, texture subcoriaceous, quite glabrous; main veins slender not 
distinct to the edge, areoles unequal, with copious free included 
clavate veinlets ; sori linear oblique, reaching the midrib but not the 
marg'n, sometimes interrupted and punctiform. Polypodium 
ellipticum, Thunb. FI. jap. 335. Selliguea decurrens, Hook. Sjn. 
Fil. 389. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 150. Wall. Cat. 5 and 776. 

Himalayas, Nepal to Bhotan ; Khasya, elevation 2,000-5,000 
feet ; Malay Peninsula, Tenasserim. 

(Also in the Philippines, Queensland and Formosa.) 

5. Selliguea Maingayi. (Baker) Stipe i| feet, dull brown, 
naked ; fronds deltoid, under 1 foot long pinnate, with 5 oblong- 
lanceolate pinnae, the end one largest, 5-6 inches long, 2-2! inches 
broad, slightly repand, narrowed gradually at the base, the lowest 
pair distant, texture membranaceous, glabrous, main veins distinct 
to the edge, £ inch apart, areoles copious, minute, with free included 
veinlets ; sori very copious, minute irregular, punctiform or confluent 
in lines or curves. Baker in Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 517. 

Malacca. 

GENUS LXXIII . — LOXOGRAMME. (Brest) 

(Loxos y oblique ; gramme , a line.) 

Characters of Selliguea, but differing in the fronds being adherent 
to the caudex (not articulate), and in their flaccid leathery texture 
and hidden venation. 

t. Loxogramme lanceolata. (Sw. under Grammifis) Rhi- 
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zome slender, wide-creeping ;*scales small, linear, brown; fronds 6- 
8 inches long by J-J inch broad, linear lanceolate, the apex acute, 
the margin entire, the lower third narrowed gradually into a very 
short stipe, texture thick, coriaceous but flaccid, both sides glabrous ; 
venation obscure, costal areoles numerous, small, without, or more 
rarely with, free included veinlets, the midrib much more slender than 
in ihvohtta ; the sori shorter and often nearly parallel, or quite parallel, 
with the midrib. Grammitis lanceolata, Sw. Syn. Fil. 22, 212, t. 
t , • 4. Selliguea, Hook. Syn. Fil. 387. Sp. FL v. 156. Loxo- 
gramma lanceolata, Bedd.F. S. I. t. 51. 

Southern India, Nilgiris and the higher Western mountains, 

6.000- 8,000 feet elevation, (rare compared with involuta). Ceylon, 
above Newera Elya, rare ; Khasya, 4,000-5,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in China, Japan, Fiji, Samoa, and Africa, with its eastern 
islands.) 

2. Loxogramme involuta. {Don. tinder Grammitis.) Rhizome 
stout, creeping, the scales lanceolate, brown ; fronds 8-18 inches long, 
by 1—2 2 inches broad, lanceolate, the apex acuminate, the margin 
entire, the lower part narrowed very gradually into a short broad 
compressed stipe ; texture thick coriaceous, but flaccid, both sides 
glabrous ; venation obscure, areoles copious with free included vein- 
lets ; sori in long parallel very oblique lines reaching from the 
midrib nearly to the margin. Don. FI. Nep. 14. . Sfelliguea, Hook. 
Sp. Fil. v. 155. Syn. Fil. p. 387. Loxogranuna involuta, Bedd. 
F. S. I. i. 50. JVctll. Cat. 6, 7 and ro. 

Very common on the mountains throughout the Indian region ; 
Himalayas, 2,000-7,000 feet elevation ; Southern India and Ceylon, 

5.000- 8,000 feet. 

Perhaps only a large form of lanceolata. Baker says there are 
no free included veinlets, but I find them always present in this 
plant, (Sir J. Hooker says sometimes), generally absent though some- 
times present in lanceolata. 

(Also in the Malay Islands and Polynesia.) 

3. Loxogramme avf.nta. (Baker.) Rhizome creeping ; stipe 
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about iinchlong, fronds glabrous, coriaceous, 18-20 inches long, linear- 
oblong, spathulate, broader up- 
wards, but narrowed and acute 
at the apex, about 3 inches 
wide in the widest part, glabrous 
on both sides, texture less 
coriaceous than in the last 
two; venation more evident, 
reticulated with free veinlets 
in some of the areoles, no 
prominent costules though 
the primary veins are slightly 
thicker than the others ; sori 
in narrow linear more or less 
flexuose, parallel lines in the 
upper portion of the frond 
not touching the costa nor 
extending to the margin. 

Baker, Syn.Fil. p,.^8S. Bedd. 

F B. I. t. 266. 

The Malay Peninsula, loxogramme avenia. C Bckcr .) 
Penang. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

GENUS LXXIV. — BRAINEA. (/. Sm.) 

(After C\ Braine who first introduced the fern.) 

Sori linear, simple or branched, usually on the veins which form 
the costal areoles and on the bases of the free transverse ones, often 
more extended and confluent ; veins united so as to form one series 
of oblong or triangular costal areoles, the rest free, simple or forked, 
and generally all free towards the apex of the pinnae ; caudex erect, 
arborescent; fronds pinrated continuous with the caudex. 

r. Brainf.a insionis. (Hook,) Caudex as thick as a man’s 
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arm, clothed with shaggy dark-brown ferruginous subulate-lanceolate 
scales, f-i inch long ; stipes stout, firm, 3-4 inches long, scaly only 
at the base ; fronds coriaceous bright-green (Lomaria-like), pinnate, or 
occasionally below partially bipinnate ; pinnae numerous, close, horizon- 
tal, 5-6 inches long, 4 lines broad, base cordate, linear-oblong, acumi- 
nate, finely serrate. Hook. Syn. Fil. 390. Bedd. F \ B. /. t. 139. 

Khasya Hills, 3,000-4,000 feet elevation, Pomrang and Jainka ; 
Malay Peninsula, in Tenasserim, the fir forests (Parish), on Mooleyit, 
4,000 feet (Beddome.) 

(Also in Hong Kong.) 


GENUS LXXV. — MENISCIUM. (Schreb.) 

( Meniskos , cresent ; shape of fructification,) 

Sori naked, oblong or linear, occupying the transverse connivent 
veinlets ; veins pinnate, veinlets numerous, the opposite ones uniting 
in an arc or angle, and sending out from the angle a free or con- 
tinuous venule ; fronds simple or pinnate, (only differs from Goni- 
opteris in the shape of the sori.) 

1. Meniscium triphyllum. (Siv.) Rhizome firm, wide-creeping, 
with chesnut lanceolate-linear scales at the extremities ; stipes slender, 
slightly pubescent, of the fertile frond 1 foot long or more, of the 
sterile often shorter ; fronds 3-foliate or with 5 or more pinnae, the 
terminal one much the largest, all oblong-lanceolate with a broad 
base and acute apex, about 4-6 inches long by inch broad, 
stalked or subsessile, margin entire or subrepand, the fertile ones often 
narrower, texture herbaceous, slightly pubescent beneath; areoles 
6-9 between midrib and margin. Sw. Syn . Fil. 19, 206. Hook . Syn. 
Fil. 391. Bedd. F. S. 1 . 1 . 56. Wall. Cat. 61. 

South India, Bolampatty Valley, Anamallays, Travancore, 2,000 
-3000 feet elevation, gregarious and forming very large beds, nearly 
always trifoliate, rarely 5 -foliate; Ceylon, Matale and Saffragam, 2,000- 
3,000 feet; North India, Eastern Bengal, Cachar, Chittagong, Sikkim, 
at no great elevation ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in China and Philippines.) 
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Var. ft Parishii, pinnae 9-13, Tenasserim and Mishmee. 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 184; this probably runs into the type, but there is 
nothing like it in South India. 

2. Meniscium Thwaitesii. (Hook.) Rhizome wide-creeping, 
thick as a crowquill, stipes 9-12 inches long, angled, naked except 
at the base, fronds 8-10 inches long, 4-6 inches broad at base, 
deltoid or subdeltoid, the apex acuminate and more or less pinnatifid, 
below which are several linear oblong rather deeply crenated 



meniscium Thwaitesii. [Hook.) meniscium salicifolium. {Wall.) 
pinnae, the lowest stalked, the others sessile or subsessile, -|-i inch 
broad, often suddenly narrowed at the base, texture herbaceous, 
below a little pubescent, above glabrous or nearly so, except the 
costa ; areoles generally 5 series between the costa and margin. 
Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 391. Bedd. F S. I. t. 223. 

South India, Nilgiris, west slopes below Sispara, 3,000 feet 
elevation ; Ceylon, Matale, 3,000 feet elevation. 

3. Meniscium salicifolium. ( Wall.) Stipe 1 foot or more 
long, stramineous or pale-brown, glossy; fronds 12-18 inches long, 
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and tip to i foot broad; pinnae numerous J-ii inch apart, 4-8 
inches long by {-i inch wide, narrowed very gradually from the 
middle to both ends, the apex being long acuminate, the margins 
entire or nearly so, texture subcoriaceous, rachis and both sides 
glabrous, main veins oblique, 1 line apart, areoles 4-5 between the 
midrib and margin, excurrent venules generally free ; sori oblong, 
formed of two confluent rounded ones. Wall. Cat . 63. Hook . 

Syn. Fil. 391. Bedd. F. B. I. t. 207. 

Malay Peninsula, Penang and Singapore. 





4. Meniscium cusriPA- 
tum. (Bl.) Stipes 1-2 feet 
long, stout, naked ; fronds 2- 
4 feet long, pinnate, pinna; 
numerous up to about 18 inches 
long and 3 inches broad, ob- 
long or elliptic lanceolate, 
the apex long acuminate or 
caudate, the margin subentire or 
crenated, the base gradually or 
suddenly narrowed, generally 
somewhat stalked, texture 
subcoriaceous, rachis and both 
sides glabrous or slightly pu- 
bescent ; main veins promi- 
nent, areoles 6-20 between 
the midrib and the margin. 
Bl. En. PI. Jav . Fil. 114. Hooker , Syn. Fil. 392. Bedd . F. B. /. /. 
309. M. longifrons, Wall . Cat. 60. 

North India. The plant figured is the same as Plume’s type, 
with narrower more attenuated pinnae and comparatively few areoles ; 
it is from Sylhet, 250 feet elevation, and from Jaintea, Jowye, 4,000 
feet elevation, it is not common in North India, also inhabits 
Java and the Philippines. The variety with broader pinnae and about 
20 areoles (Wallich’s type of longifrons) is very common on the 


K?£34. 
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Himalayas and Khasya, from 500-4,000 feet, and Mr. Clarke 
makes it a separate variety, under the name of longifrons ; it, however, 
graduates into the type, I believe it is not separated at Kew, nor 
are there any characters to distinguish it ; they both have the costa 
very red sometimes, Mr. Clarke also gathered small specimens with 
simple fronds (not in fruit, however). 

(Mr. Clarke is quite wrong in referring Gymnopteris costata, var. 
deltigera, to this genus, it has quite different venation.) 

GENUS LXXVI. — ANTROPHYUM. (Kaulf.) 

( Antron , a cave, hollow ; phyo , I grow.) 

Sori reticulated or interrupted, carried 
along the veins in line, the receptacles 
immersed and forming grooves, or super- 
ficial ; veins uniform reticulated ; fronds 
adherent to the caudex, simple, with or 
without a defined midrib, fleshy-coriaceous 
in texture, all the species closely allied. 

1. Antrophyum reticulatum. 

(Kaulf.) Stipe none or very short, the frond 
being decurrent down to the base \ fronds 
6-15 inches long, by i-i\ inch broad, 
linear-lanceolate or acuminate, very gradu- 
ally narrowed downwards ; midrib none 
or sometimes present towards the base of 
the frond, the areoles very long and 1**235 

narrow and distinctly raised on the upper antrophyum reticula- 
surface ; sori immersed, sometimes con- tum. {Kaulf.) 

fluent. Kaulf Fee , 3 rd Mem. Foug. 14. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 231. 
Ant. coriaceum, Wall. Cat. 43. Ant. semicostatum (Bl.), Hook. 
Syn. Fil. 393. 

All the South Indian, Ceylon, and North Indian specimens 
seem to me to belong to one species ; “ coriaceum ” is said to differ 

27 
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by being plicate on the upper surface, but this peculiarity occurs also 
in the South Indian plant and is not a specific character ; reticulatum 
can always be distinguished from “p^ntag^um’’ by its longer and 
narrower fronds, and generally also by the presence of numerous 
barren sporangiastra. 

South India, rare, on the Tinnevelly and Travancore Moun- 
tains, 3,000 feet elevation ; Ceylon, southern and central provinces, 
up to 4,000 feet ; Himalayas and Khasya, up to 5,000 feet ; Malay 
Peninsula. 

(Also in Polynesia and Queensland.) 

Var. /3 PARVULUM. 

(Bl.) Fronds very small, 1-4 
inches long, by inch 

broad. Antr. parvulum (Bl), 

FiL Jav. 78, t. 34. Hook. Sp. 

Fil . v. 170. Bedd . F B. I. 
t. 267. 

Sikkim, Yoksun, 4,500 
feet, Khasya; Penang. 

(Also in Java.) 

2. Antrophyum plan- 
tagineum. (Kaulf.) Stipe 
distinct, 1-4 inches long ; 
fronds oblong, broadest to- 
wards the apex, then suddenly 
narrowed into an acute point, 

4-10 inches long, and up to 
2 inches broad, no midrib or 
an inconspicuous one towards the base ; sori deeply immersed, some- 
times distinctly raised on the upper surface making the frond plicate 
above. Kaulf, Bory . in Voy. de la Coq . Bot. Cryp . t. 28. Bedd. F. 
S. I. t. 52 (reticulatum). 

South India, on the Western mountains, 2,000-5,500 feet 
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elevation, not very common ; Ceylon, central provinces ; Himalayas 
and Khasya up to 5,000 feet ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands, Philippines and Polynesian Islands.) 

' 3. Antrophyum t.atifolium. (Bl.) Stipe long up to 7 inches; 
fronds large, broadly obovate or round, up to 4^ inches wide, acuminate 
or acutely lobed at the apex, no midrib ; sori superficial or immersed, 
with the frond plicate above. Bl. FI. Jav. Fil. 75. Bedd . F B. /. 
/. 176. 

Sikkim and Bhotan, 2,000-6,000 feet ; Assam and Khasya 
1,000-4,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Java.) 

Supposed to differ from the last by the sori being superficial ; 
they however are deeply immersed in some of my specimens, so it 
only differs in its much broader frond and longer stipes ; all the three 
so-called species are probably only varieties of one plant. 

GENUS LXXVII. — VITTARIA. (Sm.) 

( Vi/ fa , a riband, the riband-like frond.) 

Veins simple, forming an acute angle with the midrib, their 
apices prolonged into a transverse marginal vein, which becomes the 
receptacle, or veins forked without the transverse marginal vein ; sori 
seated in an extrorse groove of the margin, or in a slightly intra- 
marginal line with the unaltered edge of the frond produced beyond 
and often rolled over it ; fronds adherent to the caudex, linear, grass- 
or tape-like. 

1. V itt aria elongata. (Sw.) Rhizome creeping, scales many, 
with black hair-like points ; fronds up to 2 J feet long, generally only 
i inch broad, acuminate, grass-like, but rather firm in texture, mid- 
rib generally more or less distinct beneath ; veins simple, oblique, 
immersed, parallel, connected by an intramarginal veinlet ; sori quite 
sunk in an extrorse marginal groove. Sw. Syn. FiL 109, 302. Wall. 
Cat . 144. Bedd. F. S. /. /. 21. 
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South India, on the Western mountains, 2,000-5,000 feet eleva- 
tion ; Ceylon, central provinces; North India, from the plains up to 
about 4,000 feet elevation ; Malay Peninsula, Birma, &c. 

(Also in the Malay Islands ; Queensland ; Polynesia ; Tropical 
Africa, and Mauritius.) 

2. Vittaria sikkimensis. ( Kuhn .) Rhizome very shortly creep- 

ing, with slaty-rufous hair-pointed scales ; stipes densely tufted ; fronds 
up to 4 inches long, but often very much shorter, broad, 

subobtuse ; midrib beneath obscure or slightly depressed ; sori sunk 

in a large extrorse marginal furrow. 
Kuhn in Linncea xxxvi. 66. Clarke, 
F. N. I. p. 574. V. minor var. minima, 
Hook . Sp. FiL v. 183. Bedd. F B. /. 
56 (not ?ninor of Fee). 

Sikkim, 2,000-6,000 feet elevation, 
common ; Khasya, Mowlong, 2,500 feet 
elevation ; Tenasserim. 

The Tenasserim specimens are cer- 
tainly the same as the Sikkim, and when 
Mr. Clarke stated that the Moulmein 
and Malay fern was distinct, he had in 
his eye only the Malacca plant (i.e. fal- 
cata or the next species). I have never 
seen the Tenasserim plant more than 
2 inches long, and the Sikkim plant is 
also common in this small state, though other specimens are 4 inches 
long, the soral groove is extrorse as in Vittaria elongata (not intra- 
marginal as in the section Taeniopsis) and this plant can hardly be 
said to differ from elongata except in its very small size, and is 
probably only a variety of it. 

3. Vittaria falcata. (Kunze.) Fronds 4-5 inches long, £ 
inch broad, the apex blunt, the lower part narrowed gradually to the 
base, texture leathery and very thick ; a distinct raised midrib 



VITTARIA sikkimensis. 
(Kuhn. ) 
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attaining the apex in the barren fronds, but lost in the fertile ones ; 
veins short, oblique, parallel, immersed ; sori quite sunk, in deep 
intramarginal grooves. Kunze . Hook . Syn. FiL 395. V falcata 
and minor Fee $rd. Mem . Fong. 

Malacca. 

(Also in the Philippines.) 

4. V itt aria amboinensis. (Fee.) Fronds 4-5 inches long, by 
3-4 lines broad, smooth, submembranaceous, falcate acuminate, 
tapering below into a petiole ; costa slender, disappearing below the* 
apex ; veins curved equal approximate ; sori closely marginal, cuticle 
of the margin resembling a false involucre ; caudex flexuose, con- 
torted scaly, scales cancellate, rigidly toothed at the margin. Fee, 
Vittar. p. 44, t . 1,/ 1. (not Mett.) Hook . Sp. FiL v. 177. Bedd. 
F. B. I t. 1 1 7. 

Martaban. This seems as distinct a species as most of this group, 
though it is possible it may be a small form of scolopendrina, the 
veins are combined where fertile by an intramarginal vein which runs 
along the centre of the receptacle. 

(Also in Amboyna). 

5. V ittaria lineata. (Swi) Rhizome very short creeping; 
stipes tufted, scales acuminate with caudate points ; fronds up to 8 
inches long, | inch broad, narrowed gradually downwards to the 
stout compressed stipe, the margin often reflexed, texture thick, a 
distinct raised midrib from the base to the apex ; veins simple, im- 
mersed, parallel, very oblique ; sori in a broad intramarginal shallow 
furrow, the edge of the frond distinctly beyond the furrow and at first 
wrapped over it. Sw. Syn . FiL p. 109. Hook . Syn, FiL 396. Taeni- 
opsis lineata, Bedd. F. S. I. t. 54. F£e separated the Indian plant 
from the American under the name of flexuosa, and Mr. Clarke has 
adopted that name, but the two plants seem identical. 

South India, on the Western mountains, 2,000-6,000 feet 
elevation ; Ceylon, central provinces, common ; Himalayas, 2,000 
-12,000 feet elevation, from Gurwhal to Bhotan, Khasya, 1,000- 
6,000 feet elevation ; Malay Peninsula. 
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v (Also in Tropical America, and the West Indies, Africa and its 
Eastern Islands.) 



VITTARIA SULCATA. {Kuhn.) 


6. V ITTARI A SCOLOPENDRINA. 

( Presl .) Caudex creeping, paleaceous 
with subulate scales; fronds linear 
lanceolate acuminate, membranaceous, 
gradually attenuated at both ends, 
16-28 inches long by 1 inch broad, 
glabrous on both sides, scarcely stipi- 
tftte ; midrib thick ; sori sunk in a 
furrow within the margin of the upper 
portion of the fronds, inner margin of 
the furrow winged, margin of the frond 
revolute over the fructification diapha- 
nous or sub'n 'usiate. Haplopteris 


scolopendrina, Pr . Tent. Pter. p . 141. Hook. Syn. Fit. p. 396. 



Taeniopsis, Bedd. F. S. I. t. 212. 
Vitt. Zeylanica, Fee. 

Ceylon, southern and cen- 
tral provinces, on rocks up to 
3,000 feet elevation ; Himalayas, 
Sikkim, Assam, Bhotan. 

(Also in New Guinea, Phi- 
lippines, Malay Islands, Seychelles, 
and Mozambique.) 

7. VlTTARIA SULCATA. 

{Kuhn.) Rhizome short creep- 
ing, scales dense lanceolate, pale- 
brown ; fronds crowded, ligulate, 
obtuse, sessile, narrowed to the 
base, 2-4 inches long, £ inch 
broad ; sori in an intramarginal 


viTTARiA scolopendrina. (. Presl .) deep furrow confined to the very 
much thickened upper half of the frond, where the midrib and veins 
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are quite lost ; midrib visible in the barren lower half Tveins forked 
or rarely with two branches, veinlets slightly clavate at? *e apex not 
reaching the margin, margin beyond the soral groo T very thick. 
Kuhn , Linncea, , 3 6,/. 68. Taeniopsis falcata, Bedd. B . I t. 175. 

Ceylon, 4,000-5,000 feet elevation, the forked ^nation is ab- 
normal in the genus. 

Jd 

GENUS LXXVIII. — T^ENITIS. * b r illd.) 

(From tainia^ a fillet or ribbon.) 

Veins reticulated, forming oblong hexagonrurgMique areoles; 
sori linear, but the line sometimes interrupted, /hdsuing a transverse 
band between the midrib and margin ; frondsjsdierent to the caudex. 

. t' 

1. T/ENitis blechnoides. (Sw.) ilnizome creeping, setose ; 
stipes 8-12 inches long, firm, naked, glossy; fronds 1-2 feet long, 
8-12 inches broad, pinnate ; pinnae of barren frond 2-3 on each side, 
1-2 inches broad, oblong-lanceolate, the point acuminate, the edge 
thickened and wavy, the base cuneate, the lower ones stalked, fertile 
pinnae more numerous and narrower, texture coriaceous, areoles 
copious, oblique, without free veinlets ; sori in a continuous (rarely 
interrupted) line, about midway between the edge and midrib. 
Swartz , Syn. FiL 24 and 220. Hook . Syn. FiL 397. Bedd. F. B. /. 
* 54 . 

Ceylon, in the forests about Galle ; Malay Peninsula, in Tenas- 
serim and further south ; Sylhet (?). 

(Also in the Philippines.) 

GENUS LXXIX.— DRYMOGLOSSUM. (Brest.) 

(Dry m os, wood ; gloss a, tongue). 

Veins obscure, compoundly anastomosing in the sterile fronds, 
forming 3-4 series of areoles between the midrib and the margin, 
each including simple or forked free veinlets, with clavate apices ; 
fronds articulate with the caudex, dimorphous, the sterile broad and 
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short, the fertile long and narrow; sori linear, scarcely immersed, 
central or submarginal often at length confluent and covering the 
whole underneath surface of the frond ; caudex wide-creeping on 
trees. 


1. Drymoglossum carnosum. ( Hook .) Rhizome long, filiform, 
wiry, clothed with peltate lanceolate-linear toothed scales, which are 
often hair-pointed ; stipes 2 lines to 1 inch long, distant slender ; 
fronds simple, of two kinds, sterile one from \ an inch, (and 
then generally orbicular or sub- 
cordate) to 2 and even 3 inches 
long, and then elliptical or obovate 
or spathulate, or even lanceolate 
and acuminate, thick and fleshy, 
coriaceous when dry, faintly cos- 
tate on the under side ; veins an- 
astomosing, the areoles including 
free veinlets, fertile fronds 1-2 \- 
inches long, linear-spathulate ob- 
tuse ; sori linear continuous form- 
ing a line intermediate between 
the costa and the margin, soon 
confluent, and representing one 
broad band, nearly as broad as 
the frond, when young covered 
by numerous peltate pedicellated 
scales. Hook. Sp. Fil.v. 189. Nothochkena? (Trenitis ?) carnosa, 
Wall. Cat. n. 138. Bedd. F B. I, t. 55. 

Nepal, Sikkim, Bhotan, 2,000-5,000 feet elevation, common. 

(Also in China and Japan.) 

2. Drymoglossum piloselloides. ( Presl .) Rhizome long 
filiform, wiry, clothed with ad pressed, diamond shaped peltate laci- 
niated scales, which are sometimes hair-pointed ; stipes about 2 lines 
long in the sterile, often about 1 inch long in the' fertile fronds, 
fronds dimorphous, the barren ones roundish or obovate, \-2 inches 



DRYMOGLOSSUM CARNOSUM. [Hook.) 




DKYMOGLOSSUM PILOSELLOIDES* (PrcsL) 
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long, f inch broad, very thick and fleshy, and when young more or 
less covered with stellate hairs, the fertile ones, 2-4 inches long 
inch broad; veins immersed, areoles with copious free veinlets; sori 
in broad continuous marginal lines often at length confluent and 
covering the whole under surface, capsules mixed with a few stellate 
paraphyses. Presl. Tent . Pterid. 227, t. 10. Bedd. F. S, /. t. 55 
and F S. /. t, 186 (Niphobolus nummularifolius). 

Bengal Plains ; Birma ; Ceylon ; South India, common in the 
Malabar plains, (Calicut, &c. on trees), also on the mountains, up to 
about 2,000 feet elevation, (Anamallays, Wynad, Coorg, &c.) 

(Also in Java Philippines and Japan.) 

Var. ft Beddomei. Mr. Clarke proposes the name Beddomei 
for a specimen from the Anamallays figured by me (tab, 186, 
F, S . /.) because the fronds have stellate hairs and the scales of the 
rhizome are more pointed, but I find this stellate pubescence is 
always more or less present on the young fronds of Himalayan 
examples, and the rhizome scales are quite as hair-pointed in some 
specimens from Java, Philippines, and Japan, the fertile fronds are 
shorter and narrower in this South Indian form, and the broader 
usually sterile fronds sometimes fructify towards the apex, but I am 
not inclined to consider it even a permanent variety, as I believe 
it runs into the type with longer fertile fronds, which is also found in 
Southern India. 

(Niphobolus nummularifolius, though I have included it in that 
genus, rather belongs heie, it has exactly similar venation.) 

GENUS LXXX. — HEMIONITIS. (Z.) 

( Hemionos , a mule— the mule fern.) 

Sori continuous along the veins and copiously reticulated ; veins 
copiously anastomosing, forming numerous areoles which have rarely 
a free veinlet in them, which when present is also soriferous ; fronds 
adherent to the caudex, simple, pinnatifid, or pinnate. 

1. Hemionitis arifolia. (Burnt, under Asplenium) Caudex 



N° 245. 
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erect, short ; stipe df the barren frond, 2-4 inches long, of the fertile 
often 1 foot long, dark chesnut-brown, glossy densely iibrillose 
towards the base ; fronds 2-3 inches each way, cordate-hastate, the 
barren ones bluntish at the apex, with generally rounded (rarely 
pointed) basal lobes and a deep sinus, the fertile ones with the lobes 
more produced and pointed, texture more or less coriaceous, gla- 
brous above, somewhat villous beneath ; areoles oblique, numerous, 


free veinlets none or very rare. 
(Foxb.\ Bedd . F. S. /. t. 53. 

South India, common in 
the plains and on the moun- 
tains up to nearly 3,000 feet 
elevation ; East Bengal plains ; 
Ceylon ; Birma. 

(Also in the Philippines.) 

2. Hemionitis Grif- 
fithii. {Hook. Fil. et Thoms.) 
Rhizome short creeping; stipes 
paleaceous and coarsely hir- 
sute, 8-12 inches long; fronds 
12-16 incheslong, 6-ioinches 
broad, subdeltoid, pinnatifid 
or pinnate with 2-4 pinnae on 
each side, which are 1-1^ 
inch broad, entire or cre- 
nated, acuminate, texture 
herbaceous, rachis and both 


Burnt, FI. Bid. 231. H. cordifolia 



HEMIONITIS CiRlFFITHII. 


(Hook, et Thoms.') 


surfaces hairy on the venation ; main veins prominent, generally 
barren, the veinlets reticulated into copious areoles all soriferous, 
rarely there are free included veinlets, which are also soriferous. 
Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 192. Dictyocline Griffithii (Moore), Bedd. F. B. I. 
155 - 

Khasya, Cherra, 4,000-5000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Formos*.) 
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TRIBE XII.— ACROSTICHE^. 

Sori spread in a stratum over the under surface, or rarely over 
both surfaces of the frond, not confined to the veins only. 

GENUS LXXXI. — ELAPHOGLOSSUM. (Schott) 

(. Elaphos , a stag \ glossa, tongue.) 

Veins free, simple or forked, their apices sometimes clavate, 
fronds simple, entire, sessile or stipitate, the fertile somewhat con- 
tracted and generally sporangiferous over the whole under surface ; 
stipes adherent to the rhizome, but generally pseudo-articulate a little 
above the base. 

1. Elaphoglossum conforme. (Sw) Rhizome woody, wide 
creeping, scales blackish, ovate, jagged, not hair-pointed ; stipes firm 
erect, 2-3 inches long in the sterile, and often much more in the 
fertile, black at the base up to the pseudo-articulation, where it breaks 
off in age, generally clothed with sheathing scales ; sterile fronds 2-9 
inches long, seldom more than 1 inch broad, narrow-lanceolate 
acuminate, furnished with deciduous scales on both sides, quite 
glabrous in age, margin slightly revolute in age ; veins hidden, 
generally once-forked, just reaching the margin ; fertile fronds some- 
what contracted. Sw. Syn. Fit 10, 192, t. 1. Bedd. F S. I. t. 
198. Hook, Syn. Fit 401. 

South India, Western mountains, at the higher elevations, very 
common ; Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula \ Sikkim and Nepal, 6,000- 
9,000 feet elevation, Khasya, 4,500-6,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Australia, Central and South Africa, Queensland, 
Polynesia, and the Malay Islands.) 

2. Elaphoglossum latifolium. (Sw) Rhizome woody, wide- 
creeping, scales bright chesnut or golden, lanceolate and more 
pointed than in conforme ; stipes longer than in conforme and the 
deciduous scales not sheathing ; fronds much larger than in conforme, 
an d generally over 2 inches broad, margin diaphanous and much 



ELAPHOCLOSSUM CONFORMS. 
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thickened ; veins prominent, apices thickly clavate, and not reaching 
the margin. Sw. in Schrad. Journ. Elaph. laurifolium, Bedd . 
F. S. I. t. 200. 

South India, Nilgiris, and Anamallays, at the higher elevations, 
rare compared with conforme ; Ceylon, in central provinces ; (not in 
North India.) 

(Also in Cuba and Tropical America.) 


3. Elaphoglossum 


Norrisii. {Hook.) Rhizome stout, 
woody, the scales long, linear, 
dull-brown ; barren frond sessile, 
or nearly so, tufted, 12-18 inches 
long, | -1 inch broad, the point 
blunt, the lower half narrowed 
very gradually, texture coriaceous, 
both sides nearly naked ; veins 
immersed, indistinct; fertile frond 
much narrower than the other. 
Hook. Sp. v. p. 215. Syn . Fil. 
p. 401. 

Penang. 

4. Elaphoglossum stigma- 
tolepis. {Fee. ) Rhizome stout, 
woody, creeping, the scales dense 
reddish-brown, long linear lan- 
ceolate, hair-pointed, not jagged 

ELAPHOGLOSSUM L ATI FOLIUM. ($«,.) 00 the mar g in > SC£lleS ° f the Sti P e 

like those of the rhizome, not 
sheathing, very dense towards the base ; barren fronds lanceolate, 
8-12 inches long, f-j inch broad, acute, narrowed very gradually 
towards the base into a stipe 1-3 inches long, texture coriaceous as 
in the last two, upper surface naked, lower thickly scattered over 
with small scales ; veins apparent, fine, close, forked, or more rarely 
simple, fertile fronds smaller, contracted and on longer stipes. F'e> 
2 me Mem. Foug \ t. 25, Bedd. F S. 1 1 . 199. Hook. Syn . Fil. p. 521. 
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ELAPHOGLOSSUM SQUAMOSUM. (SlV.) 


N° 2 52 

ELAPHOGLOSSUM SPATHULATUM. (^W.) 
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Slouth India, Nilgiris, and Palghat Hills. 

5. ElaphoOlossum viscosum. (Sw.) Rhizome woody, creep- 
ing, the scales bright-brown, narrow, linear, hair-pointed ; sterile 
fronds linear-lanceolate, 6-9 inches long, by inch broad, narrowed 
gradually at both ends, densely covered on the under surface with 
stellate pubescence, glabrous above, at least in age, its stipe 2-3 
inches, scaly and with stellate pubescence ; veins apparent, their clavate 
apices well within the margin, generally once forked, rarely the forks 
again forked, fertile fronds contracted and on a longer stipe. S 7 C>. 
Syn. Fil. 10, 193. Bedd . F. S. /. t. 196. E. stelligerum, Wall* 
Cat. 2167. 

South India, Western mountains, Anamallays 4,000 feet, on 
rocks up the Toracadu River, Coorg, Travancore ; North India, 
Sikkim and Nepal, 6,000-8,000 feet elevation, Khasya, 4,000-6,000 
feet. (It has been proposed to separate the South Indian plant from 
the Himalayan under the name of stelligerum, but I cannot dis- 
tinguish them.) 

(Also in Tropical America ; Tropical Africa, and its eastern 
islands ; and the Malay Islands.) 

6. Elaphoglossum squamosum. (Sw.) Rhizome short creep- 
ing, scaly; the scales black margined and ciliate ; stipes 1-2 inches 
long, very scaly, fronds linear-lanceolate obtuse, gradually attenuated 
at the base, 4-12 inches long, inch broad, densely covered on 
both sides with velvety ciliated scales, fertile fronds often not con- 
tracted, texture flaccid ; veins hidden, simple or forked. S?u. in 
Schrad. Journ. 1800, ii. p. n. Bedd . F. S. /. t. 197. 

South India, Nilgiris, Anamallays, Travancore hills, 3,000-4,000 
feet elevation, not common; Ceylon, central provinces. 

(Also in Tropical America and West Indies ; Sumatra ; Sandwich 
Islands ; Mascareen Islands ; Guinea Coast ; Madeira and Azores.) 

7. Elaphoglossum spathulatum. (S 7 v.) Rhizome short, creep- 
ing, densely scaly, furnished with numerous wiry roots ; stipes 2-4 
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inches long, densely covered with reddish setaceous scales, fronds 
linear-lanceolate to rhomboid-lanceolate 1-2 inches long, covered on 
both sides with numerous hair-like scales, fertile fronds broad ovate, 
smaller than the sterile ones. Sw. Syn. Fil. p . 10. Bedd \ F S. /. 
t. 213. Acrostichum piloseloides, var. I spathulatum. Hook. Sp. Fil . 
v. 228. 

Ceylon, about Newera Elya, and in the southern provinces. 

(Also in Tropical America and West Indies ; Natal and Masca- 
reen Islands ; and Tristan d’Acunha.) 

GENUS LXXXII. — STENOCHL^ENA. (?. Sm.) 

(Stenos, narrow ; chlcena , cloak ; the narrow involute margin.) 

Fronds simply pinnate, the fertile contracted and very narrow, the 
sterile with the habit of Lomaria; veins simple or forked, fine and close, 
generally quite free to the margin, or rarely the two forks or even 
two separate veins anastomose ; stipes adherent to the rhizome ; pinnae 
articulate with the rachis. (In palustre, the rachis or costa of the 
sterile pinnae is winged, particularly towards the apex, which wing 
has been called an obscure transverse vein, anastomosing in loops ; 
the same occurs in Pteris patens, and some Athyriums (very apparent 
in Athy. fimbriatum, var. sphceropteroides) and it can scarcely be 
called a true vein. 

1. Stenochl^na palustre. (Linn, under Polypodium .) Rhi- 
zome scandent, (often reaching the tops of the highest trees), fronds 
glabrous, shining, of hard texture, pinnate, 1-4 feet long, pinnae 
articulated numerous, alternate or opposite, lanceolate acuminate, 
pungently serrate towards the apex, oblique at the base, and furnished 
with a marginal gland on the upper edge, 5-10 inches long, i~i£ 
inch broad, fertile fronds very much contracted ; veins simple or 
forked, generally free to the thickened margin, rarely the forks or 
two separate veins anastomose in the middle of, or towards the 
margin of the pinnae ; rachis of sterile pinnae winged, particularly 
towards the margin, and forming a pseudo vein parallel with it 
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Burm . FI. Zey. 234. S. scandens, J. Smith , in Hook . youm. of 
Bot. iii. 401. Bedd. F. S. I t. 201. Lomaria scandens, Willd. 
Sp . PL 293. 

South India, in the plains on the West Coast and up the 
mountains to about 3,000 feet elevation ; Ceylon. North India in 
the plains of Bengal and at low elevations on the hills ; Malay Pen- 
insula. (Davallia achilleifolia, Wall. Teratophyllum aculeatum, 
Melt. Ann. Mus. Lug. Bat. 4, 296. Bedd. F. B. /. t. 209, is an 
abnormal form of this plant, showing clearly a winged partial rachis.) 

(Also in South China ; 

Queensland ; and Fiji.) 

2. STEN OCH LiEN A SORBI- 
folia. (Z.) Rhizome thick, 
woody, often 40. feet long, clasp- 
ing trees like a cable, sometimes 
prickly, scales lanceolate-subulate, 
large; fronds up to 18 inches 
long, simply pinnate, barren pin- 
nae 3-8 inches long, about 1 inch 
broad, bluntly pointed, margin 
entire or toothed, 3-20 on each 
side, articulated at the base, 
texture subcoriaceous, glabrous, 
or nearly so on both sides, rachis 
often winged, fertile pinnae smaller, 
much contracted, about i inch 
broad. Acrostichum sorbifolium, Linn. Sp. PL p. 1526. Lomari- 
opsis, Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 412. Bedd. F. B. L t. 192. 

The Malay Peninsula, Tenasserim, Malacca. 

Bedd. F. B. L. t. 210, is an abnormal bipinnate form of this 
plant in which the rachis of the pinnae is very broadly winged with 
small pinnules resembling the leaves of Feronia elephantum. Lo- 
maria limonifolia, Wall. Cat . 35, is the same form. 

(Also in Tropical America and West Indies ; Fiji ; Samoa ; 
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New Caledonia ; Philippines ; Cochin China ; Mascareen Islands, 
and Tropical Africa.) 

GENUS LXXXIII.— . POLYBOTRYA. (H. B . AT.) 

(Poly, many ; botrys, bunch — in allusion to the fructification.) 

Fronds pinnate, bipinnatifid or subbipinnate, the sterile not 
lomarioid in habit, generally viviparous, fertile much contracted; 
veins pinnate, all free; stipes adherent to the rhizome. 

i. Polybotrya appendiculata. (Willd.) Rhizome thick, 
short-creeping, stipes and rachis scaly, scales linear, not adpressea ; 
fronds pinnate, glabrous, the sterile ones viviparous at the apex ; 
pinnae 25 to 50 pair, subopposite or alternate, oblong-lanceolate, ob- 
tuse, 2-3 inches long, \ an inch broad, rather deeply crenated with 
a setaceous bristle between each crenature, superior basal crenature 
the largest, inferior base cuneate and slightly unequal; veins not 
prominent, pinnate free ; fertile fronds much contracted, pinnae much 
shorter than the sterile ones. Willd. Sp. PL 114. Bedd . F. S . I. 
t . 194. Wall. Cat 28 and 2685. 

Common throughout the Indian region. 

(Also in Philippines and Hong Kong.) 

The above description only relates to the type, but there are 
several varieties more or less permanent. 

Var. (3 major. Stipes and rachis very thick, i inch or rather 
more in diameter, rough with dense adpressed scurfy scales ; pinnae 
1 inch in breadth, not auricled at the superior base or cuneate and 
unequal at the inferior ; main veins very prominent and straight and 
costa-like veinlets more numerous and very prominent. 

Sikkim ; a very large fern, unlike any forms in Southern India or 
Ceylon. 

Var. y asplenii folia. (Bory.) Rachis with copious linear 
patent scales, fronds seldom proliferous at the apex ; pinnae very 
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unequal sided, the inferior basal portion being much cut away, 
the upper side deeper cut than in the type. P. aspleniifolia, Bory , in 
Belang. Voy. Bot. 23, t. 3. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 195. Acrost. Wighti- 
anum, Wall. Cat. 2163. 

South India, in moist evergreen 
forests on the western side, up to 
nearly 4,000 feet elevation. (Not 
found in North India.) 

i§Y/^ This can on *y c ° ns ^ ere( ^ a 

, variet y ^is var i a ^l e species, it 

looks, however, very different when 

n« 2S6. ^ growing, being a much brighter 

polybotrya appendiculata. green and a far prettier species than 

(Wit Id.) VAR. d HAMILTONIANA. t ^ e * t J s constant to its C h ar . 


1 N*?2S6. * 

POLYBOTRYA APPENDICULATA. 
(Willd.) VAR. 5 HAMILTONIANA. 

acters in cultivation. 


VaR. 3 HAMILTONIANA. 








mm mm 


mm ^ tj 

^ N?257- 

POLYBOTRYA APPENDICULATA. ( 
VAR. € COSTUI.ATA. 

pinnules up to 3^ inches 


(Wail.) Fertile pinnae interrupted, 
j the sori in bead-like clusters. 

S Wall. Cat. 29. Bedd. F. B. I. 
K t. in, the lower 3 figures . 
Sp, Polyb. Helferiana (As*), Schk. 
^ Supp. 2 p. 47. A 1 14. 

BQgp? Chittagong, Assam; Te- 

nasserim, and Malay Peninsula 
generally. 

VaR. CCOSTULATA. (Hook.) 
~ - . Sterile pinnae pinnatifid 

down to the rachis ; main 
w veins costulate and prominent, 
‘ the lowest pair of pinnae often 
more or less bipinnate both in 
the sterile and fertile, some- 
Willd.) times half deltoid and deeply 
bipinnate at the base, the 
long, and again deeply pinnatifid. 
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Hook . Sp. Fil. p . 252. Bedd. F. B. I t. no, and in right 
hand top fig. 

Tenasserim; Khasya; Jeypore Hills, We^t of Vizagapatam. 
This variety can at once be distinguished by the much more deeply 
pinnatifid pinnae, and by its costulate mam veins, but the bipinnate 
character is not so constant ; some specimens from Birma (vide Bedd . 
F. B . I. t. no) have the lowest pinnae deeply bipinnate in both 
sterile and fertile; and some specimens from Khasya and Jeypoie 
are only slightly bipinnate in the sterile only, whilst other specimens 
from Birma have the lowest pinnae quite unchanged (vide Bedd. 
F B. /. f. hi, right-hand top figure.) 

Var. £ subintegra. Pinnae almost entire, of a very dull 
colour and more coriaceous than in the type, not at all or very 
slightly auricled at the superior base, and the inferior base rounded 
and not at all unequal. Bedd. F. B. It. 1 1 1, left-hand top fig . 
Birma only. 

GENUS LXXXIV. — ACONIOPTERIS. (Fresl.) 

(Akon, a point, and p ten’s ; the veins forming pointed angles near the 

margin.) 

As in Elaphoglossum, only the veins are combined near the 
margin by a straight or zigzag vein. 

1. Aconiopteris gorgonea. (Kaulfi) Rhizome very short, 
with ovate-lanceolate obtuse, brown-red scales; stipes tufted, scarcely 
an inch long, being usually winged near the base by the decurrent 
frond ; barren fronds simple entire narrowly elliptic, tapering at both 
ends, 3-5 inches long, by inch broad ; glabrous, but with peltate 
flat scales, sparingly scattered on the surface beneath ; midrib strong, 
texture firm, but diaphanous ; veins parallel, above simple or furcate, 
the marginal vein more distinct, and further from the margin than in 
examples from Polynesia. Kaulfi En. Fil. 63. Clarke , F. N. I 

A 57 * 
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Khasya, above Shaila, 2,500 feet elevation, lately discovered by 
Mr. Clarke, but only in a barren state, so it is doubtful whether it is 
this species, though it must be closely allied. 

(Also in the Sandwich and Society Islands.) 

GENUS LXXXV. — GYMNOPTERIS. (Bemh.) 

(Gy mhos, naked ; pteris; seeding naked.) 

Veins copiously anastomosing with free veinlets in the areoles ; 
the primary veins costaeform or obsolete ; fronds simple or pinnate, 
generally dimorphous the fertile much contracted, or rarely simple 
uniform and bearing the sori on the contracted apex ; stipes 
adherent to the rhizome. 

1. Gymnopteris variauilis. (Hook.) Rhizome more or less 
creeping, squamose, with ovate or lanceolate scales ; sterile fronds 
membranaceous to subcoriaceous, generally about 1 foot or a little 
more long and 1-2 \ inches wide, ovate-lanceolate acuminate, often 
long decurrent on the stipe nearly to its base ; costules generally more 
or less distinct, sometimes very prominent, zigzag or quite straight ; 
areoles copious with free included veinlets ; fertile fronds contracted 
and narrow, and normally entirely covered with sori, but in some cases 
the broader fronds are dotted all over with large polypodioid sori. 
Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 277. Bedd. F. B. I.t. 272. 

Sikkim, Bhotan, Assam, Khasya, Cachar, up to 4,000 feet 
elevation. South India (rare, compared with the variety lanceolata) 
Tinnevelly mountains, fronds very thin and membranaceous and 
decurrent nearly to the base of the stipe, main veins wavy, but 
very prominent, Jeypore Hills (Vizagapatam), texture thicker and 
colour deeper green, very decurrent, main veins very prominent and 
nearly straight, polypodioid sori over many of the broad fronds; 
Birma. 

Var. /3 lanceolata. (Hook.) Main veins none, or more or 
less indistinct Gymnopteris lanceolata, Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 276. G. Fe'ei 
(Moore) } Bedd \ F. S. I. t. 48. 
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Very common throughout the Western forests of the Madras 
Presidency and Bombay ; Ceylon ; Birma. Also in Chota 
Nagpore, and on Parasnath : in typical forms there are no main 
veins, and all the venation is in distinct, but other forms run 
too closely into variabilis for it to be considered a distinct species ; 
the fronds are often quite rounded at the base, but at other times 
nearly as decurrent as in variabilis, the seeding is normally over the 
whole of the under surface of the fertile frond, but sometimes it is 
in a broad line on each side of the costa, leaving a considerable 
margin of the laminae without sori, or at other times the seeding is 
punctiform or grammitoid ( Bedd . F. B. I. t. 274), or the upper half 

of the frond is contracted and sori- 
ferous, as in Gymnopteris spicata, 
(Hymenolepis of authors). In South 
Canara and Coorg there are forms with 
both sterile and fertile fronds 3-lobed 
{Bedd. F. B. I. t. 273), and in Ceylon, 
pinnatifid forms {Bedd. F. S. I. t. 2 1 1 ) 
with often as many as five distinct pinnae 
on each side the rachis, with only a nar- 
row wing, but as the ordinary form is 
sometimes mixed with these even on 
the same root they can only be consi- 
dered abnormal forms, not distinct 
varieties. 

Var. 7 axillaris. (Cav.) This is a name given to a variety 
with a long slender tortuous rhizome, which creeps up trees, but it 
scarcely differs otherwise, the main veins are less prominent than in 
variabilis, but more so than in lanceolata. Car. Prcelect. 1801, n. 582. 
Hook. Sp. Fil. v. 276. Bedd. F. B. I. /. 271. 

South India, in all the western forests ; Plains of Bengal and 
Assam ; Birma. 



N c 25r> 

CVMX01TEK1S MINUS. ( Mett .) 


2. Gymnopteris minus (. Metieti .) Small, rhizome creeping, 
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thick as a sparrow’s quill, scaly at the apex, scales lanceolate ; stipes 
remote, slender, 1-3 or in those of the fertile frond 4 inches long ; 
sterile fronds membranaceous, i\-2 inches long, oblong or broad- 
lanceolate, costate, tapering into a stipe 2! inches long; costules in- 
distinct, areoles with a free included clavate veinlet, smaller towards 
the margin ; fertile fronds 2 inches long, linear obtuse. Metten . Fit. 
Hort. Lips. p. 20. Hook . Sp. Fil . v. 277. Bedd . F B. I. t 116. 

Khasya Hills, 2,000-4,500 feet, in river sands, perhaps only 
a small form of variabilis var. lanceolata. 

3. Gymnopteris Wallii. (Baker.) Rhizome slender, wide- 



GYMNOPTERIS METALLICA. {Bedd.) GYMNOPTERIS SPICATA. (L. f) 

creeping, scales minute, grey, lanceolate acuminate ; sterile fronds 
linear, subsessile, 8-9 inches long, under i inch broad, narrowed to 
both ends, obscurely repand, texture thin but rigid, surfaces naked, 
bright green ; midrib stramineous, veins slender, immersed, forming 
a single costal row of long areoles/ usually with a free decurved vein- 
let springing from the outer border ; fertile frond filiform, 6-8 inches 
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Iod^ long-stalked, fructification often interrupted. Baker in Hook . 
Syn. Fil. p. 523. Bedd . F B. I. Sup. t. 389. 

Ceylon, southern provinces, Mooroowa, rocky ravines. 

,4. Gymnopteris metallica. {Bedd.) Fronds quite sessile, 
3-7 inches long, up to nearly 1 inch broad, of a deep shining metallic 
blue ; main veins not prominent and often not distinguishable from 
the others ; fertile fronds only soriferous towards the apex. Bedd. 

F. Sup. t. 390. 

Ceylon, Haycock Mountain near Galle, in dense forests on 
rocks, 2,000 feet elevation. 

5. Gymnopteris spicata. (Z. /.) Rhizome woody, short, 
creeping; stipes 1-2 inches long, firm; fronds 6-18 inches 
long, i-i inch broad, the upper part for 4-6 inches, suddenly or 
gradually contracted and fertile, the edge entire, the lower part 
narrowed very gradually, texture subcoriaceous, surfaces naked ; 
no distinct main veins, areoles uniform, hexagonal, with copious 
free, simple or forked veinlets ; sori mixed with peltate sporangiasters. 
Linn . Fil. Sup. 444, under Acrostichum. Gymnopteris, Presl. Tent. 
Pter m 244, t. 11. Acrostichum, Hook. Syn. Fil. 424. Hymenolepis 
spicata, Bedd F. S. 1. 1. 46. 

North India, Sikkim and Bhotan, 4,000-7,000 feet elevation, 
Khasya 3,000-7,000 feet ; South India, on the Western mountains ; 
Ceylon. 

(Hymenolepis has been proposed as a genus or subgenus for this 
species, as the fructification is on the contracted apex of the fronds, 
instead of being on a separate frond, the same peculiarity occurs 
constantly in other species, and I have similarly contracted fronds of 

G. variabilis var. lanceolata, which if separated from their rhizomes 
and other fronds could not be distinguished from this species, so I 
do not think the genus can hold good.) 

6. Gymnopteris quercifolia. {Retz.) Rhizome stout, creeping, 
scales linear, hair-pointed ; stipe of the barren frond 1-2 inches long, 
clothed with soft spreading ferruginous hairs ; barren frond 3-4 inches 
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long, i \-2 inches broad, the terminal pinna with blunt rounded lobes 
reaching sometimes i of the way to the rachis, below this usually a 
single pair of small sessile ovate' blunt auriculate lateral ones, tex- 
ture thin, herbaceous, veins beneath hairy ; main veins sometimes 
distinct to the edge, at other times hardly distinguishable from the 
other veins, with copious areoles, including free veinlets ; fertile 
fronds with a terminal pinna, 1-2 inches long, inch broad, and a 
pair of smaller lateral ones, the stipe slender, 6-9 inches long, naked 
except at the base. Acrostichum quercifolium. Retz . Obs. Bot. 6, 
p, 39. Hook . Syn. Fil. p . 418. Bedd. F S. I. t. 47. 

Tinnevelly and Travancore Hills, up 
to 2,000 feet elevation, Anamallays ; 

Ceylon, about Colombo. 

7. Gymnopteris flagellifera. 

( Wall.) Rhizome short, terrestrial, or scan- 
dent several feet up trees, strong, densely 
scaly with brown lanceolate scales at the 
extremities, and . throwing out rootlets 
encircling the boughs ; stipes often 
densely scaly, fronds simple or 3-foliate 
or pinnate with 5-1 1 pinnae, the terminal 
pinna often much prolonged and rooting 
at the apex ; pinnae stalked entire or re- 
pand, or even lobed, 4-5 inches long by 
2 inches broad ; main veins very prominent to the margin, areoles 
copious with or without free veinlets ; fertile pinnae more or less con- 
tracted, generally without any free veinlets in the areoles, wholly 
soriferous or partially covered with meniscioid sori ; texture herba- 
ceous, drying a dull brown colour. Wall. Cat. 25. Clarke , F N. /. 
p. 579. Paecilopteris flagellifera, Bedd. F. B. I. t . 112. 

North India, Sikkim and Assam, Cachar and Chittagong up to 
3,000 feet elevation ; Birma. Some of my Birma specimens have all 
the fronds simple, and are then hardly distinguishable from “ varia 
bilis ” (type) except by the peculiar colour and scaly stipe, others have 

29 



N? 262 . 

(JYMNOPTERIS QUERCI FOLIA. 


{Retz.) 
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the fiends all 3-foliate and the pinnae often deeply lobed, particularly 
the two lower ones, these simple and 3-foliate fronds grow on 
the same rhizome, the broad sterile fronds are often partially seeded, 
particularly on the long terminal cauda. I have only seen pinnate 
fronds on North Indian examples. 

Sir W. Hooker in his Sp. Fil. gives Malabar for a locality and 
quotes Rheede,Hort. Malab. xii. 1 1, which plate isDrynariaquercifolia; 
PI. 19 is probably intended, which however is Gymnopteris subcrenata. 
On one of AVallich’s sheets of this fern (25, No. 3) there is written, 
Rheede, Malab. xii. t. 19. 

8. Gymnopteris subrepanda. {Hook.) Rhizome woody, 
wide-creeping ; stipes of barren fronds stout erect, nearly naked ; 
barren fronds varying from simple, 1 foot long, 1^-2 inches broad, to 
2 feet long, 1 foot broad, copiously pinnate, with several linear-oblong 
entire or subrepand pinnce on each side, which are sometimes 6-9 
inches long, 2 inches broad, texture subcoriaceous, surfaces and 
rachis naked ; main veins distinct nearly to the edge, with copious 
areoles, with free veinlets between them ; fertile fronds like the others, 
but smaller. Syn. Fil. p. 419. Hook. Sp. Fil . v. p. 275. Bedd. 
F B. I t. 339. 

Penang. 

This is nearly allied to the more pinnate varieties of flagellifera. 
Hodgson’s specimen from the Himalayas referred here in the Kew 
Herb, certainly belongs to flagellifera. 

9. Gymnopteris tricuspis. (Hook.) Rhizome creeping, 
clothed with subulate setaceous ferruginous scales : stipes 1 foot long, 
1 1 of the fertile frond; sterile frond subcoriaceous, subtriangular- 
caudate, 8-10 inches long, 10-12 inches wide at the base, including 
the spread of the lateral lobes, deeply trilobate or 4-lobed, lateral 
lobes 5 inches or more long, ij inch wide, horizontally patent, inter- 
mediate one 6 inches and more long, 2 inches wide, all of them ob- 
long-lanceolate acuminate, entire unicostate; venation manifest, 
costules distant, indistinct, connected by transverse irregular curved 
veins forming large areoles enclosing lesser ones which have copious 
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free branched and divaricating veinlets ; fertile fronds much elom 
gated but contracted, tripartite nearly to the base, segments scarcely 
$ an inch wide, linear strap-shaped acuminate, lateral ones 9--10 
inches long, erect-subpatent, intermediate one a foot and more long, 
sori generally universal except on the costa, or sometimes the ter- 
minal lobe only is soriferous, or rarely the apex only of one or more 
lobes is contracted and soriferous as in Gymnopteris spicata. Hook . 
Sp. Fil. v. 272. Bedd . F. B. L t. 53. 

Sikkim, at Goke below Dar- 
jeeling, 1,500 feet elevation. 

10. Gymnopteris conta- 
minant ( Wall ) Rhizome thick, 
short creeping ; stipes scaly, 
fronds glabrous, pinnate, 1-2 feet 
long, of which the stipe is about 
J ; rachis generally more or less 
winged sometimes prominently, 
more or less scaly, pinnae 11-30 
alternate sessile or very shortly 
petiolate, lanceolate from nearly 
entire to slightly crenated or pin- 
natifid one-third down, with the 
segments serrated, terminal pinnae 
often more or less elongated, 
generally viva parous (the lateral 
ones rarely so); primary veins rather distant more or less conspicuous 
two-thirds of the way to the margin, areoles broad, in 3-4 series, 
the costal ones without any veinlets, the others with generally 
several veinlets irregulary disposed, mostly joining with the areole 
above, but some free with clavate apices ; fertile pinnae much 
contracted, entire or sinuate pinnatifid according to the form of the 
sterile, generally wholly soriferous, rarely only partially contracted into 
seed. Acrostichum contaminans, Wall. Cat. 22, and crispatulum, 
Cat . 24. Paecilopteris repanda, Bedd. F. S. I. t. 202. Semicordata, 
Baker f Syn. Fil. 422. Bedd. F. B. /. t. 270. Blumeana, Hook. Syn. 
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Fil. p. 423 (at least as far as the North Indian specimens are concerned ). 
Acros. terminans, WalL Cat . 2168. 

South India, most abundant in all the Western coast moist 
forests from the plains up to about 4,000 feet; East Bengal, the 
lower hills up to 3,000 feet elevation ; Ceylon (repandum of Thw . 
En,) ; Birina, common. 

11. Gymnopteris subcrenata. (Hook, and G rev. under Ac ros- 
tichum.) Rhizome thick, fronds 
glabrous pinnate, 1-4 feet, of 
which the stipe is sometimes 
nearly half ; stipes and rachis 
furnished with a few scales; 
sterile fronds, pinnae 4-12 
a’ternate or sub-opposite petio- 
late, broad lanceolate sinuate 
or waved, with a longish ser 
rated acumination, terminal 
pinnae much the longest 
(sometimes 2 feet long), proli- 
ferous at the apex ; primary 
veins close, costate and con- 
spicuous nearly to the margin, 
veinlets anastomosing pretty 
regularly at right angles, from 
which proceed ~ one or two 
generally free veinlets with gymnopteris sujjcrenata. 

clavate apices; fertile fronds {Hook, ami Gm.) 

conform to sterile, but much contracted. Hook and Grev. Ic. Fil. 
no. Paecilopteris terminans, Bcdd. F. S. I t. 203 (not WaU.). 
P. Hookerianum, Moore y Thw . En, p. 380, prolifera. Hook. Ic. 
PL t. 68 1~ 2. Rheede , Hort. Malab. xii. 19. 

South India, not uncommon in the Western moist forests of the 
Madras and Bombay Presidencies, up to about 4,000 feet elevation ; 
Ceylon, central provinces. 
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This fern is not known from North India (Mr. Clarke’s Chitta- 
gong specimens being costata), it has generally fewer and larger 
pinnae than contaminans, sometimes up to 2 inches broad, and they 
are never quite sessile, the venation differs considerably, the primary 
veins are much more conspicuous or closer together, the areoles 
narrow and generally with an acute apex, the lowest ones empty, the 
others with often only one free excurrent veinlet (and then the 
venation is quite that of Meniscium), there are, however, often two or 
sometimes three excurrent veinlets, which are very irregular, free or 

anastomosing amongst them- 
selves, or with the superior areole. 

12. Gymnopteris costata. 
(Wall.) Rhizome creeping, fur- 
nished with subulate scales ; 
stipes up to i£ feet long ; fronds 
up to 2 feet long or more, pin- 
nate, pinnae up to 14 inches long 
by 3 inches broad, petiolate, 
acuminate, margin entire, sinuate, 
or crenate ; primary veins very 
prominent and generally much 
raised, close together, areoles 
numerous, but varying with the 
breadth of the pinnae, costal 
ones small (sometimes obsolete) 
empty, several excurrent veinlets 
from all the other areoles which 
are irregular, sometimes free and sometimes anastomosing. Wall, 
Cat 26. Bedd . F.B. /. 113. Hook . Sp. Fit v. 262, deltigerum and 
ijndulatum, Walt Cat . 59 and 140. Bedd. F B, I. 114 and 1 15, are 
only abnormal forms, such as occur more or less in nearly all the 
other species of Gymnopteris and cannot be recorded as varieties. 
(Mr. Clarke has again ‘transferred the former, which was Meniscium 
of Wallich, to that genus, but he now acknowledges that he was 
wrong, and that the venation is different to Meniscium, the same 
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meniscioid sori being very common in flagellifera). Sir W. Hooket 
in his Sj>. Fil. quite correctly described this species and its varieties ; 
but he lumped subcrenata with contaminans, though he had formerly 
distinguished it, first under the name of subcrenata, and afterwards as 
prolifera. Mr. Baker, not understanding the three species, lumped 
them all in his edition of the Synopsis ; and Mr. Clarke, not knowing 
subcrenata, has puzzled pteridologists with a lot of varieties which do 
not exist; I have had subcrenata and contaminans (very common South 
Indian plants) for many 
years in cultivation, and 
costata (not South Indian) 

I have seen in abundance 
in Birma, and know them 
to be three distinct species 
without any permanent 
varieties, though all three 
variable, as are nearly all 
other Gymnopteris. 

North India, Nepal 
and Chittagong, up to 
3,000 feet elevation ; Bir- 
ma. (Some of the larger 
forms turn very red in dry- 
ing.) The meniscioid form 
(deltigera) is common in 
Sikkim and Assam, the 
undulate form (formerly de- 
scribed as a genus, Jenkin- 
sia) is, I believe, only from Birma. 

Acros. virens. Wall . Cat 1033, fromTavoy, is a blank sheet, so 
it is impossible to say whether the fern intended to be represented 
was this species or contaminans ; it could not be subcrenata, as it 
does not grow in Birma. 

13. Gymnopteris Presliana. (Hook.) Rhizome stout creep* 
ing, paleaceous with narrow attenuated lanceolate scales ; stipes 6-xo 
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inches long, more or less scaly, as is the rachis and petioles, fronds 
6-12 inches long, pinnated glabrous, pinnae submembranaceous, re- 
mote, subopposite, petiolate, 2-4 inches long, i an inch wide, 
narrow, lanceolate acuminated at both ends, rachis more or less winged, 
specially towards the apex of the frond ; fertile fronds generally 
longer stipitate, pinnae much contracted, wholly or sometimes only 
partially fertile, costules indistinct, connected by generally 2 pairs of 
opposite veinlets, which meet at an acute angle, from which proceed 
a veinlet, which is either free or joined to the veins .above, marginal 
veins free, terminating in a dot within the margin. Hook. Sp. Fil. 
V. 265. Syn . Fil. 420. Bedd. F. B. I. t 269 (under Paecilopteris.) 

South India, Coorg, at the foot of the Bhagamandal ghat at no 
elevation, Concan (Law). I have only found this species in the 
single locality mentioned, but it is probably more common in the 
Bombay Presidency ; it is of much thinner texture than contami- 
nans, the pinnae differently shaped, and the venation more that of 
subcrenata. 

(Also in the Philippines.) 

GENUS LXXXVI.— ACROSTICHUM. (Z.) 

( Akros , highest; stichos , order— fructification at the top of the frond.) 

Veins uniform, copiously anastomosing, forming numerous sub- 
quadrangular areoles without free included veinlets, no main veins 
present ; fronds pinnate, the upper pinnae smaller and wholly so- 
riferous on the lower surface ; stipes adherent to the caudex. 

1. Acrostichum aureum. (Z.) Caudex erect; stipe 1-2 
feet long, tufted, strong, erect, glossy ; fronds 2-6 feet long, 1-2 feet 
broad, pinnate, the upper pinnae fertile and slightly smaller than the 
barren ones which are usually stalked, ligulate-oblong, 4-3 inches 
broad, the apex acute or blunt, sometimes retuse with a mucro, 
the edge quite entire, the base subcuneate, texture coriaceous, 
rachis and surfaces glabrous ; areoles very small and copious without 
free veinlets. Linn. Sp. PI. 1525. Bcdd. F. S. 1. 1. 204. 



ACROSTICHUM AURRUM {Linn.) 
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Tidal backwaters throughout the Indian region. 

(Also throughout the world in warm countries near the sea.) 

GENUS LXXXVII. — PHOTINOPTERIS. ( J. 5 /;/.) 

( Photeinos , shining ; pteris , a fern.) 

Veins copiously anastomosing, forming numerous areoles with 
free included veinlets, the primary veins costaeform ; fronds pinnate, 
the upper pinnae much contracted and wholly soriferous on the under 
side ; stipe adherent to the rhizome, pinnae articulate with the rachis. 
(Very like Drynaria in its pinnae and venation, but the vernation is 
adherent not articulate.) 

i. Photinopteris rigida. ( Wall) Rhizome repent or scan- 
dent, paleaceous, with elongated brown subulate fringed scales mixed 
with hair-like ones in age, white glaucescent ; stipes short, nearly as 
thick as a writing pen ; fronds 1^-3 feet long, broad-lanceolate, very 
hard-coriaceous glossy, pinnate ; sterile pinnae long-petiolate, distant 
3-6 inches and more long, broad ovate, acuminate, the apex gene- 
rally caudate and curved upwards ; venation manifest, elevated on 
both sides, costules subflexuose, united by transverse veins into four- 
angled areoles, which are again divided into lesser areoles including 
branched free clavate veinlets ; petioles articulated on the rachis and 
dilated into a large orbicular scutiform base ; sometimes these sterile 
pinnae occupy the whole frond, more frequently the rachis is suddenly 
elongated at the apex, and bears 1-13 distant very contracted nar- 
row-linear and fertile pinnae, 5-12 inches long, soriferous except on 
the costa and on the slightly re volute margin. Wall. Cat. n. 27. 
Hook. Sp . Fit. v. 281. Bedd. F. B. /. t. 211. 

Malay Peninsula ; Singapore. 

(Also in the Malay Islands, and Philippines.) 


2. Photinopteris drynarioides. {Hook.) Fronds subsessile, 
several feet long, 1 foot or more broad, the upper part with numerous 
distant Lomarioid pinnae, sometimes 1 foot long, 1 line broad, below 
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1’HO 1'INOPTEKIS DRY NARIOIDES. {Hook.) 



N? 271. 

PLATYCER1UM GRANDE. (/. Sin.) 


this pinnatifid, with nume- 
rous close entire lanceolate 
acuminate lobes 4-6 inches 
long, il-if inch broad 
which reach down nearly to 
the rachis, all articulated, the 
lower ones passing down 
gradually into a mere un- 
dulated wing to the rachis, 
which is continued to its 
very base ; texture very cori- 
aceous; main veins raised, 
with transverse veinlets, and 
between them copious small 
areoles with free veinlets. 
Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 425. Sp. 
Fil v. 282. Bedd. F\ B. /. 

3 2 5 - 

Malay Peninsula, Pe- 
nang. 

(Also in the Solomon 
Islands.) 

GENUS LXXXVIII. — 
PLATYCERIUM. (Desv.) 

( Platys , broad ; keros, a horn 

— stag’s-horn fern.) 

Sori occupying a portion 
only of the under side of 
the disk of the fertile fronds 
and forming large, often re- 
niform patches, frequently 
at the sinuses of the primary 
lobes ; main veins costaeform, 
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prominent, furcate, free or anastomosing, veinlets copiously anasto- 
mosing, forming large oblong areoles, usually with free included 
simple or forked veinlets ; fronds dimorphous, the sterile sessile, 
oblique, reniform, round or elongated, the fertile dichotomous] y 
forked with stag-horn-like divisions, in texture and pubescence 
resembling Niphobolus ; articulate with the caudex. 

1. Platycerium grande. (/. Sm.) Barren fronds very large, 
suborbicular, convex or the upper ones erect, deeply laciniated with 
spreading or indexed divisions ; fertile fronds 4-6 feet long, pendent 
in pairs, the disk broad-cuneate, with the sorus against the upper 
edge, occupying the disk only, with an elongated dichotomously 
forked division beyond it at each corner ; both surfaces green and 
smooth. y, Sm . in Hook . yourn . Bot. in. p. 402. Hook. Syn. 
Fil. p. 425. Bedd. F B. I. t. 326. There is only one soriferous 
patch to each frond. 

Singapore. 

(Also in Philippines and North Australia.) 

2. Platycerium Wallichii. (Hook.) Fronds ample, bifari- 
ous, at length glabrous ; sterile ones imbricated below, irregularly 
sinuate-lobate, above elongated, dilated deeply and much dichoto- 
mously pinnatifid, segments patent-indexed ; fertile fronds geminate, 
very broadly dabellate-cuneate, twice dichotomous suddenly narrowed 
at the base, each primary division or segment bears a sorus on the 
disk (hence there are two sori on each frond), which is semicircular 
and very much produced in the sinus itself, the terminal segments 
beyond the soriferous disk are several times dichotomous and pendent, 
primary veins dichotomous, parallel elevated here and there, anasto- 
mosing into broad elongated areoles which are occupied by lesser 
ones with numerous free-branched included veinlets. Hook. Sp. Fil . 
v. 284. Acrostichum alcicorne, Wall. Cat. n. 19, (not Linn) 
Bedd. F. B. I. t. 108. 

Malay Peninsula, Tenasserim. 

3. Platycerium biforme. (Bl.) Fronds ample, bifarious, at 
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length glabrous; sterile ones imbricated, very thick and corky 
towards the base, subrotund but very varied in circumscription, obed 
and sinuated at the margin, coarsely-reticulate-venose ; fertile fronds 
rather long-stipitate of great size, 

5-15 feet long, from a subcuneate 
base, repeatedly dichotomous, 
the segments loriform, flaccid and 
pendent, fertile segments quite 
different from the rest, forming a 
large reniform, stipitate, shield- 
like receptacle, 6-8 inches or 
more in diameter, wholly sorifer- 
ous beneath, except at the margin. 

Bl. Fil.Jav.p. 14, t. 18. Hook. 

Sp. Fil. v. 285. Bedd. F. B. I. 
t. 109 and 224. A. fuciforme, 

Wall. Cat. n. 20. 

Malay Peninsula, Tenasserim, Mergui, Singapore. 

(Also in the Malay Islands and Philippines.) 

SUB-ORDER III. — OSMUNDACE2E. 

Capsule 2-valved, opening across the apex, furnished with a short 
horizontal wing ; vernation circinate. 

GENUS LXXXIX.— OSMUNDA. {Lin) 

(i Osmunder , one of the names of Thor, a Celtic divinity.) 

Fertile frond wholly, on the upper or middle portion, contracted, 
forming simple or compound sporangiferous panicles ; veins forked, 
free ; fronds pinnate or bipinnate, articulated with the rachis. 

1. Osmunda javanica. (Bl.) Stipes tufted, 6-12 inches long, 
firm erect, naked ; fronds up to 3 feet long, 8-12 inches broad, simply 
pinnate, the lower or central pinnae fertile ; barren pinnae 4-8 inches 
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long, f-f inch broad, cuneate at the base, and often slightly stalked, 
the edge entire or sharply toothed ; texture coriaceous, rachis and 
both sides glabrous; fertile pinnae shorter, made up of numerous 
close but distinct oblong sessile clusters. BL Enum . p. 252. Bedd . 
F S. /. /. 77. 

Ceylon, about Newera Elya ; South India, cultivated only (?) ; 
Malay Peninsula; Tenasserim, banks of rivers in the plains. This 
is commonly in cultivation in Southern India, but I very much doubt 
if it is wild ; I have never found it myself, though I have specimens 
said to have been collected in the Western ghats. 

(Also in Java.) 



2. Osmunda Claytoniana. (Lin.) Stipes tufted, 1 foot or 
more long, clothed with loose woolly ferruginous tomentum when 
young, at length glabrous; fronds 1-2 feet long, 8-12 inches broad, 
simply pinnate ; pinnae deeply pinnatifid, the uppermost and lowest 
barren, some of the intermediate fertile, barren ones lanceolate, 4-6 
inches long, 1 inch or more broad, the lobes oblong, entire, texture 

3 ° 


4$o 


Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 


herbaceous, fertile pinnae shorter, pinnules dense cylindrical. Lin . Sp. 
PI. 1521. Btdd . R B . /. /. 187. 

Himalayas from Kashmir to Bhotan, 6,000-10,000 feet elevation. 
Khasya, 4,500-6,000 feet. 

(Also in North America.) 


3. OSMUNDA REGALIS. (Z.) 
Stipes tufted, 12-18 inches long, 
firm, erect, naked ; fronds 2-4 feet 
long, 1 foot or more broad, bi- 
pinnate, the barren an d fertile sepa- 
rate, or the frond barren below 
and fertile above, barren pinnae 6-12 
inches long, 2-4 inches broad, pin- 
nules sessile or slightly stalked, 1-2 
inches long, inch broad, oblong, 
blunt, often unequal at the base, 
the edge finely serrulate, texture 
subcoriaceous, rachis and both 
sides naked, fertile pinnules cylin- 
drical, forming a copious panicle. 
Z. Sp. PL 152. Bedd. F. S. L 
t . 76. 

South India, common on the 
Western mountains at the higher 
elevations; North India^ Kumaon, 
Bhotan, Khasya, 4,000-6,000 feet, 
(small, the fertile and barren fronds 
generally separate.) 



N? 277. 

schiz^ea malaccana. (Baker.) 


SUB-ORDER IV — SCHIZiEACEiE. 

Capsule 2-valved, opening down the side, crowned by a complete 
operculiform ring ; venation circinate. 




SCHIZ.EA DICHOTOMA. ( Sw.) 
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GENUS XG— SCHIZiEA. (Smith.) 

( Schizo , I cut ; the cut fertile segments.) 

Capsules sessile in 2-4 rows which cover one side of close 
distichous spikes, which form separate fertile segments at the apex 
of the fronds ; veins free. 

1. ScHiZiEA malaccan a. (Baker.) Stipes dense, not distinguish- 
able from the frond, which is 4-8 inches long, weak, flexuose, 
subterete, channelled in front not more than J line thick, the barren 

and fertile ones similiar ; fertile 
segment erect, often bilateral, 
i inch deep with 3-6 slender 
spreading spikes on each side, 
the lowest 2-2 1 lines long. Baker , 
Syn. Fit. p. 428. Bedd. F. B. /. 
L 2 55 * 

Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands 
and Philippines.) 

2. SCHIZjEA DICHOTOMA. 

(Sw.) Stipes 6-18 inches long, 
firm, erect, glossy, channelled on 
the face above ; fronds fan-like in 
general outline, 6-9 inches each 
way, many times dichotomously 
forked, the ultimate divisions |-i 
inch broad, with 1 fertile seg- 
ment to each, inch long, the 
rachis often curved with 4-10 close spreading spikes on each side. 
Hjok. Syn. Fil.p . 430. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 65. 

South India, on the Western mountains ; Malay Peninsula. 
(Also in Tropical America and West Indies ; Australia, New 
Zealand, Polynesia, Philippines, and Mascareen Islands.) 

3. Schizasa digitata. (Sw.) Fronds long, linear, grass-like , 
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10-15 inches long by 2-3 lines broad, bearing a digitate fertile crest at 
the apex ; crest 8-14, parted to the base, segments 1 inch long by a 
line broad; sori in 4 series (t.e., 2 series each side the costa). 

Sw. Syn . Fil. 150, 380, t. 4. Bedd . F. S. /. 268. 

North India, Khasya and Chittagong ; Ceylon ; Malay Peninsula, 
(Also in the Malay Islands ; Fiji and Philippines.) 


GENUS XCI — ANEMIA. (Sw.) 

(From aneimon , naked — the naked spikes.) 

Capsules small, very abundant, forming a copiously branched 
panicle quite distinct from the leafy part of the frond ; fronds pinnate 
or bi-tripinnatifid ; veins free. 


1. Anemia tomentosa. (Sw.) Stipes 6-12 inches long 
strong, erect, clothed with deciduous ferruginous hairs ; fronds ter- 
nately divided, the two lateral branches fertile, the terminal one spread- 
ing, sterile bipinnate, with the pinnules variously lobed or pinnatifid, 
texture herbaceous, rachis and both surfaces pilose ; veins fine, fla- 
bellate. Hook. Syn. Fil. 433. Anemia Wightiana (Gard.\ Bedd. 
F. S. I. t. 66. 

South India, Nilgiris (Sispara ghat), Anamallays, Pulney Hills, 
Travancore Hills, 3,000-4,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Mexico, Peru and West Indies.) 


GENUS XCII. — LYGODIUM. (Sw.) 

(Zygodes, flexible — the climbing habit.) 

Capsules solitary (or casually in pairs), in the axils of large im- 
bricated clasping involucres, which form spikes either in separate 
pinnae or in lax rows along the edge of the leafy ones ; fronds scan- 
dent, pinnae conjugate pahnate-lobed, pinnatifid or pinnate ; veins 
forked, free. 




ANEMIA TOMENTOSA. 
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i . Lygodium circinatum. (Sw.) Fully developed barren frond, 
bipartite into 2 palmate lobes or simply palmate, primary petiole so 
much reduced that the fork seems almost to spring from the main 
rachis, secondary petiole 1-2 inches long, firm, naked, pinnules 
digitate, with 5-6 long lanceolate lobes, reaching nearly down to the 
base, or once or even twice-forked, ultimate barren divisions 4-12 
inches long, i-4 inch broad, the fertile ones contracted sometimes 
so much so, that the lamina is nearly lost, the spikes 1-2 lines long, 
in close marginal rows, texture subcoriaceous, surfaces naked. Sw. 
Syn. Fil. 153. Thw. En. FI. 

Zey. p. 379. pedatum, Sw. 

154. L. dichotomtim, Bedd. 

F S. I. 62. Wall. Cat. 176. 

Hook. Syn. Fil. 437. 

North India, Chittagong 
Hills; Ceylon, western, cen- 
tral, and southern provinces, 
up to 2,000 feet elevation ; 

Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in • the Malay 
Islands ; Philippines ; Hong 
Kong and Chusan.) 

2. Lygodium micro- 
phyllum. (R. Br.) Fronds 
simply pinnate, pinnules pe- 
tioled, 3-4 on each side of 
the zigzag rachis, with a terminal one which is more or less lobed, 
barren pinnae ovate-oblong, blunt, the margin subentire or rarely some- 
what lobed, the base rounded or cordate, fertile ones short, deltoid, 
with generally a very rounded apex, and a square base and lobed 
round the margin. R. Br. Prod. 162. Wall. Cat 174. L. scan- 
dens, Bedd . F. S. I. f. 61. 

South India, Malabar and West Coast generally, very common 
in the plains, and also in the Wjmad, up to about 3,000 feet eleva- 
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tion ; Ceylon, abundant ; North India, Bengal plains, rare ; Malay 
Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

3. Lygodium flexuosum. (Sw.) Fronds glabrous or slightly 
hairy, pair of fronds stipitate-pinnate with the pinnules again pinnate 
or variously lobed, or subpalmate, all serrulate ; sori protruding from 
the margin; texture subcoriaceous. S 7 V. Syn . Fil. 153. Bedd. F. 
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LYGODIUM FLEXUOSUM. (.Sw.) 


LYGODIUM POLYSTACHYUM. {Wall.) 


S. /. t. 63. L. pinnatifidum, Su\ 153. L, longifolium, Wall. Cat . 
175 - 

South India, on both sides of the Madras Presidency, common 
up to about 4,000 feet elevation; North India, plains, and up to 
5,000 feet on the Himalayas ; Ceylon; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in the Malay Islands; Philippines; North Australia, 
and Tropical Africa.) 


4. Lygodium japonicum. (Sw.) As in flexuosum, only that 
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the pinnae are much smaller, with the pinnules smaller and finely 
cut, the fertile ones often so contracted that there is little or no 
lamina present. Sw. Syn. Fil. 154. Bedd. F S. L t. 64. Wall. 
Cat 2201. 

North India, abundant, extending west to Kashmir, up to 5,000 
feet elevation ; South India, Western mountains, rare. It is prob- 
ably only a form of flexuosum. 

(Also in Japan, China, Australia, Malay Islands and Philippines.) 

5. Lygodium polystachyum. (Wall.) Stem creeping, slightly 
pilose ; fronds conjugate pinnate, membranaceous, pinnae petiolate, 
furnished with a tufted gland at the apex of the petiole, deltoid-ovate 
to lanceolate, glandu’ar-pilose on the rachis of the pinnae costa and 
veins, pinnatifid more than half-down to the costa, segments with a 
rounded apex, entire or slightly crenate ; costa of the pinnae and 
central vein (or costule) of segments flexuose, veinlets simple or 
forked ; fertile segments contracted. Nook. Syn. FiL 438. Bedd. 
F. B. /. t. 300. 

Malay Peninsula, Tenasserim. 

SUB-ORDER V.— M A RATTIACE^E. 

Capsule opening by a slit down one side or a pore at the apex, 
without a wing, usually joined together in concrete masses (synangia) ; 
vernation circinate. 

GENUS XCIII. — ANGIOPTERIS. (Noffm.) 

(AngtOy open ; p ter is, fern — the open sporangia.) 

Capsules opening by a slit down the side, sessile, very close 
to one another, but not concrete, arranged in a linear-oblong or boat- 
shaped band of sporangia near the edge of the frond ; veins simple or 
forked, free; fronds very large, bi pinnate, springing from between 
two fleshy stipulseform appendages ; the base of the stipes clavate, 
pseudo-articulate with the axis ; pinnae and pinnules articulate with 
the rachis. 




ANGIOPTERIS IVBCTA. [Ucfm.) 
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1. Angiopteris evecta. (Hoffm) Caudex erect, often 2 feet 
thick, and as much or more in height ; fronds 6-20 feet long, pinnae 
1-3 feet long, spreading, the lowest the largest, rachis swollen at the 
base, pinnules 4-12 inches long, |-i*| inch broad, linear oblong, 
sessile or shortly stalked, the apex acuminate, the edge entire or toothed, 
particularly towards the apex, texture herbaceous to subcoriaceous, 
glabrous, shining ; veins subparallel ; sori of 8-15 capsules. Hoffm. 
Schk . Krypt. Gew. t. 15 1. Bedd . F. S. /. /. 78. 

Throughout the Indian region up to 7,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Japan, Tropical Australia, New Caledonia, Madagascar,^ 
and Polynesia.) 

GENUS XCIV. — MARATTIA. (Sm.) 

(After Maratti of Tuscany, a writer on Ferns.) 

Capsules sessile or stalked, 4-12 concrete in boat-shaped 
synangia, which consist of two opposite rows of capsules and open by 
slits down their inner faces, with or without an inferior involucre ; 
veins simple or forked, free ; fronds bi-tripinnate, large, springing from 
between two fleshy stipulaeform appendages (which sometimes 
assume the character of abnormal fronds) ; pinnules articulate with 
the rachis. 

1. Marattia fraxinea. (Smith.) Stipes 1-2 feet long, i-i^in. 
thick, smooth deciduously scaly or swollen in the lower part ; fronds 
up to 15 feet long, bipinnate, or sometimes tripinnate ; pinnae 1-2 
feet long, pinnules oblong-lanceolate, 4-6 inches long i-i | inches 
broad, the apex acuminate, the edge generally serrate, more rarely 
entire, the base cuneate, or slightly rounded, texture rather coria- 
ceous, glabrous, the rachis of pinnae sometimes slightly winged ; 
synangia submarginal, in close rows, the receptacle linear with 6-12 
capsules on each side, an obscure fimbriated inferior involucre often 
present. Hook. Syn. Fit. 440. Bedd. F. S. Ft. 79. 

South India, Western forests of the Madras Presidency, 4,000- 
6,000 feet elevation (not nearly so common as Angiopteris which it 
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much resembles in general habit) ; Ceylon, central provinces, above 
5,000 feet elevation ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also all round the world in the tropics and a little beyond in 
the southern zone.) 

GENUS XCV.— KAULFUSSIA. (Blume.) 

(After Kaulfuss, of Halle, a writer on Ferns.) 

Capsules sessile, 10 -15, quite concrete, in raised circular masses, 
which are hollow in the centre, with the oblong apertures on the 
inner face ; veins costaeform, parallel veinlets copiously anastomosing 
with free venules in the areoles ; fronds 2-3 feet high, long stipate 
palmately lobed, and springing from two short fleshy stipulaeform 
appendages ; lobes of the fronds oblong elliptical ; a genus of a 
single species. 

1. Kaulfussia ^sculi folia. {Bl.) Stipes 12- 18 inches long, 
herbaceous, auricled at the base ; fronds digitate (like a chesnut leaf), 
or ternate ; the central pinnae the largest, oblong, spathulate, 6-12 
inches long, 3-4 inches broad, the others smaller, margins entire or 
lobed, texture fleshy-herbaceous; sori copious scattered. Bl. En. 
PL Jav. FiL 260. Bedd . F. B. /. /. 185, (free included veinlets 
not shown). K. assamica, Griff. Not. 1 . ii. 628. 

North India, Assam, Cachar, Chittagong Hills, 250 feet 
elevation. 

(Also in the Malay Islands and Philippines.) 

SUB-ORDER VI.— OPHIOGLOSSACEiE. 

Capsule deeply 2-valved, opening down the side nearly to the 
base, without a ring ; vernation erect ; terrestrial or epiphytic. 

GENUS XCYI. — OPHIOGLOSSUM. (Z.) 

( Ophis , a snake ; glossa , a tongue.) 

Capsules sessile, arranged in two rows, forming a narrow close 
spike, which arises from the base or centre of the barren segment ; 
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raiely distinct, rising direct from the corm ; veins reticulated ; fronds 
simple entire, rarely palmate. 

1. Ophioglossum vulgatum (Z.) Rhizome not tuberous, 
shbrt, or elongated, producing annually 1-2 fronds ; fronds 6-9 
inches long, the sterile division generally placed about the middle 
2-4 inch long, f-2 inches broad, ovate or ovate-oblong, without a 

distinct haft, texture stouter than 
in the others, the midrib usually 
indistinct ; fertile spike i inch long . qt 
rather more, on a peduncle 2-4 inches 
long, and considerably overtopping 
the sterile division when fully 
mature. Lin . Sp. PL 1518. 

Sikkim, Goke, 4,000 feet eleva- 
tion, Rungait camp, below Darjeel- 
ing, 2,000 feet elevation. 

(Widely spread in Europe \ 
Africa, and its eastern islands ; 
America; Japan; Australia; New 
Zealand, and Sandwich Islands.) 

2. Ophioglossum nudicaule* 
(Z. /.) Rhizome small, slightly tube- 
rous ; fronds 1 inch or more long, 
the sterile division placed not far 
from the base, -|-i inch long, 2-5 
lines broad, linear to ovate, without 
ophioglossum nudicaule. (£./•) a haft> or wIth only a slight one, the 

texture thin but with no evident costa and veins not distinct ; fertile 
spi)ce i inch long, the peduncle often 2 inches long, very slender. Szu. 
Syn. Fil. t. 4. O. parvifolium, Hook, and Grev. Bedd . F S. /. t. 71. 

South India, Anamallay Forests, 2,500 feet elevation, and else- 
where on the Western mountains ; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in America from United States southward to Brazil, jNew 
Caledonia, and Tropical Africa.) 
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3. Ophioglossum fibrosum. (, Schum .) Rhizome a large 
round white bulb with numerous fibrous rootlets ; stipe very short 
with the sterile division close to its base, the latter 1 J-2 inches long, 
by | inch broad, lanceolate, acute or obtuse, the texture thick and 
opaque ; midrib prominent, venation indistinct (except when dried), 
fertile spike 1^-2 inches long on a spike 4-5 inches long. Schum . 
K. Dansk. Vid. Afh . iv. 226. O. Wight ii, Hook and Grm. Dot. 
Mis . iii. 218. O. brevipes, Bedd . F. S. I. t. 72. 

South India, Anamallay teak 
^forests, 2,000-3,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Tropical Africa, Guinea 
Coast ; Ascension Island.) 

4. Ophioglossum reticula- 
tum. (Z.) Rhizome cylindrical, 
elongated with many fibrous rootlets ; 
fronds 6-12 inches long, the sterile 
division placed a little below the 
middle, 1J-3 inches long, by 1-2 
inches broad, with a distinct haft, 
and distinctly cordate at the base, 
the apex blunt or acute, texture 
thin ; veins prominent, but usually 
no midrib ; fertile spike 1 inch or 
more long on a slender peduncle, 

. , , OPHIOGLOSSUM FIBROSUM. ISchuM.) 

2-4 inches long. Linn . Sj>. PL 

1518. Hook . Syn. FiL /. 446. Bedd. F S. /. t. 70. O. cordifo- 
lium ( Roxb .), Wall. Cat. 47. 

South India, Nilgiris and Anamallays, 2,000 feet elevation 
and upwards ; Ceylon, Newera Elya; Himalayas; Malay 
Peninsula. 

(Also in Malay Islands ; Polynesia ; Tropical America ; Africa, 
Mascareen Islands ; Philippines.) 



5. Ophioglossum pendulum. (Z.) Epiphytic on trees; 
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fronds pendulous, ribbon-like, without 
a distinct stem, 1-3 feet long, 1-3 
inches broad, simple or forked, texture 
fleshy ; no midrib and the veining not 
distinct ; fertile spike single, arsing 
low down on, but above the base of, 
the sterile segment, 2-6 inches long, 
on a peduncle shorter than itself. 

Linn . Sp. PL 1518. Bedd. F S. /. 
f. 269. 

Ceylon, at no great elevation ; 

Malay Peninsula ; Assam (?) 

(Also in Malay and Polynesian 
Islands ; Mauritius ; Australia ; Philip- 
pines.) 

N*29l. 

OPHIOGLOSSUM TENDULUM. (Z.) 

GENUS XCVII.— HELMINTHOSTACHYS. (Kaulf.) 

( Helminthos , a worm ; stachys , a spike.) 

Capsules in long crested clusters which form a long loose spike; 
veins forked, free ; fertile spike rising from the base of the leafy 
segment; fronds stipate, sterile segments foliaceous, digitate. A 
genus of a single species. 

1. Helminthostachys zeylanica. {Linn, under Osmunda.) 
Rhizome thick, fleshy, creeping ; stipes often 1 foot long, barren 
segment palmately pinnate, often in three principal divisions which 
are stalked, and again forked or pinnate, the ultimate divisions linear- 
oblong, 3-4 inches long, f-i inch broad, the apex acuminate, the 
edge slightly toothed or entire, texture herbaceous ; fertile spike 
solitary, arising from the base of the barren segment, 3-4 inches 
long, i inch broad, the firm peduncle about as long as the fructi- 
fication. Linn . Sp. PL 1519. Hook . and Bauer , Gen . Fil. t. 48B. 
Bedd . F. S. /. /. 69. 
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South India, Western forests in swampy places up to 3,000 
feet elevation ; Ceylon, about Colombo and other parts of Western 
and Southern provinces ; No*th India, Bengal plains to Assam and 
Cachar; Malay Peninsula. 

(Also in Tropical Australia, Malay Islands, Philippines and 
New Caledonia.) 

GENUS XCVIII. — BOTRYCHIUM. (Sw.) 

( Botrys , a bunch ; fructification like a bunch of grapes.) 

Capsules sessile, arranged in two rows, on the face of spikes which 
form a compound panicle ; veins forked, free ; fronds erect, the 
sterile segments foliaceous, deltoid, bi-tripinnat- 
ifidly compound, rarely pinnate ; fertile segments 
rachiform, compound paniculate. 

1. Botrychium Lunaria. (Z. under Os- 
munda .) Rhizome small, scarcely thickened, 
enclosed by brown sheaths furnished with stoutish 
fleshy brittle branched roots; stipes erect, smooth, 
cylindrical, hollow, succulent, vernation plicate or 
folded straight, the fertile branch clasped by the 
sterile before unfolding, fronds solitary, 3-10 
inches high, firm, stout fleshy, sterile branch oblongs pinnate smooth, 
pinnae 4-7 pairs flabellale or lunate, the margins crenate (rarely 
partially fertile) fertile branch pinnate or bipinnate ; venation (barren 
pinnae) flabellately-furcate, i.e. the vein enters at the base and is re- 
peatedly forked, veins not quite extending to the margin. Linn. Sp> 
PL 1519. Sw. Syn. FiL 171. Bedd. F. B. I t. 208. 

North India, Sikkim, Lachen, 1 r, 000-13, 000 feet elevation, 
Kumaon, 12,000 feet. 

(Also the arctic and cold temperate zone, extending to South 
Europe ; Patagonia ; Australia.) 

2. Botrychium daucifolium. {Wall) Stipes stout, 6-12 







Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 


471 


inches long, the sterile portion with a stalk, 1-6 inches long, i.e. pro- 
longed beyond the fertile spike, 6-12 inches each way; deltoid, tripin- 
natifid or tripinnate ; the lower pinnae much the largest ; segments 
lanceolate-oblong, -£-§ inch broad, finely toothed ; fertile segments 
about equalling the sterile segment when mature; panicle 2-4 
inches long tripinnate, not very close. Wall. Hook . and Grev . Ic. 
Fil. t. 161. B. subcarnosum, Wall . Cat . 49. Bedd . F. S. I. t. 69. 

Throughout the Indian region, up to 8,000 feet elevation. 

(Also in Java and Polynesia.) 

3. Botrychium virgini- 
anum. (Z. under Osmunda .) 

Stipes 3-18 inches long, sterile 
portion not prolonged beyond 
the fertile spike 4-12 inches 
each way ; deltoid, quadripin- 
natifid, lower pinnae much the 
largest, pinnules ovate-oblong, 
close cut down to a broadly 
winged rachis into finely cut 
linear-oblong segments, both 
sides naked or slightly hairy ; 
fertile branch of the rachis 
springing from the base of the 
sterile portion {i.e. sterile por- 
tion, sessile), or from the 
middle of it Linn . Sp. PI. 

1519. Sw. Syn . Fil. 171. 

Var. /3 lanuginosum. ( Sp . Wall. Cat. 48.) Fertile branch 
arising from the middle of the sterile portion. Bedd. F. S. I. t. 67. 
Moore , Ind. Fil . 213. Hook. Gard. Ferns , t. 29. In the typical 
American plant, the fertile branch arises from the base of the sterile 
portion, and the latter is quite glabrous ; in the Indian plant the 
fertile branch always springs from well above the base, and the sterile 
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BOTRYCHIUM VIRGINIANUM. (.Sw.) 
VAR. LANUGINOSUM. 
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portion is more or less hairy, they are, however, only considered 
varieties. 

South India, at the higher elevations on the Western mountains 
(only appearing in the rains) ; Ceylon, about Newera Elya ; North 
India, on the Himalayas, Kumaon to Bhotan, 5,000-8,000 feet eleva- 
tion, Khasya, 4,000-6,000 feet elevation. 

(The typical plant is widespread in Europe, America and 
Japan.) 
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heterosora 


302 

irregularis 


300 

polycarpa 


350 

tenerifrons 


298 

Didymochlaena 

lunulata 

... 

199 

Polycarpa 

• « • 

201 

Diplazium 

asperum 

... 

184 

assimile 


190 

australe 

... 

189 

bantamense 

... 

177 

bellum 


189 

decurrens 

... 

186 

decussatum 


180 

dilatatum 


187 

var. ft minor 

... 

186 

fraxineum 


386 

fraxinifolium . . . 


177 

Griffitkii 


190 

japonicum 


180 

Jerdoni 


190 

lanceum 


174 

lasiopteris 


180 

latifolium 


187 

Lobbianum 

... 

187 

lobulosum 

... 

f 79 

longifolium 


179 

maximum 

... 

187 

multicaudatum ... 


189 

pallidum 


175 

pinnatifido-pinnatum 

... 

178 

polypodioides ... 


184 

var. decurrens 


186 

var. ft (Thw.^ 

... 

186 
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polyrhizon 

PAGE 

ISO 

porrectum 

176 

Prescotticmum 

178 

procerum 

I89 

Schkuhrii 

l8l 

sikkimense 

I84 

sorzogonense 

l8l 

speciosum ... ... 

178 

Sfoliczkae ... 182, 

I84 

var. hirsutipes 

182 

subserratum 

i>4 

sylvaticum 

177 

var. Prescottianum 

178 

thelypteroides 

184 

Thwaitesii 

180 

tomentosum 

179 

travancoricum 

188 

umbrosum 

180 

var. assimile 

190 

„ australe 

189 

„ multicaudatum 

190 

„ procerum 

189 

Zeylanicum 

175 

Dipteris 

Horsfieldii 

336 

Lobbiana 

336 

Wallichiana 

334 

Doodia 

dives 

137 

Drymoglossum 

Beddomei 

413 

camosum 

411 

piloselloides 

411 

var. (3 Beddomei ... 

413 

Drynaria 

conjugata 

339 

coronans 

338 

diversifolia 

344 

Linnaei 

343 


mollis 

PAGE 

... 34i 

propinqua 

... 339 

quercifolia 

... 34i 

rigidula ... 

... 344 

splendens 

... 339 

Dryostachyum 

... 339 

Elaphoglossum 

conforme 

... 416 

latifolium 

... 416 

laurifolium 

... 418 

Norissii 

... 418 

piloselloides 

... 421 

spathulatum 

... 420 

squamosum 

... 420 

stelligerum 

... 240 

stigmatolepis 

... 418 

viscosum 

... 42c 

Galeoglossa 

... 394 

Gleichenia 

circinata... 

... 2 

dichotoma 

4 

gigantea ... 

... * 2 

glauca 

2 

linearis 

4 

longissima 

2 

Norrisii 

... 2 

semivestita 

2 

Goniophlebium amaenum 

... 31/ 

argutum 

... 323 

erythrocarpum ... 

... 3K 

Hendersoni 

... 320 

lachnopous 

... 31c 

microrhizoma ... 

... 322 

molle 

... 322 

subamaenum 

... 317 

subauriculatum . . . 

... 322 

verrucosum 

... 32/ 

Goniopteris 

lineata 

27s, 27f 
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multilineata 


PAGE 

275 

penangiana 


276 

prolifera 


296 

urophylla 


274 

Grammitis 



aurita 


377 

Hamiltoniana . . . 


373 

lanceolata 


393 

Totta 


377 

vestita 


387 

Gymnogramme 



alismsefolia 


389 

Andersoni 


382 

Hamiltoniana ... 


390 

javanica 


386 

leptophylla 


382 

microphylla 


384 

obtusata 


380 

serrulata 


386 

vestita ... 


387 

Wallichii 


387 

Gymnopteris 



axillaris 

... 

430 

contaminans 

• « • 

438 

decurrens . see variabilis 


flagellifera 

Feei . see variabilis 

... 

483 

lanceoalata 


429 

metallica 


432 

minus 


430 

Presliana 


439 

quercifolia 


432 

spicata 


432 

subcrenata 


437 

subrepanda 


434 

tricuspis 


434 

variabilis 


429 

var. fl lanceolata 


429 

„ y axillaris 


4^0 


PAdK 

Wallii 431 

Haplopteris ... 408 

Helminthostachys 

dulcis . see zeylanica 


zeylanica 

... 467 

Hemidictyum 


Ceterach 

... 194 

Finlay sonianum 

... 195 

Hemionitis 


arifolia 

... 413 

cor difolia 

... 41 5 

Griffithii 

... 415 

kastata. see arifolia 


Hemitelea 


decipiens 

... 10 

Beddomei. seeCyathea spinulosa 

Humata 


alpina 

... 48 

angustata 

... 47 

heterophylla 

... 46 

parallela 

... 47 

pedata 

... 48 

vestita 

... 48 

Hymenolepis 


spicata 

... 432 

Hymenophyllum 


badium ... 

... 33 

Blumeanum 

... 32 

ciliatum 

... 33 

crispatum 

... 33 

denticulatum ... 

... 34 

var. flaccidum 

... 35 

emersum 

... 30 

exiguum 

... 37 

exsertum 

... 30 

flaccidum 

... 35 

javanicum 

... 32 

var. badium 

.. 33 

khasianum 

35 
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PAGE 

Levingii ... 


36 

concinna 

258 

mkroglossnm . . . 


32 

coniifolia 

238 

Neesii ... 


35 

crassifolia 

238 

parvifolium 


28 

crenata 

258 

polyanthos 


30 

cuspidata 

232 

var. Blumeanum 

... 

32 

deltoidea 

254 

„ microglossum 

32 

deparioides 

257 

„ minor 


32 

dissecta 

260 

Simonsiannm ... 


34 

var. ingens 

26l 

Smithii 


34 

divisa 

264 

tenellum 


So 

elongata. see Filix-mas. 


Tunbridgense . . . 


35 

Elwesii 

239 

Hypolepis 



eriocarpa 

258 

hostilis 


295 

Fairbankii 

240 

Kaulfussia 



falciloba 

235 

sesculifolia 


462 

Falconeri 

248 

assamica 


462 

ferruginea 

264 

Lastrea 



Filix-mas 

248 

affinis 


230 

var. apiciflora 

249 

alsophiloides 


8 

„ cochleata 

250 

amabilis 


229 

„ elongata 

250 

angustifrons 


262 

„ fibrillosa 

250 

apiciflora 


249 

„ marginata 

250 

aristata 


229 

„ odontoloma 

248 

var. Hamiltonii 


230 

jy panda ... 

251 

barbigera 


246 

„ paralellogramma 

249 

Beddomei 


239 

„ Schimperiana 

250 

Bergiana 


239 

flaccida 

244 

Blumei 


259 

fceniculacea 

18 

Boryana 


266 

fuscipes 

243 

Brunoniana 


246 

gracilescens 

239 

Buchanani 


255 

gracilescens 

234 

calcarata 


235 

var. decipiens 

234 

var. ciliata . . . 


235 

„ hirsutipes 

234 

„ falciloba 


237 

gracilis 

207 

„ scricea 


2 37 

grisea ... 

241 

cana 


238 

Hendersoni 

257 

Clarkei 


250 

hirtipes 

232 

cochleata. see Filix-mas. 


immersa 

234 
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PAGE 



PAGE 

ingens 


26 l 

splendens 

... 

262 

intermedia 


250 

syrmatica 

... 

243 

intermedia (Baker) 


260 

tenericaulis 

»*• 

266 

melanopus 


243 

Thelypteris 

... 

241 

membranii folia ... 


26 l 

Thwaitesii 

... 

258 

microstegia 


292 

ty lodes 


240 

nephrodioides 


238 

undulata 


254 

Nidus 


250 

viscosa 

... 

238 

obtusiloba 


264 

Walkerae 


233 

octhodes 


240 

^ bipinnata 

... 

234 

» /} fylodes ... 


240 

fi macrocarpa 


233 

odontoloma 


248 

y pinnatifida 

... 

233 

Parishii 


259 

Leptochilus . see Gymnopteris. 

patcntissima 


249 

Leptogramme 



platypus 


230 

aurita 

... 

377 

pulvinulifera 


255 

var. Levingii 

... 

377 

recedens 


260 

obtusata 

... 

380 

rhodolepis 


260 

opaca 

... 

379 

rigida 


251 

Totta 

... 

377 

sagenioides 


243 

Leucostegia 



scabrosa ... 


263 

affinis 

... 

54 

sericea 


235 

assamica 

... 

5i 

setigera 


267 

dareceformis 

... 

52 

setosa . see Cystopteris 


Hookeri 

... 

52 

sikkimensis 


259 

hymenophylla ... 

... 

48 

sparsa 


252 

hymenophy 1 ) oides 

... 

54 

var. deltoidea 


254 

immersa 

... 

5r 

» gracilis 


207 

membranulosa ... 

... 

50 

„ latesquama 


255 

multidentata 

... 

30 

„ minor . 


254 

nodosa 

... 

54 

,, nitidula 


254 

parvula 

... 

54 

„ obtussissima 


254 

pseudo- cystopteris 

... 

54 

„ squamulosa 


255 

pulchra 


52 

„ undulata 

« M 

254 

Lindsaya 



„ zeylanica 

• •• 

254 

caudata 

... 

75 

spectabilis 

• • • 

244 

cultrata 

... 

72 

spectabilis 


257 

divergens 

... 

76 

spinulosa 


252 

Jlabellulata 

... 

75 

var. remota... 


252 

heterophylla 

... 

77 
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PAGE 



PAGE 

Lancea ... 

... 

... 

75 

longi folium 


457 

lanuginosa 

... 

... 

77 

microphyllum ... 


455 

Lobbiana ... 

... 

• •• 

72 

pinnatifidum 


45'/ 

nitens 



79 

pedatum 


455 

orbiculata 

... 

... 

75 

polystachyum 


457 

var. tenera 

... 

... 

75 

scandens 


455 

peciinata ... 

... 

... 

74 

Marattia fraxinea 


46 c 

repens ... 

... 

... 

74 

M atonia pectinata . . . 


19 

' var. minor 

• M 

... 

74 

Meniscium 



rigida 


... 

75 

cuspidatum 


40 c 

scandens 

... 

... 

74 

deltigerum 


438 

trapeziformis 


... 

75 

longifrons 


400 

Walkerae 

... 

... 

76 

Parishii 


399 

Litobrochia 




salicifolium 


399 

aurita 

... 

... 

122 

Thwaitesii 


399 

incisa 

... 

... 

120 

triphyllum 


397 

ludens 


• • • 

120 

var. Parishii 


399 

marginata 


• • • 

122 

Mertensia . see Gleichenia 


pedata 

. . . 

... 

120 

Mesochlcena 



tripartita 

... 

... 

122 

polycarpa 

... 

199 

Lomaria 




Microlepia 



adnata ... 

... 

• • . 

127 

flaccida 


6 ? 

elongata ... 

... 

... 

125 

hirta 

... 

68 

euphlebia 

... 

... 

129 

Hookeriana 

... 

62 

glauca 

... 

... 

127 

Kurzii 


66 

limoniifolia 

... 

... 

423 

majuscula 

... 

66 

Patersoni 

... 

... 

125 

marginalis 


64 

pycnophylla 

... 

... 

129 

var. calvescens 

... 

64 

scandens 

... 

... 

423 

pinnata 

... 

64 

Lomariopsis ... 

... 

... 

423 

platyphylla 


66 

Loxogramme 




polypodioides 

... 

68 

avenia 

... 

.... 

393 

proxvna 


6 7 

involuta 

... 

... 

393 

pteropus 


5 C 

lanceolata 

... 

• . • 

392 

rhoinboidea 

... 

68 

Lygodium 




scabra 


64 

circinnatum 

... 

... 

455 

speluncse 

... 

67 

dichotomum 

... 

... 

455 

var. hirta ... 


68 

flexuosum 

... 

... 

457 

strigosa 


67 

japonicum 

... 

... 

457 

urophylla 

... 

64 
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PAGE 

Monogramme 


otaria 

... 267 

Junghuhnii 

375 

parasiticum 

... 278 

paradoxa 

375 

pennigerum 

... 277 

^ephrodium 


var. multilineatwn 277 

aiortivum 

2 77 

procurrens 

... 278 

abruptum 

2 77 

prolixum 

... 240 

amboinense 

278 

propinquum 

... 269 

Arbuscula 

276 

pteroides 

... 269 

aridum 

272 

punctatum 

... 270 

artinexum 

227 

simulans 

... 223 

brachyodon 

280 

singapori anum ... 

... 212 

costatum 

275 

terminans 

... 269 

crinipes 

279 

truncatum 

... 280 

cucullatum 

270 

unitum 

268, 272 

cuspidatum 

232 

urophyllum 

... 274 

didymosorum 

278 

variolosuin 

... 218 

elatum 

272 

Wightii 

... 218 

eusorum 

280 

Zollingerianum . . . 

... 218 

extensum 

269 

Nephrolepis 


var. microsorum ... 

270 

acuta 

... 284 

„ tntnor 

278 

biserrata 

... 284 

falcilobum 


cordifolia 

... 282 

var. pubera 

277 

exaltata 

... 282 

ferox 

279 

' obliterata 

... 285 

glandulosum 

273 

ramosa 

... 284 

var. loete-strigos'a ... 

277 

tuberosa 

... 28 2 

Grijffithii 

222 

volubilis 

... 284 

tmmersum 

235 

Niphobolus 


ingens . see Lastrea dissecta 

acrostichoides ... 

••• 327 

javanicum 

201 

adnascens 

... 325 

lineatum 

274 

angustatus 

... 353 

microsorum 

270 

Boothii 

... 333 

molle 

277 

costatus 

... 329 

var. amboinense ... 

278 

detergibilis 

... 33i 

„ aureum 

279 

fissus 

... 330 

„ didymosorum ... 

279 

floccigerus 

... 33i 

„ multijugum ... 

279 

flocculosus 

... 331 

„ procurrens ... 

278 

Gardneri 

... 33i 

moulmeinense 

2 75 

Heteractis 

... 327 
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PAGE 

jaintensis 

... 

327 

vulgatum 

... 

... 

464 

laevis 

... 

325 

Wightii ... 

... 

• a. 

465 

Lingua ... 

327, 328 

Ornithopteris ... 

... 

... 

US 

nummulariaefolius 

... 

324 

Osmunda 




pannosus 

... 

328 

Claytoniana 

... 

... 

44 i> 

penangianus 

... 

332 

javanica 

... 

... 

447 

porosus 

... 

330 

Leschenaultii. 

see 

regalis 

Schmidianus 

... 

331 

regalis ... 

... 

... 

450 

spkcerocephalus ... 

... 

353 

virginiana 

... 

... 

471 

stigmosus 


328 

zeylanica ... 

... 

... 

467 

subfurfuraceus ... 

... 

329 

Patania 




Niphopsis 

... 

353 

appendiculata 

... 

... 

26 

Nothochlaena 

••• 

375 

Elwesii ... 

... 

... 

26 

Notholcena 



Pellaea 




lanuginosa 

... 

375 

Boivini ... 

... 

... 

102 

Marantae 

... 

373 

calomelanos 

... 

... 

IO4 

vellea 

... 

375 

concolor 

... 

... 

IOO 

Odontoloma 



falcata 

... 

... 

102 

repens 

... 

74 

geraniifolia 

... 

• • • 

IOI 

Oleandra 



gracilis ... 

... 

... 

IOO 

Cumingii 

... 

288 

nitidula ... 

... 

... 

IOt 

mussefolia 

... 

287 

Stelleri ... 

... 

... 

IOC 

neriiformis 

... 

285 

Tamburii 

... 

... 

IOI 

Wallichii 

... 

287 

Peranema 




Onoclea 



cyatheoides 

... 


22 

orientalis 

... 

20 

Phegopteris 




Onychium 



auriculata 

... 

... 

290 

auratum 

... 

96 

davallioides 

... 

„ 

29€ 

japonicum 

... 

96 

distans ... 

... 

... 

292 

var. intermedia 

... 

96 

var. glabrata 

... 

292 

„ multidentata 

... 

96 

„ minor 

... 

... 

292 

Ophioglossum 



Dryopteris 


... 

293 

brevipes 

... 

465 

erubescens 


... 

28c 

cordifolium 

• • • 

465 

ornata 


... 

294 

fibrosum 

• •• 

465 

pallida ... 


... 

295 

nudicaule 

... 

465 

polycarpa ... 


... 

30 C 

parvifolium 

• M 

464 

punctata ... 


... 

295 

pendulum 

... 

465 

recedens ... 


... 

26c 

redculatum 

... 

464 

Robertiana 


... 

29 
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Phegopteris 



ebenipes 

363 

rufescens... 

... 

293 

var. Oakesii 

364 

rugulosa ... 



295~ 

„ Parisliii 

364 

Scottii ... 

... 

289 

Griffithiana 

354 

subdigitata 



295 

hastata 

362 

vulgaris ... 



290 

hemionitidea 

358 

Photinopteris 



Iieterocarpa 

357 

drynarioides 



442 

himalayensis 

37c 

rigida 

... 

442 

incurvata 

364 

Phymatodes . see Pleopeltis. 


insignis 

365 

Plagiogyria 



irioides ... 

357 

adnata ... 

... ... 

127 

juglandifolia 

368 

euphlebia 

... ... 

129 

var. tenuicauda 

37c 

glauca 



127 

lanceolata 

35i 

pycnophylla 

... 

129 

Lehmanni 

37c 

triquetra. see 

euphlebia 


leiorhiza... 

372 

Platycerium 



lepidota 

35i 

bifonne ... 



445 

linearis 

346 

grande ... 

... 

445 

var. steniste 

347 

Wallichii... 

... 

445 

longifolia 

349 

Platyloma 



longissima 

366 

falcata 

... 

104 

macrosora 

353 

Pleocnemia 



malacodon 

3^3 

aristata . . , 

... 

268 

var. /3 majus 

363 

Clarkei ... 

... 

227 

membranacea 

355 

gigantea ... 

... 

224 

musaefolia 

358 

leuzeana ... 

... 

228 

nigrescens 

367 

membranacea 

... 

225 

normal is 

353 

membranifolia 

... 

225 

nuda ... 

347 

Thwaitesii 

... ... 

223 

ovata 

354 

Trimeni ... 

... ... 

224 

palmata 

368 

Pleopeltis 



Parishii ... 

34i 

accedens ... 

... 

345 

phymatodes 

366 

angustata 

... 

35i 

pteropus 

359 

var. depauperata ... 

35i 

var. minor 

36 1 

capitellata 

... 

370 

„ zosteraeformis .. 

362 

clathrata ... 

• • • » • • 

348 

punctata 

357 

crytolobum 

... 

363 

rhyncophylla 

353 

dilatata ... 



367 1 

rostrata 

345 
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l'AGE 

simplex 

... 347 

conjugatum 


336 

sinuosa 

... 349 

contiguum 


35° 

stenophylla 

... 348 

cordifolium 


282 

Stewartii... 

... 363 

comigerum 


307 

stiperficialis 

... 351 

costatum... 


275 

trifida 

... 362 

crenatum 


258 

Wightiana 

- 347 

cucullatum 


307 

Zippellii 

... 357 

dareaeforme 


316 

zosfercefonnis ... 

... 362 

decorum 


3IC 

Pcecilopteris , 


dentigcrum 


I 69 

Blumeana 

- 435 

Dipteris 


336 

costata 

... 438 

disians. see Phegopteris 


flagellifera 

... 433 

Dryopieris 

... 

293 

Hookeriana 

... 437 

elongatum 

... 

232 

Presliana 

... 440 

ellipticum 

... 

392 

prolifera 

... 437 

erubescens 

... 

28 c 

repanda 

... 435 

exaltatnm 


282 

semicordata 

... 435 

excavatum 

... 

347 

Polybotrya 


Filix-mas 

• • • 

24 c 

appendiculata ... 

... 424 

fragrans 

HI 

8 c 

var. aspleniifolia ... 424 

furfuraceum 

... 

327 

„ costulata 

... 426 

fuscatum... 

... 

3ii 

„ Hamiltoniana... 424 

glabru/n 


358 

„ major ... 

... 424 

gladiatum 


34^ 

„ subintegra 

... 427 

glandulosum 


3oc 

aspleniifolia 

... 426 

glaucuin 


2 

Helferiana 

... 426 

grandifolium 


355 

Polypodium 


Grevilleanum ... 

... 

347 

acutissimum 

... 346 

Griffithii 


291 

adnascens 

.- 325 

harpophyllum . . . 

... 

20 / 

adnatum 

... 292 

hastatum 


364 

alternifoliutn 

366 & 367 

heterocarpinn 

• t « 

355 

appendiculatum ... 

... 290 

hirtellum... 


305 

argutum ... 

- 323 

hirtum 


305 

auriculalum 

203 & 290 

jaintense 


327 

Beddomei 

... 322 

khasyanum 


308 

bifur catum 

... 338 

lanceolatum 

... 

35i 

brunneum 

... 292 

lasiosorum 

... 

305 

coniifolium 

... 296 

lepidota 

... 

35i 
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lineare (Linn.) 

PAGE 

5 

Russellianum 

PAGE 

267 

lineare var. simplex ... 

347 

semibipinnatum ... 

215 

Linneei 

343 

serra 

3IC 

Lonchitis 

203 

sesquipedale 

347 

longifrons 

353 

sessilifolium 

307 

longipes ... 

292 

simplex ... 

347 

loriforme 

346 

speluncce ... 

57 

marginale 

64 

spkcerocephalum 

353 

tnediale 

303 

subconfluens 

30c 

minutum 

3i3 

subdigitatum 

296 

multilineatum 

275 

subevenosum 

303 

mysurense 

33i 

subfalcatum 

314 

nigrocarpuvi 

264 

^ ubtripinnatum ... 

266 

normale ... 

353 

superficiale 

35i 

nummularicefoli um 

334 

lenericaule ... ... 

266 

obliquatum 

3ii 

Thwaitesii 

309 

obscurum,.. 

243 

trichomanoides 

3°8 

ornatum ... 

294 

tridactylon 

361 

ovatum ... 

354 

unitum ... 

269 

oxylobwti 

362 

venustum 

37o 

i baludosum 

292 

verrucosum ... 324, 325 

palustre ... 

421 

vittarioides 

325 

parasiticum 

278 

Walkerce 

233 

parasiticum 

302 

Wallii 

305 

var. pi iosiusculum . . . 

305 

Wightianum 

346 

parvulum 

3i4 

Zeylanicum 

303 

pcnangianum 

276 

Polystichum aculeatum 

207 

pertusum 

32 5 

var. anomalum 

209 

Phegopteris 

292 

„ angulare 

207 

polycephalum 

358 

„ biaristatum 

209 

porosum ... 

33i 

„ iobatum 

207 

pteroides 

269 

„ mucronifolium .. 

210 

quercifoliuvi 

343 

„ rufo-barbatum... 

207 

repandulum 

313 

„ simifertile 

209 

rivale 

3i 

„ setosum 

209 

Robertianum 

293 

„ travancorium ... 

209 

rufescens ... 

293 

amabile . see Lastrea 


rugosulum 

295 

aristatum. see Lastrea 


rugiilositm 

295 

var. affine . see Lastrea 
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auriculatum 

203 

Dalhousiae 


IIC 

var. ccespitosum ... 

204 

ensiformis 


107 

„ lentum 

204 

var. Grevilleana 


108 

„ marginatum ... 

204 

excelsa ... 


114 

„ subpinnatum ... 

204 

geminata 


Il8 

Atkinsoni 

203 

geranifolia 


IOI 

brachypterum 

207 

gracilis 


IOO 

coniifolium . see Lastrea 


Grevilleana 


1 12 

Ccespitosum 

204 

Griffithii 


108 

foeniculaceum 

18 

heteromorpha ... 

• • • 

106 

ilicifolium 

2o6 

Hookeriana 


107 

lachenense 

203 

longifolia 

• * • 

106 

Lonchitis .. 

203 

longipes ... 


1*5 

obliquum 

204 

longipinnula 


1 12 

Prescottianum 

210 

ludens 

ill, 

120 

var. Bakerianum ... 

'210 

marginata 

... 

122 

„ castaneum 

210 

nemoralis. seeCampteria 


semicordatum 

201 

biaurita 



sikkimense 

259 

nitidula 

... 

IOI 

stimulans 

206 

otaria 

... 

III 

Thomsoni 

206 

patens 


114 

var. gracilis . 

207 

pellucens 


115 

Poesia 

I 15 

pellucida 

var. stenophylla 

... 

106 
10 7 

Prosaptia 


quadriaurita 


no 

contigua ... 

56 

var, argentea 


in 

Emersoni 

56 

„ aspericaulis 


hi 

J teris 


„ Blumeana 

... 

112 

aquilina... 

I 15 

„ ludens ... 

... 

in 

var. esculenta 

1 16 

„ Khasyana 


in 

aspericaulis 

III 

„ setigera 


in 

liaurita 

1 16 

„ subindivisa 


112 

Bcivini 

102 

semipinnata 

... 

109 

calomelanos 

104 

Stelleri 


IOO 

concolor 

IOO 

subindivisa 

... 

1 12 

crenata ... 

108 

tripartita 


122 

cretica 

106 

variants 


9i 

var. heteromorpha... 

106 

Sagenia 



dactylina .. 

107 

alata 

... 

214 
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coadunata 

... 

... 

222 

Sphceropteris 


gigantea ... 

... 


224 

barbata 

23 

var. minor 


... 

225 

Stegnogramme 


Griffithii 



222 

aspidiodes 

... 380 

heterocarpa 


... 

219 

Stenochlaena 


heterosora 



219 

palustre 

... 42T 

pteropu$ .. 

... 


220 

scandens ... 

... 423 

var. minor 



220 

sorbifolia 

... 423 

siifolia 


... 

218 

Stenoloma 


simulans ... 

... 


223 

chinensis 

... 7C 

Thwatesii 



220 

Struthiopteris 


variolosa ... 



218 

orientalis 

2C 

Schellolepis ... 

... 

... 

324 

Syngramme 


Schizaea 




alismasfolia 

... 389 

dichotoma 



452 

fraxinea 

... 386 

digitata ... 

• •• 


45 2 

.vestita 

... 386 

malaccana 



452 

Wallichii 

... 387 





Tern i op sis 


Schizoloma 




falcata 

... 410 

cordata ... 

... 

... 

79 

lineata 

... 407 

davallioides 

... 

... 

79 

scolopendri um . . . 

... 407 

ensifolia ... . 

... 


80 

Tasnitis 


Gri fit hiana 



80 

blechnoides 

... 410 

gueriniana 


... 

80 

Tcratophyllum 


heterophylla 



80 

aculeatum 

... 423 

lobata 

... 

... 

78 

Thamnopteris 


var. malabaricum 


79 

Grevillei 

... 139 

mtens 



79 

muscefolia 

... I39 

recurvata... 


... 

79 

Nidus 

••• 137 

Selliguea 




var. musiefolia 

... I39 

avenia 



394 

„ phyllitidis 

... I39 

caudiformis 


... 

39o 

Simonsiana 

... I4I 

eircurrens... 



392 

Trichomanes 


elliptica ... 



392 

anceps 

... 44 

Fdei 



389 

auriculatum 

... 44 

Hamiltoniana 



390 

bipunctatum 

... 41 

involuta 


... 

393 

var. insigne 

... 42 

lanceolata 


... 

393 

„ plicatum 

... 42 

Maingayi 


• •« 

3Q 2 

birmanicum 

— 43 
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eprt&ola 
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... 

... 

40 

radicans 

digitatum 

... 

... 

39 i 

var. anceps 

dissectum. see atiriculatum 

rigidum 

exiguum ... 



37 

umbrosium 

FiHcula 


... 

42 

viridans 

gla uco-fuscu m 


... 

41 

Vittaria 

Henzaianum 


... 

37 

amboinensis 

insigne 


... 

42 

divergens 

Ultra marginale 


... 

4 i 

elongata 

javanicum 


... 

44 

falcata 

Kurzii 


... 

« 40 

flexuosa 

limbatum 


... 

43 

lineata ... 

Motleyi 

... 

... 

36 

minor , var. minima 

muscoides 

... 

... 

3 * 

scolopendrina . . . 

var. sublimbatum 


38 

sikkimensis 

nanum ... 


... 

40 

sulcata 

neilgherrense 



37 

Zeylanica 

pallidum ... 
parvulum 
plicatum 
proliferum 
pusillum ... 


... 

41 

39 

42 

39 

41 

Wood si a 

elongata 

hyperborea 
lanosa 

pyxidiferum 


... 

42 

Woodwardia 

var. limbatum 

... 

43 

radicans 


PACK 

43 

44 
44 
43 
40 

407 

76 

404 

406 

407 

407 
406 

408 
406 
408 
408 


22 

20 
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 


At page 16, after No. io, insert 

Alsophila Kingi (Clarke MS, in Kew Herb.), a tree fern, io feet 
high, main rachis purplish shining glabrous, rachis of pinnae purplish 
glabrous and somewhat glaucous, pinnae 20-24 inches long, pinnules about 
3 inches long by half inch broad, coriaceous, of a blueish glaucous tint, 
the rachis very scaly beneath and hairy above, cut down nearly to the 
base into oblong crenated segments, the midrib much raised and very 
prominent (particularly in the fertile pinnules) and scaly ; veins once 
forked from a little above the base, or more rarely simple, receptacles 
much raised and very prominent. 

Malay Peninsula at Laroot, in Perak, at 5,000 feet elevation, lately 
discovered by Dr. King’s collectors. 


At page 20, line 15, for 900—1,200, read 9,000—12,000. 

At page 28, for plate 14, read plate 15. 

At page 29, for plate 1 5, read plate 14* 

At page 292, 9th line from bottom, for This variety , read The 
variety. 

At page 295, 1 ith line from bottom, for rugulosum Labill y read 
rugosulum Labi 11 . 

At page 439, 4th line from bottom, for as it read, as that. 




SUPPLEMENT 


TO THE 

TERNS OF BRITISH INDIA, CEYLON, 

AND THE MALAY PENINSULA. 

— ♦— — . 

SUB-ORDER GLEICHENIACEAS. 

i A. Gleichenia dicarpa. (Br.) Fronds dichotomous, divari- 
cated, branches pinnate, pinnae pinnatifid, narrow-linear, segments 
orbicular, cucullate and reflexed beneath, capsules about two con- 
cealed within the bead-like lobes, and mixed with ferruginous, 
paleaceous hairs, which often extend to the rachis. 

Var. /3 alpina, (Br.) Generally smaller and more compact, 
rachis and young shoots ferruginous with paleaceous wool. Hook. 
Sp. Ftl.p. 12. 

Perak. (Father Scortechini. King, No. 7,345.) 

(Also in the Malay Islands, Tasmania, and New Zealand.) 

3. Gleichenia Norrisii. Perak. (Scortechiiii. King, 
No. 1,694.) 

3A. Gleichenla flagellaris. (Spr.) Branches of the frond 
several times dichotomous, copiously foliaceous, paleaceous, or at 
length smooth ; pinnae erect-patent or divaricating, varying from 
linear-lanceolate to broad-lanceolate, 5-12 inches or more long, 
segments subcoriaceous, linear, obtuse or prominently emarginate 
at the apex, glaucous beneath, and often furnished with ferruginous 
down, capsules 2-4. Hook, Syn. Fit. p. 14. 

2 
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Penang and Perak, at sea level. (Scorlechini. Day.) 

(Also in the Malay Islands, Java, Fiji, Mauritius, Bourbon, 
Madagascar.) 

x 3B. Gleichenia hirta. (BL) m Fronds chartaceous when dry, 
opaque, green above, beneath glaucous (particularly on the rachis 
and costas), with the small gemmae densely paleaceous with 
ferruginous lanceolate scales paler at the margin and ciliated, at 
length bare on the costa, many times dichotomous ; branches 
ascendantirflabellate ; primary ones i inch long, nudate ; secondary 
ones i J inch long, subnudate ; tertiary ones, subelongate ; ulti- 
mate ones (or pinnae), 7-9 inches long, standing at an angle of 
30°, linear gradually attenuated, deeply pinnatifid ; lobes 8 inches 
long, 1^ inch broad, oblong-linear, obtuse, slightly curved, the 
margin revolute, the sides entire, the apex denticulate ; veins lax, 
slender ; sori between the costa and the margin, of 3-5 capsules.” 
Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 14. 

Penang. (Sir W. Norris .) 

SUB-ORDER II. — POLYPODIACE/E. 

TRIBE I. — CYATHE/E. 

2. Cyathea Brunonis, Perak, up to 500 feet alt. ( Scorteckini , 
Day.) 

4. Cyathea spinulosa. Hemitelia Beddomei ( Clarke ) is a 
synonym. 

2. Amphicosmia decipiens. This is now considered, by 
N. Indian botanists, as not distinct from Cyathea spinulosa. 

3. Amphicosmia Brunoniana. The involucre is completely 
spherical in the young state, so this is transferred to Cyathea, vide 
Clarke and Baker. Jour. Linn . Soc. xxiv. /. 409. Clarke’s 
Var. /3 Scottii is ornata. 

4. Amphicosmia alternans. The involucre is completely 
spherical, so this becomes Cyaithea alternans. ( Wall) Cyathea 
sarawakensis, Hook. Syn. Fil, p . 23, is the same plant, but a 
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later name than that of Wallich. Cyathea Lobbiana (Hook.) is 
also a synonym. 

3. Alsophila ornata. Alsophila Oldhami ( Bedd.) (A. Scottii 
Baker) is a synonym. The veinlets vary from simple to forked 
or pinnate. Alsophila sikkimensis, Clarke and Baker , Jour . 
Linn. Soc. voL xxiv. /. 409 (Alsophila latebrosa, var. (3 Scott. 
Hemitelia Brunoniana, var. /3 Scott. Clarke , F.N.l. 431. Hand- 
book ,/. 10) Rungbee, alt. 5,500 feet, is only a form with the 
segments of the fertile pinnules unusually large, deeply crenated, 
with many three-branched veinlets ; I do not know whether 
it is constant enough to be considered a variety. 

4A. Alsophila trichodesma, ( Scort .) Bedd . Jour, of Bot. 
vol. xxv./. 321. “Trunk middle sized, slender ; stipes scaly at 
the base ; fronds 4-6 feet long, bipinnate ; rachis scabrid above, 
clothed with adpressed spreading semi-viscous copious jointed 
hairs ; pinnae shortly petiolated, narrow lanceolate, 24-30 inches 
long by 6-8 inches broad ; partial rachis clothed with the same 
hairs as the main rachis, stramineous ; pinnules linear-lanceolate, 
3-4 inches by *£ inch, thinly herbaceous, clothed with the same 
hairs as the rachis on both sides and on the costules and veins, 
cut down nearly to the rachis into linear, obtuse, crenulate, rather 
distant segments ; veinlets 7-8 on each side, forked ; sori medial 
5-6 on each side of the costule.” 

Perak (Scortechim). Its nearest ally is Als. Andersoni \ of 
which it is. perhaps, only a variety. 

5. Alsophila Oldhami. Omit this species, it being a 
synonym of ornata. The cutting of the pinnules is variable. 

6a. Alsophila obscura. (Scort.) Bedd. Jour . of Bot. vol. 
xxv. /. 321, Caudex 6-7 feet high ; stipes 1-2 feet, densely 
clothed downwards, with long lanceolate, sharply-serrated scales ; 
fronds 4-5 feet by 2 feet, bipinnate, rachis scaly above, naked 
beneath ; pinnae, the middle ones about i-i£ feet by 3-6 incites 
diminishing in size toward both ends ; rachis hairy above, naked 
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beneath ; pinnules all free, lanceolate-oblong, base parallel with 
the rachis, apex obtuse, i £-3 inches by J inch, subcoriaceous, 
glabrous on both sides, except on the hairy costa and scaly builate 
costules beneath ; cut half-way down to the rachis into broad 
obtuse segments ; veins 4-5 in each segment, simple or more 
commonly forked ; sori medial on the lower veinlets, occupying the 
undivided portion of the pinnules mixed with transparent monili- 
fbrm hairs. 

Perak on Mt. Idjo, 4,000-5,000 feet alt. (Scortechini. Day.) 
Nearly allied to comosa, tyrns black in drying, the pinnules 
falling off. 

8. Alsophila commutata Perak, alt. 5,000 feet. (Day, 
Scortechini ‘.) 

11. Alsophila Kingi. (Handbook, additions and corrections.) 
Alsophila Bakeri Zeiller (Ext. du Bulletin de la Soc.Bot de 
France , tom. xxxii.) is a synonym. 

12. Alsophila dubia. (Bedd.) Stipes ?, main rachis, and 
rachis of pinnae purple-brown, slightly furfuraceous above, 
glabrous below ; fronds subcoriaceo-membranous ; primary 
pinnae 16-20 inches long, pinnate with the apex only pinnatifid ; 
pinnules about 4 inches long by § inches broad on petioles 
t-ij lines long, more or less truncate at the base, much acu- 
minate at the apex, pinnatifid only about one-sixth of the way 
to the costule, the very shallow lobes rather truncate ; costules 
scaly below or at length glabrous, furfuraceous above ; veins 
pinnate, veinlets simple; sori large, generally only in 1-2 rows, /.<?., 
on the 1- 2 lower veinlets only, but sometimes in 3-4 rows, ?>., on 
3-4 veinlets, and then near the base of the veinlets, and conse- 
quently parallel with the primary vein, and not shaped like an 
inverted V as in glabra. Jour. Bot. vol. xxv. p. 321. 

Perak, 4,000 feet alt. (Day.) Its nearest ally is podophylla 
(Hooker). 

(Also in Java.) 
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1. Diacalpe aspidioides. Kohima, 5,000-6,000 feet alt. 

2. Omit Diacalpe foeniculacea here; it is Lastrea fcenicu- 
lacea, the involucres being reniform or polystichoid. 

TRIBE Ia.-M ATONIES. 

Indusium umbrella-shaped, 6-lobed. 

Matonia pectinata. Perak. (Scortechini.) 

TRIBE II. — DICKSONIE/E. 

Struthiopteris oriextalis. 9,000-12,000 feet alt. 

Woodsia hyperborea. Rohtang Pass, between Kullu 
and Lahoul. {Dr. Cuttell.) Gurhwal, Kamaon, and West Nepal. 
{Dr. Duthtc.) 

(Also in Afghanistan.) 

2. Woodsia lanosa. Omit this species altogether ; it is 
Gymnogra mine Anderson i. 

GENUS IXa. — DICKSONIA. {D Hen her.) 

(After James Dickson, a cfyptogamic botanist.) 

Indusium coriaceous two-valved, the outer valve formed of 
a more or less attenuated lobule of the pinnule cucullate, some- 
times equalling in size, but generally larger than, the inner valve. 
Veins simple, forked, or pinnate ; veinlets free. 

Distinguished from Dennstaedtia by its two valved indusium, 
and from Cibotium by the more or less herbaceous texture of the 
outer valve of the indusium, it being a partially-changed portion 
of the frond. 

Dicksonia ampla. {Baker.) Rhizome creeping, \ inch 
thick, clothed with dark scales ; fronds 4 feet or more long, 
glabrous, deltoid, tripinnate, firm in texture ; rachis brown, un- 
armed, pubescent only down the channelled face ; pinnae oblong- 
lanceolate, the lower ones the largest, 2-3 feet long, 10 inches broad; 
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pinnules iaacedat&.acuminate, cut down to the costa or narrow 
wing, segments ^ inch broad ; veins pinnate, veinlets 6-8 pair 
erecto-palent, forked or simple ; sori placed on the edge of the 
tertiary segments, principally near the base ; indusium with the 
outer valve large, glabrous, semi -orbicular. Baker , Jour ♦ Lin. 
Soe. xrii./. 223. 

Perak, 3,000-2,500 feet alt. ( Scortechinu King, No. 2,159) 

(Also in North Borneo.) 

2. DiqKSONiA Kixqi. (n. sfi.) Stipes stout, erect, about 
18 inches long ; fronds 3-4 teet long, deltoid, lanceolate, quadri- 
pinnatifid ; pinnae 8-10 inches long, the lower ones deltoid 
lanceolate, lanceolate to linear -lanceolate upwards; secondary 
pinnae, the lower ones 2\ inches long, the others about 1 inch, 
cut down nearly or quite to the rachis into oblong ^adly- 
toothed lobes ; texture coricaceous, perfectly glabrou%| sori 
terminal on the thickened veins and exserted beyond the margin. 

Perak, dense jungle, 3,000-4,000 feet on Gunong Batu, and 
at Larut (Rings collectors , No. 8058, 2118), very similar in habit 
to Microlepia moluccana, but the indusium distinctly that of 
Dicksonia. 

Cibotium BAROMETZ. Perak, 1,500 feet alt. {Day, Scor- 

A Z. \ 

GENUS Xa. — LECANOPTERIS. (Blume.) 

(From lecanee , a bowl, and pter.s.) 

Differs from Dicksonia in having the indusium formed from 
a single valve, and in its curious rhizome, which forms a thick, 
spreading crust, clothed with small peltate scales. Venation of 
Pleopeltis, copiously anastomosing, and forming areoles, in which 
are included free veinlets. 

Lecanopteris carnosa. ( Blume . ) Rhizome very thick, 

fleshy ; stipes 1-6 inches long, glabrous ; fronds coriaceous, 
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glabrous, 1-2 feet or more long, if— 6 inches broad, linear-oblong, 
pinnatifid or nearly pinnate, from the wing being inconspicuous ; 
pinnules oblong, from a broad base (which runs into the more or 
less developed wing to the radtis), J-i inch broad ; margin entire 
when sterile, lobed when fertile, apex generally rounded (but 
acuminate in the upper lobes in some examples) ; lobes of fertile 
pinnules 3-6 on each side, dilated at the apex into a cupuliform 
cartilaginous cup, which forms the indusium, and is reflexed 
when dry ; veins immersed, except the costa ; areoies copious. 

Perak. (J. Day . King.) 

(Also in the Malay Islands and the Philippines.) 

1. Dennst.edtia scabra. Near Simla, 5,000-6,000 feet alt. 
(Dr. Watt.) 

2. Dennst.edtia appkxdiculata, var. Elwestl Dennst. 
Ehvesii , Baker ; Bedd. Handbook , p. 26. Ample specimens 
collected by Mr. Levinge prove this to be only a glabrous var. of 
appendicuiata. 

SUB-ORDER. — HYMENOPHYLLACE/E. 

This tribe is now removed from this sub-order (Polypodiaceae) 
by Mr. Baker, and made a sub-order of itself, standing between 
Gleicheniaceae and Polypodiaceae. 

4. Hymenophyllum polyanthos var. y Blumeanum. 
Perak, 4,000 feet alt. (Day ) Scortcckim.) 

5. Hymenophyllum australk (With.. Sp. Pl. v. 527) is an 
older name than javanicum. (Sprengi) 

Naga Hills, on Jakpho, 7,500 feet alt. 

Var. /3 badium. Perak, 4,000 feet. (Day. Scortechini.) 

5 a. Hymenophyllum dilatatum. (Sw.) “ Stipe 2-4 inches 
long, erect, wiry, slightly winged above ; fronds 6-12 inches long, 
4-6 inches broad, ovate-lanceolate tripinnatifid ; main rachis 
winged throughout, the wing quite flat ; lower pinnae rhomboidal- 
lanceolate, divided down nearly to the rachis, the lower pinnule 
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again pinnatifid ; sori 2-12 to a pinna terminator axillary on the 
segments on both sides, divided about half-way down ; valves 
rounded entire, clusters often exserted.” Hook . Syn. FiL p. 62. 
H. formosum Bracken. H. Junghuhnii and eximium, V. D . B. 

Perak. (Day. King.) The fern referred by me to rarurn 
R. Br. in my list of Mr. Day's Perak ferns is only a small form 
of this species. 

(Also in New Zealand, Java, Tahiti, Samoa, Aneiteum, Fiji, 
and other Polynesian Islands.) 

9 a. Hymenophyllum flaccidum. (Van den Bosch,) (H. 
ddnticulatum var. j 3 flaccidum , Bedd.'s Handbook , /. 35.) This 
is a good species. 

10. Hymenophyllum Neesii. Perak, 5,000 feet alt. 

12. Hymenophyllum aculeatum. V.D.B. “Stipe 1-2 in. long, 
naked or slightly winged ; frond broadly ovate* triangular, deeply 
tripinnatifid, 1-2 inches long, more than 1 inch broad below ; rachis 
margined throughout with a wing which is thickly beset with 
aristate teeth ; pinnae crisped, the lower ones flabellate-pinnatifid 
nearly down to the midrib ; the ultimate segments very narrow, 
2-3 lines long, and deeply cut up nearly to the midrib by 
numerous strong aristate teeth ; sori solitary supra-axillary 
spinose on the back, divided about half-way down with ovate 
spinoso-serrated valves.’ 1 Van den Bosch , Hymenophyllacece 
Javanicce pl.xxxi.; sabincefohum , Baker , Syn. FiL p. 71. 

The leafy portion is hardly more than bristly teeth, imparting 
to it a resemblance to Lycopodium cernuum. 

Perak, 4,000 feet alt. Penang, 3,000 feet alt. ( Day , King.) 

(Also in Java.) 

ia. Trichomanes Wallii. ( Thwaites .) Rhizome filiform, wide- 
creeping ; fronds ovate-orbicular, ciliated entire, inch long ; 
veins distinct, simple, spurious venules none ; sorus solitary at 
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the end of the distinct midrib ; indusium funnel-shaped immersed, 
with a broad entire 'collar-like border. 

Southern forests of Ceylon. 

2. Trichomanes exiguum. T. setigerum Jemn. ( Jour . of 
Bot. 1881,/. 52) is a synonym. 

(Also in Cuba and Jamaica.) 

3. Trichomanes neilgherrense. Perak. ( Scortechini \ King) 

5. Trichomanes muscoides. Perak. (King.) 

6. Trichomanes parvulum. Perak. (Scortechini.) Ceylon. 
(Trimen.) 

13. Trichomanes bipunctatum. Perak, 4,000 feet alt. (Day) 
Var. S late alatum. V. D. B. Similar to the type, but fronds 
sessile. Rungbee, Sikkim. Clarke , Jour. Linn. Soc. vol. xxiv. 
p. 410. 

15. Trichomanes birmanicum. Omit this species, as it is 
only a finely-cut form of radicans. 

16. Trichomanes radicans. Tenasserimon the MooleyitMt. 
Perak. (King.) 

17. Trichomanes auriculatum. Perak. 3,000 feet. ( Day 9 
Scortechini.) 

18. Trichomanes javanicum. (Bl) Perak. (King.) 

20. Trichomanes hispidulum. (Mett.) “ Rhizome woody, 
suberect ; scales minute, subulate bright-brown ; stipe | foot 
long, winged, and slightly crinite upwards ; fronds |-i foot, 
deltoid 4-pinnatifid ; main rachis narrowly winged throughout ; 
pinnae close deltoid, lowest much the largest, 1^-3 inches broad, 
produced on the lower side; pinnules close, lower deltoid, cuneate- 
truncate on the lower side at base ; ultimate lobes distinct, $ line 
broad, line long ; texture rather thick ; colour, dark olive 
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green \ surfaces naked ; sori copious, placed on the upper side of 
ultimate lobes ; involucre minute, free, funnel-shaped, with a 
ciliated entire mouth and long receptacle.” Hook. Syn . Ftl. p. 
466. Kuhn , Linn. xxxv. p. 389. 

Perak. ( Scorteckini. King.) 

* (Abo near Labuan, in Borneo.) 

21. Trichomanes j&emmatum. (J. Sm.) “Rhizome strong, 
wiry, tomentose, beset with numerous long black wiry fibres ; 
stipes 1-3 inches long, naked, wiry, winged above; fronds 2-6 inches 
long, 1-2 inches broad, erect, subrigid, ovate-oblong, bipinnatifid ; 
main rachis narrowly winged*; pinn?e erecto-patent, cut down to 
a narrowly-winged rachis, lower pinnules deeply forked with 
subrigid, linear-filiform segments 1^-2 lines long; cellules large; 
sori 1-8 to a pinna, minute axillary ; the tube turbinate stalked ; 
the mouth nearly truncate.” Hook. Syn. Ftl. 87. T. cellulosum, 
Sturm. Hook. Second Cent . Ferns, t. 63. T. filiforme, Sturm. T. 
longisetum, Brack. T. Asx-Grayi, V. D. B. T. foeniculaceum, 
Hook. Sp. l.p. 135 (in part). 

Perak. (Scortcc/iini.) 

(Also in Java, Philippines, Polynesian Islands, Venezuela, 
North of Brazil.) 

22. Trichomanes maximum. (Bl.) “ Rhizome stout, creeping; 
stipe strong; erect, 3-6 inches long ; fronds, 12-18 inches long, 
6-9 inches broad, ovate, quadripinnatifid ; pinnae erecto-patent, 
ovate-lanceolate, the largest 4-6 inches long, 3 inches broad ; 
pinnules lanceolate-deltoid, 1 inch or more long, cut down to the 
rachis into segments, which are again deeply pinnatifid, ultimate 
segment 1 J-2 lines long, slightly flattened ; texture subrigid, 
surface naked, dark-green ; a central costa only in each segment ; 
sori 2-3 to a pinnule ; involucre cylindrical, the mouth dilated 
but not 2-lipped.” Hook. Syn . Fit. p. 86. T. anceps, var. ft. 
Hook . !$>. Fit. i.p. 135 t. 40 c. 3. T. intermedium, V. D. B. 

Perak. ( Scorteckinu King.) 

(Also in Java, Borneo, send Polynesian Islands.) 
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23. Trichomanes pluma. (Hook.) 11 Rhizome short, creep- 
ing, clothed with dense minute fibrillose bright-brown scales ; 
stipe 2-4 inches long, terete, wiry ; fronds lanceolate, 4-^6 inches 
long, inches broad decompound; rachis stiff, terete through- 
out ; pinnae crowded, 20-30-jugate spreading, under ^ inch broad ; 
lower pinnules sparsely pinnatifid, cut into distant bristle-like 
dichotomously forked lobes, inch long, which spread in all 
directions ; sori few placed near base of upper pinnae ; involucre 
under £ line long, stalked, with a funnel-shaped tube, truncate 
mouth, and very long receptacle.” Hook . Syn. Fil. 466. Ic . 
tab. 997. 

Perak. ( Scortychini . ) 

(Also in the Malay Islands.) 

24. Trichomanes apiifolium. (Presl.) Stipes tufted, 4-6 
inches long, strong, erect, more or less fibrillose, and the tuft: 
densely so at the crown ; fronds 9-18 inches long, 4-8 inches 
broad, ovate, quadripinnatifid, the main rachis only slightly 
winged towards the apex ; lower pinnae 4-6 inches long, 1-1A 
inch broad, lanceolate acuminate ; pinnules with numerous 
segments, which are again cut down into slightly flattened 
ultimate divisions about 1 line long ; texture subrigid, surface 
naked, a single costa only in each segment ; sori 2-12 to a 
pinnule, small, the involucre short turbinate. Syn. Fil. p. 86. 

Mount Ophir, Malacca. (Dr. King's collectors.) 

(Also in Java, Philippines, Polynesian Islands, and Norfolk 
Island.) 

25. Trichomanes parviflorum. (Foir.) Stipes nearly 
tufted, erect, wiry, 2-4 inches long, naked or tomentose ; fronds 
4-8 inches long, 1^-3 inch broad, erect, rigid, ovate-lanceolate ; 
main rachis naked or slightly winged above ; lower pinnae spread- 
ing or erecto-patent, i-i| inch long, cut down quite or nearly 
to the rachis ; pinnules regularly pinnatifid, with simple or forked 
linear filiform segments i-ij hues long ; texture subcoriaceous ; 
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sori 2-12 to a pinna, minute axillary ; the mouth rather spread- 
ing, but not two-lipped. Hook . Syn. Fil. 88 . T. foeniculaceum. 
(Bory.) 

Perak, (Day.) Singapore. (Moore's Herb.) 
v (Also in Borneo, Mauritius, Bourbon, and Queensland.) 


TRIBE IV — DAVALLIE/E. 

3A. !Humata sessilifolia. (Bl) “Rhizome very long, 
wide, creeping, densely clothed with rigid filiform scales ; fronds 
subsessile, 2-4 inches long, i-ij inch broad, ovate-lanceolate, cut 
down nearly to the rachis into parallel linear-oblong entire or 
sinuate lobes, the lower side of the lower one sometimes deeply 
pinnatifid ; texture subcoriaceous ; sori in two rows in the lobes, 
occupying the greater part of the space between the costa and 
margin.” Hook. Syn . Fil. p 89 

Singapore. (Sinclair.) Also in Moorc\ Herbarium . 

(Also in Java, Celebes, and Fiji.) 


4A. Humata finnatifida. (Baker.) Rhizome slender, 
firm, wide-creeping, clothed with close-pressed ovate peltate 
scales, glaucous beneath the scales ; stipes distant, firm, erect, 
stramineous, up to 4 inches long ; fronds elongate-deltoid, broadest 
at the base, gradually] narrowed towards the apex, 3-5I inches 
long by 2\ inches broad at base, pinnatifid nearly to the rachis 
into numerous deltoid-lanceolate, entire or slightly lobed segments, 
the lowest pair much the broadest, deltoid, lobed on the lower 
margin ; texture rigidly coriaceous ; veins simple or forked ; sori 
terminal on the veins ; indusium rigid, persistent, much broader 
than long. Bakery Jour. Linn. Soc. xxiv. 257. 

Larut, Perak, on trees in dense jungles, 3.300-4,500 feet alt. 
(Dr. King's collector , No. 6393.) 

(Also in Borneo, on the Niah Hills.) 
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2. Leucostegia membranulosa. Near Darjeeling, 6,000 feet 
alt. ( Levin gc .) 

3. Leucostegia multidentata. Koliima, 6,000 feet alt. 
(Watt.) 

4. Leucostegia assamica. Kohima, 4,500 feet alt. ; N f 
Munipore, 5,500 feet alt. (Clarke) 

The Kohima specimens are more finely cut, and the segments 
closer than in the type. 

5. Leucostegia immersa. Chamba (McDoncll) ; Simla 
(Cuttcll) ; N. Munipore, 6,000 feet (Watt). 

6. Leucostegia Hookeri. Yunati. (Delavay) 

7. Leucostegia pulchra. Chumba ; Kullu ; Simla ; 
Kashmir, up to 10,000 feet alt. Perak. 

Var. /3 Delavayi. Ultimate segments very finely cut, 
being narrower than the sori, and of more rigid texture. Clarke , 
Jour. Linn . Soc. xxiv. 410. 

Khasia, at Maophlang, 5,600 feet alt., and at the Vale of 
Rocks, 5,000 feet alt. (Clarke.) 

(Also in Yunan.) 

9. Leucostegia hymenophylloides. Perak, 3,000 feet alt. 
(Day, Scortcc/iini.) 

11. Leucostegia nodosa. Perak. (Scortcc/iini.) 

1 2. Leucostegia yaklaensis. (n. sf.) Stipe 1 foot or more 
long, furnished with large lanceolate acuminate membraneous 
scales, more copious towards the base ; fronds deltoid lanceolate 
1J-2 feet long quadripinnate ; pinnae erecto-patent, lanceolate, 
attenuated towards the apex and base, 6-12 inches long, 3^—8 
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inches broad at the centre, somewhat coriaceous in texture ; 
secondary pinnae oblong lanceolate ; tertiary about \ inch long, 
deltoid or deltoid oblong, with 4-10 distinctly petioled small 
pinnules, the lowest superior one again pinnatifid, the others 
inciso-dentate ; partial rachises glabrous or sparingly scaly ; a 
gland present on the main rachis at the insertion of the pinnae ; 
veins swollen, pinnate or forked in the ultimate lobes ; sori 
apical ; indusium as in the genus. 

Yakla, Sikkim (No. 9,829, Clarke , under the name of 
Athyrium Atkinsoni var. Andersoni, but not the fern described 
as such). Yaksam ( Anderson ), 4,500 feet alt. (No. 1,512). 

1. Prosaptia Emersoni. Perak. (Day, Scortcchini.) 

2. Prosaptia contigua. Singapore. Perak (Day, Scortcchini \ 
King, No. 2,107.) 

1. Davallia triphylla. Perak. (Dr. King's collectors, No. 
974 and 8,149.) 

2. Davallia solida. Perak, sea level. (Day.) 

5. Davallia divaricata. Munipore. (Watt.) Katakhal 
Forest, Cachar (Mann). Of very large size and dull coloured, instead 
of shining, stipes 18 inches long ; fronds 3J feet long and nearly 
3 feet broad ; lower pinnae 16 inches long. 

7. Davallia Lorrainei. Perak. (King, No. 6,381.) 

8. Davallia bullata. 

Var. /3 cyphochlamys. Clarke, Jour. Linn. Soc.xx iv. p. 41 1 ; 
involucre broadly campanulate, the mouth wider and more open ; 
scales of the rhizome not ciliate. 

Khasia. near Shillong, 4,000 feet alt. ( Clarke . Mann.) 
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2. Microlepia pinnata. 

Var. luzonica, (Hook.) Pinnae lobed ; lobes up to 
inch long, erecto-patent. 

Larut, Perak, 2,000-3,000 feet alt. (King, No. 2,144.) 

Dr. King’s specimens differ from those of Java and the 
Philippines and from Sir W. Hooker’s fig. in Sp* FiL , in having 
only the central portion of the pinnae expanded into lobes i-i£ 
inch long on each side, there being a long caudate apex, and a 
long entire basal portion. 

6. Microlepia Kurzii. Perak. (Dr. King s collectors^ No . 
2 , 397 -) 

ioa. Microlepia moluccana. (El.) Stipe strong, erect, 
about 1 foot high ; fronds 2-4 feet long, 9-18 inches broad, 
deltoid, quadripinnatifid ; lower pinnae lanceolate, 9-12 inches long, 
4-6 inches broad, the segments of the pinnules cut down to the 
rachis into broadly-toothed oblong lobes in the lower part ; 
texture subcoriaceous ; both surfaces naked ; sori 1-6 in a lobe 
placed in the teeth, small, submarginal. Hook. Syn. Fil. p . 99. 
D. inaequalis y minor. Hook. Sp. Fil. i. p. 180, tab. 58. D. 
campyleura, Kze . 

Khasia. (Griffith) Perak, 3,000-4,000 feet alt. {Scortcchini.) 

(Also in the Malay, Philippine, and Polynesian Islands.) 

1. Stexoloma chinensis. Simla. (Trotter.) 

1. Cystopteris frag-ilis. Cashmir, 5,000 feet alt. (Trotter.) 

ia. Cystopteris Montana. (Link.) tl Rhizome wide- 
creeping ; stipe slender, erect, 6-9 inches long ; frond about 6 
inches each way, deltoid, quadripinnatifid ; lowest pinnules deltoid 
lanceolate, 1-1 J inches long, f-f inch broad ; segments cut down 
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to the rachis below, the lobes oblong, 2 lines long, 1 line broad, 
deeply and sharply toothed ; texture thinly herbaceous ; sori 
small, 18-24 to the lower segments.” Hook . Syn . Fil. p. 104. 

Cashmir. 

' (Also mountains of Scandinavia, Scotland, and Central 
Europe ; Kamschatka and N. America.) 

*b. Cystopteris sudetica. {A. Br. and Milde.) Rhizome 
wide-creeping glabrous ; stipe slender elongate, 4-6 inches long ; 
frond 4-5 inches long by 4 inches broad at base, triangular, 
tripinnate ; pinnae lanceolate acuminate, herbaceous in texture, 
the final segments obtuse inciso-denticulate ; sori large, 3-8 to 
the larger segments ; indusium glabrous. Hook. Syn. Fil. 103. 
C. moupinensis Franchet PI. David, ii. 149. Davallia triangularis. 
{Baker). Ann. Bot. v. 1891. 

Chambi {Dr. King, No. 83), Moupine, Thibet, Yunan. In 
outline like montana, but texture cutting and shape of the 
segments like fragilis. 

(Also in China, Silesia, and the Carpathians.) 

2. Cystopteris setosa. Khasia Hills. {Mann) 


TRIBE V. — LINDSAYE^E. 

3 a. Lindsaya borneensis. (Hook.) u Rhizome short, creeping, 
paleaceous ; stipe strong, erect, polished, 9-15 inches long ; fronds 
12-18 inches long, 9-12 inches broad, with a long unbranched 
apex and 6-9 erecto-patent branches on each side, which are 6-9 
inches long ; pinnules 3-4 lines long, 1 \-2 lines deep, closely 
placed or even imbricated, quite entire, the outer edge blunt ; 
texture pellucido-herbaceous ; veins prominent ; sori in a continuous 
marginal line.” Hook. Syn. Fil. p. 107. 

Perak. (Seortechim.) 

(Also in Borneo.) 
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4. Lindsaya orbiculata. Mr. Wall has sent from Ceylon 
specimens quite connecting schizophylla with the type. ( Vide 
specimens in Kew Herb.) 

6. Lindsaya rigida. Perak. (Scortechini.) 

8. Lindsaya divergens. Perak. (Scortechini.) Penang 
2,000-3,000 feet alt. (Day.) 

10. Lindsaya heterophylla. This can only be considered a 
free-veined variety of Schizoloma heterophylla; the venation 
is very untrustworthy in Lindsaya and Schizoloma. 

1. Schizoloma lobata. Perak. ( Scortechini '. King.) Some 
of King’s specimens have free veins. 

2. Schizoloma davallioides. Perak. (Scortechini. King.) 

3. Schizoloma cordata. Gathered lately in Borneo by 
Hose. 

5. Schizoloma knsifolia. Perak. (King's collectors , No. 

M79-) 


TRIBE VI. — PTERIDE2E. 

2. Adiantum lunulatum. Perak. Sea level. (Day.) Some 
specimens from the Bombay Presidency and other parts of India 
have the pinnules quite entire. 

Var. /I Mettenii ; caudatum var. 7 soboliferum is, I believe, 
a synonym here; at least I cannot distinguish Wallich’s speci- 
mens in the Linnaean and Kew Herbaria. Mettenii has been 
found in the Philippines. 

3A. Adiantum Edgeworthii. (Hook.) Stipe elongate, slender, 
as well as the rachis ebeneous glabrous ; fronds linear-oblong, 

3 
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elongated, attenuated often rooting at apex, and there bare of 
pinnae ; pinnae nearly sessile, alternate dimidiato-oblong, rather 
acute, the upper base truncated and parallel witfr the rachis ; 
upper margin obscurely lobed ; lobes truncated, eaqh bearing an 
oblong elongated sorus. Hook . Sp. FiL ii. 14. Adiantum cau- 
datum, var. /3 Edgeworthii. Bedd. Handbook, /. 84. 

4. Adiantum Capillus-Veneris var. Fergusoni. Moore , 
Gard . Chron . 1884, ii. 360. A very fine large form of this 
species, now in cultivation in ^ England, originated as a sport, it is 
supposed, in a garden at Columbo (Ceylon). 

4A. Adiantum Capillus-Veneris var. Wattii. Rhizome 
creeping, sparingly scaly ; stipes up to 7-8 inches long, naked, 
slender, castaneous or black, shining ; fronds deltoid or sub- 
deltoid, 3-pinnate, glabrous, moderately firm, up to 1 foot 
long, 4-7 inches broad at base, with a long unbranched apex ; 
pinnae erecto-patent, gradually smaller and simpler upwards ; 
secondary pinnae erect, with 3-6 stalked pinnules, which are entire 
or variously lobed, obscurely crenulate when sterile ; sori 1-4 to 
a pinnule ; indusium firm from orbicular or reniform to oblong, 
the shape depending on the cutting of the segment. Adiantum 
Wattii. Baker . Jour. Bot. xviii. 381 tab. 14 (from small poor 
specimens). Adiantum Levingei. Baker , Jour. Bot. v. 1891. 

N. India, Chingtang, 3,000 feet alt. Sikkim (Levinge). Chamba 
State. (Watt.) Pangi, Chenab Valley, 8,000 feet alt. (McDonell.) 
Copious specimens from these localities prove that Mr. Baker’s 
supposed species belong to the same plant. I cannot regard it 
as more than a slight variety of Capillus-Veneris, very similar to 
some of the Crimean forms ; in fact some of my specimens of var. 
Lowei from the Crimea might be ranged with it. 

5. Adiantum ^ethiopicum. Afghanistan. 

6 a. Adiantum Davidi. ( Franchet .) Caudex creeping ; stipe 
black, shining, stiff, 6-10 inches long ; frond broad, triangular, 
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acuminate, 3- 6 inches long, 2^-5 inches broad at the base, texture 
coriaceous, tripinnate, more or less glaucous beneath, the tertiary 
pinnules or segments inversely triangular, subflabellate, the broad 
apex very sharply toothed, the teeth long ; sori 1-2 to each 
segment. Franchet PL David ii. 150. 

Moupine, Thibet ( Plre David ) differs from venustum in 
its triangular form, its coriaceous texture, and in the shape of its 
ultimate pinnules. 

7. Adiantum pedatum. Kangra ( Cuttell ), Chambra 

(. McDoneJl ), Hatu, 10,000 feet alt. ( Stanford ). 

GENUS XXIVa. — HYPOLEPIS. 

{Hypo, under ; lepis , a scale.) 

Sori marginal at the apex of the veins, small, distinct, 
occupying the axils of the lobes. Indusium small, suborbicular, 
membranous, formed out of the reflexed margins. Veins simple 
or forked, free. 

Rhizome wide-creeping. Fronds large, compound. 

Hypolepis punctata (;/. sp.) JRhizome large, wide-creep- 
ing ; fronds 4-6 feet long, quadripinnatifid, bright green in colour, 
rachises strigose ; pinnae herbaceous, about 2 feet long and 
more than a foot broad at base, on petioles about 2 inches long ; 
secondary pinnae lanceolate, 6-8 inches long ; tertiary pinnae 
about 1} inches long, -g inch broad, cut down nearly to the 
rachis (leaving a wing) into 10-12 oblong obtuse segments on 
each side which are bluntly lobed, surfaces glabrous, the tertiary 
rachis and midrib with a few longish white hairs on both sides ; 
sori in the axils of the 1-2 lower lobes on each side of the 
segments. 

Larut, Perak, 4,400 feet-6,000 feet alt. {Dr. King's collector , 
No. 5,015.) 

This is exactly like Phegopteris punctata in cutting. &c. but 
having a most distinct membranaceous indusium, I cannot refer it 
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to that genus, the Phegopteris, however, will, I expect, eventually 
be referred here (see the remarks in Syn. Ftl, under Hypolepis 
Purdieana and Phegopteris punctata,//. 130 and 312). I have 
never detected a regular indusium in the Phegopteris, but the 
unchanged margin of the frond is often reflexed over the sorus. 

1. Chkilanthes Duthiei. (Baker, Ann. Bot . voL v.) 
Caudex erect; stipes densely tufted, castaneous, glabrous, i-i£ 
inch long, with a few scales towards the base; fronds oblong- 
deltoid, membranous, glabrous, pinnate, pinnatifid upwards, 
2 inches long, green on both surfaces ; pinnae oblong-deltoid, 
sessile, the lowest the largest, produced on the lower side ; 
pinnules oblong, inch broad ; sori placed all round the edge 
of the pinnules, usually orbicular, rarely confluent ; indusium 
grey, glabrous, orbicular-reniform, persistent. Cutting of mb- 
villosa , but different in its indusium. It belongs to Fee’s section 
Adiantopsis, which has the involucres distinct and roundish, 
confined to the apex of a single veinlet, instead of being more or 
less confluent. 

Rock crevices near the Kinari Pass, 12,000-13,000 feet alt. 
( Garhwal). 

4A. Chkilanthes tricophvlla. (Baker.) Caudex erect ; 
stipes tufted, pubescent, brown, 4-5 inches long ; fronds oblong- 
lanceolate, tripinnatifid, coriaceous ; a foot long, 3-4 inches 
broad ; main rachis flexuose, pubescent, glaucous, sparingly hairy 
above, less so or glabrous beneath ; pinnee patent, oblong- lanceo- 
late; secondary pin me shortly petioled, triangular from a broad 
base, cut down nearly to the rachis into linear falcate segments, 
the lower ones about ^ inch long; veins invisible; indusium 
broad, whitish, continuous, persistent. (Baker, Ann . Bot. v. 
1891.) 

Yunan ; on the mountain Yanin Gian, above Lan Kong. 
( Ddavay .) 

7. Cheilanthes tenuieolia. Ceylon. (Trimen.) 
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8. Cheilanthes farinosa. Mr. Blandford has proposed the 
name of anceps for the lanceolate variety of farinosa, so common 
on all the mountain ranges in India ; it, however, was figured 
by Hooker in his Sp . Fil. as bullosa ( Kzei), vol. ii. pL 96 ; and 
afterwards by me under the same name, pL 192, Ferns Southern 
India . I afterwards found, by long observation, that it ran 
so imperceptibly into the more deltoid forms which grow at lower 
elevations that I did not even propose it as a distinct variety in 
my handbook ; the stipes and rachises vary from being very scaly 
to quite glabrous. {Vide Kunze Linncca. xxiv. p. 272). If a 
separate name is given to this form it should be var bullosa, 
(Kzc.) 

CHEILANTHES FARINOSA VAR. GRISKA. ( Blailf ) u Stipes 
slender, 2-6 inches long, light brown, naked or bearing a few 
thin, brown and translucent-lanceolate scales near the base; fronds 
dimorphous, one form narrow-lanceolate, 4-5 inches long, 1^-2 
broad, thin papyraceous, lower 3-4 pairs of pinnae subequal 
distant, under surface thickly coated, upper surface sprinkled, with 
white powder, segments narrow-oblong ; the other form ovate- 
lanceolate, pinnae close triangular ; lower two pairs equal, both 
forms fertile, involucres as in typical farinosa.” Blandford, Jour. 
Asiat. Soc . of Bengal, vol. Iviii. part 2,/. 302. 

Nagkanda, 8,300-8,500 feet alt. ; Darjeeling, 8,000 feet alt. ; 
Khasia, Nunklow, 2,500 feet alt. Clarke , No. 45,686. Cheilanthes 
farinosa var. tenera. Clarke and Baker, Ferns of N. India, Jour . 
Linn. Soc. vol. xxiv./. 41 1. 

A delicate, slender plant. I have never seen any form like it 
in Southern India. I attach no importance to the dimorphism of 
the fronds, as typical farinosa and some other of the varieties, 
show this tendency more or less. 

Cheilanthes farinosa var, subdimorpha. Clarke and 
Baker, Ferns of N. India, Jour. Linn . Soc. vol. xxiv. p. 41 x, 
Shillong, 5,000 feet. {Clarke, No. 40,629.) Yunan {Delavay). 
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The character of this variety is a very short, triangular frond 
on a very long stipe ; it is, however, only an extreme form of deltoid 
farinosa; some of my fronds are 14-15 inches long including 
the stipe, the frondiferous apex being only 3 inches ; the 
shorter stiped fronds are, however, all fertile in my examples, and 
of the same triangular form ; it approaches C. argentea, but the 
frond is much more cut. 

Cheilanthes farinosa var. albo-marginata. (= Cheilanthes 
albo-marginata, No. 10 of Handbook,) Typical specimens of this 
fern differ from Dalhousise' in the scales having translucent 
margins, in the presence of farina, and in the involucre being 
much lacerate ; it is so closely allied to Dalhousiae that I now place 
it also as a variety of farinosa ; the character of the scales is not 
constant. 

9A. Cheilanthes Dklavavi. (Baker.) Caudex erect ; stipes 
tufted, hairy, castancous, 5-6 indies long ; frond deltoid or 
oblong-deltoid, tripinnatiiid, 6 inches long, 2-3 inches broad 
herbaceous, green on both surfaces, a little pubescent ; lower 
pinnee the largest deltoiu-petioled ; secondary pinnae deltoid, 
inches broad, cut down nearly to the rachis into contiguous 
oblong segments ; veins clearly visible, pinnate in the segments, 
the veinlets forked ; indusium continuous, pale coloured crenate 
persistent. Baker , Ann, But. v. 1891. 

Yunan, Shwang Sheteon, above Tapintze, near Tali. 
(Delavay.) Very near some of the less cut forms of subvillosa, 
and probably only a deltoid form of that species. 

t 2. Cheilanthes argentea. The Birmese locality is the 
Zwakabin Mountain, where it was collected by Mr. Parish at 
1800 feet alt. 

Pellsea tamburii ( Hook Handbook ) p. 101, is a synonym 
here. 


2. Onvchium japonicum. The root stock is generally creeping. 
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Var. multisectum. Very distinct as the extreme forms of 
this appear, Dr. Watt has supplied me with a very complete 
series, graduating from the most simple form of japonicum to the 
finest cut multisectum ; the latter is very common about Simla, 
6,000-9,000 feet alt. 

1. Cryptogramme crispa. Gathered by Prain in the crater 
on Barren Island, Andamans. 

(Also in Afghanistan.) 

3. Pell^ea tamburii. Omit this species ; it is a synonym 
of CheiJanthes argentea. 

1. Pteris longifolia. Perak. ( Day , Scortechini ’.) 

2. Pteris cretica. Perak. 

6. Pteris ensiformis. 

V ar. Gremlleana. This is probably only a variety of 
Grevilleana No. 1 1 , as suspected by Mettenius. Specimens at Kew 
collected by Bishop Hose in Borneo have the fronds of both on 
the same root. I have not seen the digitate fronds on any of the 
N. Indian examples. 

IO. PTFRIS QUADRIAURITA. 

Var. setigera. The oldest name for this is Pteris hamulosa. 

( Wallich) ; it should be Pteris quadri-aurita var. hamulosa. 
(Wall.) 

Var. 1 subquinata. ( Wall.) A small form, 8-10 inches high ; 
stipes stramineous ; fronds short deltoid, lateral pinme often only 
1-2, rarely 3-4 pair, with a large terminal central pinna, segments 
long, nearly equally broad throughout, spreading at right angles 
from the midrib, lower basal segments of the lower pinnx only 
slightly enlarged and pinnatifid, or quite entire and uniform with 
the others* 

Nepal (Wallich), Kumaon 3,000 feet alt. at Bagasar ( Sir achy 
and Winter bo thani), Lachen Valley ( Lcvingc ). Mr. Levinge’s 
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specimens are more slender than Wallich’s type more papy- 
raceous in texture and furnished with a broad white band 
down the centre of each pinna ; it would be a very pretty plant 
for cultivation. 

Var. k asperula ( J. Sm.) Stipe up to 2 feet long, together 
with the rachis asperous, pinnae comb-like, with a long caudate 
apex, cut down nearly or quite to the rachis into numerous 
narrow pinnules 1 inch long, £ inch broad, numerous long stiff 
set^e on the rachis of the pinnae and midrib of pinnules. 

Garo Hills, Assam, on the Tura Peak, 3,000 feet alt. ( G.Mann .) 
A very elegant variety. 

Var. X depaupkrata. Pinnae 4-6 pair, the lower ones 
gradually diminishing in size, and the lowest simply pinnate, 
without any auricles, so that the frond is obovate in outline, apex 
of pinnae sometimes long caudate. 

Perak at no elevation ( Kunstlcr , No. 1,405) ; Munipore 
(Dr. Watt , No. 5,992); S. Andaman Islands (Pram). 

11. Pteris Grevilleana. Pteris quadriaurita var. digitata. 
Baker , Jour. Bot. 1879, /. 40. Lukhimpore, 300 feet alt. 

Gari on the Garo Hills, 1,200 feet alt. (Clarke.) Cachar. 
(Keenan). Perak. (King's collectors , No. 7,092.) 

Also in Tonquin ; Borneo. (Burbidge and Hose.) 

13. Pteris excelsa. Specimens collected in the Khasia 
Hills by Jerdon have the rachis, partial rachis, and midrib finely 
scaly underneath. Mann sends specimens from the North Cachar 
Hills, 2,500 feet alt., with the lower pinnae bipartite, and occasional 
campterioid venation ; excelsa can be easily distinguished from 
longipinnula by the stipes and rachis being bright chestnut- 
coloured ; in longipinnula they are bright green or stramineous. 

14. Pteris patens. Birma. Perak, 2,500 feet ait. (Day.) 


1 . Campteria biaurita. 
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Dr. King’s collectors have gathered in Perak a variety with 
the fronds glaucous underneath, No. 1,338. 

There is a white banded variety of this common in Ceylon, 
exactly similar to Pteris quadriaurita, var. argentea, except in 
venation ; the same is common in cultivation in England. 

Var. major. Segments very large, as in longipinnula ; 
veins excurrent at the margins ; lower pinnae bipartite. 

Sikkim. {Dr. Watt.) 

2. Campteria Kletnjana. 

(Also in Madagascar, Antananarina. Zambesi.) 

3. Campteria Wallichiana. N. Munipore. {Watt, Clarke.) 

1. Doryopteris ludens. Limestone rocks at Moulmein 
{Parish) ; Naga Hills, 750 feet alt. {Clarke ) ; Chattick, on the 
eastern range in Munipore, 5,000 feet ait. ( Watt), very abundant. 

2. Litobrochia jncisa. Perak, 3,000 feet {Day) ; N. 
Munipore, 3,500 feet alt. {Clarke). 

Var. iXTEGRi folia. Pinnae petiolate; pinnules subpetiolate, 
long, linear, acuminate, perfectly entire, obliquely cordate at the 
base, the basal pair not auricle-like, and an inch or more distant 
from the rachis; veins copiously anastomosing ; sori continuous 
almost to the apex of the finely-acuminated point. 

Maxwell’s Hill, Perak. {Day.) I do not know how far this 
variety is constant ; it looks very distinct from the ordinary form ; 
Mr. Day collected copious specimens. In the vast material at 
Kew from many countries there are no entire pinnuled specimens 
except from Perak, some specimens from Aneitium have the 
pinnules only slightly lobed. 

3. Litobrochia marginata should be altered to L. tripartita 
(£>«>.), that being the oldest name. Perak up to 3,000 alt, {Day ) 

cor tec him.) 
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2. Lomaria procera. ( Spr .) Caudex stout, woody, elongated, 
clothed with large ovate or lanceolate ferruginous scales ; stipes 
6-12 inches long, stout, erect, scaly; barren frond, ovate or 
deltoid-triangular, 1-4 feet long, 6-12 inches broad; pinnae 
linear, 3-12 inches long, inch broad, the lower ones 

often stalked, the base rounded, cordate, or auricled, gradually 
narrowed into a point at apex entire or slightly toothed, texture 
coriaceous ; veins fine, close and parallel, simple or forked ; mid- 
rib beneath more or less chaffy fertile pinnae, much contracted ; 
involucre broad, membranaceous ciliated. 

Perak, Gunong, Bata-Putcho, 3,000-4,000 feet alt. on rocks in 
rich soil. {Dr. King's collector , No. 8, 065.) In Kings speci- 
mens the fronds are quite triangular, the whole of the stipe and 
rachis is densely covered with large orange brown scales ; it is 
the variety called vestita by Blume. 

1. Plagiogyria adnata. Birina, Nat, Toung, 7,500 feet alt. 


GENUS XXXVIa.-SADLERIA. (Kau/f.) 

Sori in a continuous line close to the midrib on both sides, 
placed on an elevated receptacle ; involucre narrow subcoriaceous, 
at first wrapped over the sorus, afterwards spreading ; veins 
forming a series of costal arches ; caudex 3-4 feet high, arbor- 
escent. 

Sadleria cyatheoides. (Kaulf.) “ Stipes strong, erect, 
6-18 inches long, naked except at the base, where it is densely 
clothed with long linear scales ; fronds 4-6 feet long, 9-18 inches 
broad ; pinnae 8-12 inches long, J-f inch broad, cut down to the 
rachis into very numerous connected linear pinnules, inch 
broad, acute or bluntish ; texture coriaceous ; veins immersed and 
inconspicuous ; rachis stout, naked.” Hook. Syn . Fil. 187. 

Perak. {Day.) 

(Also in Sumatra and Sandwich Islands.) 
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TRIBE VIII. — ASPLENIEiSL 

t. Asplenium ensiforme. Mussoorie. (Hope.) 

2A. Asplenium Mactieri. (Bedd.) Caudex small, erect, 
scaly ; scales dark brown, with a paler margin, lanceolate from a 
broad base, finely acuminate ,* stipes 6- 9 inches long, pale yellow, 
whitish at the base ; fronds 6-9 inches long, ij inches broad, 
gradually narrowed below, gradually or finely acuminated at the 
apex, the margin crenate or serrate, texture subcoriaceous ; veins 
distinct, usually once forked from near the base, occasionally 
again forked towards the apex, not quite reaching the margin ; 
sori reaching from the midrib two-thirds towards the margin ; 
indusium broad and very prominent. Jour. Bot. 1888, 3. 

Penang. (Mactieri) 1 Allied to Griffithianum, but with a long 
slender stipe, rather more coriaceous and paler in colour. 

211. Asplenium Scortechinii. (Bedd) Stipes tufted, short, 
erect ; fronds linear-lanceolate, 2— 2\ feet long by about 1 inch 
broad, gradually attenuated below into the stipe and at the apex 
into a fine long point, the margin entire or sub-entire, texture 
coriaceous^ glabrous, or with a few scales on the lower surface ; 
veins rather distant, once forked from below the middle ; sori 
exactly at right angles to the midrib, reaching two-thirds of 
the way to the edge. Jour, of Bot. 1887, 322. 

Perak, 3,000-4,000 feet alt. Caulfield’s Hill. (Day, Scor - 
techini King , No* 2,149.) Near Griffithianum, but fronds much 
longer with a much finer point, and the indusium quite square 
to the rachis. 

2B, Asplenium squamulatum. (Bl.) Stipes tufted, 2-4 
inches long, strong, scaly below ; fronds lanceolate, 1 foot to 
nearly 3 feet long, 2-4J inches broad, broadest a little above the 
centre, very gradually narrowed below, and more suddenly 
upwards to an acuminate apex, and there sometimes proliferous ; 
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texture coriaceous ; veins simple or forked, one line apart, incon- 
spicuous, not quite reaching the margin ; sori extending from 
close to the midrib to inch of the margin ; rachis stout, 
pale, furfuraceous on the underside, glabrous above. Hook . Syn. 
FiL p . 192. 

"Perak, near Taepeng, at no elevation. (Ztoy, Scortechini. 
Kingy No. 1,927.) 

Habit of Thamnopteris, but without the transverse inter- 
marginal vein. 

(Also in Java, Borneo, and Philippines.) 

2C. Asplenium amboixense. ( Willd .) Rhizome creeping ; 
stipes i-6 inches long, more or less scaly ; fronds lanceolate, 18-24 
inches long by 1^-2 inches broad, very gradually narrowed below, 
rather suddenly narrowed towards the apex into an acuminate 
point, where it is often proliferous, the margin entire or obscurely 
crenated, texture subcoriaceous, slightly scaly below and on the 
rachis ; veins nearly at right angles with the rachis, simple or 
once forked £ inch apart ; sori extending from the midrib about 
two-thirds of the way to the margin. Aspl. fijeense Brack. Hook. 
Syn . FiL p. 192. 

Mergui and Tavoy. {Pariah.) Perak, 3 000-4, 000 feet alt. 
{Day and Scortechini ; Kingy No. 2,141.) 

(Also in Fiji, Samoa, and Aneitium.) 

3. Asplenium alternans. Khasia Hills, 3,000-4,000 feet. 
{Mann.) 

4. Asplenium viride. (Also in Afghanistan.) 

5. Asplenium Trichomanes. The altitude should be 4,000 
to 1 1 ,000 feet. 

6. Asplenium normale. Perak, 1,500 feet alt. (Day.) 

(Also in Japan, Siam, Sumatra, and Madagascar.) 

7. Asplenium subavfnium, Perak, ( Scortechini .) 
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8. Asplenium septentrionale. Lahoul, 13,000 feet, and up 
to the snow line. ( Trotter .) 

Also in Afghanistan, 7,000-11,000 feet alt. ; Baramulla Pass, 

6.000 feet alt. {Miss Farr ant.) 

9. Asplenium longissimum. Garo Hills. Munipore, 100- 

1.000 feet alt. 

10. Asplenium Wightianum — the variety vulcanicum. 

Perak. (Dr. King , No. 8,130, 8,424.) 

Vak. /> m ickoph v llum . Omit this, as it is Asp. tenerum. 

11. Asplenium tenerum. South India on the Anamallay 
Hills. (Asplenium Wightianum, var. /I Bedel. Handbook , p . 
146.) 

13A. Asplenium bornkense. (Hook.) Stipe 1-4 inches 
long, stout, arcuate fibrillose, fronds 1-3 feet long, 1-2J inches 
broad, with very numerous sessile or shortly-petioled pinme, the 
lower ones very gradually smaller, the central one \ to § inches 
deep, the point bluntly rounded, the upper edge inciso-lobate; 
auricled inwards and narrowed suddenly at the base, the rest 
and the outer part of the lower edge, which is very obliquely 
truncated at the base, distinctly toothed ; texture herbaceous ; 
rachis firm, nearly naked ; veins flabellate in the outer half of the 
pinme ; sori few, almost in parallel rows. Hook. Syn. Fit. 203. 
Perak. (Day. K/ng, No. 1,928 ; alt. 500 feet.) 

(Also in Borneo.) 

14. Asplenium hirtum. Madremacara Island, Mergui. 
Perak, 1000-3,000 feet alt. (Day.) 

19A. Asplenium dimidiatum. (Sw.) Stipes tufted, 3-i2inches 
long, blackish, slightly paleaceous ; firm erect ; fronds 6-15 
inches long ; pinme 6-9 pairs, 1J-3 inches long, ^1 inch broad. 
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ov*te-aoumimtte, the lower base obliquely truncate, the rest of 
the margin very sharply inciso-serrate, the upper base enlarged 
into a founded or obovate lobe ; texture coriaceous ; veins close, 
flabellate ; no distinct midrib ; sori narrow, long linear. Hook, 
Syn . FiL 209. 

. Coping, Perak. {Dr. King s collector , No. 432.) Perhaps 
only a variety of falcatum, but the pinnae are broader below and 
shorter. 

(Also in Tonquin, Tropical America, Cuba.) 

2T. ASPLENIUM paradoxu.m. (King, No . 411, 7.164.) 

23. Asplenium unilateral?:. 

Var. delicatulum. Taok, Mr. Parish informs me, is the 
locality for this variety. 

25. Asplenium laciniatum. 

Var. depauperatum. {Clarke.) Fronds small, 7-14 inches 
long ; pinnae small, J-i J inches long ; pinnatifid less than half way 
to the midrib ; margins obtusely or acutely toothed. Clarke , 
F. N. I. /. 482. 

I have received large specimens of this from Mr. Blandford, 
and agree with him that it must be recorded as a variety. It 
seems to connect some of the varieties of furcatum with this 
species, if it is not rather a variety of that fern. Wall. Cat. 234, 
depauperatum , is not this variety, but typical laciniatum. 

Var. crinigerum. Dr. Watt has collected fine specimens 
of this fern in Munipore. (No. 5,849.) It should perhaps be raised 
to specific rank between furcatum and laciniatum. Watts’s 
specimens are put with furcatum at Kew, a species which does 
not occur in N. India. 

27. Asplenium Ruta-muraria. Nepal, Kumaon, 10,000- 
12,090 feet alt. {Dnthie.) 

(Also in Afghanistan.) 
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2 7 a. Asplenium germanicum. ( Weiss) “Stipes densely 
tufted, 2-4 inches long, naked, slender, ebeneous ; fronds 2-3 
inches long, f-i inch broad, lanceolate, cut down to the rachis 
into a few distant narrow flabellato-cuneate pinnae on each side 
the lowest of which are again deeply cleft and also slightly 
inciso-serrate towards the point ; texture coriaceous ; veins 
obscure subparallel ; sori linear, when mature covering the whole 
breadth, but falling short of the point of the pinnae.” Hook . Syn . 
Fil, 212. 

Kashmir. 

(Also in Scotland and Norway to Hungary and Dalmatia.) 

28. Asplenium Saulii. (Hook.) Var. pekinense. ( Hancc .) 
(= Asp. pekinense, Handbook.) Further specimens have shown 
that this is only a less compound variety of Saulii. 

30. Asplenium furcatum. Mr. Trimen sends from Passara, 
1,500 feet alt., in Ceylon, a variety (probably abnormal) with the 
pinnae cut into filiform pinnules. 

Asplenium fontanum. Simla, 7,000-9,000 feet alt. 

(Also in Afghanistan.) 

Var. 7 yunanexse. (Fra ticket.) Stipes densely tufted, 
short ; fronds 4-6 inches long, linear, £-§ inch broad ; pinnules 
broad, lanceolate, cut down halfway or more to the rachis into 
several incised, small, oblong, or falcate lobes, the lowest superior 
one being generally larger and pinnatifid. Asplenium yunanense. 
Franclict in Bull. Bot Soc. France , xxxii. 

Yunan. (Dclavay.) Seems scarcely to differ from typical 
fontanum. 

34. Asplenium varians. Khasia Hills, 4,000 feet. (Mann.) 

(Also in Afghanistan, 11,000 feet alt.) 

34A. Asplenium moupinexse. (Franclict.) Rhizome short, 
scales black, linear, long-acuminate ; stipes tufted, castaneous, 
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slightly scaly, 1-2 inches long ; fronds 5-8 inches long, f-ii inch 
broad at middle, thick and firm in texture, narrow lanceolate, 
much attenuated at the base, subbipinnate ; pinnae sessile, or 
very shortly petioled, ovate, or trapeziform, pinnules obovate, 
deeply lobed, the lobes obtuse or 2-3 lobate ; veins pinnate, 
veinlets forked ; sori oblong, straight ; indusium membranaceous, 
pellucid. Franchct , PL David . ii. 

Moupine, Thibet. Said to be near varians, but larger, of 
firmer texture, and the segments closer. 

38. Asplexium Belaxgeri. Munipore. (Watt, No. 7,480.) 

1. Athyrium spinulosum. Chumba. (Dr. King, No. 85.) 
Lamting. (King, No. 8,800.) Rhizome wide-creeping. 

2. Athyrium Atkinsoni. Rhizome thick, short decumbent ; 
stipes aggregated. Easily distinguished by its herbaceous texture 
and very deltoid shape ; it is not a very large species, the whole 
frond not very much exceeding a single pinna of the largest 
specimens of fimbriatum. It has lately been collected by Mr. 
Trotter in the Jalori Pass, 10,000 feet alt. Kulu (labelled 
Phegopteris rugulosa). In the Kashang Forest, by Mr. Lace 
(No. 490), and by Mr. Duthie in the forest above Ramri, 
8,000-9,000 feet. (No. 5,139 labelled Cystopteris setosa.) 

(Mr. Clarke’s Atkinsoni, var. Andersoni, is in part Athyrium 
fimbriatum, and in part Leucostegia yaklaensis.) 

4. Athyrium drepanophyllum. (Baker.) ( falcatum Bedd.) 
Panchmarree Hills. (Duthie and Stanford.). Khasia Hills. 
(Mann.) 

5. Athyrium thelypteroides. Near Simla, 8,500-9,000 
feet alt. 

7. Athyrium nigripes. Fronds deltoid, no reduction of 
lower pinnae. 
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Var. tenuifrons. (Wall. Cat 206.) Very like the type, but 
fronds gradually attenuated towards the base, intermediate 
between the type, and Clarkei , not nearly so narrow or elongated 
as the latter, and not rooting at the apex ; the channelled secondary 
rachis, the channelled midrib of the pinnae, and sometimes the 
veins furnished with weak setae on the upper surface, as in the 
type and in Clarkei (which distinguishes this species easily from 
some of the varieties of filix-foemina). Referred in the Synopsis 
to filix-foemina, and by Mr. Clarke as a synonym of Clarkei. 
Considered a species by some pteridologists. 

Var. stramineum. (Moore , Index Fit p . 188.) Stipe and 
rachis pale yellow, pinnae distant, very narrow, scarcely 1 inch 
broad, not attenuated at base, texture rigid, pinnules distant. 

Khasia, 4,000-5,000 feet alt. (Hook, and Thomson .) Shillong, 
Khasia Hills, 5,000 feet alt. (G. Mann), Min Sardan, Sikkim, 

12.000 feet alt. (King.) 

8. Athyrium solenopteris. Kashmir, Khasia, Kohima, 

6.000 feet alt. ( Watt.) Kunze’s name is solenopteris (not selen- 
opteris). 

8a. Athyrium atratum. (//. sp.) Rhizome erect, furnished 
with numerous long, stiff, wiry roots, crown furnished with 
narrow, linear, glabrous, pale-coloured scales ; stipes aggregate 
glabrous, 1—3 inches long • fronds 6—12 inches long, 2—4 inches 
broad, lanceolate, attenuate at both ends bipinnate, turning quite 
black in drying ; pinnae oblong acuminate (the lower pinnules 
being the largest), about £ inch broad ; pinnules (the lower ones 
distinctly stalked) dimidiate, being always more or less cut away 
at the base and more developed on the upper side, cut down 
towards the midrib into several small lobes which have 2-4 sharp, 
unequal serratures at the otherwise rounded apex ; veins forked or 
pinnate in the lobes ; sori very small, about the centre of the 
veins ; indusium athyrioid, fugacious, 

Munipore. ( Watl t Ho. 6,159.) Easily recognised by its nearly 

4 
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jet-black colour when dry, not like any other species that I am 
acquainted with. 

8b. Athyrium McDonelli. (. Bedd ) Rhizome stout, 
creeping ; stipes much thickened at the base, about 1 2 inches 
long, furnished with a few deciduous large lanceolate scales, and 
furfuraceous, as is the rachis, Tvith-ta^rr^curled , hair-like scales ; 
fronds pinnate, about 14 inches long by 8^io“'lTllhcs broad at the 
base, ovate to deltoid-lanceolate ; pinnae lanceolate, about 18-20 
pairs, alternate or subopposite, 4-5 inches long by about inch 
broad, pinnatifid nearly to the midrib, leaving only a winged 
margin to the villous partial, rachis ; pinnules ligulate-oblong 
from a square base, about £ inch broad, cut down about J into 
small oblong lobes ; texture herbaceous ; surfaces naked or nearly 
so ; veins one to each lobe, forked or pinnate or rarely simple ; 
sori one to each lobe, not reaching the margin ; involucres 
athyrioid or asplenioid, generally very hippocrepiform, never 
diplazioid. Bedd . Jour . of Bot. March , 1889,/. 73. 

Chumba State, 5,000 feet alt. ( McDonelL ) A very dis- 
tinct species, with the habit of the Ceylonese Diplazium 
Schkuhrii and the Cuban Diplazium conchatum. 

8c. Athyrium Duthiei. {Bedd) Rhizome wide-creeping, 
black, nearly naked"- stipe 3-4 inches long, furnished with a few 
ovate or lanceolate deciduous scales, glabrous, pinkish ; fronds 
narrow, ovate-lanceolate, about 12 inches long, 3-4 inches broad ; 
pinnae lanceolate alternate, about 20 on each side ; lower ones 
gradually reduced ; the central ones 1 £-2 inches long, inch 
broad, pinnatifid nearly or quite to the rachis into sharply-toothed 
obovate or lanceolate lobes about two lines broad ; texture 
herbaceous ; rachises glabrous pinkish, furnished with a few 
deciduous large lanceolate scales ; both surfaces glabrous ; veinlets 
forked ; sori asplenioid or hippocrepiform, 6-8 to each pinnule 
or lobe, i.e., 3-4 on each side on the lower veinlets, midway 
between the edge and the midrib. Bedd. Jour . of Bot. } March 
1889,/. 72. 
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N. W. Himalayas ; Gangotee, near the source of the Ganges. 
Under Srikanta, 12,000-13,000 feet alt. At Ralam glacier, 
Kumaon, 12,000-13,000 feet alt. {Dr. Duthie .) Very similar 
in cutting to Lasirea Brunoniana, in which bundle they were 
first detected at Kew by Mr. Hope. 

9. AtHYRIUM GYMNOGRAMMOIDES, VAR. ERYTHRORACHIS. 
Dr. Trimen considers this a distinct species. 

10. Athyrium Filix-fcemina. 

Var. dentigerum. Rootstock erect or sub-erect; fronds very 
large, gradually reduced towards the base, often 1 foot broad at 
the centre, bipinnate-tripinnatifid, or from the presence of a wing 
joining the pinnules only bipinnatifid. 

Var. pectinatum. Omit this as a variety ; it is described 
below as a species. 

Var. attenuatum. Rootstock erect or sub-repent ; stipes 
numerous, tufted ; fronds narrow lanceolate or linear, gradually 
reduced below, 8-16 inches long by 1J-3 inches broad at the 
centre, pinnate with the pinnae pinnatifid, or in rare cases sub- 
bipinnate. 

I refer here parasnathensis (Clarke) and all the i-pinnate 
forms with small, rather narrow fronds gradually reduced towards 
the base, some of the larger forms run deltigerum very close, and 
I suspect it quite graduates into that variety. Clarke’s retusa 
var. elongata belongs here. 

Var. retusa. Rootstock sub-erect or decumbent ; stipes 
tufted; fronds very similar to those of Schimperi, but almost 
always only bipinnatifid, the pinnules being connected by a 
conspicuous wing, generally subdeltoid-lanceolate, the lower 
pinnae being rarely attenuated. I refer here, rupicola (Edge- 
worth ) — retusa var. rubricaulis (Clarke), retusa var. hemi* 
diplazium (Clarke ) — it generally grows in rocky crevices. 
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VaR. folyspora. Omit this, as it is described below as a 
species, Schimperi. 

ioa. Athyrium Schimperi. ( A . Br .) Rhizome wide-creeping, 
scales linear or lanceolate ; stipes 6-9 inches long, stramineous ; 
fron4s lanceolate, gradually reduced below, up to about 18 inches 
long, 9 inches broad at centre, rachis stramineous, bipinnate- 
tripinnatifid, or sometimes, from the pinnules being only cut down 
to a rather broadly- winged rachis, only bipinnatifid ; colour bright 
green; texture firm, lobes sharply inciso-dentate. Syn. Fil. p. 489. 
Athy. Filix-foemina var. polyspora. Clarke , F. N. 1 \ Handbook , 
p. 170, and probably A. flabellulatum ( Clarke ). Scarcely dis- 
tinguishable from Filix-foemina var. retusa, except in its widely- 
creeping rootstock. 

(Also in Abyssinia and the Cameroon Mountains.) 

1 2 a. Athyrium pectinatum. (Wall.) Rootstock wide-creep- 
ing, scaly ; stipes stramineous, often up to 2 feet long ; fronds 
membranaceous, glabrous, 1-2 feet long by 9-12 inches broad, 
oblong-lanceolate to deltoid-lanceolate bipinnate (but quadri- 
pinnatifid), pinnae erecto-patent, much attenuated at the apex ; 
secondary pinnae ovate-oblong from a broad base, cut down to 
the fine narrow wing of the tertiary rachis, into 6-8 delicately 
cut lobes or tertiary pinnae on each side, which are again very 
finely cut into sharp segments. Wall. Cat. 231. Hook . Sp. Fil . 
vol. 3, p. 225. 

Mussoorie, 5,300 feet ; Dehra Dun, 2,500 feet ; Dalhousie ; 
Simla, 6,000-8,000 feet ; Nepal ; Parasnath. 

Var. /3 tenellum. A small fern, lower pinnae often more or 
less reduced, but except in its more lanceolate form and much 
smaller size scarcely differing from the type. Bcdd. F. S. /. 
tab . 154. 

Central India, Mts. of the Godavery ; Mahableshwar ; 
Scinde, Mount Abu ; Munipore. 
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13. Athyrium fimbriatum. Fronds very large, up to 6-8 
feet high, tri-quadripinnate, primary pinnae 10-20 inches long, 6-14 
inches broad, texture generally firm ; rootstock creeping ; stipes 
solitary, distant. 

I consider the var. sphaeropteroides of Clarke and of my 
handbook synonymous with the type of fimbriatum of Wallich and 
Sir W. Hooker. (Clarke, however, has issued several ferns under 
this name, and under the name of Andersoni var. Atkinsoni.) 1 
also include here Clarke’s Atkinsoni var. Andersoni. Clarke’s 
PI. 62 fig. 2 fotiolosa is one side of a pinna of this species. 
In some of the specimens collected near Simla (Bagi Forest, 9,500 
feet alt.) the lamina is much developed, and Dr. Watt informs me 
that these rarely seed, and then only very partially ; these forms 
are generally only tripinnate (this is Clarke’s PI. 62, fig. 2). In the 
more compound quadripinnate forms collected in the same locality 
the seeding is very copious, often quite concealing the lamina 
(Clarke’s plate 57, a small pinna). Asplenium lastreoides (Baker, 
Jour. Bot. 1 888), from Mount Omei, in China, is, I think, this 
species, being quite similar to Dr. Watt’s specimens. Davallia 
athyriifolia (Baker, Jour. Bot. v. 1891), Yunan Mountains, near 
Tali, is also a synonym here, (exactly corresponding with a 
specimen of Edgeworth’s, from the Himalaya). It is characteristic 
of this plant to have the sori, or a great proportion of them, 
very short and quite leucostegioid, but some asplenioid sori are 
always present. 

Var. souamatitm. More delicate in texture and finer in 
cutting than the type, otherwise very similar in size, &c., except 
that the secondary and tertiary rachises, and even the midrib 
beneath, are furnished with deciduous scales ; indusium more 
persistent and more truly athyrioid, being hypocrepiform and 
allantodioid. 

Sara, 11,000 feet alt. Chumba. ( Clarke , No. 24,152, in 
Kew Herb.) 

1 3 a. Athyrium foliolosum. (Wall.) Rootstock erect or 
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striberect ; stipes approximate ; rachis with a gland at the axis of 
the pinnae ; stipes and rachis often red ; fronds up to 3 feet 
high ; primary pinnae 5-8 inches long, generally about inch 
broad, but varying from I to 3 inches ; lowest secondary pinnule on 
the superior base of the pinnae, always more or less elongated, 
and often double the size of the others ; lowest superior lobe of 
the pinnule also elongated ; sori strictly athyrioid. Bedd . F. N \ 
L pi. ccxcv. Wall . Cat 339, first sheet in Linn. Herb, (the 
second being Athyr. macrocarpum). Clarke pi. 62, fig. 1 
(sphaeropteroides) a good figure of this plant, but scarcely 
showing the enlarged lowest secondary pinnule at the superior 
base of the pinnae which is most characteristic of this fern. This 
must, I think, rank as a species, being nearer to macrocarpum 
than to fimbriatum. 

Near Simla, on the Thibet road, at 8,000 feet alt. ; Dhuramsala, 
10,000 feet alt. ; Sikkim, Darjiling, &c. One form gathered by 
Jerdon has the lamina much more finely cut and the sori very 
large, so as to entirely conceal the lamina ; it is a most beautiful 
fern, but evidently only a variety, as I have also from Jerdon an 
intermediate form, where the lamina is not so much reduced ; 
the development of the lamina at the expense of the sori and 
vice versa is very common with many ferns, but more particu- 
larly with Athyrium. Jerdon's two forms, both represented also 
in the Kew Herbarium, certainly run in the direction of macro - 
carpum } but they are more cut, and the lowest superior secondary 
pinnule is much more produced. 

2. Diplazium subserratcjm. Perak, 3,000 feet alt. (Day ) 
Scortechini.) 

4A. Dipiazium larutense. (it. spi) Rhizome erect ; stipe 
about 1 foot long* firm, erect, naked ; fronds narrow, linear- 
lanceolate, about 1 foot long by iJ-2 inches broad, broadest at 
the base, gradually tapering upwards ; pinnate, pinnatifid towards 
the apex ; rachis deeply channelled above ; pinnae numerous 
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horizontal, oblong, with a broad base and very rounded apex, 
| inch broad ; margin slightly crenate, the superior base slightly 
lobed ,* texture coriaceous, partial rachis channelled ; veins 
simple, or the lowest ones forked ; sori the lowest one sometimes 
diplazioid, but all generally asplenioid, reaching from midrib to 
margin. 

Larut, Perak, i, 800 feet alt. {Dr. King's collector, No, 1,913.) 

6. Diplazium bantamense. Kohima, 4,500 feet alt. {Clarke.) 

10. Diplazium longifolium. Mussoorie {Hope) ; Simla 
( Trotter). 

11. Diplazium tomentosum. Madremacan Island, Mergui ; 
Perak. {King, 8,521.) 

iia. Diplazium chlorophyllum. {Baker.) 11 Stipes tufted, 
dull grey-green, pubescent, as is the rachis, i foot long ; fronds 
oblong lanceolate, simply pinnate, 1 foot long, 4-5 inches broad, 
moderately firm in texture, green on both sides, minutely 
paleaceous above, densely clothed with minute linear-subulate 
scales on the veins beneath ; pinnae about 20 on a side, close, 
lanceolate, sessile, acute, crenulate towards the tips, con- 
spicuously auricled on the upper side at the base, the central ones 
2-2^ inches long, f inch broad, the lowest strongly deflexed ; 
veins erecto-patent, deeply forked ; sori falling but little short of 
both midrib and margin, inch long, rarely diplazioid ; in- 
dusium crisped, narrow, moderately firm pale-brown, glabrous, 
persistent.” Baker, Jour. Bot . 1885,/. 104. 

Penang. {Curtis.) Very near tomentosum, of which perhaps 
it is only a variety. 

(Also in Formosa.) 

14. Diplazium sorzogonense. Perak, up to 2,000 feet alt. 
{Day.) 
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Var. major. Stipes 2% feet long ; fronds 4-6 feet long ; 
pinnae glabrous, the three lower pair very much deflexed, about 
I foot long, 2-2^ inches broad, cut down nearly to the rachis into 
narrow-oblong slightly crenated segments ; veins generally forked, 
sometimes simple ; sori reaching from midrib to margin. 

Perak, top of Gunong Boobo, 5,000 feet alt. (Dr. King , 
No. 7,403.) Perhaps a distinct species, but there is little except 
its size to distinguish it from sorzogonense. 

. 15. Diplazium sorzogonense var. ft STOLiczKiE. Pinnae 
1-1 i inch broad ; pinnules distinctly lobed at the margins ; veins 
6-8, often forked. 

15. Diplazium sorzogonense var. y hirsutipes. Stipes 
very hirsute at the base, with hair-like scales, pinnae £ inch 
broad, entire or very slightly crenated, veins 6-8 often forked. 

These two last Mr. Baker thinks can only be considered as 
varieties of No. 14, the Malay peninsula fern, which has the 
pinnae inch broad, entire or subentire pinnules, xo veins, 

generally all simple, very rarely forked. 

16. Diplazium asperum. Perak. (Scortechini ; King 534 
and 10,849.) 

17. Diplazium polypodioides. Dr. Watt informs me that 
the young uncurled fronds are eaten as a spinach by the hill 
people in the Punjab, and are called Kasmor. 

Diplazium umbrosum var. multicaudatum. Mussoorie. 
(Hope). 

3A. Anisogonium decussatum. (Sw.) “ Stipes 1-2 feet long, 
strong, erect, often muricated; fronds 2-4 feet long, with numerous 
pinnae on each side, which are 6-12 inches long, 1-2 inches 
broad, often proliferous in the axils, the edge nearly entire or 
slightly lobed ; texture herbaceous or subcoriaceous ; veins in 




Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 


41 


copiously pinnated groups with a distinct barren vein in the 
centre, uniting one-third of the distance from the midrib to the 
edge ; but only those of different groups joining one another ; 
sori reaching nearly to the edge and copiously double. 

Perak. In dense forests on Birch’s Hill. (Day.) 

(Also in the Malay and Polynesian Islands ; Queensland ; 
Mascareen Islands ; Angola and Guinea coast.) 

1. Hemidictyum Ceterach. Chumba. (McDonnell.) 

(Also in Afghanistan.) 


TRIBE Villa, — SCOLOPENDRIE.®, 

Sori as in Aspleniece, except that the involucres are arranged 
in pairs, and open towards each other. 


GENUS XLVIa. — SCOLOPENDRIUM, 

Character of the tribe. 

1. Scolopendrium Delava yi. (Franchet). Rhizome short, 
oblique, clothed with thickish lanceolate subulate scales ; stipes 
3-4^ inches long, brown or blackish, glabrous, shining, slender ; 
fronds green, pellucid, thin, entire, orbicular or suborbicular, 
£-iJ inch diameter, cordate at the base, the sinus opened or 
closed, margin hyaline, no midrib, veins several times forked, 
a few anastomosing towards the edge of the frond ; sori elongate, 
not reaching the apex of the frond, indusium thinly membranous, 
persistent. Franchet , in Bull. Bot. Soc. France , 1885. 

North Munipore, 3,000-4000 feet. ( Clarke , Watt.) Thibet, 
on mountains near Tali. This species belongs to the sub-genus 
Schaffneria, characterised by having no midrib, and the veins 
anastomosing only at their apices. 


4 ? 
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TRIBE IX— ASPIDIE^. 

i. DidymochLjENa lunulata. Jakorsung Peak, Jaintea 
Hilb, Assam, 4,000 feet alt. ( G , Mann,) 

1. Mesochl^ena polycarpa. Omit this genus altogether, the 
species being referred to Nephrodium further on. 

1. Polystichum semicordatum. Perak. {King, No. 8,282.) 

5A. Polystichum otophorum. {Franchet) Rhizome stout 
thick, derisely clothed with ovate-lanceolate fuscous opaque 
pointed scales ; stipes 3-4 inches long, stramineous ; frond pinnate 
linear-lanceolate, coriaceous, pale green, scarcely attenuated below, 
5-12 inches long, i-i£ inches broad ; pinnae numerous (about 40), 
furnished with subulate scales on the lower surface, short petioled 
lanceolate obtuse mucronate, obscurely toothed ; on the upper side 
a free erect obliquely ovate basal lobe is present, and sometimes 

1- 2 smaller ones on the lower side • veins pinnate, veinlets 
forked ; sori very small in a continuous line near the margin (as 
in Nephrolepis) ; indusium coriaceous peltate, margin entire, soon 
deciduous. Franchet , Pl, David ii. 

Moupine, Thibet. Near some forms of P. Atkinsoni. 

5A. Polystichum moupjnense. {Franchet,) Rhizome? stipe 

2— 3 inches long, furnished towards the base with broad ovate and 
linear subulate scales ; frond 6-9 inches long, about 1 inch broad, 
linear-lanceolate, attenuated below, pinnate firm, pale green, 
rachis furnished with narrow lanceolate and subulate scales; seg- 
ments 21-28 pair, shortly petioled, furnished with subulate scales 
beneath, ovate-rhomboid, inc ; so-pinnatifid, more or less distinctly 
auricled on the upper side, lobes ovate with mucronate teeth ; 
veins pinnate, veiniets forkec ; sori 2-4 to a lobe ; indusium firm. 
Franchet , PI, David ii. 

Moupine, Thibet. I ha\ e not seen this. From the descrip 
tion it must be near auriculatum, var. marginatum, which* 
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however, I have not seen with the frond less than i£ inch in 
width. Franchet considers it intermediate between Prescottiamim 
and auriculatum. 

8. PoLYSTICHUM ACULEATUM. 

Var. acanthophyllum. (Franchet) Rhizome short erect, 
trunk-like ; stipes 3-4 inches long, numerous stramineous palea- 
ceous, scales tawny, some narrow-linear, others broadly ovate, 
cuspidate jagged or fimbriate at the margins ; frond narrow 
lanceolate acuminate, somewhat attenuated below (rachis fur- 
nished with linear setaceous scales), 4-1 o inches long, |— 2 inches 
broad ; pinnae sessile, or nearly so, oblong, mucronately pointed, 
lobed J way down into very prickly-pointed more or less falcate 
segments, the superior basal one being the largest. Aspidium 
acanthophyllum, Bull, Soc. Bot . France , 1885. 

Near Simla, 7,000 feet alt. at Mashobea (Hope ) ; Sikkim ; 
Gharwal ; Naini Tal (Dyas), Yunan (Delavay), 

Very variable in the size and cutting of its pinnules, running 
in its smallest forms near typical iliccefolium, and in its larger 
ones approaching rufo-barb^tum, it has generally been sorted with 
one of these two by Indian botanists ; it is entitled, I think, to a 
variety name, Mr. Hope having proposed this long agj^ 

Var. 1 anomalum. Add as synonym Aspidium aristatum 
var. Thwaitesii. Baker and Clarke, Jour. Linn, Soc, xxiv./. 414. 
The pinnules vary from quite entire to deeply pinnatifid or even 
pinnate. 

9, PoLYSTICHUM PRESCOTTIANUM. 

(Also in Afghanistan.) 

Var. BakErjanum. Mr. Baker has made this a species, but I 
cannot say that I agree. 

1. Cyrtomium faecatum, 

Var. fi caryotideum. Simla ( Stanford ), Chumba (Trotter), 
Kashmir (Trotter), The Ceylon locality is an error. 


\ 
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2. Cyrtomium caducum. There are apparently two varieties 
of this species — one with the pinnae coriaceous, the veins 
nearly always free, the pinnae often becoming much lobed, pin- 
natifid or even perfectly pinnate — the other much thinner 
in texture, the veins rather copiously anastomosing, even half way 
between the midrib and margin, the pinnae never becoming pinna- 
tifid. The former is abundant on the Khasia Hills, the latter 
near Darjeeling and at M unipore. 

i. Aspidium singaporianum. Perak sea level. (Day.) The 
rhizome is erect in all Mr. Day’s specimens. 

ia. Aspidium Kunstleri. (u. sp.) Stipe, rachis, and partial 
rachis minutely pubescent ; frond i-i£ feet long, deltoid -ovate, 
pinnate, upper pinnae narrow-lanceolate, about 5 inches long by 

1 inch broad, entire or with scalloped margins, lowest pair 
broad-deltoid, the lower margin towards the base being produced 
into 3-4 long lobes, the largest being 4-5 inches long, upper 
margin deeply scalloped, texture rather coriaceous, surfaces 
glabrous, except the main veins, primary veins zigzag, tolerably 
prominent nearly to the margin, cross veins forming areoles, free 
veins rare not forked ; sori very small, numerous, and scattered 
between tne main veins generally on connected veinlets. 

Goping, Perak. King's collector , No. 405. Outline of pachy- 
phyllum , but pinrne much narrower, venation and sori different. 

ib. Aspidium tricuspe. ( n . sp.) Caudex stout, erect ; 
stipes 8-x 8 inches long, naked or nearly so, winged upwards ; 
fronds 10-12 inches long, 7-8 inches broad, deeply trilobate; 
lobes lanceolate, long-acuminate, the lateral ones 5-6 inches long, 
1^-2 inches broad, the intermediate one about 10 inches long, 
2^-3 inches oroad ; margins entire ; texture papyraceo -her- 
baceous, glabrous above, slightly pilose on the costa and veins 
beneath ; primary veins prominent nearly to the margin, about 
} inch apart, connected by prominent transverse veins, between 
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which are copious small areoles with free included veinlets ; sori 
small, copious ; indusium peltate, rather persistent. 

Perak, Goping. (Dr. King's collectors , No . 975.) Habit of 
platanifolia, a Javan species, but fronds much more divided ; 
possibly only a more simple form of vastum. 

2. Aspidium vastum. Mr. Mann informs me that in Assam 
this fern has an erect rhizome and tufted stipes. Dictyopteris 
heterosora Baker is a synonym here. Perak. (King ) No. 382.) 

2 a. Aspidium angulatum. (J. Sm.) Stipe 1-2 feet long, 
glossy, ebeneous, scaly below : fronds 1-2 feet long, pinnate with; 
a large cordate oblong entire or deeply 3-lobed terminal pintia 
8-IO inches broad at base, and 1-2 lateral ones on each side, the 
lowest ones 6-12 inches long, often deeply 2-3 lobate, texture 
papyraceo-herbaceous, midrib glossy ebeneous ; primary veins 
prominent and distinct to the edge, areoles copious, with free 
included veinlets ; sori very small, scattered, very abundant, 
involucre minute. Kook. Syn . Fil. 251. 

Perak ( Scortechini) ; Goping, Perak (King' s collector , No. 586). 

(Also in Java and Sumatra.) 

3. Aspidium subconfluens. Balipara Forest, Darrang, 
Assam. (Mann.) 

5. Aspidium subtriphyllum. Mr. Parish collected specimens 
in Tenasserim with fronds 3 feet long by 2J feet broad across the 
lower pinnae. Perak, 500-800 feet alt. ( King , No . 457,4,713, 
and 5,908.) 

6. Aspidium variolosum. Perak. (Scortechini. King , 
No. 4,862.) Mergui. Some Birmese examples have a decumbent 
rhizome. 

7. Aspidium polymorphum.* Perak, 2,000 feet alt* (Day.) 

There is a specimen of the form with contracted fertile fronds 

and large sori in the Herbarium of the Natural History Museum 
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(S. Kensington), collected in Northern India by Hook. f. et Thom, 
(i.e. the fern Mr. Clarke calls Asp. Wightii). 

8. AspmiUM Simonsii. Nambur Forest, Assam. {Mann.) 
Quite distinct from polymorphutn. 

io. Aspidium decurrens var. /3 minor. Dr. Trimen assures 
me that this fern, which is common about Kandy, is a very 
distinct species, so it must stand under the name it was originally 
described and figured 'in the Ferns of Southern India, tab. ccxlv. 
Aspidium p ter opus-minor. 

9. Aspidium heterosorum. (Baker.) Naga Hills, 500 feet 
alt. at Neechoogard. {Clarke.) The name is changed from 
heterocarpum, as that name is occupied by a Nephrodium. 

9A. Aspidium repandum. ( Willd .) Stipes up to 2J feet 
long furnished with a few hair-like scales near the base, naked 
upwards ; fronds 2-3 feet long, pinnatifid at apex ; pinnae 4-8 
on each side, 6-12 inches long, 1J-2 inches broad, linear-ob’ong, 
slightly sinuate at the margins, apex acuminate, base narrowed, 
the lowest pair stalked bipartite ; texture subcoriaceous ; main 
veins distinct to the edge, the areoles copious, with free veinlets ; 
sori large in two rows between the main veins ; indusium orbicular 
peltate. 

Larut, Perak, 2,500-3,500 feet alt. (Dr. King's collectors , 
No. 6,305.) 

(Also in the Philippines.) 

ioa. Aspidium pachyphyllum. (Kze.) Stipe 1 foot or more 
long, naked, brownish ; fronds 2-3 feet long, i-2f feet broad, 
with an oblong-lanceolate entire or sinuated terminal pinna 
6-12 inches long, f~2 inches broad, and 4-8 similar erecto-patent 
lateral ones on each side, the lower ones forked at the base, or 
with 2-3 unequal lobes, 8-9 inches long ; texture subcoriaceous ; 
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primary veins straight and distant nearly to the edge ; areoles 
fine, with copious free included veinlets ; sori large, in two regular 
rows ; indusium reniform. Hook . Syn . FiL 297. A. grande. J. Sm . 
Hook. Sp. FiL iv. 55. 

Perak, sea level. (Day ; King, No. 2,347.) Perhaps only 
a form of repandum, with reniform instead of polystichioid 
involucres. 

(Also in the Malay Islands, Philippines, and Solomon 
Islands.) 

12. Aspidium multicaudatum. (Wall. Cat, 377.) Perak, 
at the Taepang Waterfall, at no elevation. (King's collectors ') 
Wallich’s specimens were collected at Chappedong, Birma. The 
sori are, I believe, always apical on the free veinlets, the magnified 
section showing the venation in page 337, F. B . I. not being correct. 

12A. Aspidium dubium. (n. sp .) Stipes up to 3 feet long, 
f inch thick at base, furnished copiously towards the base with 
narrow-lanceolate scales ; fronds up to 4$ feet long by the same 
breadth across the base ; bipinnate below, pinnate upwards, and 
pinnatifid towards the apex ; the pinnae and pinnules cut deeply 
down into lanceolate acuminate lobes ; texture papyraceo- 
herbaceous ; hairy on the veins, especially on the under surface ; 
main veins distinct to the edge, with copious areoles and many 
free included forked veinlets even in the acuminated lobes ; sori 
large, generally in a single row on each side of main veins, on con- 
nected veinlets, or terminating free veinlets. Nephrodium cicuta- 
rium var. ? dubia. Clarke and Baker , Linn. Soc.Jour. xxiv.p. 417. 

Makum Forest, Lukhimpur, Assam. (Mann, Clarke .) This 
has the outline, texture, and colour of multicaudatum, but the 
venation of cicutarium ; in this the venation is more copious, with 
numerous forked free veinlets, the veins anastomosing copiously 
even in the lobes ,* the large sori often compital ; in multicaudatum 
the venation is not so copious, free veins few and not forked, and 
^ VWation in the lobes nearly quite free ; the sori smaller and 
much more aciltered, and always terminating free veinlets. 
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2. Pleocnemia Trimeni. This must be altered to Pleocnemia 
gig^ntea (J 3 L), as it is the same as the Java plant of Blume. It is 
the gigantea of the second edition of the Syn. FiL p . 503, but 
only part lythat of Hooker* s Sp . FiL iv, p. 50, and of first edition 
of the Syn* FiL Perak (Dr. King's collectors, No. 327 and 2,043). 

2 a* Pleocnemia megalocarpa. (Hook, under Dictyopteris.) 
Caudex erect, scaly at the crown ; stipes stout, 18-20 inches long, 
scaly towards the base ; fronds 2 feet or more long ; oblong- 
deltoid, pinnate ; pinnae about 10 inches long, 3J inches broad, 
cut down tp a broad rachis into narrow oblong crenated segments 
about 1 i inch long, f inch broad ; texture subcoriaceous, opaque ; 
above furnished with scattered, small, jointed, transparent scales ; 
venation pleocnemioid in the wing, and there forming areoles ; 
in the lobes also the veins anastomose, and form a series of 
areoles near the midrib, but are free towards the margin ; sori 
medial or nearly so on the veins, in two rows on each side of the 
costa along the wing, and in a single row on each side of the 
midrib in the segments. Hook . Sp. FiL v. 102. Syn . FiL 318. 
Nephrodium oligodictyon. Baker , Ann. Bot. v. 328. 

Larut, Perak, 2,000-2,500 feet alt. (King's collector ,N 0.2 ,2 36.) 

(Also in Java.) 

3. Pleocnemia membranacea. Perak, 300-600 feet alt. 
(Scortechim, King , No. 2,191.) 

4. Pleocnemia membranifolia. The lamina of the fertile 
fronds in the Indian examples often becomes very contracted and 
narrow, though it is sometimes as fully developed as in the sterile 
frond ; these contracted forms Mr. Clarke calls var. dimorpha 
(Jour. Linn . Soc. xxv. 96.) From the Malay Peninsula, however, 
Scortechini forwarded examples as fully contracted as any typical 
Acrostichum (Stenosemia) auritum, together with various inter- 
mediate stages from quite uncontracted, and pointed out that 
there is no distinction between the two ferns. He is quite 
correct, the sterile fronds, scales, indumentum, &c., offering no 
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distinctive character, so that Stenosemia aurita must become a 
synonym here ; there is a fine suite of specimens in the Her- 
barium of the Natural History Museum. King's collectors, No: 
465, 442, 5,871. Dictyopteris chattagramica {Clarke), Handbook, 
p . 299, is a synonym here. 

5. Pleocnrmia Clarkei. This name should stand, and not 
give way to artinexum, a later name, the other supposed Clarkei. 
Nephrodium Clarkei Baker (named long after this fern) being 
only a slight variety of Fiiix-mas var. / 3 , the same as Wall . Cat . 
340 and as paleaceum Don. 

6. Pleocnemia Leuzeana. This has been gathered by Dr. 
King’s collectors in Perak, with the subarborescent caud ex densely 
clothed with long, dose, wool-like hairs. King's collectors, No. 
2,058, 4,495. 

ia. Lastrea fceniculacea. ( See Diacalpe foeniculacea , 
Handbook, p. 18.) This fern should be placed here ; its involucres 
in the normal state are reniform or polystichoid as in the other 
species of this section. Lastrea aristata var. dissecta {Moore) is a 
synonym. 

ib. Lastrea Wattii. {Bcdd. Jour. Bot. 1888.) Rhizome? 
stipes stramineous, 4-5 inches long, clothed with a few light- 
coloured deciduous scales ; fronds 1 foot or more long, by 
2-2J inches broad, tripinnate, broadest in the centre, gradually 
narrowed towards the apex and base ; rachis naked ; texture 
subcoriaceous, surfaces glossy ; ultimate segments obovate to 
lanceolate, sharply acuminate, or more rarely with a rounded 
apex, more or less 2-lobed ; veins 1 -forked in the ultimate 
segments ; sori apical on the short lower veinlet, often furnished 
with a few deciduous hair-like scales. 

East Munipore, at Kayang, on the frontier, 6,000 feet alt. 
{Dr. Watt ) 

This species much resembles fceniculacea in its ultimate 
cutting and texture, but it is much less compound, with long 

5 
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narrow fronds, I have not detected an indusium in the few 
specimens (over-ripe) which I have seen, but I feel sure its 
position is here. 

3 Lastrea affinis. A very variable species, and the caudex 
is sometimes creeping and sometimes erect. Mann sends very 
fine specimens from Jowai, Jaintia Hills, Assam, 4,000 feet alt., 
with the pinnules very large, this is Clarke’s var. assamica. 
Clarke’s affinis has smaller pinnules (No. 44,762), but I have 
intermediates, and cannot distinguish them as varieties. 

Var. cornu-cervi. (Doji.) Pinnules very coriaceous, 
cuneate, eroso-laciniate. Bhotan. ( Hook.f et Thom.) Appears to 
be an abnormal or diseased form — there are copious specimens in 
the Natural History Museum and Kew Herbaria, but it does net 
appear to have been gathered since Hooker collected it. 

4. Lastrea coniifolia. The large compound forms of this 
with an erect caudex, and the smaller deltoid aristata with a 
long creeping rhizome, both so common in Southern India, are as 
distinct as ferns can well be, and keep their characters in culti- 
vation, but when the mass of material at Kew from various 
countries is under review, every variation of cutting is seen, and 
there are many varieties or forms that, in the absence of roots, 
would puzzle any pteridologist to say whether they belonged to 
aristata or to coniifolia ; nor is it always' easy to draw a line 
between aristata and affinis, though typical forms differ widely. 
The Ceylon var. of coniifolia ( C . P. 3,938) is much less cut than 
the South Indian plant. 

4A. Lastrea varia. (Linn, under Polypodiuml) Rhizome 
erect, or subrepent ; stipes up to nearly 2 feet long, densely scaly 
at the base, scales long, linear-subulate, hair-like towards the apex, 
chestnut coloured, glossy ; rachis and partial rachis scaly, but 
scales soon deciduous ; fronds i-ij feet long, 8-12 inches broad 
at base, lanceolate-deltoid, lower pinnae much the largest, sub- 
deltoid unequal sided, the lower pinnules being much produced 
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and pinnatifid, the other pinnae stalked, pinnate or only pinnatifid, 
gradually decreasing and less compound upwards, but the lowest 
pinnule on the lower side almost always enlarged, pinnules 
petioled or sessile, oblong from a broad equal base, more or less 
pinnatifid, with the lobes obtuse, sometimes apiculate towards the 
apex, but never aristate ; texture very coriaceous, both surfaces 
naked ; sori apical or nearly so on the veins, in two rows nearer 
the margin than the midrib ; involucre reniform or peltate. 
Syn. Fil. p. 254. Hook . Sp. Fil. iv. tab. ccxxvi. coriacea. Hope, 
Jour. Bot. 1890. 

Kopili Hot Springs, N. Cachar, 1,000 feet alt. (G. Mann.) 
This can at once be distinguished from affinis to which it is allied 
by the equal base of the pinnules and by the rounded, not aristate 
lobes, the scales also differ, and it is much more coriaceous, the 
fertile fronds are sometimes considerably contracted. It is like 
aristata and affinis very variable. The Indian specimens are 
rather more coriaceous andless cut than those from China and Japan. 

(Also in China and Japan.) 

8. Lastrea gracilescens. Type — Rootstock thick, hori- 
zontal, creeping ; stipes approximate. 

Var. glanduligera. (. Kanze .) Rootstock thin, wiry, wide- 
creeping ; stipes distant, slender. 

Var. decipiens. {Clarke.) Rootstock short, creeping ; stipes 
approximate ; fronds deltoid, shorter than in type or glanduligera, 
pinnae rather broader. 

In all three varieties the veins are nearly all simple, though 
here and there forked veins occur in all ; the sori are almost 
always apical on the veins, or nearly so, though in one Khasian 
(from Surureen) and in some Japan examples of the type they 
are occasionally medial ; the involucre is small, generally glabrous, 
though sometimes hairy ; the lamina is always glabrous, though 
the costas are more or less hairy. I cannot distinguish glandu- 
ligera from the type except by the rootstock, and Clarke’s 
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decipiens, I fear, is not always constant in its deltoid form and 
runs into the type. Dr. Watt has collected glanduligera abun- 
dantly in Munipore (pinnae often very narrow and pinnules 
revolute). Mr. Mann sends very fine specimens of the same from 
Sebsagur, in Assam, the frond with stipe nearly 30 inches long, 
the pinnules sharply lobed at the margins. Mr. Day also col- 
lected it in Perak. 

I exclude Clarke’s var. hirsutipes and describe it as a species 
as the rhizome is erect and the sori basal or medial on the veins. 

'8a. Lastrea hirsutipes. Rootstock apparently erect, with, 
tufted stipes ; stipe hirsute, rather densely so at the base, that of the 
fertile fronds much elongated (15-20 inches long) ; fronds lanceolate 
10 inches or more long by 4-8 inches broad, texture coarser than 
in gracilescens and drying rather black, the fertile often more or 
less contracted ; the pinnae cut down two-thirds or more towards 
the costa into oblong blunt segments, which are a little hairy both 
on the veins and lamina above, the costas densely clothed with 
rather short hairs ; veins all simple ; sori large, basal or medial on 
the veins in two rows close to the midrib, indusium hairy, often 
didymochlaenoid. Neph. gracilescens var. hirsutipes, Clarke , 
F.N.I. p. 514. Khasia and Jaintea, 4,000-5,000 feet alt. ; also 
var. didymochlaenoides I.c. Khasia Sohra Coalhill 4.300 feet 
alt., which only differs in the stipe being less hairy and the invo- 
lucres being larger. This fern does not appear to have been 
gathered except by Mr. Clarke. I have only seen a few specimens, 
and hope it will be searched for. 

8b. Lastrea thibetica. (Francket.) Rhizome ? stipes about 
6 inches long, furnished with narrow -lanceolate fulvous scales ; 
fronds about 2 feet long by 7 inches broad at middle, attenuated 
at the base, papyraceous, pale green, pinnate ; rachis angled, 
furnished with linear scales ; pinnae 25-30 sessile narrow lanceo- 
late from a scarcely broader base, acuminate, patent, slightly 
falcate, the veins underneath pubescent, lobed down about £ of 
the way to the rachis ; lobes ovate, rounded, obsoletely toothed ; 
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veins pinnate, veinlets 6-7 in .the lobes simple ; sori small, 4-8 to 
each lobe, midway between the midrib and margin ; indusium 
small, coriaceous, reniform, margin entire, soon deciduous. 
Franchet, PL David ii. Thibet, Moupine in woods. Habit of 
patens, but firm in texture and frond much attenuated down- 
wards. I have not seen it. 

9. Lastrea immersa. Perak, {King, No. 2,368.) Stipes 
tufted, base of stipe and young unfolded fronds densely covered 
with blackish linear-lanceolate hair-pointed scales; some foims 
have the pinnules very narrow. 

ro. Lastrea calcarata. 

Var. /J skricka. Perak. ( Scortcc/uni .) 

11. Lastrea viscosa. Perak. {Day, Scorlcc/iini, King.) 

11 a. Lastrea uxidentata. {n. sp.) Caudex ? stipe 

nearly 2 feet, densely villous, as is the rachis, with fine hair- 
like jointed scales ; fronds 2-3 feet long, pinnate, with the 
lower pinnae not smaller than those just above, but deflexed ; 
pinnae about 7 inches long by 1-1J inch broad, cut down nearly 
to the rachis info narrow-oblong segments, which are entire or 
subentire, except a large tooth-like lobe on one side at the base, 
near the sinus (most prominent in the lower pinnae) ; texture 
herbaceous or subcoriaceous ; rachis of the pinnae densely 
strigose above, furnished beneath with long white weak hairs 
midrib of the pinnules slightly hairy on both sides, the lamina 
below furnished with glandular dots ; veins 10-12 pair, all 
simple, or the lowest forked ; sori medial on the veins ; indusium 
persistent. 

Perak, dense jungle on the top of the Gunoug Boobo. 
King's collectors , No. 7,434 ( in pari-) 

12. Lastrea crassipolia. Perak, near Taepang, 2,000 ieet 
alt. (Day, King.) The rhizome is creeping. Wall. Cat . 355 second 
sheet belongs here, first sheet being truncatum. 
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14, Lastrea Beddomei. 

(Also in Thibet, China, and the Philippines.) 

1 3. Lastrea Elwesii. Copious specimens were gathered by 
Mr. Levinge’s collectors at a high level in Sikkim ; stipe 1 foot 
or more to first auricle, bright chestnut-coloured, shining ; frond 
narrowed from the middle to both ends, the lower pinnae gradually 
smaller and running down into mere auricles. 

16. Lastrea ochthodes. Omit the Ceylon locality, Thwaites’s 
fern being Nephrodium extensum. 

17. Lastrea Fairbanrii should be Thelypteris var. 
SQUAMIGERum (Sc/l), distinguished from the type by the 
presence of broad ovate or lunate transparent scales on the under 
side of the partial rachis ; it is also much more rigid than 
the type, the veins generally, though not always simple. Sch . 
a dumb. 23, tab . 11. Mettenius Farngatt \ 112. Fee Memoir <?, 
viii. 104. Aspidium squamulosum ) Hook . FL N. Zeal . xi. 39. 
(Also at the Cape of Good Hope and in New Zealand.) 

2 1 a. Lastrea Dayi. (Bedd.) Stipes. 1-2 feet long, stra- 
mineous, glabrous, or with a few hair dike scales towards the base; 
fronds 1^-2 feet long ; pinnae 5-6 inches long, £-1 inch broad, lower 
ones scarcely at all reduced, cut down nearly to the rachis into 
linear oblong lobes 1^ lines broad, texture papyraceo-herbaceous 
glabrous on both sides except the rachis above, which is finely 
puberulous ; veins 6-8 on each side, simple, not reaching the 
margin ; sori at the apex of the veins not immersed ; involucre 
reniform, persistent. Bedd. Jour. Bot. vol . xxv. 1887,/. 328. 

Perak, Maxwell’s Hill, 3,000 feet alt. {Day) 

Habit o some of the forms of Phegopteris distans. Also 
closely allied to Lastrea singalanensis. 

2 ib. Lastrea singalanensis. {Baker.) Caudex ? stipes 
about 1 foot long ; fronds lanceolate about 2 feet long, pinnate 
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with the pinnae pinnatifid nearly to the rachis, rachis stramineous 
and nearly glabrous ; pinnae about 7 inches long, cut down nearly 
to the rachis ; segments narrow-oblong, £ inch long by i£ lines 
broad with irregular shallow lobes, chiefly about the centre; 
texture herbaceous, under surface densely covered with black 
glandular dots, partial rachis and midrib slightly hairy ; above, 
the partial rachis and midrib rather densely strigose ; veins about 
10 pair, chiefly forked ; sori medial, indusium rather persistent. 
{Baker )t Jour. Bot 1880, 212.) 

Perak, open jungle at 3,500-4,000 feet alt. {Kings collectors , 
No, 3,520.) The pinnae are much longer than in the Sumatran 
specimen described by Mr. Baker. 

(Also in Sumatra on Mount Singalan.) 

22. Lastrea flaccida. Perak. Maxwell’s Hill, 3,000 feet 
alt. {Day) 

23. Lastrea Brunoniana. The copious scales on the stipe 
are early deciduous. Mr. Baker considers this and barbigera as 
varieties of one species. 

25. Lastrea odontoloma. This is certainly only a variety 
of Filix-mas, and should be placed there as Lastrea Filix-mas var. 
serrato-dentata, the name of odontoloma having been given by 
Moore to Clarke’s riormalis, which was also first figured by me 
under that name in the Ferns of Southern India ) though after- 
wards changed by an error. 

26. Lastrea Filix-mas. The European type does not occur 
in India. 

Var. odontoloma. {Moore) Bedd. Ferns Southern India , 
tab . 11. Rhizome erect ; stipe and main rachis more or less scaly, 
densely so when young, but scales soon deciduous ; fronds bipin- 
nate, oblong-lanceolate to ovate, or deltoid-lanceolate, nearly or 
quite glabrous; pinnae 3-5 inches long by 1-1J inches broad. 
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lanceolate; pinnules about 15 pair, about 1 inch long by § inch 
broad (those of the lower side of the 1-2 lower pinnae sometimes 
more developed) cut down towards the midrib into obtuse 
lobes which are sharply toothed, or sometimes, especially towards 
the apex of the frond, entire or nearly entire except the sharp 
serratures, sori small. Var. normalis, Clarke , F \ N. /. /. 519. 
Nephrodium lacerum, Baker , Syn . Fil. 273, since referred to 
Filix-mas in the Ann . Bot. Dr. Watt has collected specimens in 
Munipore, and Mr. Levinge in Sikkim (Badam Tham), quite 
intermediate between this and cochleata. Baker’s lacerum is from 
Japan. 

\ 

Vak. j 3 parallelogra\ima. Clarke’s var. khasiana is a 
synonym here ; it only differs in the apex of the pinnules being 
rather more sharply serrated, it is from Nongbri in Khasia. 

The sub-variety of this called Clarkei is paleacea Don. 

Var. y elongata. North India botanists appear to have 
adopted Wallich’s name of marginata for this variety ; elongata. 
Swartz , Syn . Fil. 117, is the older name, and was adopted 
by Sir W. Hooker* in his Sp . Fil. vol. iv., and by Hooker and 
Grev. Tc . Fil. t. 234, Waliich’s name being given as a synonym, 
iu ha$ been collected on Maxwell’* Hill, 111 Perak, 3,000 flet alt. 
by Day. 

Var. $ cochleata. Wallich’s Arthobotrys avana is this 
species, with the fertile segments so contracted as to be quite 
bead-like ; it is from Ava. 

Var. € panda. This fine fern may be said to resemble 
odontoloma (Moore), with the pinnae pinnatifid only, instead of 
being pinnate ; it has apparently been collected only by Mr. 
Clarke. There are specimens at Kew which are intermediate 
between this variety and Schimperiana, 

Var. subtriangularis. Crown of the rhizome and base of 
stipe furnished with long black linear-pointed scales ; stipes 
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10-12 inches long ; frond about i foot long, and nearly as broad 
at the base, deltoid, bipinnate ; pinnae erecto-patent ; rachis and 
partial rachis channelled above ; pinnules subentire, or with a 
few shallow falcate sharpiy-serrated lobes, and with hook-like 
serratures at the apex ; veins pinnate or forked, not reaching the 
margin ; sori medial on the veinlets. Lastrea subtriangularis, 
Hope, Jour. Bot . Nov. 1890. ? -Nephrodium erythrosorum, Hook . 
Syn. Bil. 273, since referred to Filix-mas by Mr. Baker. 

Jaintea Hills, 3,000 feet alt. ; Assam. {Mann.) Mr. Hope 
also gives the locality of Lankot, 800 feet alt., southern face of 
Khasia Hills. A deltoid form of filix-mas near Moore’s 
odontoloma, it has quite the habit of the Ceylon sparsa var. 
deltoidea, but is more coriaceous, with the pinnules less cut. 
Aspidium nitidulum, Wall. Cat . 392, type sheet in the Linncean 
Herb . seems rather to belong here .than to sparsa. Some of the 
North Indian varieties of the very variable L. sparsa var. 
obtusissima are very puzzling, and might as well be referred to 
Filix-mas as to sparsa. Mr. Clarke felt the same difficulty, vide 
his remarks at page 95 Jour. Linn. Soc. vol. xxv. In the Kew 
Herbarium there is a frond of this (exactly agr ring with Mann’s 
specimens) collected by Griffith in Assam ; it is parted down on 
the same sheet with a frond of typical sparsa collected elsewhere. 
erythrosora of the Kew Herbarium is very variable if all the spe- 
cimens belong to the same species ; some &eem certainly to belong 
here, others agree with the Nilgiri form of odontoloma , whilst 
others nearly agree with varia . They are all from Japan and 
China, and are probably all forms of Filix-mas. 

Var. assamensis. Basal scales like those of subtriangularis ; 
fronds very similar to Moore’s odontoloma, only narrow lan- 
ceolate, the lower pinnae diminishing considerably ; the pinnules 
or segments (the frond being often only bipinnatifid) parallelo- 
grammoid, scarcely ever lobed, but with a few sharp teeth on the 
lateral margins, the square apex furnished with sharp teeth ; 
veins forked from the midrib of segments, not reaching the 
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margin ; sod apical or towards the apex of the veinlets. Lastrea 
assamensis, Hope, four. Bat 1890. 

Nambur Forest, Assam. {Mann) Mr. Hope also gives as 
localities Lukhimpur, in the Upper Dehing Forest ; Garo Hills, 
1,000 feet alt. ; and he states that the lower pinnae are sometimes 
not" reduced; it comes nearest to Moore's odontoloma. Mr. 
Baker informs me that it is very close to some of the European 
forms of the type of Filix-mas. 

Var. Schimperiana. The typical form of this is well 
marked, though I formerly followed Sir W. Hooker in including 
it under elongata ; it is intermediate between cochleata and 
odontoloma. {Moore) There are two forms in N. India, a 
large and a small variety. I have only seen the latter (L. inter- 
media, Bedd. F. S. /. tab . 113) in Southern India. In the Kew 
Herbarium there is a specimen collected by General Strachey 
which is intermediate between this and elongata, i.e. } the habit of 
elongata with the very large sori of this variety, and a specimen 
collected by Colonel Bates above Simla, quite intermediate 
between this and cochleata. 

Var. lachoongensis. Stipes 8-9 inches, densely clothed 
towards the base with orange-coloured very thin lanceolate hair- 
pointed scales ; fronds elongate-deltoid, aboiit 2 feet long ; pinnae, 
the lower pair 4-5 inches long by inch broad, gradually 
decreasing upwards, cut down to the base or nearly to the base 
(leaving a very narrow wing to the rachis)into oblong blunt seg- 
ments, which have a broad square base, about 1 inch long by f inch 
broad, nearly entire, except the rather sharply-toothed apex, or in 
some of the lower larger ones a tendency to become pinnatifid ; 
veins very deeply chanelled, especially on the lower surface ; sori 
very large, in a single row on each side of and close to the midrib. 

Lachoong, in Sikkim, at 12,000 feet alt*, collected by Mr. 
Levinge’s Bhootea collector. (Burr) Lachen, 9,000 feet alt. 
(King) 
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This very handsome fern may be characterised as odontoloma, 
with the pinnules much larger and entire, very large sori and 
deeply channelled veins ; it is a link between odontoloma and 
panda, and approaches serrato-dentata in its very finely serrated 
margins. 

27. Lastrea rigida. All the specimens I formerly placed 
here I now refer to Filix-mas elongata. I much doubt if this 
species is represented in Northern India, at least as distinct from 
remota. 

28. Lastrea spinulosa. Tab. 336 F.B.I belongs here, and 
not to var. remota ; it was gathered by Jerdon, in Cashmir I 
believe, and does not appear to have been found by any other 
collectors. 

Var. remota. The form gathered at Nakhunda and its 
vicinity between 8,000-9,500 feet alt. is very uniform in its 
character, it is not quite the European form, though closely 
allied, it can be easily distinguished from Filix-mas. var . elongata 
by its much more herbaceous texture, I suspect, however, it is 
subject to considerable variation in different localities, as I have 
seen examples (in Mr. Mann’s herbarium) gathered by Mr. 
Trotter at 7,000 feet alt. Hazara district which are deltoid in 
outline, the pinnoe broader, the lower pinnules being considerably 
elongated and looser in habit ; Mr. Trotter refers this to rigida . 
Mr. Hope has also sent specimens to Kew, gathered at the base of 
the Himalayas, in which the pinnules are much less cut than in 
the type, which have been referred to rigida var . pallida . I 
believe these are all varieties of the same fern which goes by the 
name of remota , but it seems to me that it has equal or even 
more claim to be considered a variety of rigida. Mr. Blanford 
mentions black scales as a distinguishing mark between this fern 
and elongata ; my specimens gathered at Nakhunda 8,500 feet 
(Watt)\ Chatri, 7,500 feet (McDonell) ; Jangla, 9,000 feet (Duthie) ; 
and in Kashmir (/ erdon ), have all golden-brown chaffy scales ; 
my only specimens with black scales were gathered at Basbahr, 
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10,000 feet (Lace, No. 348). Mr. Blanford also mentions that the 
fronds of rcmofa are narrower and more oblong than those of 
elohgata ; this is generally the case, but Trotter’s Hazara examples 
are quite deltoid. 

29. Lastrea sparsa. Asp. pcllucidum , Franchet PL David 
ii. 157, Thibet is var. nitidula. (Clarke.) 

Var. 7 obtusissima. Dulkajhar, 500 feet alt. Sikkim, Terai 
{No. 36,790, Clarke ), Kohima 4,750 feet alt. (No. 41,639, Clarke). 
I have not seen Clarke’s var. of sparsa from Naga Hills, men- 
tioned at pkge 9 $)J°ur. Lint{ Sac. xxv.. but from the description 
have no doubt that it belongs here. 

29 a. Lastrea okovata. (Baker.) Rhizome erect ; stipe a 
foot long, scaly at the base and sparingly so above ; scales lan- 
ceolate blackish ; fronds oblong-deltoid, decompound, thin, gla- 
brous 2-4 feet or rather more long, lower pinna) the largest 
produced on the lower side, as in sparsa, central ones oblong- 
lanceolate, about 1 foot long, secondary pinnae 2-3 inches long, 
pinnate or pinnatifid, final segments obovate or oblong obtuse 

inches broad ; veins pinnate in the final segments, veinlets 
very ascending ; sori terminal or medial on the veins, indusiuxii 
small fugaceous. Baker, Jour . of Bot. 1890, 265. 

Digboi, Makam Forest, Lukhimpur, As'sam. (G. Mann.) 

(Also in Tonquin.) 

The Assam specimens have the sori generally, but not always 
terminal ; in the Tonquin specimens they are almost all medial 
on the veins, but occasionally terminal. It is nearly allied to 
sparsa, but a much larger fern. 

30. Lastrea pulvinulifera. Col. Henderson has collected 
this with the fronds 3 feet long and 2 feet broad at the base. 

32A. Lastrea padangensis. (n. sp.) Rhizome erect; stipes 
8-9 inches long, furnished with long hair-like scales, as are the 
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rachis, partial rachis and costules of the pinnules ; fronds 1-2 feet 
long, narrow deltoid-lanceolate bipinnate-tripinnatifid, moderately 
firm in texture, lower pinnae the largest, deltoid, the lower 
pinnules being considerably elongated ; upper pinnae 2^-4 inches 
long, secondary pinnules 1 inch long, the lower ones cut down 
nearly to the rachis into lanceolate entire or slightly crenated 
lobes, both surfaces sparingly covered with minute hairs, midrib 
of ultimate segments wavy, veins distant, simple or forked, not 
reaching the margin, sori medial, indusium not seen. 

Batang, Padang district, Perak, on the banks of the Padang 
River, close to the water’s edge. {King's collector , No. 8,038.) 
Nearest to leucostipes {Baker), a species from Formosa. 

35. Lastrka crenata. Mussoorie {Hope.) Kashmir, 
Chamba, Simla, and Hazara. {Trotter.) Lastrea Fordei {Baker, 
Jour. Bot. 1889, 177), from Kwantung, China, is a synonym. 

38. Lastrea intermedia. {Bl.) Stipe, rachis, &c., with 
long linear, hair-pointed rufous scales : fronds 1-1 £ feet long by 
6-9 inches broad, deltoid-lanceolate, pinnate, with all but the 
lower, or sometimes two lower pair of pinnae simply pinnatifid 
nearly to the rachis, the lower or two lower pair with their lower 
segments much elongated and again pinnatifid. Bl. En. Fil . 
Java , p. 1 6 1. Hook. Sp. Fil. iv. 135. Nephrodium Mannii, 
Hope, Jour, of Bot. 1890. Lastrea propinqua, J. Sm . Lastrea 
sarawakensis, Baker, Jour. Linn. Soc. xxvi. 225. 

Makum Forest, Lukhimpur, Upper Assam ; Khasia Hills, 
southern base ; Cachar, up to 500 feet alt. ( G . Mann) ; Penang 
{Curtis) ; Perak {Day). 

(Also in Java, Philippines and Borneo.) 

Var. /3 Blumei. Stipes, rachis, &c., as in the type ; fronds 
much larger, tripinnate as described under Blumei at page 259, 
Handbook. 

Ceylon, Perak and Penang. ( Scortechini , Day.) 
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(Also in Sumatra, Java, Borneo, Ceram. Samoa, and 
Philippines.) 

Var. y rhodolepis. ( Clarke .) Similar to var. / 3 , only the 
stipe, rachis, &c., copiously furnished with adpressed or sub- 
a<Jpressed, ovate, acute, hyaline, reticulated scales, instead of the 
hairdike scales. Clarke , F, N. I. p. 526. 

N. India, Sikkim, 1,000 feet alt. ( Hooker and Thomson) ; 
Shillong, 3,500 feet alt. (Clarke) ; Chittagong. 150 feet alt. 
( Clarke ) ; Khasia (Simons) ; Assam (Griffith). Mr. Clarke also 
states Ih^t it is found up to 7,000 feet alt. 

(Also in China, Forrfiosa, Japan, Fiji and Samoa. Japan 
examples vary from as simple as intermedia (type) to fully 
tripinnate.) 

Blume’s type specimen at Kew, and his description, and that 
of Sir W. Hooker prove that the more simple variety, lately 
described by Mr. Hope under the name of Mannii, is the type 
of intermedia. Mr. Mann informs me that the simple variety 
does not run into compound forms in Assam, which is curious, 
as it certainly does so elsewhere, so that Sir W. Hooker did not 
even think it necessary to record them as varieties, the fact that 
the simple form only of the hairy variety occurs in N. India, 
and the compound form only in Ceylon, has compelled me to 
give them distinct names as varieties, the^two ferns looking very 
different without intermediates. It will be seen that the distribu- 
tion of the hairy and scaly varieties is not strictly geographical, 
both being found in Samoa, and the scaly variety in Fiji, the 
indumentum varies considerably in the Ceylon examples, but it is 
never so scaly as in rhodolepis. 

41. Lastrea splendens. 

(Also in West China.) 

42. Lastrea angustifrons. A very distinct species in its 
widely creeping rhizome. Only gathered by Wallich. 



Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 


63 


45. Last rea Boryana. Chamba(J/rZ)o//<?//),Simla (! Blanford ). 

45A. La st rea megaphylla. (Baker.) A large compound 
fern, in cutting much like Boryana, but texture of Filix-mas 
elongata ; fronds several feet long, bipinnate tripinnatifid, primary 
pinnae distinctly stalked, 16 inches or more long, secondary pinnae 
on short distinct stalks, narrow lanceolate, about 3 inches long by 
f-f inches broad, cut down to a winged rachis into oblong obtuse 
\ inch broad lobes, which are irregularly and bluntly crenated, 
texture subcoriaceous ; surfaces quite glabrous ; veins pinnate in 
the lobes, veinlets forked towards their apices, or the lower ones 
pinnate, terminating short of the margin ; sori medial on the 
upper branch of the forked veinlets, 4-5 on each side of the lobes ; 
indusium reniform, persistent. Baker , Jour. Linn. Soc. xxii. 227. 
Larut, Perak, at 3,000 feet alt. (Dr. King's collector. Nos. 2,822 
and 6,952.) 

(Also in Borneo.) 


NEPHRODIUM. 

The following key to this genus is given in hopes that it may 
aid in the determination of the species of this difficult genus, and 
stimulate the collection of better specimens showing the entire 
stipe and rhi/ome ; the frond of a Nephrodium is of little value 
as a specimen, unless the whole stipe is shown, and even the 
rhizome is very important. A larger suite of specimens of 
some of the more critical species will probably prove that I have 
wrongly lumped or divided some species, but I trust that my 
labours will lead to a better elucidation of the different species by 
field botanists. No genus has, I believe, been less understood ; 
owing chiefly to the want of perfect specimens, the lumping of 
critical species has made the study of the genus very difficult. 
Sir W. Hooker, in his “Species Filicum,” included four or five 
species under molle, and in the“ Synopsis Filicum, ” multihneatum 
( Wall), an auricled fern has been included under pennigerum , 
which I believe never has auricles ; and lineatum and asperum of 
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Blume have been lumped with glandulosum , which caused Mr. 
Clarke to place pennigerum also in that species. 

Nephrodium. 
i. Involucres prominent. 

A. Rhizome wide-creeping. 

a . Lower pinnae not reduced, or slightly so in molliusculum, 
and sometimes in namburense. 

# Only i pair of veins anastomose, or rarely 2 in unitum. 

1. subpectinatum. Venation and sori anomalous. 

' 2. unitum. A swamp fern, no auricles on the pinnae. 

3. pteroides. Sori confined to the lobes. 

4. extensum. Venation often lastreoid, when anas- 
tomosing the angle acute at apex. 

5. procurrens. Anastomosis at a very obtuse angle, 

shortly hairy, or nearly glabrous. 

6. molliusculum. Venation of procurrens, surfaces 

with long needle-like hairs. 

7. biauritum. A swamp fern, some lower pinnae 

auricled at superior base. 

**2-4 pair of veins anastomosing. 

8. namburense. 

&. Lower pinnae considerably reduced. 

9. cucullatum. Very coriaceous and hairy, 3-5 

pair of veins anastomose. 

10. aridum. Very coriaceous and hairy, 5-6 pair of 

veins anastomose. 

11. papyraceum. Papyraceous nearly glabrous, 6-7 

pair of veins anastomose. 

B. Rhizome erect, sub-erect, or occasionally somewhat creep- 

ing in molle, amboinense and pennigerum. 
a . Sori punctiform even in age. 
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*Only i pair of veins anastomose, rarely 2 in polycarpum. 

12. polycarpum. Auricled. Indusium didymoch- 

laenoid . 

13. tectum. No auricles, frond deltoid or some of 

the lower pinnae reduced and deflexed. 

14. brachyodon. No auricles. Venation often 

lastreoid, 1 free vein arises fromrachis between 
the groups. 

15. heterocarpon. Auricles or glands. Pinnae 4-6 

inches long ; coriaceo-herbaceous. 

16. perakense. Auricled. Pinnae 1 - 2 % inches 

long, softly herbaceous, densely hairy. 

**2 or more pair of veins anastomose, occasionally only 
1 in molle. 

17. glaucostipes. Stipe glaucous, regular auricles 

below pinnae, 2 pair of veins anastomose. 

18. molle. Herbaceous, more or lesspilose, no regular 

auricles, 1-2 pair of veins anastomose. 

19. MOLLE VAR. major. Larger than type, very 

prominent auricles below the pinnae. 

20. amboinense. Papyraceous, generally much 

auricled, pinnae narrow entire or nearly so, 
2-3 pair of veins anastomose. 

21 . evolutum. No regular auricles. Papyraceous, 

pinnae distant and very broad, 3-6 pair of 
veins anastomose. 

22 . Arbuscula. Riverbed fern, prominent auricles 

below, 3-4 pair of veins anastomose. 

23. truncatum. Lobes generally square at apex ; 

2-4 pair of veins anastomose ; auricles abortive. 
6 
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24. multilineatum. Lobes very shallow ; 5-6 pair of 

veins anastomose ; rounded prominent auricles. 

25. sakayanum. Sori basal on veins ; 3 pair of 

veins anastomose. 

26. pennigerum. No auricles below ; 5-8 pair of 

veins anastomose, except in fertile contracted. 

27. larutense. Indusium didymochlaenoid, stipe 

auricled, 5-6 pair of veins anastomose. 

28. crinipes. Very crinite stipes, 2 pair of veins 

anastomose ; sori medial. 

29. ferox. Very crinite stipes, 5 pair of veins 

anastomose ; sori basal. 
b. Sori becoming meniscioid in age. 

30. glandulosum. Sterile pinnae broad ; 8-9 pair 

of veins anastomose. 

31. lineatum. Pinnae narrow, 4-5 veins anastomose, 
ii. Involucres rarely visible, except in young state, often entirely 

absent ? 

32. costatum. 4-6 pair of veins anastomose. 

33. urophyllum. 8-12 pair of veins anastomose ; 

sori often becoming meniscioid. 

34. moulmeinense. 14-18 pair of veins anastomose. 

N.B. — Jerdon’s elatum (?) is not included in this key, the stipe 
and rhizome being unknown. 

1. Nephrodium subpectinatum. ( Wall.) This name must 
replace that of Otaria ; Wallich having collected the species on the 
Ava Mountains, vide his specimens so named, Wall. Cat. 31 1 in 
the Linnaean Herbarium. 

Mr. Mann informs me that the Khasia specimens alluded to by 
Clarke, Jour* Linn . Soc. xxiv.fi. 416, were cultivated from Nilgiri 
spores. 
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2. Nephrodium unitum. Perak sea level. {Day, King) 

Nephr. Haenkeanum, Syn . Fil. p. 291, as to the Ceylon 
specimen, is this species. 

4. Nephrodium extensum. N. Wakefieldii, Baker , Ann . 
Bot . 1891, is a synonym h*re ; it was collected in Mombasa. The 
second sheet of Wall. Cat, 348 is this species ; the first sheet is 
Nephrodium polycarpum. 

Nephrodium procurrens. {Melt.) Rhizome wide-creeping, 
2-3 lines in diameter, clothed sparingly with deciduous golden 
linear scales ; stipes approximate, up to feet long, a few 
deciduous scales towards the base ; fronds deltoid to deltoid- 
lanceolate, ij feet or more long by nearly 1 foot broad ; rachis 
more or less hairy or nearly glabrous ; pinme many pair (12-27) 
patent, the lower ones generally not at all reduced, or the 
lowest somewhat smaller and deflexed, narrow-linear, acuminate 
•j- inch broad, cut down nearly to the rachis into narrow oblong 
entire lobes, the lower ones, i.c., those nearest the rachis, often 
suddenly reduced in size ; texture papyraceo-membranaceous, vary- 
ing from very hairy to nearly quite glabrous, often furnished 
beneath with golden pubescence in the way of close pressed hairs 
or oblong dots more on the lamina than on the veins ; veins 9-12 
pair, all simple, the lowest pair only anastomosing at a very 
obtuse angle near the costa of the pinna, with a long excurrent 
veinlet ; sori .medial on the veins ; involucre glabrous or hairy. 
Melt. Miq. Ann . Mm. Bot. 231. Hook. Syn. Fit. p. 290. 
Nephrodium procurrens, Clarke, F. N. I. p. 530, in part only N. 
parasiticum var. aureum, Clarke l. c.p. 533. Not Wall. Cat . 349, 
third sheet, as stated in Handbook, that being N. molliusculum. 

Sikkim road from Tonglu {Lcvinge) ; Salim, 2,000 feet alt. 
(Levingc) ; Mongpo, 1,000 feet alt. (Clarke, No. 36,221) ; Nunklow, 
4,000 feet alt. ; Khasia (Clarke, 44,845) ; Nungpo, 1,500 feet alt. ; 
Khasia (Clarke, 40,696) ; Munipor e (Watt) ; Garo and Khasia 
Hills, 800-2,500 feet alt. (Mann, the more glabrous var.) ; Garo 
Hills (Mann, the more hairy var.) 
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This has the venation of moJliusculum, but differs in its 
deltoid form, narrower pinnae, in its lower pinnules being dwarfed 
or uniform in size instead of being enlarged, and in the absence of 
needle-like hairs ; it differs from extensum in the lower anasto- 
mosing veins being straight, anastomosing in a very obtuse angle 
instead of being semicircular and anastomosing at a very acute 
angle at the apex ; the fertile fronds are sometimes on elongated 
stipes ; golden pubescence or golden dots are often present, and it 
has then been called aureum. 

‘5. Nephrodium molliusculum. Wall. Cat. 332. Nephro- 
dium extensum var . microsorum (Clarke). N. microsorum 
(Handbook). N. Hopei (Baker, Ann. Bot. 1891). Also Wall. Cat. 
349, third sheet. 

Dehra Dun, 1,500 feet alt. (Hope) ; Munipore ( Watt) ; Kohima. 
5,000 feet alt. (Clarke as extensum in Linn. Jour, xxy.p. 95.) 

Nephrodium biauritum. (n. sp.) Rhizome wide-creeping, 
about 2 lines thick ; scales few, linear-lanceolate, early deciduous ; 
stipes to ij inches apart, glabrous stramineous 8-9 inches 
long ; fronds narrow oblong or lanceolate, 1-1J feet long by 
5-7 inches broad, pinnate-bipinnatifid the lowest pair of pinnae 
generally slightly reduced in size ; pinnae patent, 14-17, sub- 
opposite pairs rather distant from each other, f-i inch broad, cut 
down half way or three-quarters into lanceolate rather acute 
entire lobes, the lowest superior lobe of the lowest or 2-3 lower 
pinnae produced into a long pinnatifid auricle ; texture firm, 
herbaceous ; above, rachis of pinnae and midrib hairy, the veins 
and lamina with a few minute hairs ; below, rachis and veins 
with rather long white hairs, lamina minutely glandular ; 
veins simple, about 12 pair, excurrent at margins, the lowest pair 
only anastomosing at a very obtuse angle, forming a long narrow 
arch nearly parallel with the rachis, with a long veinlet excurrent 
at the sinus ; sori medial ; indusium small, very fugacious. 

Dubri, Assam plains, Chur lands, subject to inundation. 
(Mann.) It has quite the habit of Gymnogramme aurita, which 
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has probably caused it to be overlooked, though in a well- 
frequented road. In this fern it is the superior lower lobe that is 
enlarged, in the Gymnogramme the inferior, or sometimes both. 

Nephrodium namburense. (//. sp.) Rhizome thin wiry, 
wide-creeping, i-i£ lines in diameter ; stipes distant, up to 12 
inches long ; fronds subdeltoid, about 8-15 inches long by 5J 
broad, generally no reduction of the lower pinnae, but sometimes 
1, rarely 2 lower pair distant and reduced, main rachis densely 
strigose, with curled hair-like scales ; pinnae often few, 3-6 
sometimes 8-10 pair, patent, lanceolate from a square base, which 
is parallel with the rachis, acuminate, £ to f inch broad, cut 
down about £ or less into falcate segments, the lowest -superior 
one often somewhat enlarged, texture herbaceous, glabrous above 
except the costas, and below except the costas and main veins ; 
Veins about 10 pair, all simple, the 3-4 lower (rarely only 2) 
anastomosing, the lowest at a very obtuse angle ; sori medial on 
the veins. 

Assam, on the Nagore road, Nambur Forest, 4 miles from 
Ohgori ; also at Bor-Bheel, Upper Dahing Forest. (G. Mann.) 

Nearest to molle, from which its remarkable rhizome, and 
distant stipes, easily distinguish it, it also differs in its generally 
deltoid form, and very strigose rachis ; its venation readily dis- 
tinguishes it from PROCURRENS. 

8 . Nephrodium aridum. Chamba ( McDonell ). Perak. 
(King, No. 1,025). 

Nephrodium papyraceum. (n. sp.) Rhizome strong, wide 
creeping, £ inch diameter ; stipes distant up to 4 feet long, 
glabrous or nearly so, furnished with a few small distant abortive 
auricles below the frond ; fronds pinnate, 3-4 feet long ; pinnae 
(3—4 of the lower ones suddenly reduced and small) about 1 foot 
long, 1 inch broad, glabrous and shining above except the slightly 
pubescent costa, and below except a slight glandular pubescence 
on the raised veins, papyraceous or papyraceo-coriaceous in texture, 



70 


Ferns of British India and Ceylon. 


brilliant green in colour (even when dried), cut down about 
two-thirds towards the rachis, the narrow interspace being filled 
up with a transparent membrane, lobes oblong, rounded at the 
apex, but with a sudden mucro ; veins about 12 pair, prominent 
above, and raised and very prominent on the underside, the lower 
pair anastomosing at a very obtuse angle below the membrane, 
the pext 5-6 pair anastomose in the membrane ; sori small 
medial. Forked or even pinnate veins are often present in the 
lowest lobes of the pinnae which often anastomose towards the 
margins, and sometimes these forked anastomosing veins appear in 
many of the lobes all along the pinnae. 

Assam, ,Ealipara Forest, Darrang ( Mann)) Nepal ( Wallich , 
Cat . 342 venulosum in part/Kew Herbarium, a name already 
occupied) ; Kullu, Upper Biso Valley ( Trotter } ; near aridum, but 
pinnae of a different texture, much broader and more glabrous, 
it is still nearer callosum ( Bhune ), which, however, has a large 
gland at the base of the pinna?, and often also at the base of the 
main vein of the lobes. 

9. Nephrodium glandulosum. ( Bl .) Rhizome erect ; stipes 
tufted up to 2 feet long, slightly villose ; fronds 1 foot or more 
long, 4-6 inches, rarely more, broad, with 2-9 spreading elliptic- 
oblong, very suddenly pointed pinnae on each side, those of the 
barren fronds the largest often distant, and only 2-3 on a side, 
2-3 inches long, and up to 2 inches broad/ the margin entire 
or slightly lobed, generally quite sessile, rarely slightly petioled, 
the base abruptly truncate and parallel with the main rachis, 
often more or less auricled at the superior margin, texture firm- 
herbaceous, generally somewhat villose on both surfaces, and 
sometimes glandular below ; fertile pinnae about 6 on a side, 
generally considerably contracted, but sometimes the larger uncon- 
tracted pinnae are soriferous ; veinlets 10-12 pair in the larger 
fronds, nearly all anastomosing ; sori medial on each veinlet, 
involucre generally ciliate at the margins, fugacious, the sori 
eventually elongating and meeting, covering the whole of the 
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two veinlets, so as to become quite meniscioid, as sometimes occurs 
in Nephrodium urophyllum, and in the Sumatran Aspidium 
siifolium. 

Perak. {Dr. King's collector , No. 8659, 8660. Day.) 

(Also in Sumatra, Java and Philippines.) 

This fern is not found in N. India, Mr. Clarke’s specimens 
all belonging to pennigerum. Nephrodium asperum of Blume, 
united with this in the Synopsis and in Kew Herbarium, is 
Nephrodium urophyllum with the involucres more persistent than 
usual ; Nephrodium lineatum {Bl.) ) also referred here by the 
Kew authorities, is a well-marked species described below. 

Nephrodium lineatum. ( Bl. ) Rhizome erect ; stipe 12- 
20 inches long, of fertile frond often much elongated ; fronds 
pinnate, the fertile generally contracted, about 1 foot long by 
3-5 J inches broad, pinnae 12-14 pair ; sessile with a truncate base 
parallel with the rachis, somewhat auricled at the upper base and 
sometimes at the lower, J-f inch broad, lanceolate, the apex 
gradually attenuated and acuminate, margins generally more or 
less crenated, particularly towards the apex, but sometimes quite 
entire, sterile pinnae opposite or alternate, sometimes very close 
and overlapping, fertile pinnae often distant ; texture herbaceous ; 
rachis strigose, surfaces nearly glabrous but glandular, veins 
3-5 pair all anastomosing, sori soom confluent and becoming 
meniscioid ; involucres not very fugacious, often setose or glandu- 
lar. BL En . Fil. Jav. p. 144. N. affine, Bl. L c. 1 18, typical 
specimen at Kew. 

Perak, sea level. {Day. Scortechini. King ) No. 497.) 

(Also in Java.) 

This is the fern published by me in the List of Mr. Day’s 
Perak ferns, Jour. Bot. 1887, as “ Stegnogramme aspidioides var., 
with fertile fronds contracted, perhaps a new species.” Scortechini 
originally sent it under the name of Meniscium auriculatum 
{Scort.) } which he, however, subsequently altered to Stegno- 
gramme aspidioides. I have now examined better specimens 
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which clearly show the involucres, and I find that it is Blume’s 
lineatum, included at Kew under glandulosum, to which it is 
somewhat allied in its meniscioid tendency, but differs by its 
more numerous, narrower and tapering pinnae, it has an entirely 
different habit the sterile fronds having the aspect of a Polybotrya. 

io. Nephrodium: urophyllum. The synonym of Asp. 
lineatum (Bl.) must be omitted here. N. lineatum, Hook. Sp. 
Fil.y is partly this fern and* partly Blume’s plant. N. lineatum, 
Bedd. F. N. I. tab. cxxxiii., is this plant. 

Meniscium cuspidatum must be entered here as a synonym 
( vide remarks under that species), or as a meniscioid variety ; the 
form of tliat fern with very red stipe and rachis (called rubens 
by Clarke), which is the extreme meniscioid variety, is also found 
in Fiji. 

I refer here Nephrodium asperum ( Blume)y which is made -a 
synonym of N. glandulosum in the Syn. Fil . ; it appears to me 
only to differ in having the involucre much more prominent 
and the margins more serrated ; I have the same fern from 
Khasia, collected by Oldham, figured at tab. cxxxii., F. B. /., 
as glandulosum, but afterwards referred to urophyllum in Hand- 
book ; I may be wrong in referring it here, and it may have 
to stand under Blume’s name, but in any case it is more allied 
to urophyllum than to glandulosum, and it is found in the 
Khasia Hills as well as in Java, typical glandulosum not being 
known from Northern India. 

Var. Pinwillei. Pinnae lanceolate, very broad in the middle, 
considerably attenuated at both ends, often long caudate at the 
apex, margins rather sharply serrated. GoniopterisJ Pinwillei, 
Bakery Ann. Bot. v. 46. 

Malacca ( Pinwill .) ; Perak (Day). In my List of Mr. Day’s 
plants I referred this to Meniscium cuspidatum ; in some of Mr. 
Day’s specimens the pinnae are singularly like the leaves of the 
Spanish chestnut ; this serrated variety is also found in Borneo, 
Aneitium, Sulu, and Hong-Kong. 
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11. Nephrodium moulmeinense. The rhizome is creeping, 
specimens lately received in very young state show ciliated 
involucres on almost all the sori. Mr. Mann sends very fine 
specimens from the Nambur Forest in Assam, with the pinnae 
2J inches broad. — Wall . Cat . 300. Polypodium lineatum is a 
mixture of this species and the next (costatum). 

12. Nephrodium costatum. The rhizome is sometimes 
creeping, sometimes erect ; gathered by Mr. Clarke in the Jawi 
Valley, Cashmir, 4,000 feet alt. 

13. Nephrodium Arbuscula.— 1 The fronds sometimes attain 
3 feet in length. 

Nephrodium larutense. (n. sp.) Stipe 8-12 inches long 
furnished with very regular auricles below the pinnae, densely 
villous with short hairs, as is the rachis ; fronds 2-3 feet long, 
pinnae 10-12 inches long by i^inch broad, finely acuminate at the 
apex, broadly truncate at base, only cut down about % towards the 
costa into short subfalcate lobes, texture herbaceous, colour very 
deep green ; above, the costa midrib veins and lamina hairy ; 
below, costa midrib and veins hairy, the lamina furnished with 
minute resinous dots ; veins about 10 pair, much ascending, the 
5-6 lower pair anastomosing ; sori medial, indusium elongated, 
didymochlaenoid hairy. 

Perak. (Day. Dr. King's collector , Nos. 830 and 2,398.) 
Incorrectly referred by me to saggittaefolium in my catalogue of 
Mr. Day’s plants. This will be placed in Mesochlaena by those 
who keep up that genus. 

14. Nephrodium pennigerum. (Hook, in parti) 

The typical plant, which occurs in N. India, S. India 
and Ceylon, has no reduction of the lower pinnae and no 
auricles, 5-8 pair of veins anastomose, except in contracted 
fertile pinnae, and the rhizome is often, if not always, more or less 
creeping. In the description in the Handbook , instead of 
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“ generally with the lower pinnae more or less reduced, sometimes 
not so,” insert no reduction of lower pinnae and no auricles , and 
omit from the synonyms Neph. pennigerum, BL ; multili- 
neatum, Wall. Cat 353 ; and pennigerum var. multilineatum 
Clarke (the 1st being multilineatum, Wall. ; the 2nd, multili- 
neatum partly and truncatum partly ; the 3rd, evolutum), 

, Darrang in Assam {Mann), Sylhet ( Griffith) ), Burkul and 
Kaslong in Chittagong ( Clarke , No. 8,276), Jirie Ghat, Munipore, 
300 feet alt. ( Clarke , No. 42,581), Wynad, Malabar {Henderson, 
fronds 8 feet long). The Ceylon specimen referred to abortivum 
in the Synopsis Filicum is this species. 

In the Herbarium of the Nat. Hist. Museum there is a 
specimen, collected in Mysore by Buchanan, with the pinnae 
elongato-triangular, the apical portion being much contracted 
and in seed, the lower portion broad and sterile ; at Kew . a 
similar form, collected in Chittagong ; in South Indian examples 
often some portions or one side of a pinna only, will be contracted 
and fertile. Mr. Mann sends both the contracted and uncon- 
tracted varieties from Assam. 

Both in the Species Filicum and in the Synopsis the descrip- 
tion of this fern includes multilineatum Wall., a South Malay 
peninsula fern, of a different texture and colour, with a stipe fur- 
nished with very regular auricles, which has lately been gathered 
copiously by Scortechini, Day, King and others. 

Var. malayense. More herbaceous in texture, pinme cut 
down rather deeper, only 2-3 lower pair of veins anastomosing, 
surfaces rather densely covered on both sides (veins and lamina) 
with short hairs. 

Perak. {Scortechini. Day. King, No. 2,360.) Tenasserim 
{Parish). 

Nephrodium polycarpum. {BL) Mesochlccna poly car pa, 
Handbook. 

Perak. {Day.) Mr. Day collected two forms of this, one with 
the pinnae £-f inch broad ; the other with them ij inch broa d 
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the veinlets often forked and even pinnate, and occasionally 
anastomosing towards the margins ; both are very hairy on both 
sides, densely resino-punctate below on the lamina. If distinct as 
varieties (which I doubt), the former is the type, and to it belongs 
Wall . Cat 348, multijugum, 1 si sheet in Linnean Herb, (the 2nd 
sheet being extensum), and Wall. Cat . 354, canescens, 1st sheet 
only. The broader variety has been described by Mr. Baker as 
Nephrodium microchlamys, Jour. Lin . Soc. Bot. xv. 107, from 
Little Kei Island, and as Lastrea microchlamys by De Vreisse. 

Dr. King’s collectors have since collected both forms, No. 371 
the narrow form, No. 557 the broad form. 

Mesochlaena villosa ( Wall.) in the Kew Herb, is only the 
apex of a frond, collected in Northern India by Hooker and 
Thomson, 4-5 pair of veins anastomose ; it is probably an un- 
described Nephrodium. 

Nephrodium amboixense. (Brest.) Rhizome erect or some- 
what creeping ; fronds with the short stipe about 2 feet long, 
rarely more; pinnne 7-25, the lower ones very gradually de- 
creasing in size and reduced to mere auricles, often sagittate or 
butterfly-shaped, the others rather close, alternate, or opposite, 
2-3 inches long by f-f inches broad, sometimes long caudate, 
quite entire, or with shallow crenatures or lobes, glabrous on both 
sides except the costa above, or rarely the costa and costules 
beneath slightly pilose; texture thin, papyraceous; veins 
generally 5-6, rarely 7-8 on a side ; 2-3 lower pair anastomose ; 
sori medial on the veins. Nephr. latipinna (Booh.) of the Syn . 
Fit. belongs here ; it has been collected by Dr. King in Perak 
(No. 8,800), quite running into this species. 

Ceylon ; Birma, Thaliya Zaik, Atharan River (Parish) ; 
Bhotan ( Griffith ); Concan (Laid) ; Mergui (Wight) ; Kusalong, 
Chittagong (Clarke) ; Nambur Forest (Mann), rhizome erect. 
Dambu, Garo Hills, 1,000 feet alt. (Mann), rhizome shortly 
creeping. 

(Also in Borneo and Philippines.) 
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15. Nephrodium molle. Typical molle is always more or 
less shortly pilose on both sides, and of soft texture, never papy- 
raceous ; in some forms the lowest or two lower pinnae are only a 
little reduced and deflexed ; in others several pair, rarely more 
than three or four, are more or less reduced in size and distant 
from the others, but there is never a reduction to mere auricles, 
such forms belonging to the next variety, or to amboinense ; the 
rhizome is generally erect, but occasionally decidedly creeping, 
but not to the same extent as those in the first section. 

Var. major. Rhizome erect, or somewhat creeping ; fronds 
very large, often 4-5 feet high, 8-12 inches broad ; pinnae very 
numerous, the lower ones generally gradually reduced to butterfly- 
like auricles down to the base of the stipe, more glabrous than 
type, often quite glabrous except the costa above ; pinnae cut 
down way towards the rachis; veins 7-8, the 2-3 lower pair 
anastomosing ; sori medial generally on all the veins except the 
1-2 apical ones. 

Travancore and Tinnevelly Hills ; Mussoorie, 5,500 feet alt. 
{Hope) ; Nynee Tal. (Dyas) ; Ceylon (Wall.) ; Singapore (Wall. 
Cat. 352, 2 nd sheet , Linn. Herb.). 

(Also in Sumatra, Herb. Nat. Hist. Mus.) 

Mr. Hope considers this a well-marked fern, and says that it 
is subarborescent, and of a brilliant green colour ; his specimens 
have quite an erect caudex ; Mr. Wall’s Ceylon specimens, how- 
ever, have a decidedly creeping root ; at Kew it has generally 
been put in the amboinense bundle, though some specimens have 
been placed in molle and some in procurrens ; it never has the 
texture of amboinense , and the pinnae are deeper cut ; it is a most 
marked fern when fully auricled nearly down to the base of the 
stipe, but I find this is not always constant, as I have specimens, 
which run molle rather close. 

Nephrodium evolutum. (n. sp.) Rhizome strong, erect or 
sub-erect j fronds up to 3-4 feet or more long, of which the stipe 
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is about 1 foot ; pinnae sessile or shortly stalked, generally distant, 
7-12 on each side, the 2-3 lower ones generally very distant, 
suddenly reduced and small, or auricle-like, the upper ones 5-7 
inches long by i-2f inches broad, texture papyraceous, the 
margins shortly lobed, the lobes about % of the distance to the 
costa, rounded but sometimes apiculate, perfectly glabrous on 
both sides, except the costa above ; veins 8-1 1 on each side, the 
3-6 lower pair anastomosing, either joining the opposite vein or 
alternate with it, and joining the spurious costule ; sori medial, 
or rather below the middle of the veins. Nephrodium penni- 
gerum var. multilineatum, Clarke , F. N. I. 532 (Nos. 43,103, 
19,678, 19,884, 19,898.) N. amboinense var. evolutum, Clarke, 
Jour . Linn . Soc. Bot. xxiv. 417 (Nos. 44,509, 44,528, 44,534), 
N. amboinense, Clarke, Jour. Linn . Soc. xxv. 95 (No. 40,852). 

Shillong, 3,500 feet alt. and Tura, Garo Hills, 4,000 feet alt. ; 
Natnbre Forest, Assam ; Neechoogard, Naga Hills, 500 feet alt. 
(Clarke). Below Shillong, 4,500 feet, Khasia (Mann), Burkul, 
Chittagong (Clarke). 

In both this and molle var. major, the veins of the 
lowest pinnules (i.e. the ones nearest the main rachis) are occa- 
sionally forked and anatomose towards the margins ; this, how- 
ever, occurs in several other species. This is a well-marked fern, 
distinguished by its very papyraceous texture and its * broad 
distant pinnae. The Java specimen in the amboinense bundle at 
Kew, with which Mr. Clarke compares it (Jour . Linn. Soc. xxv. 
95), is only the apex of a frond, very distinct from this, probably 
Arbuscula ; with critical Nephrodiums it is absolutely necessary 
for determination to have the whole frond and stipe, also the 
rhizome if possible. 

Evolutum vXr. /3. Rhizome creeping, pinnae narrower than 
in the type and more rigid in texture. Nephrodium procurrens 
var. microlobum ( Clarke , Linn. Soc. Jour. xxiv. p . 416). 

KopiliHot Springs, N. Cachar Hills, 1,000 feet alt. ( G . Mann), 
Nambe Forest, Assam ( Clarke , No. 40,811) ; perhaps a distinct 
species. I have only seen two specimens. 
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16. Nephrodium crixipes. Perak. ( Scortechim . King, No. 
7,126.) In King’s specimens, which are very large, the stipe is 
covered with very large patent scales ; they were collected 
between 3,000 and 3,500 feet alt. 

17. Nephrodium ferox. Perak. 3,000-4,000 feet alt. (Day, 
King') 

18. Nephrodium truncatum. Add as synonym abortivum 
Mett t. 19. fig . 5-7 (see type specimen at Kew). Omit the 
synonym of multilineatum, Wall. Cat. 353, 3 rd sheet from Sin- 
gapore, but the other sheets belong here. 

Nephrodium sakayexse. (Zeiller.) 3-4 feet high, stipes 
densely tufted ; fronds oval -lanceolate, pinnate ; rachis channelled 
above and there clothed with hair-like scales and a few larger 
scales ; pinnae linear-lanceolate acuminate, 8-10 inches long by 
about | inch broad, cut down more than J into rounded some- 
what falcate obscurely crenulated lobes, which are furnished on 
the veins above with whitish needle-like hairs, glabrous but 
finely glandular below ; veins 8-1 1 pair, the three lower pair 
anastomosing, the lowest at a very obtuse angle with a long 
excurrent veinlet ; sori very small, basal on the 4-5 lower veins ; 
indusium fugacious. Zeiller , Bull. Bot . Soc. France , vol. xxxii.p. 74. 

In the Sakaye country, valley of the Kiang River, near the 
Riam Mountain, Perak. I have only seen two pinnae ; the 
description is partly taken from Zeiller’s ; it is only the lowest 
pair of veins that anastomose with each other, the next two pair 
anastomose with the spurious vein formed by the membrane 
filling up the lower part of the sinus. 

Nephrodium heterocarpon. (Bl.) Rhizome strong 
erect ; stipes tufted, 1-2 feet long, slender, villose ; fronds 2-3 
feet long, 8-I4 inches broad, the fertile often contracted and 
sometimes with elongated stipes ; pinnae 5-6 inches long, f inch 
broad, cut down £ or half towards rachis into linear oblong 
subfalcate or truncated entire lobes, lower pinnae abruptly dwarfed 
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or only represented by glands; texture coriaceo-herbaceous, 
racbis villose, and under surface glandular, the veins above often 
with a few long white hairs ; veinlets 8-10 (in the contracted 
fertile only five), the lowest pair only anastomosing, with an ex- 
current veinlet, all more or less strigose beneath as is the partial 
rachis ; sori medial, or sometimes near the base of the veinlets. 
Syn. FiL 293 ; Bl. FiL Jav. p. 155. 

Malacca in ditches ( Pinwill ), Malay Peninsula (Sir W, Norris ). 
Perak, 2,500-3,000 feet alt. ( King , No. 6,345). Singapore, Green 
Hill (Hullett). 

Nephrodtum tectum. (Wall.) Rhizome strong erect ; 
stipes densely tufted ; fronds deltoid or somewhat lanceolate, 
12-15 inches long, 6-7 inches broad ; pinnae cut down f’s or 
more towards the rachis into entire slightly falcate segments, 
lowest pinnae scarcely or not at all reduced, but gradually deflexed 
or the 2-3 lower pair rather suddenly reduced and much deflexed, 
but not distant from the others ; texture firm herbaceous, costa 
midrib and lamina on both sides rather densely covered with 
long white needle-like hairs ; veins 7-8 pair the lowest only 
anastomosing at a very obtuse angle (as in procurrens) with a 
long excurrent veinlet ; sori on nearly all the veins, or often 
confined to the lowest pair nearly apical ; indusium often very 
hairy. Wall. Cat. 394 and Cat. 354 in part pasted down, with 
the apex of a frond of another species of the genus — Nephrodium 
molle var. didymosorum. {Parish.) Handbook , 279. (Rhizome 
incorrectly described.) 

Singapore (Wallich) ; Tenasserim (Parish) ; Perak {King, Nos. 
1,205 and 8,757). 

One of King’s examples has the rhizome, which is erect 
and strong, and quite' unlike that of procurrens ; the venation is 
that of procurrens (not of molle) only there are fewer veins. 
Wallich’s and Parish’s specimens are quite deltoid ; King’s have 
generally 2—3 of the lower pinnse reduced and deflexed, but I 
believe they belong to the same species. 
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Nephrodium glaucostipes. (n. sj > .) Stipes scaly at the 
base, glaucous as is the main racbis ; fronds 3-4 feet long, pin- 
nate, the lower pinnae very gradually reduced in size, becoming at 
first small and hastate or semihastate, and at length mere auricles 
down to almost the base of the stipe ; central pinnae 5-6 inches 
long, £ to | inches broad, cut down half way into oblong rounded 
lobes* rather papyraceous in texture, glabrous on both sides, 
costa above minutely villose, below quite glabrous ; veins 
about 10 pair, the two lower anastomosing ; sori medial, all the 
veins being soriferous. 

LaVut, Perak, 300-400 feet alt. ( King's collector , No. 2,046) 
near heterocarpon. 

Nephrodium perakense. (Bedd.) Caudex small, erect ; 
stipes slender, villous; fronds pinnate, 12-14 inches long, 2-5 
inches broad, oblong-lanceolate, central pinnae the largest, lower 
ones gradually reduced to saggitate auricles, pinnae 1J-2J inches 
long by f-J inch broad, cut down about half way to the rachis into 
close, rather pointed lobes, texture softly herbaceous ; veins 4-5 
on each side, simple, the lower pair anastomosing with a long 
excurrent veinlet ; stipes, rachis and both sides of the frond 
copiously furnished with long whitish soft hairs ; sori near the 
apex of the veins. Bedd . Jour . of Bot. 1888, 4. Lastrea pera- 
kensis, Baker , Ann. Bot . 1891. 

Perak, Birch’s Hill, 4,000 feet alt. on exposed rocks {Day). 
In outline similar to Lastrea Beddomei, but of a very soft texture 
and densely hairy. 

Nephrodium multiline atum. {Wall.) Rhizome erect ; 
stipes furnished with a few lanceolate scales at the base ; fronds 
3 feet or more long, 1 \ feet broad, pinnate, gradually dwindling 
down nearly to the base of the stipe into small rounded 
auricles (as in Arbuscula) ; pinnae sessile or shortly petioled, 1 inch 
broad, very acuminate at the apex, base truncated, the margins 
cut down only about towards the costa into rounded lobes, 
very finely villose on the costa and veins, otherwise glabrous 
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on both sides ; veins about seven pair, of which 5-6 anasto- 
mose ; sori medial, involucre persistent. Wall . Cat 353, 3 rd 
sheet , in Linn. Herb ., also in Kew Herb, as far as the Penang 
plant is concerned. Mett . Farugatt, p . 108. Nephr. mego- 
phyllum, Met . Mag. Mus. Bot. 233, not multilineatum (Mett), 
which is aridum. Nephrodium pennigerum (BL). 

Penang Hill and Perak ( Wallich, Day. King , No. 1,831) ; 
Assam (Mann). This is the Nephrodium eminens in my list 
of Mr. Day’s Perak plants, but not Mr. Baker’s species. 
Wallich’s sheet of the Penang fern (not showing the base of 
the frond or the auricles) was referred by Sir W. Hooker in 
his Sp . Fit and also in the Syn. Fil. to pennigerum. Other 
examples from the Malay Peninsula, Java, &c., are put into 
truncatum at Kew ; it differs from both in its very prominent 
auricles, cutting, and venation. The pinnae in Mann’s Assam 
plant are rather deeper cut than in the Malay fern, and only 
3-4 veins anastomose, so I may be wrong in referring it here. 

(Also in Java and Sumatra, the Sumatran specimens more 
pubescent than those from the Malay Peninsula and Java.) 

4. Nephrolepis acuta. Perak sea level. {Day . King , 

No. 165 and 4,955.) Fronds 10 feet long, pinnae 8-9 inches long. 

6. Nephrolepis davallioides. (Kze.) “Caudex short, 
stoloniferous ; stipes tufted, 1 foot or more long, scaly towards 
the base ; fronds narrow lanceolate drooping, 2-3 feet long, 1 
foot or more broad ; lower pinnae barren, 3-8 inches long, J-i inch 
broad ; the apex acuminate, the edge inciso-crenate to a depth of 1 
line or less ; fertile pinnae narrower, the lobes deeper and bear- 
ing each a single sorus at the point ; texture sub-coriaceous ; 
rachis furfuraceous, both sides nearly naked ; involucre reniform.” 
Hook. Syn . Fil. p. 302. Ophioglossum acuminatum (Hout.) 

Perak, 3,000-5,000 feet alt. (Day. Scortechini. King , Nos. 
6,325, and 5,007 a form or variety with the fertile pinnae not 
contracted.) 

(Also in Java.) 
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1. Oleandra nertiformis. Perak, 5,000 feet alt. (. Day , 
Scortechini.) 

2. Oleandra mus^folia. Perak. ( Scortechini .) 

3. Oleandra Wallichii. Simla, Mussoorie, Garhwal ; 
Kohima, 6,000 feet 

4 Oleandra Cumlngii. West Munipore. 


TRIBE X .—POLYPODIES. 

1. Phegopteris Scottii. 'This is probably only an exinvolu- 
crate variety of Lastrea hirtipes. Clarke’s Nephrodium hirtipes 
var. exinvolucrata,yb//r. Linn . Soc. xxv. p. 93, has the pinnae of 
hirtipes, not the short ovate ones of Scottii (type). 

5A. Phkgoptkris hexagoxopterum. ( Michx .) Rhizome 
wide-creeping; stipes 12-18 inches long, slender, stramineous, 
naked, glossy ; fronds 8-12 inches long, nearly as broad, deltoid ; 
lower pinnae 4-6 inches long, the lowest pair deflexed, often 
2 inches broad ; the pinnules reaching down nearly to the rachis, 
those of the lower side i-i£ inches long, pinnatifid half-way down, 
with broad blunt lobes ; texture thinly herbaceous, under side 
slightly villose ; veinlets pinnate in the lobes ; sori marginal. 
Hook . Syn. FiL 309. 

Zanscar, north of Simla. (Dr. Watt.) 

(Also Canada, southwards to Florida.) 

5. Phegopteris distans. fk Iso in China and Formosa.) 

7. Phegopteris dryopteris. (Also in Afghanistan.) 

7A. Phegopteris Davidi. (Franchet.) Rhizome ? stipes 
canaliculate, about 1 inch long, furnished, with ovate-lanceolate 
canaliculate scales ; fronds subcoriaceous, intensely green, 
opaque, lanceolate, attenuated below, bipinnatifid, 6-10 inches 
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long, 2^—4 inches broad ; rachis sparingly furnished with 
minute scales ; pinnae lanceolate, patent, or slightly ascending, 
sessile, cut down nearly to the rachis into ovate, rounded, crenate, 
or bicrenate segments ; veins pinnate, veinlets forked ; sori 
ovate or rotundate, 4-8 to each lobe on the middle of the veins, 
half way between midrib and margin. Franchct PL David 11 . 

Moupine, in mountain woods. Habit of the European 
Phegopteris alpestre, but texture thicker, the pinnae closer, and 
the sori larger. 

9A. Phegopteris manipurensis. ( Bedd .) Rhizome erect ; 
stipes up to 20 inches or more long, densely furnished with 
large, broad, lanceolate, acuminate, membranaceous, pale brown 
scales ; fronds ij feet or more long by 16 inches broad, deltoid- 
lanceolate or deltoid-ovate, tripinnate, with the tertiary pinnae 
pinnatifid ; rachises furnished with ferruginous, curled, many- 
jointed, hair-like scales, the main one somewhat flexuose ; pinnae 
erecto-patent, about 3 inches broad, the lowest ones as large or 
nearly as large as the next above, with their lower secondary 
pinnae generally more or less produced ; secondary pinnae |-f 
inch broad ; tertiary pinnae from a broad sessile base pinnatifid 
nearly half way down, with a square or somewhat rounded, 
deeply-serrated apex ; texture herbaceous, both sides furnished 
with hair-like scales, similar to those on the /achis ; sori 
generally one to each ultimate segment, medial, apical, or nearly 
apical on the lower veinlets. Bcdd. Jour, of BoL 1888, 235. 

Sirohiparar, 6,000-7,000 feet alt. ; Manipur (Dr. Watt) ; 
Mairang, Khasia Hills, 5,000 feet alt. (Mann) ; Nepal ( Wallich 
Cat . 322, 2nd sheet). 

Very similar in habit to Lastrea scabrosa, from which it 
differs in its indumentum and the shape of the tertiary pinnules ; 
the lower secondary pinnules of the lowest pair of pinnae are 
sometimes not at all produced, and never so much so as in 
Lastrea scabrosa ; there is no trace of any indusium in the 
youngest examples. Lastrea scabrosa is also, I believe, a true 
Phegopteris. 
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9B. Phegopteris laserpitiifolia, (Scort.) u Stipes tufted, 
fine, stramineous, 12-16 inches long, scaly downwards, naked 
above ; fronds as long, deltoid-ovate, tripinnate ; rachis glabrous ; 
pinnae numerous, lowest 4-6 inches long by 2-3 inches broad ; 
secondary pinnae 1-2 inches by f-i inch, those on the lower side 
of the rachis the largest, naked on both sides, shining above ; 
pinnules ovate-oblong, rounded, J-f inch long ; base unequal, 
obliquely truncate on the lower side, broadly lobed on the 
margin ; veins pinnate in each lobule, not reaching the edge ; 
sori terminal, large, 1-2 on the lowest superior veinlet of each 
lobe. . Habit of Asplenium laserpitiifolium {Mett), except that 
the stipes are longer, the pinnules larger and not imbricate ; its 
position is near P. Hasseltii. *Bedd. Jour. of Bot.vol. 25, 1887, 

A 3 * 4 - 

Perak. ( Scortechini . King, No. 2,208) 

ix. Phegopteris Kingi. (n. sp) Caudex ? fronds large 
tripinnate-quadripinnatifid, pinnae about feet long ; secondary 
pinnae about 4 inches long by 1 J inches broad, cut down almost or 
quite to the rachis into oblong or obovate-oblong, rather deeply 
lobed segments, nearly ^ inch long by about £ inch broad, glabrous 
on both sides except a few weak setae chiefly on the veins, 
membranaceous and rather flaccid in texture ; veins forked ; sori 
medial at the fork. 

Larut, Perak, 1,000-1500 feet alt. {King' s collectors, No. 2,250) ; 
it may be a Lastrea, but I have not been able to detect any trace 
of involucres. 

2. Dictyopteris tenerifkoxs. This delicate little species 
Mr. Parish informs me, grows on limestone hills near Moulmein, 
appearing only in the rains. 

3. Dictyopteris chattagramica. {Clarke) Is only a 
synonym of Pleocnemia membranifolia. 

5. Dictyopteris polycarpa. I have never seen this species ; 
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it is not represented at Kew, or probably in any herbarium in 
England. 

6. Dictyopteris heterosora. Omit this species, it being 
Aspidium v a stum. 

4. Dictyopteris difformis. Perak, sea level. {Day. King.) 

1. Polypodium parasiticum. The rhizome is generally 
creeping, though sometimes erect ; the fronds are sometimes 
quite glabrous, at least in age. 

4. Polypodium Wallii. Dr. Trimen has named this in his 
systematic catalogue of Ceylon plants u pilosiusculum ” {Hook.) 
That, however, is a Java fern, only known to Sir W. Hooker by 
Blume’s fig. {Fil. Jav . tab. 46, fig. 2), which, though in outline 
very like the small parasiticum, must be very distinct, as it has 
pinnate veins with 3-4 branches. Thwaites’ MS. name on the 
specimens at Kew is parasiticum var. latiusculum. It may be a 
variety of No. 1, but as it is so very much larger and more 
coriaceous, and as there are no intermediates, as far as I know, I 
think it may be considered distinct. 

2. Polypodium subevexosum. Perak. {Scortcchini.) 

5. Polypodium hirtellum. Perak. {Scortcchini.) 

(Also in China.) 

5A. Polypodium universe. {Baker) Densely tufted ; fronds 
simple sessile, rigidly coriaceous, linear, i|-2 inches long, 
inch broad above the middle, narrowed gradually to the base, 
furnished with deciduous brown hairs, midrib distinct ; veins 
immersed, hidden ; sori oblong crowded, uniseriate, confined to 
the upper part of the frond, where they fill up the whole of the 
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space between the midrib and margin. Baker , Ann. Bot . , 
vol. v., 464. 

Penang. (Curtis.) 

5B. PoLYPomuM adspersum. (Bl) Rhizome creeping, 
squamose, scales ovate, oblong, acuminate, entire yellowish, 
deciduous ; fronds subsessile, linear, 3-7 inches long, inch 
broad, above sparingly nigro-punctate, coriaceous, glabrous ; 
veins inconspicuous, once forked not reaching the margin, the 
upper fork short ; sori subrotuud (or oblong when young) on the 
upper shorter veinlet parallel with and near the costa. Bl. En. 
Fit. Jav. 

Singapore, Lobb. (In Moore s Herbarium .) 

(Also in Java.) 

5c. Polypodium setigerum. (Bl) “ Stipes densely tufted, 
clothed with long soft-spreading ferruginous hairs, 2-3 inches 
long; fronds 8-12 inches long, f inch broad, the point acute, 
the lower part narrowed rather suddenly, the edge entire ; texture 
subcoriaceous, both sides thinly clothed with long soft hairs, like 
the stem ; veins pinnate ; sori round, in long rows close to the 
midrib.” Hook. Syn. Fil.p. 320. 

Singapore. (In Moore's Herbarium) 

(Also in Java.) 

50. Polypodium subpinnatifidum. (Bl.) u Fronds tufted, 
subsessile, 4-6 inches long, 2 lines broad, attenuated at the base, 
cut down nearly to the rachis into lobes the upper edge of which 
is nearly straight and horizontal, and the lower very oblique ; 
texture subcoriaceous, both sides naked ; veins forked, the upper 
branch bearing a solitary sorus on each lobe.” Hook . Syn. 
EH. 334. 

Malay Peninsula ; Gounong Korbou. (M.J. de Morgan) 

(Also in Java and Sandwich Islands.) 
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7. Polypodium coknigerum. Perak. Mount Idjo, 5,000 feet 
alt. {Day, Scortechini) 

8. Polypodium cucu llatum. Perak. ( Scortechini . 

No. 6,972.) 

(Also in New Guinea and Fiji.) 

8a. Polypodium streptophyllum. {Baker) u Densely 
tufted ; stipe scarcely any ; frond linear, 3-4 inches long by 
i inch broad, cut down to the rachis into many ligulate, entire 
slightly twisted, adnate, contiguous pinnae J of a line broad, with 
a single medial nerve, and a single superficial sorus at the tip ; 
firm in texture, green and glabrous on both surfaces ; lower pinnae 
gradually reduced in size.” Baker, Jour. BoL 1879, 42. 

Singapore. (Mnrton.) Near cucullatum, but fully pinnate 
with apical sori. 

9. Polypodium khasyanum Perak, 4,000 feet alt. {Day, 
Scortechini.) 

10. POLYFODIUM TKICHOMAXOIDES. Jakpho, Naga Hills, 
9,000 feet alt. {Clarke.) 

(Also mountains of Mozambique, 5,000 feet alt.) 

ioa. Polypodium TRiAXGULARE. {Scortechini.) Rhizome 
erect, short, covered with scales ; fronds tufted, subsessile, linear, 
attenuated at both ends, 6-8 inches by J inch, thick, coriaceous, 
glabrous, whitish beneath, cut down to the rachis into thick 
distichous triangular segments, which are obtuse when barren, 
and acute when fertile, convex above, flat on the lower surface ; 
veins hidden, sori sunk in a deep pit towards the apex of the 
superior triangular segments, the lamina on both sides at the apex 
being folded inwards. Bcdd. in Jour . But., 1887, vol, xxv., 
p. 324 with fig. 

Perak, Mount Idjo, 5,000 feet ait. {Scortechini, Day, 
King.) 
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14. Polypodium fuscatum. Perak, 3,000-4,000 feet alt. 
(Day, Scorteehini.) The Ceylon locality must be omitted, the 
species not being found in that island. 

(Also in Sumatra.) 

15. Polypodium nutans. (BL) Rhizome short, creeping; 
stipes and rachis puberulous ; fronds linear-lanceolate, deeply 
pinnatifid, subcoriaceous, glabrous, or slightly pilose, segments 
alternate, linear, obtuse, entire, the lower ones triangular ; veins 
simple, inconspicuous; sori not sunk, medial on the veins in a 
single' row between the costa and the margin. BL FiL Jav . 188, 
t. 66. Near obliquatum, but sori not immersed ; scales of the 
caudex loosely imbricate, elongato-linear, setaceo-acuminate, long- 
ciliate ; fronds 5-14 inches long, ^-1} inches broad, segments 
subhorizontai or erecto-patent, dotted underneath. 

Malacca, Mount Ophir, on trees. (Moore's Herb.) 

(Also in Java.) 

17. Polypodium subfalcatum. Perak, 3,000-4,000 feet ait. 
(Day. Scortc chim\ ) 

Polypodium vulgare. (L.) u Rhizome stout, the scales 
bright ferruginous, stipes 2-4 inches long, firm erect stramineous ; 
fronds 6-12 inches long, 3-6 inches broad, cut down nearly or 
quite to the rachis into close entire or slightly toothed usually 
blunt pinnae inch broad ; texture herbaceous or subcoriaceous, 
both sides naked ; veinlets pinnate ; sori large, uniserial.” Hook. 
Syn. Fil.p. 334. 

Thibet. (Father David) 

(Also throughout Europe, the Azores, Madeira, Japan, Cape 
Colony. N. America — Sitka southward to California and the 
north of America.) 


Polypodium papillosum. (Bl.) “ Rhizome stout, wide- 

creeping scaly ; stipes 4-6 inches long, erect, slender, rigid 
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naked ; fronds 1 foot or more long, 2 inches broad, cut down to 
the rachis into close horizontal, almost entire, 01 faintly crenated 
pinnae, 2-3 lines broad ; texture papyraceo-herbaceous ; rachis and 
both surfaces naked ; veins black, distinct, once forked ; sori in 
rows near the edge, deeply immersed, the cavity prominent on the 
upper side.” Hook . Syn. Fit 332, 2 cent t 46. 

Perak, 3,000 feet alt. {Scoriechini. Day . King, Nos. 1,994 
and 7,206. 

(Also in Java and Philippines.) 

Polypodium tenuisectum. {Bt) “ Stipe tufted, short, 
wiry, 1 -2 inches long, clothed with soft spreading hairs ; fronds 
6-9 inches long, if-2 inches broad ; pinnae close, 2 lines broad, 
cut down to a narrow rachis into linear very regular erecto-patent 
lobes ; texture subcoriaceous, rachis erect straight villose, both 
sides naked ; veinlets simple, immersed 1 to each lobe ; sori 
much broader than the lobes, placed at their base.” Hook. Syn. 
Fit 338. 

Perak, 4,000 feet alt. ( Day , Scoriechini.) 

(Also in Java.) 

1. Goniophlebium amgenum. Simla and Kullu ( Trotter ) ; 
Chumba ( McDonnell ). 

(Also in China.) 

Mr. C. B. Clarke has gathered a variety of this in Khasia 
with the fronds furnished with copious short pubescence on the 
under surface, which he calls var. pilosa. Jour. Linn. Soc. xxiv., 
p. 417. 


1 a. Goniophlebium yttnanense. {Franchet.) Rhizome stout, 
creeping, densely covered with closely imbricated scales, the 
fibrous roots also furnished with hair-like scales, stipes 4—5 inches 
long, pinkish, nearly glabrous ; fronds 8-12 inches long by 
4-5 inches broad at base, deltoid-lanceolate, cut down nearly to 
the rachis into lanceolate, acuminate, obscurely crenated pinnae, 
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half an inch broad, sparingly hairy on both sides, rachis and costas 
with lanceolate, hair-pointed scales, areolae and sori in a single 
series. Franchct , Bull. Soc . Bot. France , 1885. 

Yunan, Mao-kou-tchang near Tali (near amoenum). 

3. Goniophlebium lachnopus. Goniophlebium Fieldingi- 
anum (Moore, Ind. Fil. 389) is a synonym. 

3A. Goniophlebium niponicum var. Wattii. ( Bedd . Jour . 
Bot. 1888.) Rhizome wide-creeping, brittle, glaucous, naked or 
nearly so ; , stipes 3-6 inches long, hairy ; fronds softly hairy 
8-22 inches long by 2-4 inches broad, pinnatifid to within £ inch 
of the rachis; segments ciliated, 20-25 pairs entire or obscurely 
crenate, oblong from a broad base, blunt at the apex, lowest pair 
deflexed and slightly reduced ; areolae in a single series ; sori in 
a single row, nearer the midrib than the margin. 

Koupra, 4,000-5,000 feet alt. (Dr. Watt.) 

Dr. Watt writes that it is a beautiful fern with delicate 
green leaves, the glaucous rhizome creeping on trees and often 
suspended in the air ; it only differs from typical niponicum 
which is from China and Japan, in the rhizome being more 
glaucous and glabrous and in the indumentum on the fronds 
being less thick. 

6. Goniophlebium microrhizoma. Also in Yunan. 

7. Goniophlebium molle. Waytamargay, in the Shan 
States. (Parish.) 

8. Goniophlebium subauriculatum. Perak. (King, Nos. 
5 ) 740 , 8,308.) 

9. Goniophlebium argutum. Mr. Clarke has gathered 
specimens in Khasya, with the base of the pinnae often subauri* 
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culate, which he calls forma khasiana. {Jour. Linn. Soc. xxiv. 

p. 417.) 

10. Goxiophlkbium verrucosum. Perak, 4,000 feet alt. 
{Day. King , No. 424, 965, 6,321.) 

(Also in Queensland and New Guinea.) 

11. Goniophlebium korthalsii. (Mett.) Rhizome wide- 
creeping, about £ inch thick, scales small, subulate, ciliated j 
stipes 5-6 inches long, glabrous ; fronds 1-2 feet long, broadest 
at base, pinnate, texture subcoriaceous ; pinnae lax, spreading 
sessile or distinctly petioled, 5-8 inches long, i-i£ inches broad, 
lanceolate, attenuated at the base and finely caudate at the apex, 
the margins slightly crenated, but towards the apex sharply 
toothed ; areoles in 3-4 rows ; sori in 3 rows between the midrib 
and margin. Mctt. Fil. Ind. ii. 223. Hook. Syn. Fil. 345. 

Larut, Perak, at no elevation, hanging from trees, {Dr. 
King's collector , No. 2,943.) 

(Also in Sumatra.) 

12. Goniophlebium moupinense. {Franchct.) “ Rhizome 

slender, long creeping, scales small, tawny, ovate, jagged, soon 
deciduous ; fronds distant, dimorphous, very glaucous, glabrous 
on both surfaces, thickly coriaceous, shortly stipitate ; stipe 
glabrous, very short, sterile fronds inches long, broad, ovate, 
obovate, or ovato-lanceolate, apex obtuse or rounded, veins hidden ; 
fertile fronds inches long, oblong or linear-oblong, much 

attenuated below, apex obtuse ; sori uniseriate close to the 
costa.” Franchct , PI. David \ 11. 

Moupine, Thibet, creeping on rocks amongst moss, habit 
of Drymoglossum car nosum. 

7. Niphobolus subfurfuraceus. Munipore, 3,500 feet alt. 

8. Niphobolus fissus. 

(Also in China, Madagascar, and the Zambesi Highlands.) 
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Var. stenophyllus. Fronds 12-15 inches long, 2-4 lines 
broad. 

Munipore at Mao, 6,000 feet alt. (Watt) This has longer 
and much narrower fronds than the Khasyan floccigerus, which 
I have already united with fissus. 

11. Niphobolus penangianus. Perak. ( Scortechini \ King , 
Nos. 461 and 7,083.) 

12. Niphobolus Boothii. This has been found in Thibet, 
and described under the name of Polypodium Drakeanum, by 
Franchet PL David . 

13. Niphobolus nummularlefoltits. Perak, ( Scortechini \ 
King.) 

1. Dipteris Wallichii. West Munipore, 300-1,000 feet 
alt. ; often 12 feet high. 

3. Dipteris Lobbiana. Perak. ( Scortechini .) 

1. Drynaria coronans. Kohima, 4,500 feet alt. 

ia. Drynaria Fortunei. (Kunze) “ Rhizome woody, the 
scales linear, bright, ferruginous ; fronds dimorphous, the barren 
ones 2-3 inches long, 1-1$ inches broad, the upper lobes deltoid, 
acute, the fertile ones 12-18 inches long, 4-6 inches broad, cut 
down nearly or quite to the rachis into lanceolate or oblong, 
acute or bluntish, entire erecto-patent lobes 2-4 inches long, f-i 
inch broad ; texture subcoriaceous ; main veins distinct 1-2 lines 
apart, connected by prominent transverse veinlets, with a few 
faint ones in the intervals ; sori in single rows of 3-4 between the 
main veins.” Hook . Syn . Fil. p. 367. 

Thibet. (David.) 

(Also in South China.) 
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3. Drynaria fropinqua. Kohima, 6,ooo feet ait, 

4. Drynaria mollis. Kullu and Simla (Trotter), Chumba 
(McDonnell). 

7. Drynaria rigidula. Perak, 3,000 feet alt. (Da)), Poly- 
podium giaucostipes Wall . Cat. 297. 

Drynaria Heracleum. (Kunze.) “ Rhizome stout, the scales 
long silky, fibrillose bright brown ; fronds 3-6 feet long, 2 feet or 
more broad, the base with a cordate lobed wing 3-4 inches broad, 
the upper part cut down to a broadly- winged rachis into entire 
acute lobes, which are often 12-18 inches long, 3-4 inches broad ; 
texture rigid, both sides naked; main veins distinct to the 
edge, with 6-8 irregular quadrangular areolae between the 
midrib and edge, enclosing smaller ones with copious free veinlets ; 
sori small, copious, scattered, slightly immersed.” Hook . Sytt , 
FiLp. 366. 

Perak, 3,000-4,000 feet alt. (Day, Scarf echini, King.) 

(Also in Java and Philippines.) 

1. Pleopeltis accedens. Perak, 3,000 feet alt. (Day, 
Scort echini. King, No. 1,900.) 

1 a. Pleopeltis Wravi. (Baker.) li Rhizome slender, wide- 
creeping, paleae dense lanceolate acuminate ciliated, ferruginous ; 
fronds simple dimorphic, sterile oblanceolate. obtuse, thick, 
glabrous 1-1^ inches long, J— J inch broad, with a naked stipe 

1- 15 lines long, fertile, with a longer stipe and a linear blade 

2- 3 inches long, inch broad ; sori globose, superficial, medial.” 

Ann . Bot voL v. /. 473. 

Perak, Mount Idjo, on trees 5,000 feet alt. (Day, Scorteckini, 
Wray ♦ King, Nos. 2,338, 3,673.) 
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2. Pleopeltis rostrata. Kohima, 5,300 feet alt. 

(Also in West China.) 

5. Pleopeltis clathrata. Simla { Trotter ), Chumba 

(Mcdonnell). 

(Also in Nprth China.) 

6 . Pleopeltis stenophylla. Perak, 5,000 feet {Day, Scorte- 
ckinu King , No. 2,350.) Pleopeltis Morgani ( Zeiller , Bulletin 
de la Soc. Bet. deFrance ) tom xxxii. p. 76) is a synonym. 

7. Pleopeltis sinuosa. Perak, sea level. {Day. King , No. 
3 21 -) 

13. Pleopeltis rhyncophylla. Mr. Levinge has collected 
this in Sikkim with the fertile fronds 1 5 inches long, very much 
narrowed towards the apex. 

13A. Pleopeltis rupestris. ( Bl .) Rhizome woody, the 
scales squamose dull-brown linear-acuminate ; stipes 4-8 inches 
long, firm, erect ; fronds 4-8 inches long, 1-1^ inches broad, the 
apex acuminate, the edge entire or obscurely repand ; texture 
coriaceous, both sides naked ; main veins very distinct, the areolae 
hidden ; sori in two rows between the main vein*, 6-8 between 
the midrib and edge, not immersed. Kook. Syn. Ftl.p. 359. 

Perak, 4,000 feet alt. (Day, Scortechini. King , No. 7,355.) 

(Also in Java and the Philippines.) 

14. Pleopeltis Griffithiana. Munipore, 5,500 alt 

15. Pleopeltis ensata ( Thunb ). is an older name than ovata, 
so must take precedence. North Munipore. 

1 5 a. Pleopeltis platyphylla. (Szv.) Rhizome woody, the 
scales dense, long subulate, nearly black ; stipes 3-4 inches long, 
strong erect ; fronds 12-18 inches long, a-4 inches broad, the apex 
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acute, the edge translucent, entire, or more or less scalloped, texture 
very thick and rigid, bo£h sides naked ; main veins very distinct 
and raised, the areoles hidden ; the upper surface with close, small, 
dirty-white dots ; sori much immersed An single rows between the 
main veins, 8-9 between midrib and margin. Hook . Sp. Fib p. 
359. Polypodium crassinervium, BI. 

Perak, 3,000 feet alt. (Day, Scortechini, King , No. 2,007.) 

(Also in Java.) 

16. Pleopeltis membranacea. Simla, 5,000 feet alt. Kash- 
mir. 

(Also in West China and the Philippines.) 

i6a. Pleopeitts Scortechinii. ( Baker .) Rhizome woody, 
wide-creeping, flexuose calvate ; stipes brown, naked, 15-16 inches 
long ; fronds lanceolate to oblanceolate, acuminate, membranaceous 
or submembranaceous, glabrous, i6-r8 inches long by 3-3^ inches 
broad, obscurely repand, narrowed gradually from the middle to 
the base ; main veins distinct to nearly the edge, \ inch apart, 
areoles copious with free included veinlets, clearly visible when 
held up to the light ; sori minute superficial, scattered between 
the main veins, often confluent. Baker , Ann . Bob vol. v. 477. 
Nephrodium pteropodum, Baker , Jour . Bot. 1888, 232 (pleio 
podum by error, Ann. Bot. 1891). 

Perak. ( Scortechini \ Day. King , No. 8,382.) 

(Also in W. Borneo.) 

17. Pleopeltis ZrppELLii. West Munipore, 1,000 feet ait. 

19. Pleopeltis mus^efolia. Perak. ( Scortechini , Deny. 
King , No. 862.) King, No. 6,260 appears also to belong here, but 
differs in its dull colour, and indistinct veinlets. 

(Also in New Guinea.) 

20. Pleopeltis hemionitidea, West Munipore. 
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2 i a. Pleopeltis hastata. (Tkunb.) Rhizome firm, the 
scales linear, spreading, bright-ferruginous ; stipes 2-4 inches long, 
firm, ^sct, gloisy ; fronds 4-6 inches long, simple lanceolate 
inches broad, or 3-Iobed with the lateral lobes like the terminal 
one, but smaller ; texture coriaceous ; both surfaces naked ; main 
veins distinct to the edge, parallel with copious fine areolae between 
them, .with free included veinlets ; sori in a single row, nearer the 
midrib thin the edge. Hook. Syn. Fil. 361. 

Thibet (Franchet.) 

(Also in Japan and Formosa.) 

22. Pleopeltis trifid a. (Don.) This species is quite distinct 
from Thunberg’s hastata, with' which I united it in my Hand- 
book. 

* 5 . 

23. Pleopeltis malacodon. Kulu and Simla, {Trotter) 

Var. 13. majus. Chumba {McDonell), Mussoorie {Hope), 
Khasya, 5,000 feet alt. {Clarke), 

23 a. Pleopeltis crenato-pinnata. {Clarke.) Rhizome 
slender creeping > densely clothed with small lanceolate fuscous 
deciduous scales ; stipes 3-6 inches long slender, nearly naked ; 
fronds elongate-triangular, 3-5 inches long, pinnatifid nearly 
to the rachis, glabrous, segments with shallow wavy crenations 
or some of the lower ones irregularly pinnatifid ; main veins 
more or less distinct nearly to the edge, areolae with free veinlets 
inconspicuous except when held up to the light ; sori solitary 
between the main veins. Jour . Linn . Soc. vol. xxv. p. 99. 

N. Munipore, 3,500-4,000 feet alt. ( Clarke , Watt), Yunan 
( Delavay ). 

23B. Pleopeltis olaucopsis. {Franchet) Rhizome creeping, 
densely clothed with brown lanceolate scales ; stipe 4-5 inches 
long, pale brown glabrous ; frond 3-4 inches long, 2J-3 inches 
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broad, glabrous, coriaceous, glaucous, deltoid-ovate pinnatifid, 
pinnae confluent into a narrow wing at the base, 2^5 on each 
side, oblong obtuse or ovate, margin thinly coriaceous, unequally 
crenulate or minutely serrulate, the lower pair sometimes 
deeply lobed, the lobes obtuse ; veins distinct to the edge, with 
transverse veinlets and copious fine areolae between them ; sori 
uniserial, close to the costa. Franchet , Bull. Soc. Bot France , 
1885, p. 29. 

Yunan, on Mount Che-tcho-tze, near Tali, 

24. Pleopeltis ebenipes, Kullu and Simla, 9,000 feet alt 
( Trotter ) ; Chumba (McDonell). 

27. Pleopeltis phymatodes. Perak. {Scortechim) Both 
Dr. King’s and Mr. Levinge’s collectors have gathered what 
appear to be simple-fronded examples of this species at a high 
level in Sikkim. 

28. Pleopeltis longissima. Perak. {Scortechim, King , 
No. 412.) 

29. Pleopeltis nigrescens. Sylhet and Nowgong {Mann) ; 
Perak sea level {Day, Scortechim). Mr. Baker states that this 
species is probably P. membraniifolia, R. Br . prod. 147, which 
name would have priority. 

(Also in Queensland.) 

30A. Pleopeltis laciniata. {Bl) “Rhizome wide-creep- 
ing, the scales lanceolate, ciliated, bright-ferruginous ; stipes 6-1 a 
inches long, firm, erect, glossy ; fronds 8-18 inches long, J to t 
foot or more broad, cut down throughout to a narrow winged 
rachis into lobes 4-9 inches long, ■$— § inch broad, the point much 
acuminated, the edge slightly undulated, the lower ones 
deflexed ; texture subcoriaceous, both sides naked ; main veins 
distinct to nearly the edge ; areolae fine, with copious free 
veinlets ; sori uniserial immersed, forming pustules on the upper 

8 
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surface.” Hook. Syn f Fit. J 365. P. macrochasma, Baker . 
Trimen, Jour. Bet. 1880,/. 216. 

Perak, Caulfield's Hill, 5,500 feet alt. (Bay, King.) 

(Also in Sumatra and Java.) 

32. Pleopeltis juglandifolia. Munipore, 7,500 feet. 

{Watt.y 

. Small .undivided and trifid fronds often occur in this, as in 
trifida and himalayensis ; var. pauper, Clarke, Jour. Linn. Soc. 
xxiv. 418, k described from these simple fronds. Fronds with 
solitary and with twin sori may be found on the same plant, so 
that Clarke’s biserialis cannot be considered as a variety. 

, 32. Pleopeltis Lehmanni. Khasia Hills, 5,000 feet alt. 
(Mann.) 

Mr. Baker considers this species a variety of himalayensis ; 
but the fronds are more membranous, the pinnae narrower, and 
without the hyaline margin ; I have not seen intermediate forms. 

34. Pleopeltis himalayensis. 

(Also in Western China.) 

[Pleopeltis Wardii. (Clarke, Jour. Linn. Soc. xxv. /. 99, 
tab. 43.) “Rhizome creeping, furnished with many soft lanceolate 
spreading yellowish-brown scales ; stipes naked, 6-18 inches long ; 
fronds 1-3 feet long, pinnate ; pinnae broadly lanceolate caudate, 
margin hyaline undulated ; main veins parallel, 30-40 on each 
side of the costa ; sori large in a single series between the main 
veins, 1—6 between the costa and margin. Kegwima Edge, 7,000 
feet alt. ; Naga Hills. I cannot regard this as anything but 
luxuriant himalayensis. Mr. Clarke considers it a distinct species 
on account of the uniseriate character of the sori ; I have speci- 
mens, however, of himalayensis showing both forms on the 
same plant, and the same variation occurs in juglandifolia ; I 
do not see that it can even be made a variety.] 
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ORDER XI.— GRAMMITIDEiE. 

GENUS LX VI. — NOTHOCHLiENA. (NOT 
NOTHOL^ENA.) 

i. Monogramme paradoxa Perak. {Scortechini) 

i. Leptogramme Totta. Chumba ; Kullu; Simla. 

2A. Leptogramme Levingii. {Clarke) Rhizome slender, 
wide-creeping, furnished with deciduous, lanceolate, mem- 
branaceous scales ; stipe naked, up to i foot long, stramineous, 
with a dark base ; fronds lanceolate or oblong-lanceolate, i~i$ 
feet long, 3-5^ inches broad at the middle, narrowed at the 
base, pinnate ; the pinnae lanceolate, sessile, 4~f inch broad, cut 
down nearly to the rachis into oblong more or less crenated 
segments, some of the lower pinnae generally distant and 
broader, with some of the segments more or less irregularly 
pinnatifid ; texture membranous, both sides hairy, the under 
surface with needle-like weak hairs ; veins erecto-patent, simple 
or forked ; sori generally globose, sometimes oblong, nearer 
the margin than. the midrib. Baker , Ann . Bot voL v. /. 483. 
Gymnogramme aurita var. Levingii, Beddotne's Handbook 377. 

Chumba {McDonnell) ; Simla {Watt, &c.) 

Gymnogramme Delavayi. {Baker) Rhizome erect or 
short-creeping, densely covered with hair-like orange scales ; 
stipes tufted, about 3 inches long,* black shining, but slightly 
scaly; fronds oblong-lanceolate, 3-4 inches long, simply pinnate; 
pinnae about 12 sub-opposite pair, narrow-oblong inch long 
by less than J inch broad, glabrous above, densely covered beneath 
with closely packed lanceolate orange scales, texture coriaceous; 
veins hidden once or twice forked; sori oblique hidden beneath 
the scales. Ann . Bot v. 484. 

Yunan {Delavay). 
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i. Gymnogrammk Andkrsoni. Woodsia lanosa (Hook.) is a 
synonym. 

». Gymnogramme leptophylla, Kumaon ; Ceylon. 
(Trimen.) 

(Also in Madagascar and Paraguay.) 

\ 

I. Syngramml fraxinea. King’s collectors gathered the 
broad form partially bipinnate, in Perak. (No. 6,493.) 

(Also la West China and Madagascar.) 

3. Syngramme Wallichii. Perak. ( Scortechini .) 

* 3A. Syngramme Lobbiana. (Hook.) Rhizome creeping, 

stipes approximate glossy ebeneous, 2-7 inches long ; fronds 6-10 
inches long, inches broad, linear-oblong entire, the apex 
acuminate, the base narrowed ; texture coriaceous, both sides 
naked ,* veins parallel simple or forked anastomosing near the 
margin ; son copious on all the veins nearly reaching the margin. 
Hook. Syn. Fil 386. Hook . Sp. Fil. v. tab . 300. 

Mountains of Perak (Dr. King 1 s collector s } No. 205). 

(Also in Borneo.) 

4. Syngramme alism A5K0L1 a . Perak. (ScortechinL King) 

4A. Syngramme Dayi. (Bedd. Jour . Bot 1888, v.pl .2 79B.) 
Rhizome creeping, somewhat fibrillose ; fronds narrow-linear, 
subentire or obscurely crenated, 4-7 inches long by i£ lines 
broad, gradually attenuated at the base, but on a distinct stipe 
inch long ; texture in age coriaceous ; veins obscure 
in the old fronds, evident in the young, simple or once forked, the 
apices running into a submarginal transverse continuous or 
interrupted vein ; sori narrow-linear thread-like, the length of 
the veins. 

Perak, on quartz rocks ; the pass between Kinala-Kansa 
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and Kinta, about 2,000 feet alt. {Hay) The affinity of this 
interesting little fern is with S. borneensis {Hook), though apart 
from its sori it has quite the aspect of a Polypodium. 

1. Selliguea Feei. ( Wall. Cat. 8, Gymnogramme diversi- 
folia. Singapore.) 

з а. Selliguea campyloneuroides. {Baker.) Rhizome 
woody, wide-creeping, £ inch diameter ; scales small lanceolate, 
dark brown ; stipes winged, from very short up to 8 inches long ; 
fronds rather rigid in texture, simple oblong, cuspidate, much 
attenuated at the base, glabrous, up to 20 inches long by finches 
broad at middle ; main veins very distinct, £-§ inch apart, 
regularly produced from the midrib to the margin, with distinct 
arching cross veins enclosing each several areoles with free included 
veins, or in some fronds, main veins only ^ inch apart, the cross 
veinlets not arched, and no free veinlets ; sori in single inter- 
rupted rows, reaching all the way from midrib to margin. Baker , 

Jour. Linn . Soc. xxiv.fi. 261. 

Salama, Perak. {Dr. King's collector , No. 3,112.) 

(Also in Borneo.) 

зб. Selliguea membranacea. (Book.) Rhizome wide 
creeping, the scales small, linear, nearly black ; stipes 2-6 inches 
long, nearly naked ; fronds 6-12 inches long, i-2j inches broad, 
lanceolate, gradually much attenuated at the base, finely 
acuminate at apex ; margins entire ; texture papyraceous, 
glabrous ; primary veins very slender, about f inch apart, dis- 
tinct to nearly the margin, united by transverse veinlets, forming 
large hexagonal areoles with free included veinlets ; sori in 
oblique parallel interrupted lines between each main vein. Book. 
Syn. Ml. fi . 388. 

Perak, at the Rampa river (Dr. King's collector, Nos. 948, 
2,986 and 8,844). Singapore (Moore's Herb.). 

(Also in the Malay Islands and the Philippines.) 
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4* Seluguea ELLr^ncA. Kohima and N. Munipore. 

1. Loxogkamme lanceolata. Perak. ( Scortcchim \ King.) 

(Also in Kaffraria.) 

3. Loxogramme avenia. {Baker) Wall Cat No. 10, 
Grammt'tis macttypkylla, is this species. 

2. Mkniscium triphyllum y\r. /3 Parishii. This should 
I think, beconsidered a distinct species from triphyllum. Griffith's 
Mishmee specimens differ from the Tenasserim ones by being 
densely covered with longish white hairs on the under surface, 
it is M. villostun (J. Sm.) } and might be called Parishii var. 
villosum. 

4. Meniscus cuspidatum. This species I fear cannot stand; 
the connivent transverse veinlets have each a single punctiform 
sorus in the young state, these afterwards enlarge and join, often 
covering the whole of the two veinlets, many punctiform sod are, 
however, always to be detected in the most meniscioid state. In 
all Herbaria I find this and Goniopteris urophylla very much mixed 
up together, in fact, they are the same fern ; specimens where the 
punctiform sori predojjjinate are put into urophylla, the more 
meniscioid forms here ; others, intermediate, are left doubtful, 
being shifted backwards and forwards, being labelled with both 
names ; Sir W. Hooker came to this opinion," and I feel con- 
vinced he was right. As already stated I have constantly found 
nephrodioid involucres in urophylla, and I have placed it in 
Nephrodium ; I have no doubt they will be detected in these 
more meniscioid forms, if fronds are examined in a very young 
state ; exactly the same variations from nephrodioid to meniscioid 
seeding can be seen in Nephrodium glandulosum (Bl), Nephro- 
dium lineatum (Bl), and in the Javanese Aspidium siifolium, 

1. ANTROPHYUM RETIUJLATUM. 

(Also in Madagascar.) 
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ia. Antrophyum coriaceum. (Wall.), Fronds 6-15 inches 
long by \-2 inches broad; narrowed very gradually from the 
centre to the base, and more suddenly to the acute apex ; texture 
very thick* no midrib, the areoles very long and narrow, very 
distinctly raised on the upper surface ; the sori quite immersed, 
sometimes confluent. Syn, Fil. p. 393. 

Himalayas, Perak (King, No, 565). Scarcely distinct from 
reticulatum. 

ib. Antrophyum semicostatum. (Bl.) Fronds 6-18 inches 
long by 2-4 inches broad ; broadest about £ of the way down* 
suddenly narrowed to an acute point, and very gradually to the 
base ; a distinct blackish midrib in the lower half, the central 
areoles often 2-3 inches long, -J- inch broad ; sori copious, often 
joining, rising above the surface. Syn . Fil . 393. 

Perak (King's* collector, No. 3,079). Malacca. 

(Also in the Philippines and Polynesian Islands.) 

2. Antrophyum plant agineum. 

Var. ANGUSTIFOLIUM. (Brack) Stipe 6 inches long ; 
frond ligulate, 12 inches long by f inch broad, texture thinner 
than in the type. Hook . Syn . Fil. 393. 

Malay Peninsula, Gounong, Sonoy (M. De Morgan ). Zeiller % 
Bull . de la Soc. de France, xxxii./. 77. 

r. Vittaria elongata. Mann gathered specimens in 
Lukhimpore, Assam, with fronds f- inch wide. 

3. Vittaria FALCATA. Perak. (Scortechini) 

6. Vittaria scolopendrina. Perak, 2,000-3,000 feet alt* 
(Day, Scortechini) 

(Also Fiji, Bourbon and Mauritius.) 

7. Vittaria sulcata. Perak. (Day) 

(Also in New Guinea.) 

2. Drymoglossum piloselloides. Perak, sea level. (Day, 
King*) 
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TRIBE XII.— ACROSTICHE/E. 

2. ELaphoglossum latifolium. Perak, (Dr. King's cob 
lectors. No. 6,374.) Variety with very short stipe. 

3. Exaphoglossum Norrisii. Perak. (Dr. King's collectors, 
No. ) 

2. STENOCHLiENA sorbifolia. N. Cachar Hills, Assam. 
(Mann.) 

1 . PoLYBfoTRiA appendicuj.a. Perak, 4,000 feet alt. (Day, 
King.) 

St 

GENUS UXXXIV.— ACONIOPTERIS. Omit this genus 
altogether, Clarke’s plant being stunted Thamnopteris. 

1. Gymnopteris variabilis. Perak, 4,000 feet alt. (Day, 
Scoftechini.) Mr. Mann informs me that he considers the 
variety axillaris a very good species, and Dr. Trimen considers 
Wallii and metallica varieties of variabilis. 

5. Gymnopteris spicata. Perak. (Day, Scortechini.) 

Var. /3 latifrons. Fronds 2 feet 6 inches long by 2\ inches 
broad, the fertile apex 7-8 inches long. 

Perak, 3,000-4,000 feet alt. (Day ; King , No. 1,100.) 

7. Gymnopteris flagellifera. Perak. (King’s cob 
lectors.) 

(Also in Borneo, Sumatra, Solomon Islands, and New Guinea.) 

8. Gymnopteris sctbrepanda. Perak. (Day, Scortechini \ 
King) 

10. Gymnopteris contaminans, Perak. (Scortechini.) 
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The form figured in the Handbook is exactly the same as 
Wallich’s type of contaminans {Wall. Cat a,i68) in Linnsean 
Herbarium, which was sent to Wallich from Courtallum in the 
Madras Presidency by Dr, Wight, the pinnae in the South 
Indian plant vary froni i$ to 6 inches in length by i to i inch 
in breadth,. and from quite entire, to serrate or crenate, or more 
or less lobed both in sterile and fertile fronds, the rachis is 
sometimes prominently winged ; the fertile fronds, though 
generally soriferous throughout, are sometimes only partially con- 
tracted and soriferous, entire pinnae or portions of them being 
uncontracted and sterile ; they are, however, all the same species, 
no variations being permanent enough to authorise even varieties, 
and semicordata, Baker , is a common form. Wall. Cat 22, also 
named contaminans by Wallich, is from N. India, but does not 
differ from the South Indian plant except in having rather larger 
pinnae, about 7 inches long by $ inch broad. Clarke , F. N. /., 
pL Ixxxiv.y^f. 2, a . c. Mr. Mann sends fine specimens from Tura 
Peak, Garo Hills, Assam, 3,000 feet alt. 

Var. crispatula. Wall. Cat. 24. Rachis and stipe often 
reddish, fronds much more rigid in texture, pinnae 4-6 inches long 
by | inch broad, margin more entire ; very constant in character. 
Clarke , F. N. I. tab . lxxxiv.^Sg*. 2 b. d. Khasia Hills, south side, 
1,000 feet alt. (G. Mann). Jynteapore, Sylhet, 1,000 feet alt. 
{Clarke.) Liam, Khasia, 2,500 feet altr. {Clarke.) This is not 
represented in South India. 

13, Gymnopteris Presliana. 

(Also Fernando Po.) 

GENUS LXXXVa.— LOMAGRAMMA. (/. Smith.) 

{ Loma , an edge ; gramma , a line.) 

Veins reticulated in hexagonal areoles, the areoles nearest 
the costa being broader and larger, no free veinlets ; fronds 
pinnate, dimorphous, the fertile much contracted and more or 
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less covered with son, pinnae articulated. Rhizome 50 feet long ; 
w|Je-creepmg oyer trees. 

This, genus is allied to Stenochlaena, and like that often 
has the rachis winged, and is liable to variations of abnormal 
sterile growth ; it differs in its venation, which is that of 
Neurocallis and Acrostichum, genera widely differing other- 
wise in their short erect rhizomes and adherent pinnae. The name 
was given by J. Smith on the supposition that the sori were 
always marginal and linear, as the specimens he worked with 
had only semi -contracted fertile fronds seeding along the margins 
(a variatiqn so common in all the ferns of this tribe), though the 
normal state of the fertile ’frond is to be entirely covered with 
seed oh the under side. 

Lomagramma lomarioides, (BL under Leptochiius; Hook . 
under Acrostichum) Rhizome strong, wide-creeping, and epiphytic 
on trees covered with a deciduous spongy indumentum, stipes 6-8 
inches long, deciduously scaly ; fronds up to 3 feet long by 1 foot 
or rather more broad, with numerous sessile, articulated pinnae, 
the sterile ones 1 inch broad, the apex acuminate, the margin 
with distant, shallow, rather falcate serratures, more prominent 
towards the apex, the base generally rounded ; texture very thin, 
membranaceous, transparent, pellucid-dotted, the rachis and 
costa beneath scaly, the former more or less winged, particularly 
towards the apex ; veins prominent and raised on both sides, 
fertile pinnae £ inch broad, normally soriferous over the whole 
of the under surface, but sometimes only partially contracted and 
soriferous. Hook. Syn. FiL p. 423. Leptochiius lomarioides 
( Blume ). Cheilolepton Blumeanum, Fie Acros . p . 89, tab . 51 
(1844). Neurocallis lomarioides, Presl. Epim . 177 (1845). Acrosti- 
chum Blumeanum, Hook. Fit \ v. Lomagramma pteroides, 

J% Sm . and Moore , Index FiL xxxi. Neurocallis (Cheilolepton) 
lomarioides, Moore , Ind. FiL xix. Cyrtogonium polyphyllum, 
/, Sm. (in part), Nat. Hist . Museum Herb. 

Makum Forest, Lukhimpore, Assam (Mann), pinnae 5-6 
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inches long, — Assam (Griffith) , pinnse 2j inches long. Cyrtogonium 
pinnatura, / Stn. Hist. Fil. 142 — (Chorizopteris pinnata, Moore % 
Ind. Fil. xix., represents abnormal small growth collected in 
Assam by Griffith, and Chorizopteris bipinnata is small abnormal 
bipinnate growth from Fiji.) Though best known under F6e’$ 
specific name of Blumeanum, Blume’s name of lomaricrides is 
the oldest and must be adopted. As to the genus, it is only 
Leptochilus in part of Blume, a name occupied iu the Syn. Fil . 
for a section of Gymnopteris, so I have adopted J. Smith’s name. 

(Also in the Philippines, Java, Fiji, and Solomon Islands, ike.) 

Lomagramma prrakensis (n. sj>.) Rhizome 40-50 feet 
long, 1 in. diameter, epiphytic on trees ; stipes 6-8 inches apart, 
about i foot long, slightly scaly, but scales soon deciduous, rachis 
not winged upwards ; frond 3-4 feet long, very similar to those 
of Blumeana. but cor iaceo herbaceous in texture, pinnae entire 
or obscurely crenated, quite glabrous or costa very slightly scaly, 
veins sunk and scarcely visible, venation very similar to Blumeana 
but closer and costal areoles smaller ; fertile pinnae i-i£ lines 
broad. 

Perak, 400 feet alt. (Day.) Referred by me to Blumeana in 
my JLiist of Day’s Perak ferns. Perak, 2,500-3,000 feet alt. (Dr. 
Kings collector 6 } No. 8,345), the pinnae all fall off in drying, 
much more so than in Blumeana. 

1. Photinopteris rigida. Perak, 3,000 feet alt. (. Day % 

Scortechini.) 

2. Photinopteris drynarioides. Perak, 2,000 feet alt. 
On tops of highest trees. (Day.) 

2. Pi jillr cerium Waluciiii. Munipore. ( Watt.) In these 
Munipore specimens, the terminal segments of the fertile frond, 
beyond the usual soriferous disks, are again furnished with small 
soriferous patches ; I am not aware that this ever occurs in the 
Malay Peninsula fern; if this is the case, the Munipore species 
may be a good variety 
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SUB ORDER IV.— SCHIZ.ffiACE.ffi. 

3. Lygodium flexuosum. 

'Vd^R. ALTA. Clarke , Linn. Jottr. Bot. xxv. 101, tab. xx 
Scantiest, branches pendant, 30 feet long, fronds 1 -pinnate, pinnae 
both sterile and fertile 8 inches long, f inch broad, truncate, 
caudate or auriculate at the base, petioles £ inch long. a{ 

West Munipore, 750 feet alt. (Clarke) I do not conM^f- 
that this di&ers from the type. King’s collectors send the sajj,.-, 
form from Perak (No. 2,975) the pinnules are subject to grea^j 
variation. 1 

5. Lygodium polystachyum. 

(Also in Anam.) 


SUB-ORDER V.— MARATTIACE^. 

t. Kaulfussia /esculikolia. Perak. (Scortechini, King.) 


SUB-ORDER VI.-OPHIQGLOSSACEJE. 

ia. Ophioglossum gramineum. ( Willd.) Rootstock tuberous ; 
fronds 1-3 inches long, the sterile division at, below, or slightly 
above the centre, $-1 inch long, narrow-linear .iinate, the 
base scarcely narrowed ; no midrib, veins prominent and 
thiekened, all springing from the base of the lamina reticulated 
upwards, few or no free veiolets. Willd. in Act. Erf. 1802,/. 18, 
tab. 1. Ophioglossum lusitanicum, Syn. Fit. 445, in part (the 
Indian plant). 
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South India ( Wight) ; Calcutta, Lucksagur tank {Walt ) ; 
Ceylon, Unia-oya, Cent. Prov. ( Trimen ). 

1. Ophioglossum vulgatum. I believe all the Himalayan 
specimens are referable to reticulatum ; I can see no difference 

1 the venation. 

,v/ 

2. Ophioglossum nudicaule. Some of the smaller speci- 
mens of this have quite the grass-like fronds of gramineum, and 
t! ese do not differ from that fern in venation, when the fronds 

broader like the specimens figured in F. S. /. tab . 71 the 
ation is more complicated, and there are a few free veinlets, 
stispect it is only a form of gramineum ; this would reduce 

Indian species to four. 

3. Ophioglossum fibrosum. This is found in Ceylon. 
( Thwaitcs , C.P. 3,993.) Dr. Trimen also sends a smaller variety, 
collected at Puttalam, which has the fronds obovate to oblong, 
but with exactly the same venation. 

Occasionally there is a single thickened central vein forming 
a midrib nearly to the apex of the frond, but more frequently 
there are 2-3 strong central veins running parallel and close to 
each other, which fork more or less upwards and disappear well 
short of the apex of the lamina, there are numerous free and 
often forked veinlets in the areoles. Ophioglossum costatum 
(R. Br) is apparently the same fern 

4 Ophioglossum reticulatum. Parasnath, 2,500 feet alt. 

5. Opi lossum pendulum. O. intermedium {Hook, Syn . 
Fil. is a synonym. Makum Forest, Lukhimpore, Assam {Mann), 

(Also in Borneo.) 

HeLMINTHOSTACHYS kkYLA^ICA. 

(Also in Solomon Islands and Ne\y Guinea.) 
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1. Bqtrychium Lunaria. Hattu Hill, Baga Dist. 9,000 feet 
alt., near Simla (Watt). 

(Also in Afghanistan, 9,000 feet alt., New Zealand, and 
United States.) 

ia. Rotrychium ternatum. (Sw.) Stipe 1-2 inches long; 
petiole of the sterile segment 2-8 inches long, the latter 3-6 inches 
each,, way, deltoid tri-quadripinnatifid ; lower pinnae much the 
largest and pinnules of the lower side larger than the others, 
oblong or sub-deltoid, stalked, the ultimate divisions oblong or 
obovate, often J inch broad, blunt or acute, slightly toothed ; 
fertile peduncle up to 18 inches long, generally considerably over- 
topping the sterile segment ; panicle 1-7 inches long, deltoid 
very compound. Hook, Syn. Fil. p. 448. 

Near Simla, at Chadwick Falls, 6,000 feet alt. (Dr, Walt) ; 
Summer Hill, 7,400 feet alt. (Collett)) Mashobra, 8,000 feet alt. 
(Watt) ; Nainee Tal (Levinge ) ; Sikkim (Clarke). 

(Also in Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand, Japan, Lapland 
to Siberia, Pyrenees, United States southward to New Grenada.) 

2. Botrychium virctIXIanum yar. lanuginosum. Simla. 
Chamba, and Mussoorie, 




